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LL, EDEN ARRIVE IN ATHENS |

AZIS STRIKE ANEW IN WINTER OFFENSIVE

Campaign On

Leyte Closed

International
At A Glance |

!

..WESTERN FRONT — Germans
burst toward Meuse but are not
making big gains; Allled planes
wreak terrific ruin on enemy col-
umns,

GREECE — Prime Minister
Churehfll and Foreign 8

(By The Ass.ciated Press)

ADVANCED ALLIED HEAD-
QUARTERS; Southwest Pacific,
Dec. 26 — (Tuesday) — Gen. McCAr-
thur announced today that the
Leyte Island cnmi)alsn is closed.
The Island was invaded by the
Americans Oct. 20 in the first op-
eration to liberate the Philippines.

Japanese casualties in the bat-
tle for the island were estimated
at 113,221, American casualties
in the campaign were 11,217, the
communique reported.

“Gen, Tomoyuki Yamashita (Nip-
ponese Ci der in the Philip-

Eden arrive in Athens and begin
conferences secking to solve Greek

strife.
RUSSIA — Russians drive to
western city limits of Budapest.

ITALY — Christmas snowfall
confines activity to probing stabs
st enemy positions; Canadians <d-
;nnﬁe along Senio River's euast
ank,

- PACIFIC — Gen, MacArthur de-
clared u{u -« Samar campaign
in Philippines “closed,” American
warships shell and planes bomb
Iwo Jima, Japanese base in Vol-
tano Islands, Saturday.

309 Holiday
Fatalities In U. S.

(By The Associated Press)

NEW YORK, Dec. 25—Christmas
holiday fatalliies mounted to 309
1 the United States Monday night
As the three-day festive period
irew to a close.

A sunvey by the Assoclated Press
revealed that traftic accidents ac-
counted for 186 deaths. Deaths hy
fire totalled 41 and miscellaneous
causes took 34 lives, a tabulation
ﬁlarted at midnight Friday show-

Wintry Weather
Christmas Day

(By The Ca.adian Press) |
Christmas Day brought ideal|
wexther for the holiday all across
Canada with a traditional white
Christmas assured in the eastern|
ﬁart of the country as snow fell in}
ew Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Que-
bec and Ontarlo.

Reports from thie western prov-
Inces told of clear and cold wea-
ther with the thermometer dip-
ping to holiday lows at some
points, In Winnipeg the mercury
dropped to 20 degrees fahrenheit
below . zero during the night and
{ggﬂined at that point until noor

Vancouver citizens experienced
the coldest holiday weather in a
number of years when the temper-
ature dropped to 11 degrees above
2er0.

Vanderbilt, Jr.
Has Heart Attack

CHICAGO, Dec. 25 — (AP)
Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr., author
anqd lecturer, cuffered a heart attack
on hoard the Santa Fe Chief yes-
terday and was taken from the train
to a hospital when he arrived here,
Dr. Alonzo H. Waterman, physician
¥ho attended him, said today, Dr.
Wsterman said Mr. Vanderbilt was

comfortably .

NEW DIOCESE

VATIOAN CITY, Dec. 28 —(AP)
~Pope Plus has created a new
dlocese of Edmundston, N B it
Wwas announced Saturday night.
Formerly this was part of the
Bathurst Diocese.
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pines) has sustained perhaps the
greatest defeat in the military an-
nals of the Japanese army,” Gen.
MacArthur said.

The communique reported the
enemy had lost 2,748 planes in de-
fence of the Philippines since Oct.

