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Said

What Premier Jones

The Summerside Town Council need not
worry about having spoken too strongly on the
subject of our car ferry grievances. They did
not go nearly as far as Premier Jones when he
said in the Legislature on March 8 last:

“One hesutates to speak about the difficul-
tics today Dbecause they are so extremely serious.
If the public knciv all about it, I think they
would be shocked and alarmed. A few of them
might ceen mozve to the mainland.  Conditions
haze been very lad, so much so that there has
been a hush-lush policy this winter.

"I stated before that the new car ferry can-
not be ready before Sceptember of next vear, 1
do not sce any reason to modify that statcnent.
At any rate, the fact i that we have got to go
throagh another winter withont a nei

to get aloing with the one wwe e,

The ferry we heve fas broken lier rudder shaft

on three occasions., On the last occasion the

spare part wwas not on the boat, us it should haze

been, and it took a couple of days to make the

s—ccith about 300 cars at Tormentine
wailing to get across to this Province. ..

“lE secms o me that wnder the terms of Con-
federation when something has happencd to in-
terrupt ouwr communication for which the Do-
minion faled to make adequate provision, we
have a claive against Canada for the 1
tained. The delay of cven a dav or i
bring up claims of thousands of dollars.

“1 belicze that we should claime from the Do-
wiiiion Government on account of delinguencics
e their pert for tansportation  across  fhe
Straits, hundreds of thousand of dollars - it
mav be millions.” (Loud applause).

This is the speech which was referred to in
Parliament by members fromother provinees, men
who had no particular interest i our
ances, or responsibility for presenting
but who were moved to generous indignation
on reading the outspoken words the I're-
mier of Prince Fdward Island.

we lm"L‘
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Saskatchewan Elections

In Saskatchewan, as in New Brunswick, a
Liberal administration is about to risk its life
in a general election, notes the Ottawa Journal.
The present Legislature was clected in July,
1938, and lLias run its course.

That efection saw the Liberals poll 200,000
votes out of a total of 440,000, but this minor-
ity gave them 36 seats in the Legislature out of
52. That, however, was a sharp reduction from
the 50 seats they held in the preceding House.
Mecanwhile the C.C.F. group was increased
from five to eleven; Social Credit and the
Unity Party each clected two members, and
one seat was vacant,

There are no Conservatives in the present
Legislature—which does not mean there will
be none in the next. In 1938 the Conservatives
polled 52,000 votes, or more than one-quarter
the Liberal total, and although they did not elect
n candidate, their total shows that the PProgres-
sive Conservative party still is a strong factor
in Saskatchewan politics. No doubt the C.C.F.
will be formidable in the coming clection. and
altogether the traditional resourcefulness of the
Saskatchewan T.iberals will 1)- put to full test.

Overseas Mail

Reference was made recently in these columns
to the delay and extra work caused by inpro-
perly addressed il for the overscas forces.
This has been a big factor in the non-delivery
of mail and the conscquent disappointment of
members of the armed forces. There are, how-
cver, other reasons, unavoidable under war con-
ditions, why mail is sometimes delayed, and
which are emphasized in a circular recently is-
sied by the Postmaster General. The ‘time
taken, which to anxious relatives and friends
may seem unrcasonable, has been due to three
more_or less unavoidable causes, namely:

1 The Jaek of transport, both air and surface,
on account of the imperative and incessant re-
quirements for vital operations.

2. Adverse trans-Atlantic weather usually pre-
valent in the winter months,

3. The necessary movement of personnel from
unit to unit and dislocation to meet the exig-
encies of active operations, and the need of
tracing these men and re-directing their mail.

