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Nazidom's nnual spring surprise
Iran, former Cx
Queen of Tran, §
ceeded to tottering throne abdicated

forces moved in,

~y spell trouble for new Shah of

own prince Mohammed Riza Pahlevi, shown here with
ister of Egypt’s King Farouk, and their child. Shan suc-

by his father as British nd Soviet

From.

7,50b Troops Rescued
Transport - Ship

20,000-ton former Liner set afire by Japanese

Bombers. Rescue

Australian
(DNEY,  Feb. | 15—(CP)—A
m?,. (ralian wa ship has pick-

trocps fiom a 2 G00-
iner wh.ch had kein

dye and cet on liie sevin
mies fom SAzap-re, a Lo
fom Batavia, N.E.L, sa.d today.
YORK, Feb, 156-—-(AP)—
of 1500 T trcons Tand’ te
United Nations tra r
1 Ausira ‘an
bed b

tre  AuRY
day ‘in a bicaderst heavd

panese Fomber ttaqk"d
10 mi' ‘s fron Si g-
1 and af er thr - his
t ino forres. In the
» b'mb'ng the w-r-
alorgricfe and tcok a=
than 1,300 men,

act for more
men ¥ hat leapd cv-
but lifetca’s p'cked them
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Avs‘ration off'cir sad
rofreq for hou's  bub
0 e 4N “"""C'"d mml'n-
i frem kelow to meet the
en'ire SUDT-
to be a solid
n tpe resoung
- l\n A Lidel

e i
~ovted bagging

Iiternaticnal At
A Clance

N— Churchill announces
's fall.

LOND

fingap-s

ian trcops pour
st Indies.

MOSCOW— Russlans  encounter
Germon reserves, advance 30 miles
I one gcctor,

BATAVIA—Dutch cut down 700

Iap parachute troops.

RANGOON—Battle for east coast
M Martoben Gul i
f Mo 1+ Guif nears climax.

SHOOT WRONG PIGEONS

N — (CP) — More than

made by small
Warship.

Japs attempt
To gain hold
In oil area -

(By Witt Hancock)
(Associaved Pross Staff Writer)

BATAVIA, Java, Feb, 156—(A
P)—Determined  defenders  of
southern Netherlands Sumatra
fought touay a sca-borne Jap-
anese attempt to establish a
foothold in the prized oil region
near Palembang afier cutiuing
down 1700 parachute shock
troops and dynamiling at least
part of the huge refining cenire,
a Acunerianas  high  command
communique said tonight.

The new threat to the second
largest island in the Nether-
laiius East Indies, only 250 miies
from Batavia in Java, developed
eai,y Sunday when three large
Japanese transports appeared
al the mouth of the Musi river
between Sumatra and the Isl-
and ol Bangka,

Newaerianus bombing  planes
imandiately atcacked the ships
lcaucd wich iroops as th.y
Shouiig I e caanner oniy 45

mics e xalembang, Direct
hiws buaseed the Imanoeuviing
Voo s near Muntok, the com-
m. ..qu id,

vay  armed parachute

s, dropped at three points
in he dmportant ol 1egicn
around Patembang from 100

transport planes, protected by
figutors, had already been mop-
ped up with the exciplion of
“only a few score of tue enemy
siil alive, the defenders said.
The vapanese had light mortars
and tommy-guns,

Nazi Munitions Depot
Biown Up L Hotland

NEW YORK, Feb. 16—(CP)—The
BBC reported tonight that a muni-
tions depot had been blown up at
The Hague and that the Germans
nad ordered 30 Hollanders shot
uniess those responsible are caught
in five days. The broadcast was

Eremy planes
Ambushed; 20
Are shot down

Enemy May Attempt To
By - Pass Tobruk In
Desert War; British
Subs Active Also.

(By Edward Kennedy)
(Associated Press Siaff Writer)

CAIRO, Feb. 15—(AP)—The R, A.
P. scored its greatest victory over
the battle-scarred Libyan _desert,
smasning a formation of 30 Axis
dive-bombers and lighters near Ain
El Gazala, but the Germans to-
night were atiempting to flank the
main British lines before Tobruk.

At sea, submarines sank one large
and another medium-sized supply
ship and probably destroyed a third.

