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GERMANS CHECKED

IN VIOLENT ATTACKS

Another Fierce
Launched by

lnlanlry Attack
Germans after a

~ Fierce Bombardment was Com-
pletely Checked by French Cur-

tain of Fire.

(Special to the Guardian.)

LONDON, April 2.—The tollowiug
official statement on the campaign on
the western front was issued to-night:
There was considerable activity yes-
terday on both sides. Hostile artillery
was active to-day along the front be-
tween the Hohenzollern Redoubt and
Souchez. We retaliated by shelling
the enemy’s positions. Enemy artil-
lery was active about Ypres. The
enemy fired mines yesterday and to-
day opposite Fricourt and in the
Hohenzollern Redoubt. Little dam-
age was done to our trenches. Last
night there was heavy shelling on
both sides about St. Eloi and, the
‘enemy. made three bombing attacks
against our new position. All their
attacks were repulsed.

(Special to the Guardian.)

PARIS, April 2—The Germans con-
tinued their intense bombardment of
French positions between Avocourt
and Malancourt to-day. A heavy bom-
bardment was also carried out east of
the Meuse, This was followed by a
German attack between Douaumont
and Vaux which, according to the com-
munication of the French War Office,
was completely checked. ' The text of
the statement read:

In Belgium our artillery bombarded
enemy cantonments at Langemarck,
north-east of Ypres. In Argonne our
batterles were active against German

zations north of Laharezee and
La lle Mort and against enemy camps
in the northern part of Cheppy wood,
+west of the Meuse. Bombardment has
been intense against our positions be-
tween Avocourt and Malancourt. East
of the Meuse a quite violent bombard-
ment was followed in the course of
the afternoon by a German attack on
the ravine between fort Douaumont
and the village of Vaux. The attack
was completely stopped by our cur-
tain of fire.

In Woevre artillery activity has
been less marked, On the rest of the
front there is nothing to report.

A Belglum official communication
read: Artillery actions on both sides

have occurred in Pervyse and Oost-
kerke district and south of Dixmude.

e
(Special to the Guardian.)

LONDON, April 2,— The Germans
are still carrying on strong offensive
operations north-east and north-west
of Verdun. About four and a half
miles north-east they penetrated Cail-
lette Wood outside of Fort Douaumont
after a violent bombardment. - From
part of this wood the French in a
counter-attack drove them back. An-
other attack was delivered against a
portion of Avocourt Wood held by the
French, but the French fire and
machine guns held the Germahs. The
French have entirely evacuated the
village of Vaux and drawn their lines
south of the town, but in the immedi-
ate outskirts.

Berlin says north-east of Haucourt,
between = Malancourt and Le Mort
Homme, the Germans entirely cleared
the French from about 1,000 yards of
trenches, where they have r().uained
since March 30th.

On other sectors about Verdun there
have been intermittent bombardments
and artillery duels on the remainder
of the front.

Aircraft is active ‘around Verdun.
The French brought down three Ger-
man machines, but Berlin asserts the
aerial combats were in their favour.

Both sides . are dropping bombs on
military establishments at various
points. /

Greater activity displayed - in the
fighting between the Germans and
Russians in the region of Baranovichi.
Elsewhere the Russian front is un-
changed.

Three Brmsh and one Norwegian
steamers were sunk by submarines or
mines. Two of the British poats, the
Achilles and the Ashburton, were on
their way to London from Austraiian
ports, and the British steamer Gold-
mouth,to London from Texas with oll.
The Nofrwegian ‘boat, Peter Hemre,
was sunk at anchor, only one of the
crew of 15 escaped. Four of the crew
of the Achilles are missing, two of tiie
‘crew of the Goldmouth were wounded
and five of the crew of the Ashburton

are in hospital with shrapnel wounds.

A P.ES ISLANDER
IN CASUALTY LIST

Major Sinclair Hnmlltml, P, K 1,
attached to the 6th Canadian Mounted
Riffes is reported dange:iously ill in
tho last casualty list.

——————— e

NEW WAR MINISTER.