U. S. Expands
Rationing Program

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25 —(AP)
food rationi

Allied Airmen
Heap Havoc On
Nazi Columns

By JAMES M. LONG

PARIS, Dec. 25 — (AP) —
The Germuns struck anew in
their wintar drive Sunday and
seized Libramont, 28 miles north-
east of the French city

‘ War Situation Last&f;llght

T ——

Portents were even more

By Kirke L. Simpeon, Associated Press War Correspondent

The war news from Europe on Christmas Day held two elements
that helped brighten the Yuletide Season on United Nations home fronts.
In the west the German counter-attack across Belgium and north-
ern Luxembourg had spent its first force. Front line observers read the
relative lull as a sign that the Germans were regrouping for another
lunge; but battle momentum once lost

lll hard to regain,

in the st. The battle

of Budapest was close to'its end, A vast Russian pincer attack had all

of Sedan, a front dispatch said
tonight as Allied air power for
the third day heaped havoc on
the enemy,

The dispatch

reporting Libra-
mont’s fall—the
ed it

Germans near-

ays ag ed
action up to late Sunday morn-
ing, Today’s front reports sald
there were signs of line stabil-
ization with mo broad enemy
movement sighfed such as the
one which touched off the sur-
prise offensive 10 days ago.

The Germans followed up today
with strong tank and troop patrol
thrusts westward which made
some gains against American l!ines
blocking the last 15 miles to the
Belgian water barrier of the Meuse.

(The Berlin- radiv saild U 8.
forces in great strength, bolster-
ed by veteran divisions of the
3rd and 7th Armies, went over

but 1 last

a fair deduction that the uncertain

d and the twin drive

on Vienna up both banks of the Danube was taking definite shape. It is

breathing space gained at high cost

in the west did little to abate the apprehension with which German

high nd tched the ev

of Russian strategy in Hungary

and Latvia—and above all on the still ominously quiet Polish front.

That the moment is close at hand for rested Russian armies of the
centre astride the short road to Berlin to join in the attack German
military exverts cannot seriously doubt.

What happens in the east, particularly in Poland, within the next
week or two could go far toward shaping events in the west.

The savage but risky German counter-attack between the Roer and |
the Mosclle has attained its first objective—bringing the Allied advance |
toward the Rhine in the Aachen bulge to a halt and diverting much of
the American 3rd army from the Saar Dasin offensive.

There has been no hint of Alied withdrawals on either stalled at-
tack front, however, to cope with the German power drive between them.

A critical decision must soon confront the German commander in
the west. His loss of momentum weuvxvnr(!. as

well as his failure to make
of the Aach bulge, pro-

progress nmorthward and cut

i bulge almost to the Meuse

—A greatly-expanded T
rogram in the United States, will
ome effective tomorrow.

Price  Adm'nistre’or  Chester
Bowles anncunced this Sunday
night, saying the tigtater controls
are necessary to assure fairer dis-
tritution of “small supplies.”

The changes—beginning at 1201
A.M , tomorrow—include a rise, in
point value of butter from 20" to
24 points a pound; cancellation of
all stamps which became gocd be-
fore Dec. 1, and cancellation of all
sugar stamps and most home can-
n'ng certificates.
bout 86 per cent of all meats

laced under rationing be-
ginn{; 31

ng : 5

(Ccmpared with Canada, the
Uni'ed States rationing operabes
under g complicated point system.
Thirty red points come valid
monthly and out of that the house-
wife must buy butter, rationed
meats and chezse. In addit'on, blue
points covered canned goods, from
40 to 50 of these stamps coming
ecod monthly. Sugar stamps, which
became valid ‘periodically, entitled
the five ds of
sugar.)

F. B. I. Probe
Rail Accident

BELVIDERE, ILL., Dec, 25 —
(AP)—The death of one person
and the injury of at least 19 others
in a freak passenger train ac-
cident near here last night was be-
ing Investigated today by Feder-
al Bureau of Investigation agents.

The F.B.I. was called in after
reports that a broken rail bhad
caused two cars of the southbound
rorthwestern rafiroad ' Vizluy”
to tumble over an embankment as
it headed toward Chicago from
Minneapolis. A seven-foot plece of
the rail could not be found, Sher-
iff Fred Smith and Coroner Floyd
Atkins of Boone County, Ill, re-

ported.
Two other cars of the 15-car
train, also left the rails but did

not overturn,

While earlier reports had in-
dicated at least four persons dled
in the accident, Coroner Atkins
listed the only fatality as tha! ot
Mrs. Anna Quirk of Beloit, Wis.,
She was pinned beneath one of
the cars, and it was necessary to
use acetylene torches to recover
the body.

