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er Hat

By JULIE ANNE MOORE

“Of course Ann's in love with Lee.
Every girl he ever spoke to is in love
with him, And why not? He's got
everything—money, & big name, a
swell disposition, He's the biggest
catch in the country and if Ann—"'
he did not finish, but leaned for-
ward on the desk. “See here, Mr.
Rogers, you've got me at a dis-

advantage. What's the gag, any-
way?”
“Gag?” Mr. Rogers repeated.

“What's the idea,” Bill interprét-
ed. “What are you getting at?"
“Oh, I see,” Mr. Rogers smiled.
Then, as the smile faded: “Why, it's
simply this. From one thing and
another Ann said, I gathered you
were one of her close friends here
in Washington and I thought 1
would like to talk things over with
you . . o You understand, Ann still
means to go through with it. She
doesn't love young Monday, but she
feels she's committed herself and
she's determined to marry him . .
‘And I'm just as determined that she
won’t. That's about all there is to
it, I guess.”

'Bill nodded, slowly. “I get it,” he
sald. “You feel Ann isn't old enough
to know what she's doing.”

“Old enough, perhaps,” Mr. Rog-
ers said, “but still not knowing what
she’s doing. Not realizing, I mean,
that she’s being as unfair to Mon-
day as she is to herself.”

Bill pondered that. “I still don't
see what you can do about it,
though.”

“I've considered that. It won’t be
easy. But as a last resort I can make
a nasty scene about it. And If you
know Ann, you know she, wouldat
care to have her father making a
scene at her wedding.”

In a moment Bill was sitting on
the desk, leaning toward the older
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man, saying earnestly, “You
wouldn’t do that. You aren’t tyrant
enough to want to spoil the greatest
thing that ever happened to . her.
You wouldn't dare.” ;

Mr. Rogers rose. There was no evi-
dence of anger in his face, but his
voice was hard and incisive:

“I'm afraid we don’t see eye to
eye in the matter, Mr. Hudson. Let
me remind you that I am Aan's
father and I can assure you I have
no intention of letting Ann ruin her
life by marrying the wrong man
when the man she loves hasn't the
gumption to save her from her own
foolishness . . . Thanks for your
time and—good night.”

When the door had ' closed, Bill
swung his legs over and sat on the
outside of the desk, his heels kick-
ing the thin panel, The chair Mr.
Rogers had occupied was directly in
front of him now and after a lttle
he reached a foot out and kicked
the chair half way across the room.
He was still sitting there, still
staring with unseeing eyes when
some ten minutes later the tele-

around the public phone booth in

the store.
“Carl went, all right,” Bill said,
“pecause I dropped into the ‘shop

soon after and talked to the pro-
prietor” The proprietor remembered
the occasion very well; he told Bill,
because until the arrival of the De-
partment of Justice man 20 one
had used the public phone in his
store for hours. The Justice Depact-
ment man nevertheless searched the
booth for fingerprints and called
the telephone office to have them
recheck the call,

“So you see,” said Bill, , “I had
reason to sus Carl from the
very first.” .

Ann frowned. “I'm afraid I miss-
ed the point.”

“I did, too, at first,” Bill nodded.
“But I got it pretty soon. Let’s as-
sume that Carl, for reasons of lis
own, decided to murder Fuhrman
Wells and to tell some one who, as
he thought, would tell Fuhrman. He
knows that Fuhrman is to drop by
Mollie's office that evening and get
the key to her apartment for Selma.
S0 he picks Mollie as the inform-
ant, But he's wise enough to know
that Mollie is too good a newspaper
woman not to try to trace the call.
Maybe he plans to call Mollie—as
himself, of course — immediately
after the fake call in the hope that
she will ask him to do exactly what
she did ask him to do.

“Anticipating all this, he goes to
the shop, asks the proprietor if he
can describe the last person who
used the phone booth and being told
that no one has used the booth for
hours, he insists on looking for
fingerprints and calling the ex-
change to récheck the call. Actuaiiy
he calls Mollie at the Globe and,
using that little contrivance Mollie
picked up at Runbrecker5s, he tells
her Fuhrman has been drowzed n
the reflecting pool. Then he hurries
back to his room. In the meantimne
Mollie is talking to Fuhrman s0
that by the time she has an oppor-
tunity to trace the call and tele-
phane Carl, Carl is back at his
place.”

Ann shook her head, doubtfully.

“Sounds pretty far-fetched to me,

Bill.”
“As an isolated instance, yes,”
Bill agreed. “But still assuming

Carl’s the guilty man, you'll find in
that first little episode a good deal
that might help to explain some of
the things that hapoened Iater.
We'll come to that. Now let's get on
to the night of the murder.”

Bill got up and hunted around for
an ash tray. When he had straddled
the chair again, he said:

“Selma says she planned the re-
flecting pool business as a joke and
that she had no way of knowing
Fuhrman would turn up and be
murdered under her eyes. When she
told me she had rigged up the

phone rang.