TOKIO, April 1. — Liout.-Genoral
;Ichinosuke Oka, Minister of Wir, has
roﬂlgnml owing to: ill-health.
::el(-’n(;iuls;'ecdod] by Lieut.-General Ken-'
chl Oshima, who had held the post of
Vice Minister of War. i
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N AMHERST

(Special to the Guardian.)
AMHERST, April 2. — Two fires
occurred last night. The first fire was
in the sore of P. T. Smith & Co., gent’s

T FIRES

‘| furnishing. The fire broke out shortly

after they had closed, in the rear of
the store. Considerable damage was
done by smoke and -water. The loss
is fully covered by msurance.

The second fire was in a bungalo on
Cornwall Ave., owned by Mrs Edmund
Snowdon and ou,upiul by a family by
the name of Gillis, The interior and
contents were badly damaged,

RECRUITING BRISK IN THE WEST.

WINNIPEG, April 1.—Reports for
the month of March obtained from
the commanding officers today, indl-
cate that between 7,000 and 8,000 men
will have been signed on since Febru-
ary 29, when figures for March are
submmed to the local War Office on
Friday evening. This is a record.

Ml.nard'l 4ng\lmnm cures Distemper.
THE WEATHER,
TEMPERATURE,

TIDE, MOOK, ETC,

(Special to Me Gu

TORONTO, April 8. '~ Mari
Moderate to fresh mnorth-westerly|d
winds, fair and comparatively cold.
THE WEATHER.~Yesterday was
mostly fine and\mlld with showers in
the forenoon.

The highest temperature recorded
yesterday was 37 degrees ahove zero.
At nine o'clock yesterday morning it
rogistered 36 above; at nine last night
n;rnbovo. 'l‘ho coldeut the previous
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THE VALUATION OF FOXES.

How did we dare to change the, val-
uation of foxes he asked, Now ‘the
fox industry is a very important one
to this province. It was flourishing
and we trust it will flourish again and
that ‘again it will yield a good revenue
to the province. But hard times had
struck it and we felt it was due to the
Province not.to kill the goose that was
laying the golden egg,and it was due to
the goose that some consideration
‘should be given it. We followed this
plan: We found that the average
valuation that people were willing and
ready to accept would sum up to about
one-half,’ and everyone who spoke to
me in regard to it was satisfied with
that. Some" had already paid taxes in
full. To those we gave credit upon the
basis that had been agreed upon.
People who had valued fox-
es ' at $10,000 and had not
been able to sell them had to
hold them over. We brought them
within  this practical clause, and if
they had over paid we placed that
overpayment to their credit. 'We con-
sidered the question with all the abili-
ty and the best advice that could’ be
brought to bear on it and arrived at
that conclusion; and I am sure that
any one of the gentlemer in the House
who examined the facts would readily
agree that we took the best course we
could. Here comes in the constitu-
tional lawyer, whose law is subject to
variation and also subject to grave cor-
rection.  He says, how could we make
such adjustment? I will tell him how
and he should have known. , The fox
Tax Act at sectfon 24 reads: *The
Governor in Council may from time
to time make 'such regulations not in-
consistent with this act as may be
deemed’ necessary for the following
purposes or any of them, that is to say

§ . for regulating the amount of
tnx in particular cases where special
circumstances may call for its adjust-
ment, I would.leave it to any lawyer
or any niember on the other side of
the House if that does not caver the
caso and authorise the govérnment,
where special circumstances may call
for adjustment, to make that adjust-
ment. Then he tells about ' putting
the tax to $2,000, It is one of those
statements of mixed facts and false-
hood that are most dangerous and di-
flicult to deal with. It is only where
the owners fail to comply with the re-
quirements of the statute and put the
value on their own foxes that the

value. But no man need pay that un-
less he is a defaulter and . fails to put
his own valuation on his foxes. The
hon. gentleman said that foxes wore
only worth last year about six or so.
ven hundred dollars a pair. | know
that some - foxes were sold at those
prices, but I think that such gales werc
a very great mistake, and every man
who has to do with the fox business
now realiges that if he has good foxes
he can get good prices, and that the
business is sound. By what right, he
says, did we fix 1914 at $5,000 a pair
and 1915 at $2,000? By what riglit?
By the right of the statute and'by the
right of the government to adjust
those things which call for adjustment.