Relatives and friends are assured, however,
that the post ofiice of Canada is doing cvery-
thing possible to facilitate  the movement of
overscas mail. - The job is an increasingly dif-
ficult and complicated one, and it is well for the
public to realize that even after every care has
been taken in the way of proper addressing and
packaging oi mail, delays are occasionally in-
evitable under war conditions,

Works Must Be Timed

In_planning post-war public works Canada
must consider not only the value and revenue-
producing capacity of the works themselves, hut
the time when they should be undertaken. Tim-
ing, as Mr. Bernard Baruch points out in a post-
war report to the United States government, is
all-important, if public works-are to e used as a
palliative for unemployment,

Tmmediately aiter the war, he says, a quick
boom may be expected as the public rushes to
buy goods long difficult to secure, and to spend
its war savings. At the same time the nation
will have to convert its war factories to peace-
time production and will need labor and mat-
erials  for this purpose It the Government
launches vast public warks at this point it will
livert encrgy from the task of inedu strial re-
construction and reduce the output of civilian

goods, which will.require most of the available
manpower,

In this diagnosis, Mr, Baruch concurs in the
report of the James Commiittee in Ottawa and
also in the belief that the danger of depression
will occur after a post-war boom. It is then
that public works may be needed if, by then
the world has not been able to reestablish inter-
national trade. Since there is a limit to public
spending and public works, they should not be
wasted in good times and unevailable in bad.
The timing of works should be planned as care-
fully as their actual content.

EDITURIAL NOTES ~

Ceylon’s crude rubber production exceeds
the combined output of all the other territories
accessible to the Allies,

- - - -

By British action alone since January 1st,
1043, 19 enemy warships and a large number of
L-boats have Dbeen swih, also escort vessels,
minesweepers and other auxiliarics, as well as
316 merchant ships, aggregating 833,000 tons.

* ¥ *

One of the most unusual jobs in any of the
services is the collection of spiders’ webs to be
used in the sights of binoculars and submarine
periscopes. The extreme delicacy and strength
of each fine thread fills the need for such pre-
cise wartime instruments.

* * * *

The skill of the British anti-aireraft gun crews,
as well as weapon-performance, has immensely
increased since 1940. The crews are trained and
re-trained in - gruelling gunnery courses. One
Me. 410 which crossed the coast north of London
by night and was met by heavy anti-aircraft fire
was shot down in pitch darkness from an alti-
tude of over four miles with only 30 rounds.

* x* *

These davs parachute jumping is no mninre
dangerous than jumping off a slow moving bus.
Sprained ankles and wrists are down to a mini-
muam. which is largely due to the fact that the
parachutes  are  painstakingly  packed. One
I'light-Sergeant has been responsible for the
packing of 38,000 parachutes and says he has
never had one fa'l to open,

* »* »

During the past four years, the morality squad
of the Montreal police ‘was instrumental in col-
lecting nearly $2,000,000 in fines, costs, seized
money and “jumped” bail bonds from  Mon-
treal prostitution, gambling and betting  inter-
estz, Mr. Louis Jargaille, assistant director of
the force and chief of detectives, stated at the
Cannon royal commission probe into th activ-
ities of the police.

* * *

Roduey’s Great Victory this date, 1782; Lord
George Drydges Rodney, British Admiral, des-
troyed Tlavre harbour in 1759; took Martinique
in 17015 won the victories of Cape Finisterre
and Cape St. Vincent and afterwards relieved
Gibraltar in 1780; captured St. liustatia in 1781 ;
and crowned his naval carcer by defcating the
I'rench fleet ofi the Leeward Islands in 1782
which gave the British unrivalled control of the
West Indies and Central America; was created
a baron, and lived for other ten ycars, mostly
as a naval adviser to the Admiralty,

* * * *

Carrying more coal to Newcastle. " Coal ex-
cavations begun recently have resulted in the
discovery of the biggest scam of out-crop cver
known in Britain.  Stretching  for 26 miles
from Newecastle into the heart of Northumber-
landshire the seam is thought to hold several
hundred thousand tons. The United States
Army is to lend mechanical excavators to help
production which, when in full swing, is ex-
pected to yield a weekly output as big as that
of any of Britain's largest collicries.

