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of the Saddle

‘who Huadruple
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HINK of a boy scarcely outyof his
seens earning a salary four/times as
much as the Presidenpofrthe United
States] R o T S
'~ dnd then think of morewthanione boy
Qoing is. ' !

hile Mr. Roosevelt has woswork ‘hard
almost every working day of the year, and
long hours at that, for his $50,000, thesetboys
woho receive much more haveito work many
fewer days in a year, and muchishorter hours.
. For time actually employed, there are
fjockeys who receive fizr their services many
times as much money as the man-elected to
%old the reins of the leading nation on earth.
W4nd all they have to do is toshold the:reins.of
winning race horses.

iThey are the great jockeys—George
Mountain, W alter Iﬁlrillar, Danny Maher,
Johnny Rey and others of their class—who
can be relied upon nearly always to win. When
Johnny Reiff recently won the English Derby
for Richard Croker, his name and fame were
flashed around the world,

No other people—hardly excepting the
great stars who are paid fabulous prices for
amusing theater-goers a few minutes a day—
wre so well paid.

)\« [They are the financial?kings of the time,
i

il

N George , after a ul career:

in the Bouth, tackled the East recently and

! rode Glorifler to victory in a $10,000 race at New.

York, 1t was openly belleved that he would re-

celve a bonus of probably half that amount for his feat—
ghis In addition to his regular retainer.

For ho had taken a horse once ‘‘down and out,” but
lately patched up by J. H. McCormick as a possible
“‘comer,” and had beaten the old standbys upon which
ghe best judges in New York had lavished their bets.

It was a feat that sot the racing fraternity by the
oars, and the incalculable amount of money tled up in

nel explains

ST {Paft tgrond, nio thin o oy channl o
juontly, in the event of a jockey winning a race
-"33‘%:‘:;"‘&-% faerom rortunate winors, dlthough this
must ée ' horse and

done through the owner of the
under

L) fon of the track detectives, to guard
% m&uwla y
! Ky instances in the chronfoles
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55% been man,
in tho United Btates of jockeys rising In a
W geasons from poverty to afll just as
\And Miller are doing now.
'Drole‘v lm(, ‘however, that the jockey is a real
8. .
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A FORTUNE FOR APARTMENTS \

) 8 o ifonAdt, he pald for his London apart-
[ :’.? > nd yet from such a height he
ﬁ t&rg&%’%mpmv dence to a $60-a-week posi-
It was in , too, that the Reift borl. Johnny
and Lester, an oma farm, saved In a single
'Nu?n $200,/ part of which they decided to take
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For what the mag hman's woll-known pre-
Qllection for u} 1 immense amounts of
ney thut the n-'-??.?- royal families and the Eng-
aristocraocy wve to squander, he who can
Pleare 15 there . lendld emolumen
n 0 single ‘sonson recently the  incomes of
X SN G A A
axtra ,,,".',‘.,'},‘ to » “But thie included
Who wi I &
b g PRy
g of s Are |
Sg:-?'?{r as Winnie &Conncr%,ooo.
uclon Lyne, i
moneys, 0 time a fow yehrs
hun the Jockey ro | trogible for
Sl Us salaries

nd how
ke ok tho man in '&"mnm

Be inet o nanivers um—tu Dorby (s the
uv.ru'l of -|»‘yonr m'ﬁ' ve hl'.%u won
0

o 3¢ %o aggresiated this,  Not only

202800
%’;’9_.9;‘.09.0,#?- '

[bet

THE CHARLOT

WOWN CUARDIAN

. &‘ '-'

~x

i

has this appreciation taken a monetary gulse—it has
been shown by such marks of affection as the kissing of
the American boy jockeys by English women.

When it is consldered that many thousands of people
gladly pay $10 to sée these. boys race, it may be con-
nelved what a firm hold they have got on the British
v_opulnce, and why they are able to pull in sums of
thoney to make even & prince of Wales open his eyes.