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

"The hon. gentleman has referred to
the Public Works Department, He
charged negligence incompetence and
80 on. « He might have extended his
charges. We had a case where a mis-
take was made in the Public Works
Department. It was not the first mis-
ake made by a long way. Now the
campaign in Souris opened, and this
certainly had been manufactured for
the purpose. The first I heard of it
as a great public scandal was at the
meeting at St. Margaret's, where one
of the hon. members assisting the Lea-
der of the Opposition in that great
fallure of theirs made the announce-
ment that he had the affidavit. When
1 called for the afidavit I found he had
wli? purported to" he a copy and I
lenged him'to produce the affida-

v; nt. the next meeting, but he did not
However, we learned that that

dsvit that was sworn to was sworn

d efore a partner of the Leader of the

were disclosed we found that those
men who were endeavoring to cheat
the government were hand in glove
with the hon, Leader of the Opposition
nd his partner that they were

Look at the at-

Ho went to énqwrg wTh;t pi’(,)-

ere 18

t ono homrgglé codr:e ‘that mem-’
r¢ of a Parliament may take in a

hive a charge to bring against a meém-

ber of the Government or against any
other member should rige in th lr
the wholo responsi-
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tigation will’ show that those poor un-
fortunate Arsenaults who are made
to play the role of informants and
rogues will stand forth in very much
better colours than those who tempted
them to do the wrong and urged them
to continue in the wrong. Now, the
hon. gentleman can have his commit-
tee and I will go further and say that
even if he 'and his colleagues who
made the charges have not the courage
to make a charge of fraud,—if their
courage fails the committee wilt still
be appointed.

MR. BELL: Will the Leader of the
government insist on selecting the
committee?

THE PREMIER. 1 will have the
House select the committee. The hon.
Leader of the Opposition refers to a
mistaken ‘conception of his own mind.
He thinks he may select a committee.
Let him purge his mind of that. His
position is = tremendously important
but he is not so important that he can
over-ride the will of the House in any
single particular.

Proceeding to speak on the last
electioneering campaign the Premier
said: I don’t think we could, certainly
not within the memory of those in this
House, point to a campaign in which
there was 80 much scandalous misre-

presentation as was made by the mem-,

bers of the.Opposition; and I don’t

charge it against any of those gentle- |

men. They would . necessarily take
their information from those who were
leading them, and who indeed sorely
misled them. The salary of the Pre-
mier was one of those things dealt
with by them, and yet there sat in that
seat opposite four years ago'a gentle-
man_ who, I think, is.as great a .man
as the present iucumbcm. and he and
his colleague both voted for the salary
and they both put it through., I would
like to know from the hon. gentleman
what his policy is in .that regard. [
would. like to know whether he con-
giders the amount paid the Premier of
this province is in, excess of what is
absolutely mnecessary to live "upon.
There is no office in P.E. 1sland that
taxes a man more and requires more
close and assiduous attention and
there is none to-day, in proportion to
what has to be done and the import-
ance and magnitude of the work, that
is so poorly paid. We suffered many
vears in this province because the
Premier, giving his services free, un-

Opposition, and as the circumstances|

ttor of this kind, and that is, if they | an

w cdlw

less he was a man of wealth, might
have to look for a way out as quickly
as he could. I think in this I have the

government comes in and fixes that!cupport of the House when I say that

“‘nen we have come into power I'have
deyvoterd the whole of my' time and
whateve+ ability 1 possess, solely to
the int rests of this province, and that
in denling with  the Government at
Ottawa and in presenting’ our. claims
and worklug oul the conditions of the
province, we have had a siugle eye to
the advantage of the provinece.

AUTOMOBILES.

The automobile. question, said the
Leader of . tho Oppositiod, was sub-
mitted to the schoo Imeotings and we
didn’t abide by their decision. That
was heard all over the province and
every misreprsentation  ‘of fact that
could be made was made-against the
Government. The people were told all
the Government was going to do was
to open out the whole country and defy
the law. There never was any reason
for making that statement. hy are
motorg not running in Prince County?
Because the people at the meetings
said they did not want them, and they
never revoked that decision. If the
people of King's County desire to have
motors run and so petition the Gov-
ernment they can have them and will
not be held in check by a few narrow-
minded people who happen to beé sup-
porters of the Leader of the Opposition
and would ‘ like to impose their will
upon the whole province,

The Premier 'then dealt with the
oats scandal and the statements made
by the Opposition in this regard in the
dlection campaign, pointing out clearly
that there was no toundauon in fact
for any of them.

THE CONFERENGCE.