*® ok ok %

A new Canadian wheat named “88” on which
Canadian authorities are pinning hopes of com-
batting the disastrous saw-fly, is nearing har-
vest in California.  The wheat will be sown this

ar at the Swift Current experimental station

re it was originated. The seed was taken to

fornia to take advantage of climatic con-
ditions in speeding reproduction.  Dr. 1. H.
Newnun, director of the department’s cereca!
division, 'said calculation of the value of the new
strain of wheat was “purely speculative.” “Some
vears the loss from saw-fly has been extremely
heavy and the saving might casily run into mii-
fions of dollars,” Dr. Newman said,

XA %

Lord Sempill, winding up a Canadian tour,
said at Ottawa that what impressed him most
was the way Scottish people had taken hold in

wWa, “You could take a Scotsman 30,000
fect up in the air, drop him by parachute, not
tell him where he was going, and wherever he
landed in Canada, he would feel at home,” said
the Scottish peer. Ile added that Canada of-
fered a great future for Scottish families, if
they would come out and go into primary in-
dustries. “Canada could use these Scottish
people,” he continued. “But they must be
voung, and they must come as families. Then
they could go into such primary industries as

farming, forestry and fishing.”
- »* *

The British Way. “A few weeks ago, sca-
men were surprised when — accompanied by a
message from the Prime Minister — they were
handed a leaflet asking them if they would
signify their intention of taking part in the in-
vasion of the Continent. They were surprised
because they had automatically assumed that
they would be there on the job. But the auth-
orities felt that they weren't strictly fighting
men—they were civilians in a civilian occupa-
tion — and there were several points above leave
and overtime pay that would have to go by the
board in an emergency. Would they be willing
to put up' with all the inconveniences which their
fighting comrades would have to put up with?
It they were—and the I’M's message scemed
to indicate that he was betting that they - would
be—would they please get their Identity Cards
stamped with a V for Victory? The Result? —
Charlie Jarman, who is the Secretary of the Na-
tional Union of Seamen, announced that every
merchant seaman in the county, with the excep-
tion of a hundred who were away sick, had had
that very important V' stamped on their cards.”
Anextract from “When the Merchant Navy
Invades the Continent"—a BBC shortwave talic
by Douglas Willis,

the winter? Past ex-

PUBLIC FORUM

GEORGETOWN NEGLECTED

Sir,—May I be permitted to of-
fer a few comments on the two
very fine letters which appeared
in your issue of Saturday last. One
signed “King's County” and the
other from the versatile pen of Mr.
Pratt.

I think that “King’s County” was
slightly in error in stating that the
County representative is and has
for some time been asleep. For I
think most people know that Dr.
Grant is putting forth consider-
able effort to have the proposed
dry dock built at Georgetown, but
is meeting with stone-walled re-
sistance from the Hon, Mr, Ralston.
It seems that this Mr. Ralston be-
cause of his position in the cab-
inet is able to overrule the other
members. This is a dangerous prac-
tice and one that should not be
allowed to continue if our demo-
cratic form of government is to
survive,

I believe however that the learn-
ed Doctor ‘though momentarilv
down is not yet counted out and
like many a famous fighter will
vet rise from the canvas to floor
his opponent. and on the wings of
this hoped for victory will come the
Drv Dock to Georgetown.

“King's County” refers also to
the claims which could and should
be made on the Federal govern-
ment for losses due directly to the
break-down of our transportation
system. I would like to add to the
contents of that letter and say a
survey of the potato situation on
P. sland showed that on March
20, 1944, there were still 2,000 cars
to be shipped. That would mean
that 30 cars a day, every day, until
the end of May, would have tn be
moved from the Island. Many of
those will not get away aund the
majovitv of those that do will be
subjected to the loss caused by a
falling market, which even up to
now has meant a loss of 5 cents
per bushel. The market for Mount-
ain Sced is through. Those who
still have Mountain Seed are now
cbliged to soll them for table stock
with a resulting loss of some 50
cents per bushel. Is it fair that our
farmers or shippers, should be call-
ed upon to bear this loss when the
inadequacy of our transportation
system was solely to blame?

