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THE PRESIDENT’'S ADDRESS
AT F. G. ASSOCIATION

Able and Exhaustive

Report of Rev. A. E.

Burke on Our Fruit Growing Industry,
the Doings of the Past Year, the

Fruit Crop of

1903 and Many

Things Required for the De-

velopment
of the

and Growth
Industry.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRISS.

Geantlemen of the Fruit Grower’s As-
sociation of Prince Edward Island:

In addressing you for the second time as
your President, I am pleased to be able to
say that this organization has never been
in a healthier condition than at the pre-
sent time ner ever face to face with great-
er possibilities for the ultimate success of
the important fruit industry, with which,

in & largs measure is bound up the pros-
perity of our native province.
The work of horticultural instruction

has gone on apace within the term just
compieted until ic has been brought to
the very extremities of the land, and such
an awakening has resulted as has put in-
tending apple-growers—and they are co-
extensive with the farming commuunity —in
complete possession of every necessary
tact, relative to the culture of fruit, viz.
where best to loca‘e the orchard, how to
prepare for and protect it, the sort of
stock to purchase, what ageney frauds to
avoid,how to plant, cultivate, prune,spray
and care generally when planted, and the
requisite conditions to the efficient. gath-
ering, packing, storing and marketing of
fruit. The Association aided again by

the General and Local Departments of;

Agrioulture has been able to do much
more than appears on the surface; aud its
untiring efforts must necessarily make for
the proper extension and maintenance
of fruit-growing in Prince INiward Is-
land.

Professor Robertson, whose favor we
gratefully acknowledged at our last
general meeting and whom we then had
with us, has, with characteristic faithful-
ness to purpose and that kindly concern
for Island interesss which always distin-
guished him, continued and extended so
firas he ceuld before taking ill, the
missionary efforts of the instructors

{ here. We have rightly regarded the
“Paternal Visit” as a most important
factor fn our Island instruction, Messes
Burke and Vroom as has appesared in the
report which they have already submit-
i ted, Llravelled the whole province and
I this time have broken eatirely new
Iground and brought instruction, practical
as well as theoretical, wherever they
went. Their location work, pruniug,
grafting, spraying and the visits to indi-
vidual orchards have been  the means of
rehabilitating many old plantations and
have tended greatly to the plinting out of
innumerable new ones. Although un-
foreseen by Professor Robertson himself
or by us, Mr. Vroom was callel away to
Bisley in the midst of the work and thus
our program was somewhat restricted;
but Mr. Burke only redoubled his efforts
and managed to keep about all the adver-
tized appointments and crown the work
with ultimate success. We earnestly
hope for the continuance of these fin-
structors whose fleld is yearly eclarging
and who are really doing a greater
amount of good than any other section of
the service. Doubtless the Commissioner
under whom it was inaugurated, who has
watched it with such increasing satis-
faction, and who, in it, has been such a
benefit to Island horticulture, will make
ample pravision for the continuance and
extension of this work so that the fruit
industry may more readily assume its
proper place amongst us.

Whilst the other fruit growing provin-
ces of Canada have been in the full en-
Joyment of more than average crops,
Prince Edward Island has viewed in the
past year comparatively bare orchards,
It has been unmistakably our off-year.
In the season previous we hada full
crop when Nova Scotia and Ontario were

in our position of today. The immense

.surplus apple product of the Dominion

and the United States has found a payiv g
market in Britaip, which )
bare of dom-stic fruit aod which, levied
o0a steadily by continental Euvope where
this crop was also a failure, it has been
difficult to satisfy not to say glut. The
province of Nova Scotia witn its rocord
apple harvest will receive from the year's
trausactiong alone over a million aod o
half of dollars. When we take into con-
sideration the restricted area in oar sister
province sSuitable for cultivation anq
when we cousider how little of this sam=>
arcea is given up eatirely to fruit growing,
the immense product in barielsof the
past season and its equivaleot in dollars,
although prices raoged somewhat low
and the trade was pot organized asiu
ought ty have been, perwmits us to grasyp
readily what Prince E1ward Island —every
inch of it susceptible of tree growing and
fruic production might easily add to her
revenues from apples, ifgeverally grown,
and this without prejudice to any other
brauch of furming. One million anda
half of dollars—the estimate is no extrava-
gant ore-added to the half million we
now get from dairy proiucts, which
ought to be triple thatlong ago-if pro-
perly handled, and the other depariments
of agricultural wealth here, sheuld trans

form this little provines into veritable

Utopia. The late census has given us the
lurgest average in farm values of acy
portion of Canada. The figures of the
statist would fade into insignificance
compired with future results were we to
develop even by half our agricultural  re-
sources, To participate fully in the
profits of fruit growing it is necessary to
keep up the present organizatioo, the ac-
hievements of which is such are soucce of
houest pride to us, and still further or-
zapize as the necessities of the times de-