It was Ann. “I'm at the apart-
ment, Bill,” she sald in a firm
voice, “I’'ve just had a wire from
Lee and I'm worried. Could ;ou pos-
sibly run up for a few minutes?”

Bill ignored the question. He said,
bluntly: “I hear your folks are ‘n
town.” It would have been so easy to
say it pleasantly, but he didn't try.
“Bring 'em down for the wedding?”

“How funny you sound,” Ann said.
She explained that her father had
had to come to Washington to tes-
tify at a hearing on a bill. “He
said he would be at the Capitol all
afternoon, but he’ll be free tomor-
row and I want you to run over 1o
the hotel for a minute and say
hello.”

-“Sure,” Bill sald, already a little
ashamed that he had half suspected
Ann of sending her father to see
him. Obviously, Mr. Rogers had
come of his own accord and with-
out his daughter’s knowledge. Now,
abruptlyy “All right, Ann. I'll be

dummy ‘corpse’ and carried it to the
pool, I asked her if she had done it
alone and she insisted she had.
Later the police got it out of her
that Deane had done it.”

He paused and Ann said, quickly,
“I had a feeling Deane knew more
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about the murder than we g d."

“Deane was too much the coward
to kill a man, and I knew it,” Bill
declared. “But getting back to Sel-
ma, When I asked her if she put
the dummy in the pool alone, I was
trying to find out if carl had had
anything to do with it. Deane
hadn’t entered my mind. And when
I learned she had lied to me, I de-
cided she had probably led to the
police as well.

“The point is,” said Bill with em-
phasis, “if Carl had a hand in plan-
ning Selma’s ‘Joke’, he was un-
questionably responsible for Fuhr-
man’s turning up at the pool just
when he did. By what subterfuge he
got Fuhrman to come there, I don't
know; but if he did, he most cer-
tainly dropped the bomb that sent

along in ten minutes or so.”

When Bill entered the apartment
Ann smiled a pleasant greeting.
“you'll find Lee's wire on the table
there,” she told him. “It came just
a few minutes before I called you"

Bill found the telegram and read
it in a low mumble:

LEAVING LOS ANGELES 2 AM.
STOP LANDING CHICAGO TO
PICK UP SENATOR RUNBRECK-
ER AND CARL BALMER STOP
HOPE TO LAND WASHINGTON
AIRPORT ABOUT 7 TOMORROW
EVENING STOP LOADS OF LOVE.

After a little silence, Ann said, “I
don’t like it, Bill, Unless somebody
wired Lee to stop at Chicago, how
could he know the Senator and Carl
would be there? And if somebody
did wire him—why?”

She-was thinking of what Mollie
had told her about Senator Run-
brecker after their visit to Selma, of
his last quarrel with Deane and of
the little telephone mouthpiece dev-
ice Mollie had taken from the Sena-
tor s desk, Since then she had never
quite succeeded in freeing her mind
of the suspicion that the Senator
knew more tbout the brutal killing
of Fuhrman Wells and Dean than
he had let on.

Bill said suddenly, “I don't like it,
either. It looks to me like some of
carl’s work. I think we'd better get
a wire through to Lee to keep an
eye on that boy.”

CHAPTER 27

Ann sat up, leaned a little for-
ward, "1{0\1 don't mean Carl, Bill
* i1 ce don’t mean the Sen-

. “Run-

“All right, said Bill. “I'll tell you
what I know and you draw your
own conclusions.” He pulled up &
chair, straddled it and began to
hunt for a cigaret. ‘“I've probably
done as much nosing around on
this mess as the police have, and
I've learned quite a lot. Not enough

drawl of his. “We'll go back 1o the
ing—the night you and Rita
town of tears.
was that same night, you remem-
ber, that Mollie had the call saying
Fuhrman had been drowned.”

Ann nodded, Bill reminded ther
that Mollie had traced the call to a
Thomas Oircle shop and had then
called Carl, whose apartment vas

t| ald $1.00, M. F.
McDona

us all into the water and then pro-
ceeded to strangle Fuhrman with
the piece of wire . . . When I got
to my feet and looked around, Carl
was standing where a few minutes
later I made out Fuhrman's dark
form lying on the bottom. Remem-
bering the semi-darkness and our
first excited confusion, Carl could
have done the job.”

Her expression one of complete
bewilderment, Ann said, “I wonder
if you realize it was Carl who pulled
me up? I went .in head-first, you
know.”

Bill nodded. “Yes, T know; but I
didn’t want to remind you of it.
You landed within a foot of wheve
Carl was standing.”

Ann understood and was silent. If
Bill was right in his suspicions, Carl
had not been so eager to get her to
her feet as he had been to keep her
away from the pathetic object he
was holding under the water.
“Now,” said Bill, “having said that
Carl killed Fuhrman, there's stil
plenty to explain.”

“Plenty is right,” Ann said, “1
was just wondering about all the
things they found in TFuhrman's
room after he was killed—the plece
of wire and the book on suicide, or
whatever it was about, and all the

ory
(To Be Continued.)
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