As for turnips, no complete sur-
vev of available supply has been
made but at Montague alone there
are 25 cars, and we take it that
like supplies were held in readi-
ness for shipment thiroughout the
Island. Those turnips had a value
to the farmer of $320.00 per car.
Today they ars valueless, a sorrow-
ful condition to exist in a purely
agricultural province, $322°00 s
rather a heavy tax for a farmer
of P. E. Island to be called upon to
pay because the Dominion Govern-
ment has failed to carry out the
terms of Union.

Perfiaps the pleture is not so
dark. however, for our Premier,
the Hon. Mr. Jones has said we have
a claim against Ottawa for our
losses. Let us get busy then, every
dealer who has suffered lcss be-
cause of poor transportation and
make out his just bill and give it
to his local representative who in
turn will present them to  Mr.
Jones. In this way our Province
will have real facts upoa which
to base the Island’s claim for
damages. If our local government
is really sincere they will lend
leadership to the compiling of
those losses, but the time is now
and any undue delay should not be
tolerated by those upon whose
shoulders the losses now rest.

The scholarly letters
Pratt should
reading by ev person on Prince
Edward Island. A_successful farm-
er, a competent business man, he
writes of conditions as he sees
them; writes with a thoroughness
that shows his writings to be not
those of a fault finder nor of a
chronic critic, but those of a man
well versed in Island conditions
and with a keen desire that the
best and only the best should be
offered to this fair 1Island, the
birthplace of Confederation,

To fully appreciate Mr. Pratt's
letter, and in fact Mr, Pratt the
man, one has but to read and
compare his letter with the one
sent him by the Patriot in which
an attempt {s made to trump up
reasons for not publishing  the
former’s letter.

Never have more childish, n-
consistent statements been penned
by a man than those contained in
that letter to Mr. Pratt signed “W.
A.G The first paragraph states
the reason for cutting Mr. Pratt's
letter was solely to make it short-
er, yet three lines later an entirely
different reason is offered.

The childishness of the argument
re Newfoundland is fit only for a
beginner’s “daily” ‘in  a Kinder-
garden devoted primarily to ment-
ally deficient children,

Truly the Patriot has fallen up-
on ill times if that letter is any
standard of the mental qualities
of its editorial staff,

“Afraid to speak lest we lose oir
bread and butter” appears to be
the thought dominating “W.A.G.”
Perhaps some other day Mr, Pratt
might write another ~letter n
which hie would acquaint the Pat-
riot mentor with the fact that at
present there is a war on. A war
for the preservation of Four Free-
doms, and one of those four is the
Fréedom of Speech, But let us
leave “W.A.G.”, for after all this
letter was meant to discuss things
really worthwhile.

Some short time ago a statement
was made by one of the Ministers
that next Fall an jce-breaker would
be stationed at Borden and held
in readiness throughout the winter
to come to the ald of the S.S. Prince
Edward Island should she get into
difficulties,

To the writer this appears to be
a very absurd arrangement, as I
am of the opinion that no boat oth-
er than one specially built for that
run would be capable of withe
standing winter conditions in that
part of the Straits,

I.am also of the opinion that no
boat of any kind-—ice-breaker or
otherwise—could be found  that
could be utilized In the grescnt
nier arrangements at orden,
Hence, 1t T am correct in either or
both of my opinions, the “freezing”
of an ice-breaker at Borden would
do absoliizly nothing to relieve
our freight congestion,

If there is an ice-breaker avail-
able for the coming winter, and
we have the Minister's statement
that there is, would it not be the
sensible thing to put her on the
Georgetown-Pictou run from the
early Fall and leave her there

. [ North Sea

erlences have shown this to be
the most practical winter route to
he ma! K expenses of fit-
ting up the wharves at Pictou and
Georgetown to accommodate such
& boat would be negligible and
this boat should be capable of
handling all the products of King’s
County and a goodly portion of
those of Queen’s and thus greatly
relleve conditions at Borden.

The fine heated shed at George-
town would provide facilities for
the handling of perishable pro-
ducts under all weather conditions
while on the other hand should
anything happen to the present
car ferry no other boat would be
able to carry on at Borden since
all exports would have to be un-
loaded from cars and there is no
way In which this could be carried
out at Borden under the present
set up.

