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Margaret Ayer Parnes A

"Her clgarette glowing, she sank
back upon her pillows.  “And
now,” she said cakmly, “what
about Baines?”

He paused for an instant to
light his own cigarette, and then
he sat down beside her on the
sofa His voice, when he spoke
was detached yet sympathetic. “I
suppose his oondition 1s pretty
pathological. He's brooding over
Gertrude for a good many years,
After they separated — 1 dare
say you won't remember, you'd
Just gone to China—it was gen-
erally sald that they were lving
together. She was barely back
from Reno before there was gossip
Of course, he’s besotted, Drunk,
a§ you saw, at four in the after-
noon, and obviously a prey to al-
coholic delusions.”

“But where.” asked Clelly. “do
I come into this story of a mis-
spent life?”

That question awoke in him his
former reluctance. “Baines is in-
sanely jealous. Of Gertrude, ' 1
mean. He has always been afraid
she would marry again. And now,
you see, he thinks—"

Cicily’'s gaze shifted suddenly
to the fire. “Never mind what he
thinks. What about me?”

“He thinks,” sald Avery, “that
you're going to divoroe Albert.
That of course might have what's
kncwn  as consequences, At least
Baines seemed to think so0.”

“But why would I divorce him?”
she asked.

“Because he thinks, Clcily, that
you want to marry me. And then,
you were discovered meeting me
on the four o'clock — so the poor
devil thought.”

She heard as he #poke, a slight
sound at the door. The Jap was
pattering in with » tray and tall
glasses. He brought them to the
sofa. his eyes discreetly veiled,

“It's  Planter's Punch.”  sajq
Avery, handing a glass to Cicily.

The Jap had trotted over to
pull the curtains at a window.

Later, putting down his hal?
finished drink. Avery moved near-
er on the sofa, “Cicily,” ne said
"It Albert should came to you mci
ask you to divorce him—»

‘T would,” she inter
he wouldn't.” oy
8She started ¢ 1lttle
hand touched her arm, T g

. “My’ dear,
you're worth ten of him—twenty—
a hundred. Why don't you leave

him befors he .as|
Tell him—» ks you to - gor

“Yes—what?® gsskeq Otctty .

pondently. Coe
‘That T love you he gatq
simply.

She hadn’t expected it. His fin-

Carry Travellers Cheques
and you can’t lose.x.

/)

It’s the safe way to carry travel funds; Here’s why
2 ¢ : Before your Travellers Cheques can be cashed.
they must be signed twice by you: first, wheq
you buy them and again when you cash them. So if lost;
stolen or destroyed, and before you have ad:ied
vour second signature, they are worthless to anyone else
¢ i . and you get your money back: ' Keep your travel
funds safe. Carry Travellers Cheaues on nl? vacatign or
business trips. Cash them wherever you go, as yoy
neced the money. Sold at all branches.

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

CHARLOTTETOWN BRANCH W - W. R CRUIKSHANK; Manager
Branches alsoin Hunter River, Mount Stewart, Summerside and Tyne Valley.

gers slipped softly down over her
amm. They clasped her hand as it
lay on her lap and raised it to his
lips very tenderly, unalarmingly.

“You don't, T think, love me”

felt his arm around her shoulders) home" his seat at the wheel and she sanl
and leaned against it gratefully.| She protested this indulgence|back in her corner, silent, indife
Suddenly Avery bent his head and| with the vaguest murmur. Avery | ferent to his presence at her dqo.

sald Avery. “But you mill.” kissed her. “Now I'll take you| helped her into her car. He took (To Be Continued)

)

With the payn of one hand she
was rubbing the knuckles that had
been brushed by the mustache. “1
don’t want to love anyone.” sghe
assured him hastlly,

-'My dear, you'te g child. A child
that's been abused. T want to make
up to you for all that has hap-
pened—"

“Are you asking me te marry
you?”

His eyes widened at the question,
“Cicily — of course”

“Well — I just wondered.”

CHAPTEF, XXVIII

T can solomnly promise that
I'll make you happy—" Avery told
Cicily.
“I'm not to sure. Avery. We've
both failed before. You've failed
one woman and I've failed two
men. I'd rather go on Just the
way I'm going—" -
“If that'’s possible.” said Avery.
The three curt words reminded
her of her .precarious position.
“You're - not' a woman to be
happy. alone.”
Those words reminded her of
someéthing that she was ashamed
to have forgotten. “I have my
children. And they'll stand by me,
whatever happens.”
“Then they’ll stand by you {f
you marry me."
Until he said that, it yealy
hadn't occurred to her to think
of Avery Caldwell in the light
of a stepfather. Or of herselt pre-
senting him to Sis, John an4
Robin and explaining to Bertie
his entrance in their lives.
“I'm  sorry.” she said gravely,
holding out her hand to him.’
He tock it and held it and drew
her a little nearer, looking down
at her strangely with compassion
in his gaze. ‘“Cicily” he said,
“Baines  sald something else. T
think I'd better tell you. He sald
that Gertrude told him she was
going to marry Albert.”
The words, which had been
spoken with gentle deliberation,
seemed to reverberate in  the
;;mpty air. She felt his hands clasp
er.
“Cleily!” he erled.
“It's a lle,” she sald thoarsely.
“For he would haye told me.”
“Come,” very ‘tenderly “sit
down, You nearly fainted.”
“No, I'm all right, 3 must go
home.” .
“Please stay here with me.” His
volce and eyes pleaded with her.
“Oh, no. That's impossible.” For
home had become a retreat to take
refuge in, a hole to crawl back to.
As she turned toward the door, she
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99, Make it easy for yourself! Eat right

Dining “COrner”; w e o o e

oool "herb garden™ window. Use @«
*dining table™ that drops down out of the way between meals : : : And then —
most important of all — put down a sparkling bright Gold Seul'Congoleum rg!
Its smooth surface Is easy fo clean with the swish of a damp cloth. And durablel
Why, Its wear-layer of heat-toughened paint and baked enamel Is actually equal
In thickness fo 8 coats of best floor paint applied by hand.‘But — when you buy your
Congoleum rug — look for the familiar Gold Seal. Without it — rememberl — it isn'?
Congoleum.  You'll be surprised how much
quality you can buy for so [ittle money.

Gold Seal Congoleum Rugs . . . product
of Congoleum Canada Limited, Montreal.
Your decler may be porarfly out of Congel

bacause supplies are stil very short. Please try him agale
as he receives limited shipments from time fo time.
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