R. A. F. Scores Over 30 Axis D

; A fourth Axis vessel, carrying sup-
plies,

was attacked by naval air-
erafl which brought the ship to a
standstill with columns of  black
smoke pouring from it. A fifth ship
—an armed trawler—was hit by 15
submarine shells almost within sight
of the Axis-held shore, and e
crew abandoned ship.

The great air battle was fought
over Acroma, only 10 miles west ef
Tobruk. A squadron of 18 Killy-
hawk planes_flown by British and
Australian pilots ambused the Axis
squadron attacking kmpire land
forces and shot down 20.

“Not one of the enemy formation
escaped damage,” the R, A. F. said.
The desert was studded with the
smoking wreckages of 16 Italian
planes and five German Messer=-
scnmitts. An anti-aircraft  battery

J

‘-:War Situation Last Night

P

SIMPSON, Associated Press War Analyst)

bleaker picture to allied eyes every-
Nazi-Russian
from North

(By KIRKE L.

The struggle unfolds an ever
where except along the blood-drenched snows of the
front. Disaster after disaster has stalked allied arms
Africa to the southwest Pacific.

Yet there are some allied highlights to relieve the gloomy scene,
aside from developments in Russia,

Fighting Hollanders stand pledged anew, despite toppling of Bri-
tish Singapore, to fight to the end for their spice islands, and to de-
stroy what they cannot protect. MacArthur's gallant band of Am-
erican-Filipino warriors battles on, still a galling thorn in the path
of the Japanese victory march. A belated official disclosure of -dam-
age wrought by the United States Pacific fleet to Japanese Sea out-
posts in the Marshall and Gilbert islands shows that operation was
the most serious counter blow yet struck at Japan except in Macassar
Strait.

. Ll . -

There is one other less sinister facet to the war picture. In Libya
the counter attack of Rommel’s reinforced legions has been halted
short of Tobruk,

The latest of the allied disasters can not yet be assessed. Full
significance of the daring Nazi stroke which slipped three powerful
and dangerous warships away from Brest through Britain’s watch-
on-the-Channel at Dover Strait depends on the use Hitler has planned
for them.

Their successful dash for hundreds of miles along England’s own
heavily manned coast has sent new waves of invasion apprehension
over British minds. They must weigh that equation anew,

o [ *

If a veritable German battlefleet screened by the Nazi air force
can run the channel for 750 miles from Brest to Heligoland, the
crossing of its 22-mile narrows by a Nazi invading host certainly is
not impossible.

How the passage of Dover Strait against British sea, air and
coasial battery power could have been achieved passes understanding.

Britain has been at war more than two years with her first con-
cern always centred on her channel defences. That the British bull-
dog could be caught dozing on his own front stoop in such circum-
stances is difficult to explain on any thesls,

auded a 2lst victim, Two Axis vict- == 4

ims earlier in the week were con-
firmed as shot down, and three
other planes .were _a 5
growing toll of Malta’s anii-alf=
craft batieries.

On land, the enemy started mov-
ing ‘“considerable™ }
armored icrces €ast O ne ni
British lines between El Meshili and
Tmimi and it appeared that he
migiat try to by-pass Tobruk,

A good coastal road parailels the
Cirenalcan coast some 30 miles
south of the Mediterranean from El
Mechili to the Egyptian froniler,

The enemy celumns were dis=
persed so widely that British artiil=
ery was unable to engage them ef=
fectively, but patrols hurried out 0O
harass the enemy continuously.

New action in
Burima invasion

2

PANGOON, Feb, 15-—(AP)—Jap=

anese forces struck from two direc= &1

tonight at Thaton. 40 miles
northwest of Martaban on the Ran-
aoon railroad. and the batle for the ¢
east coast of the Gulf of Martaban ¢
neared its climax.

The invaders were attacking from
seaside landing points above capturs-
ed Martaban as well as from a ceep

d

salient thrust from their Salween 14 d. ]
83 lost by the Russians, Three Ger-

man planes were shot down “near
Moscow” today.

river bridgehead at Paan, unoffic-
ial reports said.

holm dispatch saying Soviet forces
Ottawa to check

wire within
Polish frontier and the Vilna dis-
trict, on the southeast frontier of
Lithuania.)