The Georgetown route, is the
only feasible remedy for-the relief
of the pressure at Borden next
winter. Surely the influential men
of the other Counties see this and
know it to be true., Why then will
not all parts of the Island put
forth a combined appeal so thal
this service may be arranged for
the coming winter and thus a cer-
tain measure of transportation se-
curity will be assured,

I am, Sir, etc.,
GEORGETOWN.

CAUSEWAY, ETC.

Sir,—After the loss of our good
ship “Charlottetown” and having
to resort to the old S.S. Prince Ed-
ward Island for our first line of
transportation, I made inquiries
from an engineer of the latest re-
port on a tunnel or other perman-
ent means of transportation to and
from Prince Edward Island. I re-
ceived a report as follows:
Tunnel underground .$115,000,000
Steel, tubular & cement .

lying on bottom ... 79,000,000
Causeway L. 47,900,000

Seeing the vast dif2oice  be-
tween the cost of a ¢ way and
an up-to-date tunnel I vestigated
further about a causew My first
inquiry was if there were such a
construction in the world and was
advised by an engineer of Mac-
Donald College, Quebzoc, that there
was one and it was 18 miles long
and that on his vacation in Europe
before the war, I think it was 1935
ha had actually driven over it. This
was the information I was look-
ing for and when I found it was
twice as lonig as the distance he-
teween P. E. I. and N.B. I asked
for further information.

I found that this causcway was
built in Holland and cut off the
large inlet water called the Zuider
Zee from the North Sea, The Zuid-
er Zee is a body of water meas-
uring about 40 miles by 50 miles
and the tide water had to rush In
this gap as it is the only outlet
with the exception of a small can-
al from the Zuider passing Amster-
dam to the North Sea. The d
of the ‘water that had to be c -
ed is at its deepest point about ¢
fa*homs, 36 ft.

The reason for this colossal '1.a-
dertaking was to reclaim muie
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NATIONAL SELECTIVE SERVICE

IF YOU EMPLOY
MALE PERSONS

Have they all complied with
the Military Call-Up?

By an Order signed under authority of the
National Selective Service Mobilization
Regulations:

1. Every employer of male employees must mal
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Mall Orders Given Prompt
Attention,

an examination of the documents of these
employces, and forward advice on those who
fail to produce documents showing good
standing under Mobilization Regulations.

2. This examination must be completed by
May 1st, 1944,

3. “EMPLOYER?” includes industrial and com-
mercial employers, and also farm operators.

4. “MALE EMPLOYEE” includes all male
persons working for you.

5. A booklet, “EMPLOYERS®’ GUIDE?’, has been
sent 1o industrial and commercial employers.
A return post card has gone to farm operators,

6. If you employ any male person, and have not
been notified of the survey by booklet or post
card, contact the nearest Employment and
Selective Service Office and ask for the booklet.

7. Workers in agriculture, of military age, who
have not been rejected by the Army and who
have not a Postponement Order should apply
for such order to the nearest Registrar
immediately.

land. The people of Holland in iae
north were farming about Y
thousand acres and by  building
this causeway with a lock in it tor
shipping they could then contvol
the Zuider Zee and ultimntely
make it a fresh  water like.
They could then reclaim
another five hundred thousand
acres A lot of land you will  say.
This scheme would gradually low-
er the water in the Zuider Zee as
the tide wouldn't get in and when
the tide would go out the water
would be lowered by the lock.

The reason their  construct'on
was so expensive was that it 41
to be practically water tight ()
make the inland lake fresh water.
Thev also had to take into consid-
eration heavy storms from the
and had to build one
side higher or with a greater sea
siope.