In all probability we shall have
an abundant crop of fruit next autumn
and the newness of the industry and the
fact that our planters in general have un-
wisely permitted the glib agent to im-
pose upon them about every kind of tree
in the catalogue, will malke it difficult to
secure the best prices for fruit mixed up
in many varicties, either in the orchard or
on the warket which could doubtlessly be

was never

o

mand.

procured for a reasonable quantity of any
one standard sort. This Association has
been advising the planting oud of blocks
of one or two commercial varieties, it has
where at all practicable, counseled the
top-grafting of undesirable sorts to some
standard one, soas to overcome the de-
fect of hetecrogeneity as quickly as possi-
ble. And this is not all; it shall now
have to urge co-operatioun in shipment as
the necessity of the hour. As cur dairy-
men are obliged to patronize the factory

I

50 that an uniform and commercially ac-
ceptable quality of cheese may be made

“pared tOthe entire crop.

and thus the best price procured, so small
apple growers shall be obliged for the
same purpose to centribute the product
of their mixed orchards to the coop r-
ative station where the diflerent kinds of
apples may be preperly  selectel  and
packed and the foreign market tempted
with some show of succ Even
the older and more extessively plaoted
regions of America find vhis system the
ooly practical ore in the present circum-
stances. The rising generation will come
to regard the fruit station with tohe sime
complaocenncy as this the
factory.

The question of protection is
more and more vital Lo horticulture here.
We have disoussed it in all ity bearings,
on previous occassions, and while  there
bhas certainly been an awakening in some
quarters tc the imporwance of preserving
| the remnant of woods we have lefc  and
‘ruull’urenLlng, the apathy of the weneial
| public has net by any means being totally
| shaken oft, To grow fruit anywhere pro-
tection isa  first necessity. Situated in
the middle of & great s orm swept gulf,we
are the most exposed community engaged
in borticulture at all, and to be success-
ful, must as quickly as possible 1eplace
our shelter belts and restore the nec:s-
sary proportion between forest and fleld.

LN

Jois cheese

becoming

‘We have reached that stage in cur pro
vincial life, too, when the improvement
and embellishment of our homes by meens
of trees and flowers and  their tasteful
disposition, should engage our earnest
alttention, so that the healthiulness, fruit-
fulness and lovliness of our Island howe
may be more and mora in evidence. Tae
members of this Association are especially
pledged to forward this worthy purpose
and it is to be hoped that cheir example
may everywhere illamine the people.

‘T'he question of the
apples togrow here has continued to
occupy the attention of the Association
and still last  year's recommendation is
generally approved, We may have to
vary it a little for different localities, but
after all, it is surprising how closely the
standards apples approach each other in
successful cultivation nor only here but
also in the neighboring provinces. In
our consideration of this matter we may
perhaps have permitted a preference for
the sorts which sell well in DBritain to
subordinate altog:ther domestic choice,
Glancing over the figures one is struck by
the smallness of the export, trade com-
The difference
bet.ween the tigures shows the enormous
quantity of fruit used at home, manu-
factured into jams and pulps aod eva-
porated. Of the immense fruit crop of
the United States last season, for in-
stance, only a fraction over one per cent
wasexported, This and other consider-
ations make it necessary to keep the dom-
estic market well in view, acd not to dis-
card everybhing in the line of apples not
urgently demanded in Britain, We made
haste to discard from our lists altogether
the old and excellent fall
dessert, apple Belleflour, known

best varicties of

in Canada as Bishop's Pippin, althourh
there is no apple we relish more in Dec-
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When the crude Para rubber has been purified and dried

:, we apply our secret chemical compound. This is thorough-
:3 ly worked into the rubber by passing it repeatedly tiirough
'.'_ the heated rollers of masticating machinery antil it per-
" meates every portion of the rubber. Then that rubber will
',!‘i wear |

N

t  CANADIAN RUBBERS

have been made for fifty years -that special secret com-
pound i3 the result of constant experiment and constant
research for fifty years. We find this compound gives
better wear than any other rubber process the wide-world
over. It is the most
valuable asset in our
business. All our goods

Fit Like Gloves
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AND STILL THE
BIG SALE GOES ON

n

We were the last to come into the discounting business, but when we came in all the other fellows that were i

ready, began getting ready to get out. They got out too \ast Saturday, so that now we

ARE THE ONLY ONE LEFT.

And we're in it to stay till we're good and ready to stop.

Every discount that e have advertised is still in force, and

lots of things that were in the 5 per cent list have been changed into the 33 1-3 and 50 per cent lists.

FOR TWO WEEKS YET ANYWAY

We will cut, slash and slaughter prices, so that we ought© sell every dollar’s worth of Dry Goods and Clothing that’s

sold in Ch’town.

If the weather does mnot force you our prices will. )
Everything in our big stock is in this sale—not a solitary article reserved, except warp and spools.

Come along at once too

Prowse Bros.,

The Farmers’ Boys.

W

Prowse Bros.,

The Wonderful Cheap Men.