Dr. Dafoe Quits As

Chungking report

it

Feb. 15— (CP)—The
Department of External Affairs to-
night announced it is taking im-
mediate action to check the truth
of a report from Chungking that
5000 troops of the surrendered
Hong Kong garrison—including
Canadians—are lving {n an in-
ternment camp at Kowloon .under
primitive conditions and without

OTTAWA,

slan  troops
trenched pesitions of the
army
fresh
30 miles in one sector,

from the front said ton(lié;ré:.lwhw" TreatEd by Japs

are confronting = Germany’s
winter

man planes were shot down yester-
ay, bringing the total for the first

Allan Roy Dafce’'s asscciation with
the Dionne quintuplets
day of their memorable birth nearly
eight years ago is ending. The little
country doctor w.ose
with that of the babies has submitt=

Russian Troops

skt Meet Fresh Nazis

Moscow tells of 30-mile
advance in one sector.

Report British
Prisoners ifl

(By Eddy (T,ii_v‘nm't-_ Associated
Press Staff Writer)

MOSCOW, Fe¢bh. 15--(AP)—Rus-«
driving against en-
German
have come in contact with
reserves but have advanced

In many sectors, Russ'an troops
basic
The communique is-
Soviet bureau of in-

line.

ted by th CHUNGKING, Feb, 15—(AP)

mation ke of German coun- —Yive thousand troops of the
ttacks in some sectors .with surendered Heng Kong  gar-
Germans throwing in  their rison — including Canadian

ret reserves.

troops—are living in an intern-
The communique sald seven Ger-

ment camp at Kowloon urder
primitive conditions and with-
out proper food, Arnold Vaught
of the International Friends'
Mission reported today.
Vaught is supervising expen-
diture of American relief funds

s of February to 269 against

(The BBC broadcast a Stock- in China.
“As the troops marched past
tiving through White Russia the Kowloon Y.M.C.A, they

begged for water,” vaught said,
“Pecple who ran to gie them
some were driven away by the
Japanese who threatened them
with. bayonets.

“In camp they had no water
for two days, There were no
latrines and the prisoner were

72 miles of the old

Quints’ Physician = not given any tools to make
T them. Ofiicers and men were
put together and mo com-

TORONTO, Feb, 156—(CP)—-DI.  municotion was allowed with
the Japanese general.

“They had only two bowls of
poorly-cooked rice a day with
nothing else, There was only
one water faucet for the entire
camp and no way to boil wat-

since the

fame grew

15,000 Victory Of Loss In Talk

ALLS !TO HANDS OF JAP INVAL

1

F

ive Bombers Churchill Tells

e
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Bond Salesmen On War Situation

Go into action

OTTAWA, Feb. 15 —(CP) — Fif-
teen thousand victory bond sales-
men tomorrow morning .aunch a
nation-wide drive aimed a. raising
at least $600.000,000 to help wmeet
Canada’s war bill.

Already many organizations,
business firms and individuals have
earmarked funds for subscription
to this second victory loan and an
encouraging first-day response
anticinated, said national
headquarters,

“Immediate goal of the three-
week drive is to borrow from Ca-
nadians a war chest of at least
$600,000,000,” headquarters said in
a statement. “But it is officlally
hoped that actual returns from the
appeal will pass tfie nominal ob-
jective by a sizable margin”

Tonight, G. W. Spinney, chairman
of the national war finance com-
mittee which is directing the drive,
expressed confidence in success of
the drive, “because I am sure the
spirit of Canadians will respond to
the challenge and the need con-
fronting them.”

Inquest opens
Into death
At Georgetown

The adjourned inquest into the
death of Mrs. James MacDonald,
67-year-old resident of Georgetown
Royalty, will be resumed next Fri-
day. -Mrs.- MaeDonaki ' was - found
dead on the side of the road lead-
ing to Newport, about two miles
from her home, Friday morning.
The aged lady had been in {ll
health for several years and her
sight, was badly impaired.

Police said she had protested when
her son, Emmett, wanted to take a
horse out of the stable Thursday
evening. However, the boy hitched
the horze and left to drive a friend
to Launching. It is believed that
the woman started on foot after
him without his knowledge. When
it was found that she was missing
from her home the next morning &
search was started. Mr. Albert King
and a companion found the body
along the side of the road about
9.30 Friday morning when they
were on their way to cut ice. The
woman was dead. Royal Canadian
Mounted Police at Montague were
notified of her disappearance ear-
lier in the morning by one of her
SOns.

