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NEWSY NOTES

BY AGRICOLA

FEED THE BIRDS GONTEST |

Yet another thought strikes me
in relation to this most valyable
gontest. It will be  no news to
readers that another bird pest is
I spreading into Canada from / the
outhward: I refer to the European
arling, & bird not unlike the
ackle, and with the same bad
abit . of molesting the smaller
hirds. This bird has been seen in
the districts round Hudson's Bay
last summer, and may easily have
been present in our own province,
though = not recorded. It is very
prolific and hardy, and assembles
in great numbers, just as grackles
do. {

It is evident then that the small
birds are to have a new foe (as
well as the grackles and crows)
and that ultimately their associat-
lon with man will be their  best
protection. * The marauding birds
88 & rule keep away from human
habitations, and if we can show
the juncoes. sparrows (not domes-
tic), and warblers that they are
safe “under our wing”, we ‘shall
have gone & long way to save them
from extension.

Let éach oontutant
hang ' out a bird-box
feeding station, to induce
birds to become *‘box-min
Birds do not catch on at once: I
had a box out all last year and ne-
ver a bird went near {t. I have
 heard, of bird lovers keeping a box
out three years before l‘?ay got a
tenant: but once the “birds make
up their minds to “rent” it, it was
used annually, and additional box-
es were occupied, probably by the
vrevious year's young. It is impors
tant that the box  looks old and
| weathered, and it may be neces-
| sary to stain it to make it appear
antique. Birds seem to be suspi-
t lous of new boxes,
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{ WHEN SHALL WE TIRE OF

NAMES?

‘'We are so drunk with names, we

- naming ones,
Reeling from stone to star, ln-

ebriate

_ With flushed presumption—Ilabel-

ling men and suns,.

thnt nunes

make and
near the
the

Vo
) £ And all things else
*  did not create; : <

i We-are . so proud of names, we
naming fools,
Strutting in titled plumage, like
puffed birds, ¢
i Using our names as shallow, gllt--
tering pools
To mirror ' our vain selves in;
«. vafner words;
{ When shall we tire of names, we'
k naming slaves,
Rehounce all earthly names, for-
get our own,
And-with the wind, the inch-worm
and the waves,
Praise one Name ever, and one
Name alone?’
~Henry Morton Robinson, in 'me
COmmonml.

That little poem is a good text

i for d few remarks’ on nomenclature

 thougH there is much to be said in
] opponltlun and something in con-
cordtnee Our poet overlooks  the
‘fact that the “Great Original”
first instituted names for all His
creatures.

“And  out of the ground the
LORD GOD formed every beast of
the field, and every fowl of the
air; and brought them unto Adam
to see what he would call them:
and whatsoever Adam called every
living creature, that was the name
thereof” (Genesis 2:19).

B0 early does the sacred writer
fecognize the importance of the
Subject. As people dispersed over
the earth, the primitive names
quite naturally became confuséd,
or lost, or interchanged, and new
ones were invented, until at last &
 confusion  like to that of Babel
cme about. Sclence could make
no,advance till this was was remedied.
In the case of Bour& it was Carl
'von Linne (better known to us as
Linnaeus) who came to the rescue,
and gave to each plant an invarl-
 able generic and  specific name,
which he elected should be in La-
tin a8 & language universally un-
derstood. ‘So convenient was this
binominal system that it was
speedily applied to all branches of

. fixed stars have two.

m:mnﬂ:upunemmuqt
mwammmmum
18 very necessary, but it is not the
“be-all” and “end-all” of science.
. The life history of the

concentrate upon -—only, ‘ says
Bcience, be sure what your species
T v

stamps  the writer _
“sturdy democracy” which is said
to hold titles in contempt.

», fout.of the

(plant or animal) is the objecl‘m

)\ The second verse of our poem
as of that

For the life of me I cannot
see why a man who has done
something in service of his fellows,
should not he one whom the king
delighteth to honor.”  Unscrupu-
lous party leaders afaretime have
sold (or what amounted to that)
titles of nobility in Britain: but
such an outcry was raised that he
would indeed be a bold man who
should venture to repeat the act,
and an inspection of the King’s
birthday list will show that every
reciplent is worthy of the honor
conferred.

SEKUNKS INCREASING .