More Motor Car
Parts Permitted

OTTAWA, Dec, 25 — (CP) —
The Munitions Department an-
nounced Saturday a new wmotor
vehicle order which permits the
manufacture of a wider range of
motor car replacement parts, ale
though producers still must give
preference to war orders,

The new order retains inventory
restrictions and priority arrange-
ments .whereby distributors may

ain parts for emergency repairs
of essential vehicles.

Fewer Tires For
Civilians In U, S.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 — (AP)

12-23-2.| obtain

~Civillans in the United States
will get 200,000 fewer nger
tires January than this month,

the Office of Price Administration
sald today. The cut from 2000000
to 1,800,000 results from Qen,
Elsenhower's call “for more tires
to support our ifivasion forces,” it
was explained, ;

to the attack Sunday on a broad
front inst the thern flank
and had forced some German
withdrawals.)

American prisoners released by
their comrades said today their
captor officers had tolsl them the
offensive’s schedule called for ar-
rival in Paris Jan. 17, after which.
they were told perhaps ‘Roosevelt
will talk peace terms,” R

While the struggle has been a
mauling, bruising one, the enemy
has had to pay heavily for his
gains,

The tNanic battles of the bulges
has destrcyed at least two enemy
divisions — an armored one on the
Stavelot sector of the north flank,
and an infantry division apparently
in the (welling combat on the south
flank, front dispatches reported.

Fleld Marshal Karl Von Rund-
stedt lashed back Sunday, at
southern flankirg assaults which
had swept to within six miles of
enc'rcled Bastcgne and nanrowed
the base of the entire Bastogne
buige to possibly 27 miles in Bel-
gium end ucper Lixembourg.

(The Germsn  High Comemand
claimed both sides fiad thrown fresh
forces Into the great winter baitle,
that its trocps had won “further
successes,” mnd launched e con-
centric attack cn Bestogne. It ad-
mit‘ed strong U.S. assaults on the
sorth flank.)

A disortch from an Associated
Press  Corresnondent  with  an
armored omtfit leadinz the Bas-
toone rellef thrust auoted a stff
officer tonieh’ rs describine ihe
sitvation as “ g bit more premisine,”
and “we are corfident about the
outcome.”

As of tonizht. the staff officer
sa'd. No forther broad enems move-
mer+- had heen revorted, although
ano'fier  front dienateh  renorted
eturne Gerrmen nressia of all roints
0f tha wosterp tirt nf the menetra-
Hew had succeeded in tnaking some
zelrs.

Railway Conductor
Killed By Train

HALIFAX, Dec. 26 — (OP) --
willlam Foster of Kentville, N 8,
a Dominifon Atlantic Ra 3
conductor, was killed instantly to-
day at suburban Armdale station
as he was getting off a train. He
was struck by the C N.R.’s out-
going Maritime Express as he
stepped from the D.A.R. train,

Christmas In
The Far North

OTTAWA, Dec. 25 — (CP) -
That super-salesmen who is supe
posed to have sold ice cream to
Eskimos may be a myth, but a re-

rt on the Christmas festivities
fr? the fc Oircle area records how

at_least one lonely outpost.
Included in radio reports on how
Yuletide was spent in the shadowy
winter the top of Canada was
an item from ice-fringed Notting-
ham Island—200 miles south ¢
the circle and situated where Hud-
son Bay joins Hudson Strait.
Outside the sky was splashed
with the beatiful hues of the north-
ern Lights and inside the post the
Government radio crew and friends
entertained the Eskimos with their
favorite jig and reel music, after
which the company sat down to
eat a meal that included ice cream

_—presumably made on the spot.)
{

bably is traceable to his necessity of diverting troops from offensive to
defensive action. He must hoid open the neck of the great sack in Bel-
gium into which he has poured such strong forces.

