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“I knew him slightly when he
was much younger, not much old-
er than you are now. I knew your
grandfather rather well, Before,”
he added dryly, “the finger stuck
into the sea of finance that I inight
be likened to, was forced to with-
draw somewhat singed. The meta-
phor is deplorably mixed but it
will serve. I—" he checked himself
abruptly, was silent for a second.
Then: “If you have the note my
granddaughter left for you, inight
I see it?”

Bing handed it over. Joaescy's
grandfather read it througnu and
for a moment made no comment.

“1 think it probable that y.u are
married” he sald then, He glanc-
ed at Bing and added, “Anj you
have not the slightest idea as to
why my granddaughter left you
so abruptly?”

“I've wondered if she was qfiafd
of publicity for any reason,” Bing
confessed. “I mean—" he bogged
there for a moment. “I mean some-~
thing that was not her ‘ault, but
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that she was afraid mi
T d might come to
“You are quite right. She has,
I'm afraid, €vVery reason to fear
publicity,” Jonesey’s grandfather ag-
sured him. He cleared his tiroat
as if he found it difficult to go on.
But he did so. “Ellen left here on
the 17th of March last, I did not
know that she had gone until din-
ner was ready. I then discovered
8 note from her she had -placed at
my plate, It was written in the
classical manner—she read a good
deal of fiction, I suspect, The note
informed me that when I reaa it
she would be on her way to New
York, that she had been offered a
pla?.e there as an interfor decora-
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the village sakd she was
now,” Bing recalled.
was in New York.”

The other’s lipg twisted, “For
reasons that seemed best to me
I have told various people here in
the village that my granddaugnter
is in New York, and that she is an
interior decorator there. As a mat-
ter of actual fact — you will, of
course, not repeéat this— I have
no knowledge of where she is or
What she s doing. I—I have had
no word from her, directly or in-
directly, from the moment she
left this house until you stepped
into it this morning.”

“You don't mean that she just
dropped out of sight!” protested
Bing, aghast.

He did not add, “*And that . ... you
made no effort to trace her?” but
that was in his mind, inevitably,
and the other may have guessed it.
He rose and crossed to an ancient
secretary, unlocked a drawer. drew
it out and placed it on the library
table. “Perhaps I can help you to
an understanding of my position
and save myself some mental strain
by letting you read this clipping,”
he remarked.
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“He said she
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‘The clipping shook as Mr. Corliss
handed it to Bing. The theading
read:

GIRL SOUGHT IN
DEATH MYSTERY
Police Hint Murder in Connection
with Body Found in Troy, N. Y.
Hotel .

Victim Identified As
W. Hyslop Anstruthery
New York Antique Desler Gave
False Namec When He and  Girl
Registered.

None of this mea#t anything to
Bing, he looked up at Jonesey's
gnindfather, puzled.

"Go on,'” the Matter suggested.

Bing ‘went op to the next.

“Troy, N. Y., March 18th: A girl
described as pretty, blond, slim and
smartly dressed is being sougiit by
the police in connection with the
mysterjous death in a local hotel
during the night. of a man iden-
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THE WORST OF A BAD BARGAIN
Beyond doubt, the declarer in to-
day's deal ran up ageinst a very
bad break of trumps, but he made
the worst instead of the best of
the situation.
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The bidding:
‘North East South West
1¢ Pass 44 Double
Redbl. Pass Pass Pass

There was no nee. for South to
jump all the way to four spades,
although that cortract probably
would have heen reached anyway
ir. due course. On South’s actual
Jump, North could not be blamed
for reaoubling.
West opened the club king, The
ace won, declarer discarding a
heart, and the spade eight was led.
West won whilz East signalled with
a high heart., West, however, had
discovered tha:t South could be
forcBd in cluss anu nafurally con-
tinued with that suit, leading a low
card ¢ .
Declarer muffed and then appar-
¢ntly ignoring the fac: that West
had been showa to hold five trumps;
rersisted with the impcssible plan
of drawing ‘Vvect's trumnps. The
spade queen knocked out West's
last high trump, of course, but on
the club return declarer. after ruff-
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T'LL GET SOME
THE MOVE AGAIN FAST...IT'S BEEN TOO
LONG... SHE MAY BE STARVING ...

BREAKFAST AND GET ON WHERE ARE THEY...WHERE ARE
MY HORSES ... MUST HAVE
FULLED AT THEIR
TETHERS... AND

GONE GRAZING ...
THEY WONT

DOTTY DRIPPLE

DROP WHATEVER
YOU'RE DOING AND
COME HERE A
MINUTE/
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ing, was reduccd to two trumps
vwliile West still phad three. Those
two high trumps and the diamond
ace were the only tricks declarer
could win and he was down no
Zewer than four tricks, vulnerable
and redoubled, for the staggering
penally of 2200 points!

