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Parliamentary Under-Secretaries
The creation of Parliamentary assistants to
reliove the burden of over-worked Cabinet min-
isters in the Hlonse of Commons is a feature of
th 4 ueisiative program this session at
proposal, says the Montreal Star,
i by Mr. King himself some years

ago, but never implemented.” The Star being
anardent supporter of Mr. King, the irony of
th's scierer is doubtless unintentional.  What
Nappened was thae Mr. Bracken, in his first
broadeast after his appointment as Progressive

Conservative leader, urged this policy so strong-

ly, and the reaction proved so favorable
throughout the country, that the King Govern-
ment was prodied into taking action, just as it
has had to be prodded all along the line of our
war effert.

The Star simply paraphases Mr, Bracken'’s
speceh (without credit to the author) when it
savs that the necessity for Parliamentary under-
seeretaries, or whatever it is decided to call
them here, has been demonstrated rather pain-

fully again and again since the present war be- |

gan, and the proposed appointments will con-
stitute no more than a tardy act of justice to
Ministers who cannot reasonably be expected
to discharge the heavily increased responsibil-
ities of their respective departments outside the
House, and at the same time attend every sit-
ting in order to answer any question that may
occur to any particular member,

The Star omits reference to the strongest
point raised by Mr. Bracken, namely the need
of re-establishing the supremacy of Parliament.
The appointment of responsible under-secre-
taries would not only relieve the ministers, ‘but
would do way with the excuse for delegating
ministerial -powers to bureaucrats who are not
answerable to the people.

Priority On Brains

A grave fault in the Canadian system of
higher education is its failure to meet the
case of the brilliant and promising student de-
nied university “training because of lack of
means.— Australia -is—meeting this problem by
direct governmental assistance in deserving
cases. The plan is explained by the news bulle-
tin of Australian Section, Empire Press Un-
jon : :

“In future the whole field would be open to
rich and poor alike. Where a student could
meet the full cost of a course without hardship
no assistance would be given., In other cases
payments would be partial or total according to
circumstances. In assessing means there would
be no prying into personal affairs as inquiries
would be limited to the amount of the family
income and the number of dependent children.

“For three years after graduation a student
would, if required, accept Commonwealth em-
ployment in his professional capacity.

““Assistance would be given to students in
medicine, dentistry, engineering, veterinary,
science, agriculture, and science and perhaps

Post-War Salvage

A parliamentary sub-committee on salvage
has tabled a report in the House of Commons,
and its recommendations are of interest not
alone to industralists, but to every Canadian
who gives thought to this matter and would like
to see Canada’s economic future bolstered by
something more reassuring than vague hopes
or fears. A program of conversion is plainly
needed, and essential to its success, in the op-
inion of the sub-committee, is the over-all plan-
ning and surveying of war-time salvage and
conservation both in a national and an interna-
tional sense. The sooner this is done, the easier
it should be to avoid huge wastage when in-
dustry is confronted with a change-over for the
post-war era. The sub-committee urges that
the same principles of salvage and conservation
be continued after peace has been established.
Its members attach importance to the knowl-
edge gained and the practices followed by in-
dustry during war-time and is convinced that
tremendous savings can be made if the fullest
advantge is taken of these improved techniques.

The unprecedented demands of war have been
so successfully met by Canadian industry that
it should be possible to grapple with the re-
quirements of peace without general stoppages
or widespread dislocation, Preparation, prac-
tical adaptations and salvage of everything that
is useful should facilitate the big job, hasten the
re-establishment of Canada’s post-war economy
and keep the spectre of unemployment where it
belongs—on the outside looking in, with every
door barred against it.

No More Strikes

The Government's experience with the stec!
strike ought, says the Ottawa Journal, to be
enough of the kind while this war lasts, It is
running the war industries, and is the final au-

. thority on rates of pay and other working con-
ditions. Tt awards the contracts and uses the
products. The manufacturers are its agents;
the work being done is Government work.
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No other authority is so intimately concerned
with the results of the operations if it truly
represents the people of the ciuntry. Therefore
it is the duty of the Government to make certain
that obstacles do not impede, and that the maxi-
mum of production is achieved. ~ Grievances,
justified or not do not usually come to the sur-
face with a suddenness that need surprise.
Ordinarily much spadework is done to bring
about a strike on a large scale, and there are
signs of brewing trouble.