The Nazi commander must decide whether to attempt to hold the

as a leverage to keep the Allied of-

fensives north and south of it in continuous check, or to withdraw again |
within Siegfried Line defences from which the sally was started. To hold | |
that ground securely more troops must be committed in the sack. Even
to attempt withdrawal would require a massing of troops to keep the |
dangerous neck open against American 1st army punching from the
north and 3rd army attacks frem the south.
[]

King George
In Optimistic
Christmas Talk

LONDON, Dec. 25 — (CP) —
King George, in his sixth and most
optimistic wartime Christmas mes-
sage to his people throughout the
world, voiced the prayerful hope
today that before next Christmas
“the story of liberation and tri-
umph will be complete.”
In one passage of his eight-min-
ute speech from the Royal fire-
side, the King said: “We long for
a new birth of freedom and order
among all nations so that han-
piness and concord may prevail
and the scorge of war may be ban-
ished from our midst.”
This was the first time the Kirg
had broadcast his Christmas mes-
sage in the presence of the Qucen
and Princess Elizabeth and Prin-
cess Margaret Rose. They sat a-
round the microphone, making it
a cosy family occasion in the
country, .

The King, who with his family
had returned from church ser-
v went on the air following

(Continued on page 7,
Red Drive Closes
Grip On Budapest

(By The Associated Press)

LONDON, Dec. 25— The Red
Army drove to the western city
limits of Budapest today, cutting
the last rallway escape routes
westward from the Hungarian cap-
{tal, which was within 10 miles of
encirclement,

A Soviet communique, announc-
ing these successes, also reported a
continued Red Army surge west-
ward in southern OCgzechoslovakia
along the Hron (Garam) River in
the vicinity of Leva (Levice) in
a drive towards Vienna and Brate

——Fellow Firemen E::t—;r;i
. Warm Welcome Home
‘o Column Officer Stewart

Amid the blowing of horns and
the ringing of bells, Column Officer
Louis A. Stewart arrived home at
11.20 last Saturday night, He was
met on EIm Avenue by the City
Fire Department which escoried
him to the Fire Hall which was
tastefully decorated for the occa-
sion.

On the platform to which Col-
umn Officer Stewart was escorted
was City Councillor W. R. LePage,
chairman of the Fire Committez;
Fire Captains Fred Pickard and
H. Jewell, and Licut. J.A. Walker,
Coun. W. R. LePage opened the
program in an address warmly
welcoming Column Officer Stewart)
back to his native city. Other|
speakers were Captains Plckardl
and Jewell and Lieut. Walker.
The master of ceremonies, Five|
Chief Angus MacEachern, then!
briefly reviewed Column Officer
Stewart’s career with the local fire|
department and, on behalf of the|
fire department, called for thrce
rousing cheers for its guest. Col-
unin  Officer Stewart was then
escorted to his home by the fire
department. |

Column OfTicer Stewart, previ-|
ous to enlisting for overseas duly|
in the Canadian Fire Fighting
Corps, had been Captain of the
local fire department for severai
years. He did splendid fire-fight-
ing service in England, especially
in Southampton and Pcrtsmouth,
in which latter cily he had seen
as many as 135 fires raging at one
time. Only the decline of the Luft-
waffe’'s striking power prevented
the Canadian Corps from going to
France. With the disbandment of
the Corps. its members are being
sent back to Canada. Seventeen
of the vanguard returned to Can-
ada recently with Column Officer
Stewart at their head.

Pravda In Review
Of Western Front

MOSCOW Dec. 26 — (AP) —In
a lepgthy review of the German
counter-offensive on the Western
Front, the newspaper Pravda took
the line today that Gen. Eisenhow-
er would deal with the situation,

islava, now less than 98 and 63
miles _distant, respectively.

and gave the impression of every
confidence in the Western Allies.
N )

ice cream was served as a dessert in |

|
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PRIME MINISTER CHURCHILL
Will Visit Fighting
‘Zones In Europe

LONDON, Dec. 25—(CP Cable!
—Ool. Alfred Brooks, Progressivz
Conservative member of the Can-
adian House of Commons for Roy-
al, N.B, and R. K. Finlayson of
Winnipeg, adviser to John Bracken,
national leader of thie Progressive
Conservative Party, arrived Friday
in the United Kingdom.