When found, the woman was
lightly clad. Dr. A, Kennedy of
Georgetown testified at the inquest
pefore Magistrate L. B. Mellish that
in his opinion she had died from
shock and exposure or probably ex-
haustion. She had left her home
about 6.15 Thursday evening.

Other witnesses to testify were:
Two sons of the deceased, Emmett
and Frank, Albert King and his
companion (whose name was not a-
vailable last night.)

Ti-e foreman of the jury was Mr.
Arthur Jenkins, Georgetown.

The deceased is also survived by
a daughter, May, in the United
States, Her husban® predeceased
her.

is
loan

Declares faith in ultimate victory
is unclouded; Lack of unity only

thing which can

bring defeat now

with United States in conflit,

LONDON, Feb. 15—(CP)—Prime

Minister Churchill

announced grimly tonight the fall of Singapore, said it
was a “heavy and far-reaching military defeat,” and in a
stirring plea for the life of his Government declared that
now with the United States in the war “we are ne longer

alone.”

_ Broadcasting to the world in. a 24-minute speech the
Pg‘lme Minister answered rising criticism of his cabinet
with the declaration that his policies had been based on

the United States’ entry into

the conflict, that “it is what

I have dreamed of, aimed at and worked for, and now it has

come to pass.”

Mr. Churchill did not mention the escape of the German

battleships Gneisenau and Scharnhorst and the

cruiser Prince

Eugep through British home waters last Thursday, a flouting of
Britain’s cherished sea power, which with defeats in the Pacific
had added fuel to the grousing against his Government, %

He made it plain that neither today’s fall of Singapore nos

Japan’s other quick victories could cloud his

allied victory.

faith in eventual

Immediate reaction to the speech was that Mr, Churchill had
spoken well but had left much unsaid,

“The British public sees eye

to eye with him about the great

American ally,” said one commentator. “But that still does not

explain the Malayan disaster and. the

their dreadful implications.”

channel chagrin with all

Mr. Churchill spoke in an earnest, unemotional voice. Outside

the studio. where he spoke.the tense atmosphere hud bean Helohi”

ened by the news of the disaster

last week’s channel battle and evil

Middle East.

LONDON, Feb. 15—(AP)—Follow-
ing is the text of Prime Minister
Churchill’s broadcast Sunday night:

Nearly six months have passed
since af the end of August I made
a broadcast directly to my fellow
countrymen. It is therefore worth=-
while lcoking back over this half-
year of struggle for life—for that is
what it has been and what it* is—
to see what has happened to our
fortunes and to our prospects.

At that time, in August, I had the
pleasure of meeting the President of
the United States and drawing up
with him a declaration of British
and American policy which has be-
come known to the world as the At-
Jantic charter, We also sald a num=
ber of other things about the war,
some of which have had an import=
ant influence on its course.

Combatant and Benevolent Neutral

In those days we met on the
terms of a hard-pressed combatant
seeking assistance from a great
friend who was, however, only &
benevolent neutral, In those days
the Germans seemed to be tearing
the Russian armies to pieces an
striding on with growing moment=
um to Leningrad, to Moscow, to
Rostov and even farther into the
heart of Russia.

Tt was thoueht a very daring as-
sertion when the President declared
that the Russian armies would hold
out until winter. You may say that
military men of all countries, friend,
foe and neutral alike, were very

“Col

(Continued on page T,

Detail

Singapore’s

' Uniold  Of

Capture

Believe tany Troops successfully evacuated

in the Far East, reperc:
portents of the fight in the

ions of

Local man given
Honorary office

MONTREAL, Feb, 18 —(CP) ~-
Dr. Sidney E. Smith of Winnipe
president of the University of M
toba, was re-elected t /
dent of the nation
Young Men's Chri
at the concluding s
annual meeting.

Col, G. W. Birks of Mont
R.F, McWilliams of V
D. J. Bonnell of Ct
E. I, were named
presidents.

Dr. H. L. Keenley.
was re-elected vice-j
McKenz

Dr. N.AM. oL
ton and J. H. McDx v

Westminster, B..C
similar posts. W. .
onto contin
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