With all the machinery at its command to
deal with trouble in its active stages, surely the
Government can anticipate a crisis in time to
head it off. If not, it is blind to the realities of
industrial operations and the ways of profes-
sional agitators. It should make certain beyond
peradventure that there will be no recurrence
of these stoppages, which, obviously, are likely
to occur in a minority of plants. Strikes can be
stopped in initial stages, and it is the Govern-
ment’s responsibility to keep closely enough in
touch - with operations to see that the initial
stages are not passed,

~EDIIORIAL NOIES -

L]
About 1,000,000 pounds of butter per day are
being consumed in Canada at present, accord-
ing to Mr. W. C. Cameron of the Dairy Pro-
ducts Board in an address to the convention
of dairy farmers*of *Cal,:adi at Calgary.

From yesterday, Quebeckers are restricted (o
40 ounces of alcoholic liquor per person per
week, with the provincial government to furn-
ish free rationing books through the Quebec
Liquor Commission, The announcement made
no mention of limitation of wines and beer.

* ok ok %k

Mr. J. S. McLean, chairman of the Cana-
dian Aid to Russia Fund committee, reported
fund receipts totalled $1,056,000 at Jan. 27.
Original objective of $1,000,000 was reached at
the week-end, and officials expect when the
campaign closed on Saturday the final total
will be many thousands in excess of the first
goal.

* k % &

Aneta News Agency tells this one on the
strength of a Netherlander just escaped to Bri-
tain from German occupied Holland. A man,
fed up with conditions tried to commit suicide.
First he tried to hang himself, but the “ersatz”’
rope broke under his weight. Next he threw
himself into a canal, but his “ersatz’’ suit, made
of wood, kept him: afloat. In disgust, he bought
some poison from a drug store, but that was
“ersatz” too, and had no effect. Finally he gave
up the idea of suicide and started to live on his
ration coupons. As a result, he died within a
month.

* % % x

Mr, Maxime Raymond, former Liberal mem-
ber for Beauharnois-Laprairie who left the Lib-
eral ranks last year to form his new federal
political group—Bloc Populaire Canadien — is
being moved to a seat with the opposition
groups in the House of “Commons at his own
request. Mr. Raymond is reported to have said
he expects to be followed into the opposition
ranks by Mr, Edouard Lacroix (Lib. Beauce)
and Dr. Pierre Gauthier (Lib. Portneuf) both
of whom opposed the government on its con-
scription policy las‘t year.

Candlemas, the festival held to commemor-
ate the Presentation of Christ in the Temple.
The custom of blessing the candles for the
whole year on-this date came into use in the
11th century:

“If Candlemas day be fair and bright,

Winter will have another flight:

If on Candlemas day it be shower and rain,

Winter is gone and will not come again.”

“If the sun is bright on the day .of the
Purification( Candlemas Day) there will be
more frost after tre ‘feait tl:an before it.”

In the British House of Commons a member
inquired whether Mr, Dalton, to meet the press-
ing needs of war workers and to reduce absen-
teeism, would arrange for immediate distribu-
tion of alarm clocks and bicycle lamp batteries
at reasonable prices. Mr. Dalton replied that
his representative in Washington was trying to
obtain increased shipments, the export from U.
S. A. having fallen off. Mr. Will Thorne, La-
borite, caused laughter when he asked Mr. Dal-
ton if he could not arrange to revive the old sys-
tem under which men with long poles, went
around rapping at sleepers’ windows. Mr, Dal-
ton did mot reply.