Col. Brooks and Mr. Finlayson,
M'.ﬂnil()b:} delegate to the National
Progressive Conservative Commit-
| tee and a former secretary to Lord
| Bennett, a former Prime Minister
{of Canada, are expected to visit
lnart!:wsstem European - fighting
;gnes after a short stop in Lon-

n.

| Heavy Snowfall ;

On [ltalian Front

¢ 25- (AP)—A heavy
Christmas snowfal] carpeted the
I_t.'llli:m front today, conflning ac-!
tivity to probing stabs at enemy!|
positions after heavy German ar-|
tillery, mortar and machinz-gun
fire_throughout the night.

ROME, Dec.

- Cause Dam

How Canadians
:Spent Christmas
'On Western Front

By DOUGLAS AMARON
WITH THE 1ST CANADIAN
ARMY IN HOLLAND, Dec, 25—
(CP Cable)—This was a Christmas
of contrasts for soldiers of the 1st
Canadian Army standing guard &-
cross the flooded rivers of southern
Holland and in the forests of the
German frontier,

There were festivities almost
comparable with e wartime
Christmases the men knew in Eng-
land and there were cold vigils in
no-man’s-land where the night
was neither silent nor holy. Guns
firing over men in slit trenches
provided & rumbling background
for voices at Christmas eve carol
services.

Christmas morning broke clear
and crisp, providing weather re-

miniscent of Canada. But there
Was no snow, although drying puds
| dles froze during the night.

Hher O i nor G

made any Christmas eve move to
end the long lull on the front and
there were .0 reports
which occasionally enliven the

[] bt bl i
|  (Continued on

Settle Civil

ove To
Strife

" YAT.H.ENS_, Dec. 25—.(AP)—Prime Minis ter Churchill and Foreign Secretary Eden
ave arrived in Athens in a dramatic attem pt to settle the Greek crisis, it was announ-
ced tonight.

A unl,m“]lical conference was convened for Tuesday to which delegates of the E.L.

hich has been fighting British forces—had been invited.

jl| Marshal

l

| message Sunday, “welcomed
' posals for a strong organization.

| Archbisiop Damaskinos of Ath-
ens, mentioned as a possible Reg-

1 ent for Greece, will preside.

Chusr_chm.H Mr. Eden, Fie.d
ir arold  Alexand

| Commander-in-Chief in the Mefir-:

|| iterranean, cnd Harold Ma
i . O cMillan,
. | British Minister resident in tha

' Mediterranean, h.id a
shortly after the
and Foreign Secretary arrived.
News of the arrival of Britain's
top leaders in Attiens was the firss

conference

personal intervention in the Greek
i Internal crisis, which has involved
| three weeks of civil war.
| Heretofore they had
ithrough Mr. MacMillan and Lt
}Gen. Ronald M. Scobfe,
Commander-in-Chief in Greece.

‘ Armistice dealings with the lefi-

ist E.L.A.S. have thus far been
“le;éltless and fighting has contin-

to Greece within a few months.
He went to Athens with the late
Lord Moyne, British Minister resi-
dent in the Middle East, Oct. 26 a
few days before the latter's assas-
sination in Cairo and after Mr.
Churchill and Mr. Eden had seen
Marshal Stalin in Moscow.

The arrival of the Prime Min-
-ister and his Foreign Secretary
brought no let-up in the fighting
that raged bitterly on Christmas

a.

Day.
British Beaufighters blasted ihe
E.LA.S concentrations  with

: rockets and cannon in the north-

ern suburbs of the Greek Capital.