It is true that with West hold-
ing all five of the missing trumps,
and the defenders getting the jump
by attacking tlie c(lub suit, South
could not have done very well, no
matter what line of play he adopt-
ed. but he wowud Liave saved a tidy
sum by giving up ihe futile notion
of drawing Wesls low  (rumps.
Zfter the situaticnh was revealed,
South should have played diamonds
(and {f necassary, lhearts), thus
forcing West as a detense against

tified today as W. Hyslop Anstru-
thers. a well known New York an-
tique dealer.

“Anstruthers’ body was found on
the floor of one of the hotel rooms
this morning by a maid. She noti-
fled the management who then
notified the police. At first .t was
belteved that death was rdue to
natural causes. It was discovered,
however, when the medical exan:~
Iner arrived, that the dead man's
necktie was tightly knotted around
his throat and there were indica-

tlons that he had strangled to
death.

“Investigation disclosed that
Anstruthers had arrived at the
hotel just hefore tive o'clock 1n
the afternoon. He registered as
Mr. and Mrs. A, R. Richmend. of
Springficld, Mass., and infeimed
the clerk that his wife was to

meet him here and asked that he
be notified when she arrived.
“At fust before six the pseudo
Mrs. Richmond appeared and osk-
ed for Mr. Richmond. She was
shown to the rooms, two of which.
adjolning. had alreadv heen re-
served by Richmond. Shortly after
six the pair Jeft the hotel and did
not reappear until midnight.
“Subsequently at about one o'-
clock. according to the night cierk,
Mrs. Richmond left the hotel “An-
struthers’ comranion, for whom
the police are searching, is descrih-
ed as above In a broadcast the
police sent out today.
“Anstruthers was marrled and
is survived by a widow and three
children.”
Jenesey's grandfather passed his
hand across his eyes, then :ooke:
“Anstruthers visited the “ouse
twice during March, his last visit
being on the 16th.” he said. “He
came, I thought, to ask my op-
inion about antiques. I did not know
that Ellen had any previous ac-
quaintance with him. T never ask-
ed for an account of her comings
and <oings. She was left quite free

"Well, what did 'you expect.

Yose lightning rods

The Guardian Want Ad said

would attract lightning!”
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He stopped. obviously tn regain
mastery of his voice, “Ellen left
the next day, the 17th. taking her
car with her.” Le went on. “T hap- |
pened to notice the clipping the |
day after that. T preferred, aalur- |
olly. to believe that iit was of no
significance —to Ellen or me, that

Leing forced i ¢lubs.

fs., In fact I was quite prepared
to argue it proved nothing antil—"
he turned to the drawer on the
table, picked out a letter. “Until
this came to me,” he said to Bing.
“Please read it.”

Bing noted from the heading that
the letter was from a garage :n
Troy, New York. It was adaressed
to Jonesey's grandfather.

“The car was registered in my
name.” the latter explained as if
anticipating a question on that
point.

Bing read on:

“Dear Sir: R

“A car bearing license plates is-
sued to you has been stored in our
care since March 17th, Our records
do not show by whom it was left.
Tt has occurred to us that this
may be a stolen car and that we
should report the number to the
police, possihly.

“Pending this we are writing
you direct. Will you kindly It us
know what you wish'done abou* the

i
IR

WO
L

l [l
o
!!!!!!lﬂﬁlBlm|mummmgﬁ;gm»ml

:

Il

i
-

1 SUPPOSE
THE SAME
GUY THAT

=
N

e

ILL GIT RD i
OF THIS RIGHT

d

HOMEWORK
PROBLEM:
IF QNE TON OF
COAL WILLHEAT

HEAT TEN
HOUSES?

car. The storage bill is, at this
date, $14 and a dollar a day will
be charged so long as it stays here.

“If it is your desire to havae it
remain here, that Is perfectly all
right, but, as we sa’, we felt we
should notify you”

Bing said nothing. He
Just yet.

Not even when Jonesey's grand-
father sald; “As I never drove the
car myself, and inasmuch as FEl-
len  left it In there seems t» be
no auestion that she was in Troy
on March 17th."

Bing spoke then. “But it Jdoesn't
nrove that—" he stopped. umnable
to go on.

“That she was with Anstruthers
when he died?” her grandfather

~id. “Of course not, But she ob-
viously never went back for the
car., and T have never heard from
her since. She chose to disappear
utterly. T had the car returned
here, but T dared make no other
move because I could not foresee
what other ferces T might set in
motion. And so I've simply wait-
ed”

He said no more thon that, but
he suddenly looked all of eighiy-
one as he said it.

(To be continued)
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