* * *

Says the Canadian Press: Censors don't quail

at even the most complicated codes but they

probably developed headaches trying to under-]g

stand a photostat copy of some old Gaelic poe-
try, submitted to Ottawa for censorship by
Rev. Donald Sinclair, R.C.N. chaplain at Corn-
wallis Barracks, Halifax and formerly of Mon-

tague, Although. Mr, Sinclair is a naval censor |1

himself and “has the Gaelic”, he was not al-
lowed to censor the poetry, since he was send-
ing it to Harvard University as a gift. Per-
haps the censors found a happy solution and
just turned the puzzle over to Navy Minister
Angus L. Macdonald, himself a Gaelic son with
more than a mere‘lm‘atte:ing of the tongue,

After the sensational success of “While Rome
Burns”, and his simultaneous radio hit as the
“Town Crier,” Alexander Woollcott's star of
popularity had begun to wane, says the Mon-
treal Gazette, when an odd thing happened.
George Kaufmann and Moss Hart wrote a play
called “The Man Who Came To Dinner,” a
portrait of Woollcott so brilliantly savage that
if they had submitted it td counsel, they would
probably have been warned not to produce it
for fear of libel action. It was an instan-
taneous hit. The incredible rudeness, implac-
able egotism and ruthless wit of Sheridan White-
side became famous from coast to coast. And
Woollcott, who by all the ordinary rules should
have been either in a towering rage or a cow-
ering shame, urbanely fitted the cap to his head
by playing the role in person. His death was
sudden but not unexpected—intimates have
been predicting for years that he could not keep
on drinking 40 cups of coffee a day, with other
eccentricities to match. Waollcott preferred to

live as he liked, and enjoy it while it lasted.

He did.
4

Notes By The Way

it inad Vic-
toila restaurant was dismissed and
ended an argument with the man-
ager by throwing a lemon pie at
him, He struggled through the goo
to report to tne nearest policeman,!
but later, decided not to lay a
charge. It was exp.ained that the'
lady dwl not throw any plate with |
the pie. A soft touch, in other!
words. —Vancouver Sun.

A death blow to long-established’
beliefs that character may be
udg the cantour of the face,
15 dealt by Dr. Maxwell Maliz.
Four persons —a playwright, a mu-
sican, a lawyer and a docto;
were unable to distinguish cor-
rect.y the character of a man by
his facial appearance. Two thou-
sand years ago, Aristotle taught
his students that character can be
told by the contour of the face,
and to-day we still persist in that
thought, Dr, Maltz states. The
doctor's experiments prove that hu-
man beings are judged by behaviour,
expression, gesture, manner, posture,
speech, voice and éntire conversa-
tion and that these have far great-
er value than judging by looks, —
Forest Free Press.

Living in an atmosphere designed
to impress the ir.portance of such
things, Mr. Justice E, R. BE.
Chevrier speaks feelingly of the
dignity whic surrounds the process
of administering justice . , . It is
not play-aciing that goes on at the

the s1ly real majesty in a demo-
cracy, ¢ operation, We could ill af-
ford to sacrifice one form or cere-,
mony, for that woulc: be the be-
ginning of the break-down of our
whole great system. —Windsor Star,

Ideal logging conditions have been
prevailing in New Brunswick woods,
and it is now estimated that close
to 400 million feet of lumber will
be cut \ais year, which is slightly
over last year's estimated cut of
380 million. Despite = war-time
handicaps it is stated by Ilumber
executives that the cut this year
will be nearly up to standard, —
Amherst News-Sentinel.

Ausiralian troops are to be taught
how to find sustenance in the bush,
like the aborigines do. A new in-
struction course, designed to make
them independent of ordinary sup-
plies if cut off or isolated, Is be-
ing taught without celay, The
troops will learn that—The roots
of certain trees contain water. Four
teaspoonful of water can be obtain-
ed from a frog dug out of dried
mud. Onion weed bulbs are palat-
able. Certain shrubs and vlants such
as lucerne, nettles, saltbush and
milk th'st'es can be used as sub-
stitutes for spinach. The big white
and pink wichetty or pelattie grubs
on redgums, bluegums,
honeysuckle and mallee roots are a
native delicacy. Ants’ eggs, toasted
on a hot stone, taste like bread. The

ed up and thrown into a creek, will|
dope fish and bring them to the sur-|
face within an hour. Snake meat
is nourishing. It is not claimed
that such a ciet would be satisfy-
ing, but it-would keep a man alive
for weeks —Australian Press Un-