When the causeway was finished
it was wide enough for a rail
track in the centre and an automo-
bile track on either side. They had
some severe winters; it was so cold
they worked on the ice to move a
lot of their material. After getting
this information, I found a lot of
opposition to a causeway across
our Northumberland Straits was
the severe currents of water with
fce in the winter time, which
would wash it away or climb over

it. Let us look at the map of the
Gulf of St. Lawrence. The water
enters the Gulf from three points,
the Strait of Belle Isle in the north
the Cabot Strait and the Gut of
Canso from the east. The principal
inlet is the Cabot Strait between
Newfoundland and Cape Breton.
The water is spread all over the
Gulf and soes several hundved
miles up the St. Lawrence, when
it has to go out again,

You will notice the position of
Prince_Edward Island. The current

(Continued on page 7. Col. 8)

GHOSTS OF INDIANS

Indlan-footed move the mists
From the corner of the lake,
Silent, sinuous and bent;

And their trailing feathers shake,
Tremble to forgotten leapings,
While with lingerings or creepings
Down they lean again to slake
The dead thirst of parching

mouths,
Lean their pale mouths in the lake,

Indian-footed move the mists
That were hiding in the pine,

But upon the oval lake

In a bent andnﬁhostly line

Lean and dri for better sleep-

ng .
Then “n-y
ing

n
Glidin,,
Disapj»

{urn again and—creep-

with fur and fins—

S
* through  woods and

water
On a thousand moccasins.
—Witter Bynner.
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8. Obligation to make the examination rests on
each and every employer of male persons, and
employers must act.

9. Pcnalties are provided for failure to carry out
this examination, and for male employees fail-
ing to assist by refusal to produce documents.

THE NATIONAL SELECTIVE SERVICE
MOBILIZATION REGULATIONS

Department of Labour

HUMPHREY MITCHELL,

A. Ma ARA,
Minister of Labour, Director, National Selective Service,

8.10-44-D

INSURANCE
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W. K. ROGERS
Agencies Ltd.
Phene 540—541
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. The public is hereby warned that practice bomb-
ing will take place at any time during the night or
day at the Tracadie Bay Practice Bombing Range,
commencing Wednesday 12th of April, 1944, This
!)ombmg range consists of a circular area of 1,000 yds
in radu!s. adjacent to the East Shore of Tracadie
Bay as illustrated on warning notices in the District.

No unauthorized person is permitted to enter the
:., danger area on or after the date mentioned.

E.R. Bro

LN X R T L R T

w & Son |
Fire, Auto, Life, Accident, Sickness
and Plate Glass Insurance

at Lowest Rate

Agent at Summerside, D. O. Stewart
144 Richmond St. Charlottetown

NOTICE

HIGHWAYS CLOSED TO MOTOR VEHICLES

Commencing Apri] 11th, 1944, and until fur-
ther notice, all highways in this Province are
closed for motor vehicle traffic, except in such
cases where the total weight of vehicle and
load does not exceed 5,000 pounds.

Anyone driving on provincial highways con.
trary to this order shall be duly prosecuted.

Dated the 8th day of April, A.D,, 1944,
By Order,
C. J. STEWART,

Acting Clerk of the Executive Councll

B ]
McLeod & Bentley

W. E. BENTLEY, K. C.
J. A, BENTLEY. K. C.
Barristers and Attorneys-at-
Law

184 Prince Street

M. ALBAN FARMER

B. A.. LLB,
BARRISTER, SOLICITO! C.
Canadian Bank of Commofl-el:lu

MONEY TO LOAN
.;ALEX W.MATHIESON
oney to Loan Collections
“Otfice; b5 e OTOR, ETC
H.F. McPhee B.A., K.C,
NOTARY o,

Ritey Buttding ™ “CGCT O om
s ahnr Ty
}

Morrelland Company

D. F. ARCHIBALD

Chartersd Accountants
Eastern Trust Building
Charlottetewn

PALMER & HASLAM

A. J. HASLAM, B. A, LL B.
BARRISTER, ETC.
nk of Nova Scotia Chamber
Charlottetown P E. I
ONEY. TO LOAN "
Phone 85 P. 0 Bes

e
BELL & MATHIESON

MONEY TO LOAN

Cameron Block Charlottetow?
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| EYES EXAMINED |
aLASSES rIfTED.
J.S. TAYLOR

| OPTOMETRIST
i Curner Kent and Gm“l“
|

Phone Residence 10!
Evenings by A tmenlt
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