I was greatly pleased with a let-
ter which reached me a few days
ago; my correspondent brings to-
gether some interegting facts in
the life history of the common
skunk is reported to be on the Is-
says: In your “notes” of last week
you mention the fact that the
skunt is reported to be on the Is-
land, and I am sorry to say the re-
port is only too true. From the vi-
cinity of Summerside, where it is
said they first escaped or were let
ranches, they have
spread to the eastward, all over
Queen’s County and even into
King’s County, in the last year or
two. This animal is getting to be
quite a scourge. on account of its
fondness for eggs and chickens; a
neighbor lost over one  hundred
chicks last year—the work of one
skunk,

“Being nocturnal in their habits
skunks are seldom seen during the
day, and may = be in the vicinity
quite a while without being obser-
ved. They .are fond of prowling
round the shore and the eggs and
young of our game and all ground
nesting birds that = they destroy,
must run into very large numbers.
“Unfortunately there is no boun-
ty on them as yet; but if every
man and boy would take a little
time at this season- of the year,
they could do a great deal to lessen
the number of skunks, and thereby
confer ‘& benefit on the Province.
“Skunks, as a lot of folk may
know, hibernate for a great part
of the winter; but just at this sea-
son come out of their dens for a
short time in the late  evenings,
now and again, generally on a mild
night. After returning from their
ramble, they may not show out
again for a few nights or even
weeks. So now, boys,  if you see
tracks in the fresh snow some
morning—tracks that look some-
what like cat's tracks, but smaller
and closer together—you may
know that they were made by a
skunk. Follow them for a little and
you are sure to come to a hole in
the snow and there Mr. Skunk has
his den. I wouldn't advise you to
dig him out: I tried that once.
“But get a plece of meat of any
description—offal, chicken scrap
or anything of that nature— put
it near the hole and set a trap or
two and you are likely to get him.
Averysoodplnnlatogetanold
barrel, cut a few “little holes in it,
and put the meat into it: this gets
him going round the barrel as he
smells the meat, ahd if you have
set a few traps, you may get more
than one. It might be just as well
to take a gun with you when you
visit your traps.

“A young Dane told me ‘the oth-
er day that he had traps out for
foxes and thought he'd caught &
black one but could mnot see him
very well under the bushes: he un-
dertook to finish him with a stick
but it turned out to be a skunk.
“My, he strong,” he said.

“So for the next few weeks if we
all keep our eyes open and spend
a little time around the woods and
the sea shore, I am sure we will
be able to diminish the skunk pop-
ulation, and have a little fun be-
sides.” i
My correspondent gives a “jolly
good wrinkle”—to set the skunks
investigating the barrel and for-
getting the trap. I have been told
from other districts, that the
skunks are destroying the eggs of
the shore birds.

SEASONABLE HINTS STOPS

The last number of “Seasonable
Hints” (Spring, = 1932) intimates
that owing to restricted appropria-
tions, its publication will be discon-
tinued.  All farmers will regret
this, for ﬂmely advice on all kinds
of field and garden crops, as well
48 on live stock, were to be. found
in its pages.

The Eastern Editor of its last
issue contains
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FOR FARMERS, STOCK BREEDERS AND GARDENER

Replies To Questions

BY. GEORGE ENNIS SMITH,

SUPERINTENDANT EXPERI-

m:m.u. FOX RANCH, SUM-
MERSIDE

Questlon: Can you please tell me
how to get cross foxes? I bought a
female which was bred from a sil-
ver male and a red female. She is
red. I crossed her to a black male
and ‘she raised six pups, three reds
and three silvers. I bred two of the
reds together, a brother and a sis-
ter, and I had ong silver and two
reds, but no crosses.