There is a
an American weekly, by Char.es
Lanius, which descibes the mam- |
moth war industry of Switzerland, |

the Naz' war machive. Switzer-
land is known foi its highly skill-
ed labor. It provides precision ‘n-
struments, watches, radio, and list-
ening devices for submarines, among
other things of great number. It is
very true that the Swiss cannot |
help themselves; they are imprison- !
ed on all sides. And thev are as
neutral as they dare be, which isn’t
neutral at all in -their high func-
tioning for Hitler Their factorles,
howevér, are as much a part of the

and air squadrons and might very

“regulations of

Bar. It is the majesty of the law,' e,

| ._spine
Drag at the muscles of

wattles, |
bark of a certain tree, when crush-

ion. |
il | %
revealing art'cle in Unites it with the Universe.”

Nazi war machine as tank brlgudes’
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MODERN CANADIAN POETRY
Sir.—A few days 8go enter-
ing ‘the Charlottetown u'f:-ry,w

Ceizy. T was 1n-

lished. Here my:

self, is the place for

and so I took up the th’ﬁo
let and read it, or rather I
to . My heart and.
failed me. For what concord
light with darkness, or
Rl T o L
agree atev

or was not, the meaning
one of my ms, it

e I aueh 3 t;:'ed::yo;dern lp"‘o.:ll
in much of

Wes ‘as dark. as night, And in suo
of the modern goema as had 8
clear meaning, the style, lnd:nug:

trast to that of my poetry,
erately defled nl‘letl’\; mu b!::d
verse or rhyme, from the days of
Homer down to the days of
nyson, Kipling, and “Bob” Ser-

vice,

I will give as a sample of this
modern "ﬁg as you please” poetry
the following lines from a Van-
couver Ladiv-A'uthor. selected from

book of mode:

i

iﬁ‘ig‘
EiPa

r

T rn_ poetry.
poem is entitled *“You Manikin,”
and is written as follows:| .
“You manikin to Fate! .
Stand up and take the blows!
Dont stare with pain-bewildered
eygs“t.hen stagger to the next
rebuff.
Stiﬁiex{xltho thing you eall your
your legs!
Order your feet, and then put all
your strength into your - puny
arms and fight, fight back
And make a soul.”

One may be inclined to think
that perhaps the above poem is
Just an attempted imitation of that
strange American poet, Walt Whit-
man. Or again, one can imagine
that perhaps these lines were writ-
ten by Jack Johnson, Joe  Louis,
or the once fam -

ous John L. 8
livan. But it is hard to believe that | And

they were written, as they actually
were, by a dainty woman, of con-
siderable modern culture §
There is no accounting for taste,
but our modern poets must pardon
some of us if we prefer to the
above lines a verse from Long-
fellows “Psalm of Life” as follows:
“In the world's broad field of
battle,
In the bivouac of life,
Be not like dumb driven cattle,
Be a hero in the strife,
I tried to express my own pref-
erence by the_following lines:
“Dear poet, have read your

poem;
I dare not call it verse or rhyme:
U tried to put it to a tune,
But oh! I found it had no time.'
*And now I think I hear you say:
Pooh! anyone can write a rhyme;
A mere mechannic artisan ¥
Cax;1 | write a verse and make it
[

i me,
|"But oh good friend, do not de-

spise
The potency of rhym-ed verse:
lenges some mystérious hidden
ing,

And in my school days I was
led to believe that all good poetry,
in- blank verse or rhyme, and no

working on a 24-hour schedule for | natter iow grand and classic, had

in it, like all good architecture,
some element of universal appeal.
Oour old grandmothers, for in-
stance, could listen to college boys
and girls reciting lines from =
ton's Paradise Lost, and although
they did not pretend to under-
stand one-tenth of the classic al-
lusions in this great epic, they
could still nevertheless = sincerely
say: “I do not wholly understand
the poem you_are rc:clting.e boys
and girls, but I quite real that
it is something aand. and I love
to hear you reci it  Similarly
all sorts of people from the col-
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the tmpact of war and the

tihder
necessity for ' 'economy measures

wherever ble, there has been &
slight curtailment of expenditure
but: the' program nevertheless, has