“Now,” he proceeded; " we como to
the consideration of some mattefs of
great importance. Many of the mem-
bers of this House were present: at
the conference recently held in Char-
Jottetown and a number of gentlemen
took an active part in the proceedings.
I think I sent an invitation to the
Leader of the Opposition and all the

what the objec
and asking for any advice or assist-
ange or suggestions thoy might think
ve, and 1 had a very courtoous
ropl m the hon. gentleman n-om St
Potor's aiid the hon entloman fi
the tmrd dlstr hat eonremnco
Xy

tmuammto!mepmtm

‘fit to

icating
membeks of the Opbostilon 1ndicaunf wuilty: of extravagaiice, especially: fi

the way of additional ‘salaties and m- N
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sure every member in this House who
wishes well to this province will give
all the agsistance he possibly can to
the ‘working out by the committee of
the problems that are now most ur-
gently confronting us. A meeting of
that committee will be held in- this
Chamber on Monday, and such of the
members who can-attend will be glad-
ly welcdmed there. One of the ques-
tions dealt with at the conference was
that of drainage of lands in this pro-
vince, and that is-a matter which will
receive the careful attention of the
Legislature at this session. The Gov-
ernment will introduce a bill for that
purpose. It is new legislation in this
province. It is legislation of a kind
that will require the most careful con-
sideration of all; and I would ask the
Opposition, many of whom are inter-
ested through their constituents direct-
ly in this question, to give all the
assistance and offer all the suggestion
they can, and we shall be very glad
to use them to the best advantage,
I believe, from the information we
have from Mr Reek, who is second to
no authority in Canada upon that sub-
ject, that there are at least 200,000
acres in this province that in the
course of time may be brought into
much more productive condition by
development of a sound drainage
system.

The Premier then referred in fitting
terms to that clause in- the speech
from the Throne  touching on the
death of Sir Charles Tupper, recalling
the fact that that building was the
place where the first meeting having
confederation in view was held and
that in the adjoining chamber leading
men assembled from Quebgc, Ontario,
Nova Scotia and: New Brunswick, to-
gether with the leading men of this
province, and there laid the fonndation
upon which Canada is now reared.

He next remarked on the excellence
of the speeches of the mover and
seconder of the address, especially in
their reference to. the war and the
part this nation is playing in it. He
helieved that the trial would serve to
weld the Empire more closely together
than any other cause could have
wrought.

In conclusion the Premier appealed
to, the members to lift the discussion
of the public affairs of the province to
a'high leVel, *“ We are not yet through
with our work,” he said, *“we havo
duties more onerous than members of
this House have been accustomed to
bear; and I trust and believe that we
will all rise to the higher level that
the occasion requires.”

MR. GEORGE E. HUGHES, said they
were proud that the Dominfons had
come to the assistance of the mother
country in this great war, and especial-
ly of the part which Canada had taken.
He believed that the result of the war
would be a lasting and ' enduring
peace. The recruiting in Prince Ed-
ward Island had been highly creditable
to our patriotism, and people of all
classes had contributed generously to
all the patriotic funds. Certain people
were having their patriotism severely
stralned by the fact that they did not
receive patronage from the Militia De-
partment. He thought that all sup-
plies should be obtained by public ten-
der. He gathered from his talks with
people in the country that parents
would prefere if gardens were encou-
raged at home instead of at the
schools, where they were apt to run
to weeds during the vacations. He
approved of the proposals of the re-
cent convention, and thought an infor-
mation bureau should be opened for
the immigration that would be drawn
to the province after the war. He con-
sidered that the teachers and inspec-
tors who had gone to the front desery-
ed all the congratulations that had
been showered upon them. He also
gave the Government credit for the
substantial progress being made in ag-
riculture, but he thought that every
effort should be made to improve the
main roads of the province, ' If any-
thing could be done in & reasonable
way to jmprove the lands by subsoil
drainag®, he felt it was the duty of the

Regarding the ' fishing ' industry he
thought the main thing was to obtain
quality, and' to see that steps were
taken to properly instruct there fisher:
men in curing. Ho approved of the
reference in the address to Siv Charles
Tupper. He did not think it was fair
to judge the public accounts for thu
past year until they were brought
down. "He had given, credit to the

he had fault to find of course. He
thouglit the goverament had been

‘crenses.  There had boen an fue
of $46,000 since the present mrn-
ment camo lnld power, In reply

fer Mr. ‘Hughes 'sald ho

would hlo

fthe Kyte charges, but the matter is

legislature to.see that it -~ was done. |§

government where credit was due,‘but |

LIBERALS DI

SMAYED

OVER NEW SITUATION

Instead of the Fishing Expedition
They Wanted for Campaign Pur-
poses the Royal Commission now
duly Authorized will lnvesﬁgale
to a Definite Conclusion.