You cannot obtain what are
known as cross foxes in the fur
trade, but are known as patch
foxes by fox breeders, by crossing
red foxes and silver foxes. This
female bred true according to the
Mendelian law. The red is domin-
ant and the silver recessive. There-
fore, when you mate a red fox to
a silver fox, whilst all the off-
springs would be a cross between
a red and silver, as the red i8 do-
minant, the offsprings would look
like red foxes.. This was the case
with the red female that you
bought. While she looked like a red
fox, she was actually a cross be-
tween a red and a silver. Accord-
ing to the Mendelian law, if this
red female was bred to & silver or
a black male, on the average the

offsprings from such & mating
would be fifty per cent. silvers and
fifty per cent. cross - reds. Of

course, the cross reds would look
like reds and would sell as reds.
In your case it actually worked
out according to probabilities and
the six pups -that she produced
were, as you state, three reds and
three silvers, but all those reds
were cross reds. According to the
Mendelian law, when two cross
reds are bred together, on the
average the offsprings produced
would be one pure
cross reds, and one pure red. In
your case you state there was one
silver and two reds. The silver
would be a pure silver and would
always breed true, just as much as
it 1t had been bred from pure sil-
ver foxes for a number of genera-
tions and would not throw back to
the red no more than any other
silver fox, The two reds probably
may have been two cross reds or
they ‘may have been one cross red
and one pure red. ¥ you wish to
breed cross foxes and by that I
understand that you want patch
foxes, then you will have to obtain
these by crossing two differeat va-
rieties of silvers, an Alaskan with

with Prince Edward Island or
breeding from patch foxes.
Question: I have a female fox
that must have fleas, as she Is
scratching herself all the time and
has scratched out the fur around
her neck. She did not show any
signs of having fleas until about
two weeks after she had mated. I
am afraid to do anything with her
as it might cause her to lose her
pups” What treatment would you
advise?

We would
leave this female
It is very probable that she is not
suffering in any way from flea in-
festation. At this time of the year
we have often observed in the Ex-
perimental Fox Ranch that cer-
tain foxes on particular diets will
be scratching themseves a great
deal and as in your case would re-
move a large amount of the fur
around the neck. We have exam-
ined these females very carefully
but we have not found any evi-
dence of fleas. It should be remem-
bered that at this time of the year
the fur starts to loosen particu-
larly f the foxes have been im-
properly fed or with some partic-
ular breeds of foxes. This is un-
doubtedly  premature as foxes
should not lose their fur so early
in the season, but it would cause
a slight frritation and naturally
the foxes would be scratching
themselves a great deal. It is very
probable in your case that the fe-
male has been scratching  her-
self because the fur is starting to

recommend you to

fall out and she is not infested
with fleas so that there is no nced
for you to worry. Y

Question: A fox breeder has ad-
vised me to put tincture of iodine
on the tails of my pups when they
are one week old. I would like to
know what you think about this?
Several years ago the Experi-
mental Fox Ranch was faced with
the problem of pups losing their
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silver, two’

a Prince Edward Island or Yukon |,

entirely alone.-

the four recognized treatments
for seed potatoes by Prof. R . R.
Hurst. Potatoes are under a cloud
at present, but they are indispen-
sable, they must be planted, and
leuonlyloodpoucytotrut the
seed so that adequate return may
be had from the labor invested.
This article, I take it, is an
abridgement of Pamphlet 134, new
series, which I hope to bé in a po-
sition shortly to review in more

a short article on pomplete fashion, . v v ®o.. o
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tips and part of ‘their tails ‘before
they were one month old and there
was a large number of fox breeders
inquiring from the Experimental
Fox Ranch what they should do
to counteract this trouble. Since
that time we have been able to
find out the cause of the trouble
and ascertained that it was due to
infantile scurvy, ” but in the early
days of our investigation work we
did not have that knowledge, and
in reviewing this  problem there
appears to be two possibilities, one
that it was due to some external
mite, the other that it was due to
poor circulation in the tail. It oc-
curred to me that if it was either
one or the other tincture of iodine
might help to alleviate the condi-
tion. It would kill external para-
sites, also it would help to promote
the circulation of the extremities
of the tail. The majority of fox
breeders are aware that in cases of
sprains and bruises, very often the
affected part is painted with tinc-
ture of iodine in order to stimulete
the circulation. Therefore, we ad-
vise fox breeders to put some tinc-
ture of iodine on the tails of the
pups the first time they were ex-
amined. We had also tested it out
in our experimental work. We
found and so did the majority of
fox breeders that followed our re-
commendations that it did improve
the condition in the tails and there
was no doubt that it saved the
tips in a large number of cases.
Since we have found out as a re-
sult of our research work, that fox
pups were losing their tips and
part of the tails due to the fact
that the diet produced- infantile
scurvy. One of the symptoms of
scurvy is an impoverished circula-

tion and when there”1s not a pro=-
per circulation ‘the extremities
would be the first to suffer. With
the fox pups, the tails would be
the pdrt most affected. While the
best way to counteract tail trouble
with the pups is to feed the foxes
so that they will not acquire in-
fantile scurvy, still it will help to
paint the tails of the pups with
tincture of iodine. In reply to this
question we would recommend fox
breeders to paint the tails of their
pups when they are about one
week old with tincture of iodine
and to repeat the treatment each
week until they are one month old
and it would be just-as well at the
same time to paint the paws.