Pope Gives Views
On How To Assure
Peace In World

ROME, Dec. 25 — (AP) —Pcpe
Pius XII, in his annual Christmas
pro-

“a society of peoples,” to preserve
peace and smother any future
threat of aggression, but

J

| be punished,
| eventually be permitted to assime

1
i

of raids| night

burden” were placed on the van-
quished of the presemt war, T
While government and peopies |
to whom responsibility for this|
war is attributed can reasonabiy!
he said, they must|

the rights and duties of members
of the family of nations. i

He declared that everyone has
an immediate duty to “do every-

| thing to ban once and for all wars,

of aggression as legitimate solut- |
ion of international disputes and |
as a means toward realizing na:-[
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Series OF Week:End Fires

age In

N. B.

(8y TLe Camadian Yre
SAINT JOHN, N.B, De;s’
Fire destroyed the King Edward
School at the corner of St. James
::S Wenitworlth Streets early to-

,» causing loss estimated atmore
than $100,000. Replacement cost
of the three-storey building prob-
ably would exceed $20.,000.

Wit other city schools already
overcrowded, officials faced a prob-
lem of accommodating nearly 430
pupils who had attended the
school. The children started a
two-week hollday Friday.

The school was built in 1910 and
had 11 departme:..:s. Cause of tae
fire was unknown. It is believed
to have started in tlhie basement
and shot through the roof before
the flames were noticed.

SAINT JOHN, N.B, Dec.
(CP)—Omne of the two large un-
loading towers at the Dominion
Coal Company's coal pocket on
the waterfront here was wrecked
by fire this afternoon. Firemen
kept the flames from spreading to
ottier property.

BATHURST, N.B, Dec. 25—(CP)
—A $15,000 fire on Christmas eve
destroyed the Presbytery of the
Church of the Holy Family. Start-
ed possibly by defective electric
wiring, the e spread quickly
through the large wooden rectory.
No interference resulted in cele=
bration of the Christmas eve mid-
mass. The pastor and his
assistant priest have taken tem-

warﬂm at Sacred Heeart

25—

Prime Minisier |
intimation to the world of their

dealt
British

This was Mr. Eden's second visit |

warned
that it would fail if “a perpetual’

2%—1 A

|

ANTHONY EDEN |

LONDON, Dec. 25—Col. Donald
Yates of Bangor, Me., was awarced
the Legion of Merit Saturday fo
his part in deeciding which dap
| should be D-day.
Col. Yates' “good judzm-

| sound leadership and reconciliatiom
{ of differences” in torecasung >
weather for June 6 won him tne
award.

\F YO DiON'T
CET THE PRESENT
YU' EXPECTED,
! CHEER UP
| | MAYBE T WOULDN'T:
HAVE BEEN WHAT

METBOROLOGICAL OFFICE,
Toronto, Dec. 25 — Minimum and
maximum temperatures:

Dawson 23b, 18b; Vancouver 22,
30; Edmonton 22b, 9; Regina 28, 3;
Winnipeg 20b, 2b; Toronto 26, 33;
Ottawa 11, 19; Montreal 9, 20;
Quebee —, 23.

Ferecasts:—

Lower St. Lawrence: Fresh winas,
partly cloudy and becoming colder
| wWith snowflurries.

Lake St. John: Partly cloudy and
{ much colder with scattered snow-
| flurries.
i Gulf, North Shore and Bay
| Chaleur: Strong winds with snow,
| becoming colder at night in wesi-
| ern districts.
| Maritime West: Snow in north
portion with rain or part snow in
southern districts, becoming some-
what colder at nivht with increas-
ing winds.

Maritime East: Fresh to streng
winds with snow or rain.

L

High tide this morning at 9 and
tonight at 849,

sun sets thls afternoon at 524
gnd rises tomorrow = morning at

“Full moon December 20th, 11.38

Summerside tide eighteen minue
tes later than Charlottetown.

DAILY AIR SERVICE
Charlottetown — Summerside —
Moncton

Leaves Charlottetown 7 A M.
1130 AM; 515 P.M.
Arrives Charlottetown 12 45 P M.
545 P.M, .30 P.M.
SUNDAY SERVICE
Leave "Charlottetown 1130 AM

and 4 P. M. :
Arrive Charloitetown 2 P. N
and 545 P. M.
CHARLOTTETOWN —

NEW GLASGOW
(Daily except Sunday)

Leave Charlottetown 1 P. M.
Arrive Charlettetown 520 P.M.

>