. constent ; pro-
the meetings assist-

and suggestions were given the
fishermen by . adult  educational
workers, and the net result has been
to’improve operating methods while,
at the same t‘n}e, mainteining es-

and A New Brunswick, have
ducted meetings in  Prince Bdward
Island and the Magdalens. They also
held some one hundred conferences
with directors and officlaly of the
various fishermen’s groups and con-
ducted personal interviews with a
great’ many fishermen, making 225
visits - ! fishing communities
t the widespreac: area.
Bducational “meetings, conducted
uhder the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Fisheries and presided over
competent workers, constitute a
valuable contribution towards aid-
ing the fishermen of the prevince,
of the area as a whole. to im-
prove their methods of operation and
to: maintain a ‘steadv supp'y of es-
sential wartime food  supplies, both
for the Canadian market and for
the needs of many dllies.

Confession Of Failure

(Globé -and Mall)

The statistical : analysis of the
operation - of - Canada's .manpower
pouc%'“for.nunury pmggus ssued
on esday bx the partments
of Defense and - Labor must hnv?

the ‘cas
most easily. understood and there-
fore likely to receive closest atten-
tion were those -giv results by
dg‘%cts. thl!ul:‘ even the m:tlstlcs
s n, e percentages of en-
lmtmen%g to population. were con-
by inck male -
ulation up to 45 years when calls
were resiricted to those of 40 and
below. The range s from 12.8 per
cent in' Military.  District No, 5,
which is bec, to 44.1 in District
No. 6, which is Halifax. In No. 2,
Toronto, the. proportion of enlist-
gd men between 19  and 45 s
8.2, In the, London district 36,7,
and. the Kingston .district 40.5, The
total for all districts is 33 per cent.

But the -significance ~of

comparigoris is dwarfed by a di-
gest pg&ﬂsl;g ‘t!ot;l‘%y o!fro'x'g’:he Ot-
'ws corresponde paper,
who ‘rightly describes ‘the record
ued f: an official confession of
llapse ‘'of the national mob-
ilization' * machinery. ' Here are
some of the 'pertinent facts dis-
closed: -32.4 per cent of the 750.611
men .to. whom - medical . notices
were, sent are still unaccounted for,
There are 146276 classified as
“delinquents or otherwise unace
oounted for,” - Some 96,830 notice!
w:lxl'e “undelivered,” Of the men
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ned. ; Many have  bee,
m%vnen the call- were under | gbly aomt this blot’::o:{m:f
the direction of - National = War [to our everlasting discredit.
Services, and the requisitions were ;
moderate in ize, & ‘: :oeggrdbg{
1 ren! H o
e P Deriods. under Nabional .
Selective Service and the -

claimed the manpower
reaching , depletion. .= Aga
however, are the
a little more than 14 per cent
deferments, and more than 98,
throughout the country were
lowed to ignore their calls.

The voluntary enlistment policy
was bally-hooed from the house-

tops as a success when all sorts A "
of backdoor pressure were being Df-opanee skj-linp eath ‘s
used to make it work, The truth | (gome bumt-out sky spread o'er &

ow is revealed that from the
:i‘a;v of registration in 1940 there

has been no effective policy
the allottment of manpower.

ed for in the records with

compulsory selective service that
capable  person
in- military

assigned  each
where he be'onged,

service, in industry or agriculm:% 0]
N oias: tn - mille In fading cycles of old memory,
ary districts if is service ‘had
been invoked and applied equit-

The finger could not have
ointed at disc!

ablv and honestly.
e story of the officlal
condemns itself, and the ¢

for Canada is that in the fourth

1 was
this,
facts that only

o
‘The r
large number of delinquents and |% know it 8]l s0 wél, I understand
missing could have been account-

figures
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REINCARNATION

I too remembumt golden

8l= | heneven my soul - was - young;
I see the sand
Whirl uiln a blinding pillar towards
e

ot
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—And slim brown jargoning meq
for in blue and

The ecstacy of worship ages-old.

& | Hear the first truth: The grel
far-seeing wt‘l

Is ever in the humblest husk: I &

Y | How each isucoeedlng section takes

And each new life the mnext lf¢
shall control
Until perfection reach Eternity.

—E. Wyndham Tennant (Ypr
July, 1916,
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