Question: What is the best time
to wean pups?

We would recommend fox'breed-
ers to wean their pups when they
are seven weeks old. At that time
the female begins to go dry and
the pups can get very little nour-
ishment from the mother. When
the pups start to run around, the
mother will invariably give an
alarm call when the feeder or any
one else approaches the pens, and
as a natural = instinct the pups
rush to the nest and the longer
the pups are left with the mother,
the worse she becomes in this
respect. The older the pups become
the louder she gives the alarm call
and the wilder ‘the pups become.
We have visited a large number of
ranches where the pups have been
left with the mothers. When any-
one goes into the pens, the pups
will rush around, jump up the wire
and then fall down. In those ran-
ches there is a number of pups
suffer with broken limbs or hurt-
ing themselves in other ways.

SNEENSENS

Wwild foxes are hard to manage in
captivity and it is not conducive
to good results to have your ranch
filled with wild and easily alarmed
foxes. In the Experimental Fox
Ranch we have made a practice of
weaning the pups when they are
six or seven weeks old and as a re-
sult the pups are very tame. There
is still another aspect on this
question. The mother, while she is
left with the pups, will starve her-
self for the sake of her offspring
and it is very liable to undermine
her condition for the next breed-
ing season. In reply to this ques-
tion we would advise fox breeders
to wean their pups when they are
seven weeks old, as the pups will
be tamer and easier to manage and
it will also give the female ‘a better

.chance to get into condition for
the next breeding season.
Question: How much meat

should be fed to puppies from birth
until six or seven months old?
We would warn fox breeders
against feeding meat by itself to
young pups. Any meat that is fed
should be ground and mixed with
some vegetables and cereals. For
that reason it is not advisable to
feed meat to the vixen after the
pups are three weeks old as in the
majority of cases, she will carry it
in to the pups which will lead to
indigestion  and other ill effects
with the pups. When the pups are
one month old we would recom-
mend that each pup should receive
daily one ounce of ground meat;
when they are two months old,
three ounces, four - months old,
four ounces, five months old, five

ounces and six months old, six
unces, but not to increase the
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DATES G7 SEEDING SUNFLOW-
ERS

(Experimental Farms Note)

It has been clearly demonstrated

It has been clearly demonstrat
by various experiments that the
date.  of sceding has a marked in-
fluence on the yield = of various
farm crops., With this in view, an
experiment was started at the Do-
minion Experimental Farm, Nap-
pan, N. S. in 1921, to determine
the most suitable date of seeding
sunflowers, whereby the grgatest
yields could be obtained.

The first seeding was made 8s
early as the land could be prepar-
ed. This was followed by other
seedings at weekly intervals until
three or four seedings had been
made.

The first seeding gave the high-
est yield six years of the ten that
the experiment was under way,
the second seeding two years and
the third two years.

The average yield per acre of
sunflowers harvested over the' ten
year period was as follows:

Average tons per acre first seed-
ing—23.05.

Average tons per
seeding—20.81.

Average tons per acre third seed-
ing—18.95.

Average tons
seeding—18.17.

Average yield on a percentage
basis first seeding—100.00.

Average yield on a percentage
basis second seeding—90.28.

Average yield on a percentage
basis third seeding—84.56.

Average yield on a  percentage
basis fourth seeding—178.83,

acre second

per acre fourth
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A study of the
tions during the germination -per=
iod each year shows that the higix-
est yields were obtained from seed«-
ings which were followed by &
week or more of warm weathey
with occasional showers. Cool wea=
ther during the germination period'
invariably resulted in lower yields,
For example, in 1924 and 1923 the

first seeding was followed by coal +

weather, while the third seeding
came at a time when the weathep
and the soil were warmer and gave
the highest yield.