Last year Danny Maher was the idol of British arls-
tocracy. And with good reason. For in one race he
Bar(ormed such a feat as England has seldom seen on

erbK Day,
There weroe pitted against him twenty-one of the best
riders in England mounted on horses which had records,
somg of them, fully as Ligod as his own. He rode Spear-
mint, owned by Mhjor Rustace Loder.

At first it was declded that Loder would enter Ad-
mirable Crichton in the race, but a week or two before
Derby Dt:iv this horse got out of sorts and a change had
to be made, Next the 3fyear-old filly Flalr was picked,
for she had just won a great race at Newmarket, an
'vag belleved to hold great possibilities,

But, just a fow days before the Derby, the astound-
ing fact became known that Flair had ‘‘fallen down’'
under the severe training, and that in all the well-stocked
stables there was not a horse to take her place.

In this emergency {t was decided to give Spearmint
A chance. The racing experts thought little of the horse,
0Odds were all on the other entries.

But behold, when the dust cleared after the flnal
spurt, it was seen that Danny Maher on Spearmint was
in the lend. Just how much Maher got in presents for
this feat it would be hard to estimate, but it probably
ran well toward $50,000,
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Only in 1905-he had taken ILord Rosebery's Clcera
past the post a half length ahead of the nearest com-
petitor, and thus earned the gratitude of the dukes and
duchesses to an extent scarcely ever paralleled by any
one else,

These things account for the lionizing of Maher In
London last year and this year,?.vhich has caused Eng-
lish writers to say that thelr country is a paradise for
American jockeys who are able to ride horses to win.

Leasing an expensive house, as Tod Sloan had done
before, Maher set up a lordly establishment, entertaining
In a style befitting a feudal baron, with liveried servants
walting on hils every beck and nod and meals such as—
80 it s stated by those who have entree to both his
home and the royal palace at Windsor—even King REd-
ward would not permit to be placed on his table, they
are so extravagant,

A conservatlve estimate of Maher's income at present
is $200,000, but there are those among his friends who
say_that $250,000 would be a closer gues

In other lines of endeavor, blg salaries usually come
with years. Not so the jockey—he Is apt to be making
the _biggest money of his life before he !a out of his teens,

For Instance, when Arthur Redfern was 16 years old
and Danny Maher was 19, a few years ago, the former
was making $40,000 and the latter $35,000 in a season.

Nor are these fsolated cases. When Johnny Relff
was 156 years old he was making $25,000 a year in Eng-

lan
}ie weighed, then, only seventy-two pounds, and was the
youngest and lightest welght jockey In the world, He had

beaten Tod Sloan, who was ‘unable to follow the high
life of Lendon and keep his flesh down—the difference in
welght of thirty pounds and in age of ten years threw
the balance of possibility on the side of the Ohio youth.

So spectacular was his success that the prince of
‘Wales and the duchess of Marlborough and other prom-
inent people sought his acquaintance—or, rather, became
his patrons, for he ‘was not, even in actions, any more
than a child,

Not only childish, but bashful. This was fllustrated
once when the English women tried to Hobsonize him.
It all started one day when Johnny had made a vic-
torlous finish with Uncle Mac, a notorfous ho::e which
all but killed. several riders.

Pluckily, on this occasion, the boy fought with the
beast, cowed it, and, although others of its competitors
had won a considerable lead, brought it in ahead.

Blipping easily from the back of the winner, Johnny
was_about to get into a robe and run to the stables.