(From our Own Correspondent.)

OTTAWA, April 2. — The Govern-
ment has not yet appointed counsel
to act in connection with the Royal
Commission which is to investigate

under immediate = consideration and
will be settled within the next few
days. Among the names mentioned
most prominently are those of Mr I
N. Helmuth, K.C,, of Toronto, and Hon.
A. W. Atwater, K.C., of Montreal.
There is no intimation yet as to

whether or not Sir Wilfrid Laurier will

name counsel and to that extent with-
draw his refusal to accept the Govern-
ment’s  proposal. It is apparent to-
night that the termination of the de-

bate on Sir Wilfrid Laurier's resolu-
tion for a general investigation of the
Shell Committee’s

delayed beyond Tuesday.
ly admitted what the Opposition seeks
fishing expedition.

Committee has done a number of re-

prehensible things that nobody knows
anything about, except the committee,

operations by a;
Parliamentary Committee will not be
It is frank-|opportunity of stating his position in

the Opposition would, of course, have
a minority representation of such a
committee, which would ‘enable them
to complain if the report of the com
mittee was unfavourable to their pur-
pose. The Royal Commission will dea!
with the four specific charges and will
bring in a verdict.

A potice was issued on Saturday
from the office of Lieut.-Colonel John
Stanfield, Chief Government Whip, in-
forming the Ministerial members of
the intention to conclude the debatc
on the Laurier resolution.on Tuesday.
1t will be remembered that on Thurs-
day night Hon, George P. Graham, on
the motion for adjournment, suggested
that the debate be not resumed untit
the return of Sir Sam Hughes. Ther¢
seems to be no reason for this course.
as Sir Sam Hughes will make hix
statement properly before the Royal
Commission and will still have th¢

the House on a queston of privilegc.

to obtain under this resolution is the ! The Commission will begin its investi-
opportunity to conduct a protracted | gation before the

arrival of Genera!
Hughes, who sailed for New York ou

On the assumption that the Shell|a French liner on Saturday.

The Cabinet has passed the Order-
in-Council formally constituting thc
Royal Commission.

'mmrnk { fgo b

‘A Special to the Guardian.)
LONDON, April 2.— Scotland and
the northern and south-eastern coun-
ties of England received a visit from

ZEPPELINS AGAIN
~ VISITED ENGLAND

Zeppelins' whicn d@ropped bombs. In

the air raid on the north-east coas{ -

of England Friday and Saturday nights
59 persons were killed and 166 wound

ed.
y

HIS LEG GONE,
RALLIED MEN
AND WON V.C.

LONDON, April 1.—8ix new awards
of the Victoria Cross have been an-
(nounced. The most amazing act of
courage was that of Corporal Cotter,
of the Sixth Fast Ient Régiment.
‘When his right leg had been blown oft
at the knee, and he was also wounded
in both arms, he made his way un-
.aided, for fifty yards, to a mine crater
and steadied the men who were hold-
ing it, controlled the fire, issued orders
and altered the dispositions of his men
to meet » fresh counter-attack by the
enemy.

For two hours he held the position,

and only allowed his wounds to be
roughly dressed  when the attack
quieted down.
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CANADIENS WIN DECIDING GAME.

MONTREAL. April 1.— Chnadien:
last night defeated the Portland, Ore-
gon, team in the final game for the -
Stanley Cup and the hockey champion
ship of the world, winning by a score
of 2 to 1. Each team had two games
to its credit previous to to-night's con-
test, hence there was great interes!
in the outcome of this deciding gamc
The game was hard and fast througl
out.

CONSPIRATORS ARE
NOW UNDER ARREST

WASHINGTON, April 1.—~ Depar!
ment of Justice officials announced to
day that two alleged conspirators with
Captain Tans Tauscher in a plot to
blow up the Welland Canal, wer:
under arrest in New York, that a thira
was under surveillance in New Eng
land, and that they expected to arrest
a fourth in a few days.
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