In 1924 and 1926 the first seede
ing was followed by cool, dull weae
ther, while the second seeding give
ing the highest yield came  jusg
previous to a period of warm weaw
ther with occasional showers. Dure
ing the six years wherein the first
seeding gave the highest yield, the
weather records showed that this
seeding was followed by a period
of warm weather, either accome
panied by showers or immediately
following them.

From these observations the fole
lowing conclusions may be drawng¢

1—Early seedng has given the
highest average yield over & pere
iod of ten years.

2 — Cool weather immediately,
following seeding will retard gere
mination and apparently results in
lower yields, particularly if the
land is heavy and cold.

3—The best results will be obe
tained over a period of years by
seeding as early as possible, proe
viding, the ground i{s warm and ine
digations point to a period of
warm weather immediately followe
ing—S. A. Hilton, Dominion Exe
perimental Farm, Nappan, N. S.

tlff -

weather condi<t

Continued on Page 14
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low as $695.

overcome obstacles.

greater value.

necessity was the mother

BE DONE.

Woarter P. CHrysLer
TELLS ABOUT HIS

New Pirymoutn

PRODUCED the first car that ever
catried my name in 1924 —only
eight years ago. It sold for $2700

* and caused a SENSATION.

‘The New Plymouth that I am in-
troducing this week is exactly the
same SIZE. I: is just as POWER-
FUL. It is FASTER. It is ten times
as SMART. And it is priced as

Two years ago, if anyone had told
me such a tl'ung could happen, I
would have said it couldn’t be done.

The depression has made men
THINK. And being forced to
think, we have found new ways to

In creating the New Plymouth
we had the problem of incorporat-

- ing many new and important en-
gineering improvements in a bigger
and better automobile— of creating

In prosperous times we never
could have done it. But under the
pressure of adverse conditions we discovered

rad that the seemingly impossible COULD

‘When you see this car, I ask particularly that
you note its larger, roomier body. Itis a BIG

NEw PLYMOUTH %695

W

of INVENTION

car, a more beautiful car, with longer wheel-
base, with  increased
formance. You will fin

gower, speed and per-
that the 1932 Plymouth

includes every feature that the most modern

car can have. Above all it has one advantage
found in NO OTHER car in its price class . . .

AND UP, F. O. B, FACTORY

bne Automatic Clutch $11.00 extra; Duplate
Glass, available for Coupe $17.50, 4-door Sedan $29. so0.

824,

Floating Power . . . a revolutionary;
engine mounting that does away
with vibration completely.

I think you will be impressed by,
the wonderfully easy-riding qualities
of the New Plymouth. Inmyopinion
you will ﬁnX it is the most com-
fortable car you have ever driven.'

Also, you can’t help but be im-
gressed by its extreme ease of han-

ling. With the new Automatic
Clutch it is almost effortless to,
drive. The Hydraulic Brakes make
you safer and surer.

But I am really publishing this
advertising to get you to go and
SEE this car. After all, seeing is be-

and like myself you never

lievin
] woulcf have beheved it possible.’

PRICED AS I.OW AS $695 -
F. O. B. FACTORY

Business Roadster $695, Business éoupe $765,'
Sport Roadster $810, Coupe (with rumble seat)
$825, 4-door Sedan $845, Convertible Coupe
$880, DeLuxe Sedan $895. All prices f. o. b.
facto! dsor, Oatario, including 5 wire
wheels nng standard factory equipment
(freigbt and nxes extra). Low delivered prices.

“CANADIAN BUILT FOR CANAD[ANS"}

With FI.OATING POWER
65-Horsepower Engine . + « Free[Wheeling
« « « Silent-Second, Easy-Shift Tnnlmmlon
.+« Rigid-X Double-Drop Frame . . . Safety-
Steel Bodies . . . Hydraulic Brakes wndl'
Centrifuse Brake Drums . s . 112-inch Wheel-'
Safety Plate

L i S R

B. Prowse & Sons

i ‘ ' .
CHARLOTTETOWN
‘A, B. L. Horne, Summerside Z peit
Earle Kennedy, Kensington. McGowan’s Ltd., Kilmuir

H. H. Acorn, Souris
Roy W. Jay, Mt. Stewart
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