From .the crow: rushed a magnificently dressed
woman, who, before the boy knew what she was about,
clasped him in her arms and gave him a resounding
smack right on the lips. - He struggled free, and, blush-
ing _‘violently, made his escape,,

B\“ the fad was started, and for a season or two—
until he becamse,more of a man—Johnny led a migerable
existence trying 'to keep away from the kissers.

han he won“his first race on Mary Black at Wash-
Ington Purk track, near Chicago, in 1898, he weighed but
fifty-elght ‘{,\ounds. and. the. women sald he looked like a
baby on the back ‘of the great steed. But he was at
the threshold of the most paying vocation open to an
American youth. >

PROVIDED FOR THEIR PARENTS

‘When Johnn{y Reift and his olderi brother, Lester,
returned to the United States in 1900 after a very profit-
able season in England, they first,bought a home for
thelr parents at Cygnet, Ohlo, ‘dnd) déclared that their
father must retire from.business,

During that  season Johnny had: ridden .the crack
mounts of 8ip Willlam Beresford, recefving as his regular
remuneration $250 for’each race; and sometimes. he rode
four races.d day, making his day's wages $1000, to say
nothing of cextra presents,

How doés such a tremendous snlnv affect an Amerl-
can_boy jockéy's relations with royalty?

For ‘illustration, here is Johnny Reiff's own story of
what toak place one day on the track.

“I waa just about to mount Knickerbocker: when the
duchess of Marlborough, whom 1 had met before, came
uP and sald she wanted to introduce me to-the prince
of Wal

-

ales. » \

‘“ “This {8 little Relff, your royal highness,’ she sald.

“The prince sald, ‘I am pleased to see you,’ and
shook hands with me just like any American might do.
He then asked me what my welght was. I told him
sixty-four pounds,

‘‘Next the prince asked me my age and_some other

uestions, which I answered. But it was getting time
?or me to get Into that race, and I couldn't walt any
longer, even for the prince of Wales. So I hopped on to
Knickerbocker and was oft.”

Writing home from England to his mother, one sea-
son Johnnz told of winning a face for the Prince of
Wales stakes, worth 350,000, and added: ‘I expect to
get a present of atl least 06000 for winning the race.'

ndeed, presents of that amount never surprised him.
And all.this in addition to his enormous salary.

When Queen Victoria dled, Johnny cabled from Ohio
his condolence to the man,who is now Edward VII and
recelved by cable a reply Iin which the king addressed
htm as "I\Iy dear little Johnny,” and subscribed himself,

e

“Your friend and comrade in the old days.”
One day i July, 1900, Johnny rode four horses to
victory in as many big events, and his brother the same

day won one race. Bo it Is little wonder that England
showerid .thanks and money on them.

No more gerious problem confronts owners of fast
horses each year than that of getting competent jockeys
to ride them. 8

The jockey usually grows up in the stable. It bex
comes second nature for him to cling to the back of &
speeding horse while other speeding horses dre all ahow,
him, apt to mangle him to pleces if he should fall’
Then, too, the viclousness of the horse he is asked to
ride often requires that he have the courage of a lion.

He must be wide awake, watching all that is going
on about him, and his judgment must be faultless, He
must decide and do in the brief space that it takes &
horse to make one leap.

And rour top-liner jockey, like the Reiff boys and
Maher, must have a certain delicacy of touch—it is ine
herited, not acquired—which gains for him the sym-
pnn}?' ot the horse he is riding.

e must know horege nature Jlke a book, must know
when to whip a horse up, when and how to conserve his
force for the finish,

In the use of the whip he must be an artist. And
with all the training in the world, unless he loves horses,
he will not be a big success.

Racing men say that the Jncke({ earns his big salary
—that no other life is so hard and trying.

He must rise early to ride exercise or trials,
matter what the weather is. ‘Then he hustles about al
rides all the afternoon in blazing sun, or pounding rain,
probably with an empty stomach.

He must at all times be very careful of what he eats
and drinks—little is allowed him. If he be naturally
thin, this Is not so hard, but there are jockeys who cam
keep down flesh only by virtually sta.rleg themselves,
Even this Is .not enough, at times, and: the rmud bath/
must be constantly resorted to.

One jockey, Fred Archer, spent so much time in Turk-
Iﬂh]batha preparing for a race that he became sick and
died.

Five years ago Tod Sloan had saved tdO0,000 out of his
turf money, and while he was living like a prince at
that. Hs lost it all, as he himself says “‘through false
friends and speculation."

“It came too easy,’” said Sloan, in dlscussing his van-
ished wealth a few weeks ago. ‘‘That {s the curse of
it. It would have been better for me if my day hadn'
come 80 soon, for I got the big head, and that settle

e.

“I have never been strong on arithmetic, but m
recelpts between 18% and 1902 were not far from $1,000,
counting ever ource of revenue, 1800, for instance.
I had nearly $500,600 banked In cash.

“How the moncy did flow Into my till!  There wae
the time, for instance, when King Mdward gave me &
$30,000 retainer to glve him first call for the season ot
1901,

And this was more than the British prime minister
recelves—almost as much as the Lord Chief Justice gets
per year,

As to the pay of the ordinary jockey Sloan said:

A crack jockey will average four mounts a day, and@
sthe season averages about 217 days, That means 863
mounts.  Ordinarily a jockey gets, besides his retainer
fee, $25 for every winning mount and $10 for every losing
mount,

“If all wera losing ones, the jockey would get $8680.
Prohnl)lf one-fifth of them, however, will be winners, or
say 176 In round numbers. At $25 each, this means $4375.
Add to this ihe fec for losing mounts, and one gets
$11,305 for 1 ) during the season, exclusive of

g ¢ from $100 to $2600, according to the
importance of the event and the sizé of the purse.”
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WHAT uso are snakes?” is o ques.
tion often asked by the students of
nature. .

They do not gratify the esthetic
senso, as other useloss oreatures do; but are loath-
some_and often pernicious,

Every other created thing views them with
horror——men and monkeys, boasts of prey and
birds. Indeed, many species of birds—owls, kites,
orows, ravens and others—have a bitter antipathy
to the snake race, and kill the wriggling reptiles
wherever found, even though they may no. alway:
devaur the n‘mnsled remains.

There are birds that gain their livelihood by
assiduously seeking and slaying poizonous ser
pents.
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. BK the Australlan colonist, which of the me
queor birds that adorn his primitivo forosts .
holds in most raepect, and he will instantly name

o M?m fhgi:ade, as ho calla tho glant king

ﬂlﬁ t4 note resembles a donlkoy's bray.
] a sher vam monf entirely on poisonous rap.
dla, in whic! lr cont! ’ch 18 Inconveniantly rleh,
4 o5, ona

0 vulo’ 0 it onl; v lizards, ospecially ven-
omous O“Et 8 Lﬂoqdul and treo leeches, He
over oatches fi

sh'af.er the manner of his Amerfoan or
pean kin 3
t was a hot dav in the Blue mountains cf New South

ThreSecrefary Birad

A tra
bush for some bhours, t, Mehln[k- %.
oes not turn the edge o
wh.
Buddenly he beheld a big kingfisher In one of the
trout strenm
Ho

veler had been tramping through almost

osa, he gat In its shadow od len trunk—

m moan is almost the only on :( Australion tr
1ta l%un to the sun—a
n} (_nocounts for the ourlous shadelessness of the

an bush

trees opposite. Je was sitting motionless, ns his Ameri-
can nam e may be meen frequently over pond or
atc’elod the observer with an abrupt duz 1o the
&rovad not awar, and & Low :&m latar LY
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irds that il Gnakes for Jivelihond

”  Grrrf
A1rgrrsker,
(Lo, /{@ 4

(
vl
us I/ 1!
to his peroh with something wriggling In his blg, flerce-

Jooking bill, It was a t snake that h bask-
gl" lnsho Jsunshine ’un?n?:mf the shelter o tg:.;lmon

The bira nelzed the reptil h d held
it 1o s Yiodike ﬂ'ﬁ{d dospite. its viotons '::f&c:{".- and
wﬂ!hlnqn. Now then tg. nugzy oaptor would bang
ita y's h ngt the lrﬂ ugh of the W tree
un h Ml the evil-looking deadly thing to

hen ounly dald o rela his hold to toss t dend
smake, Hmp uﬁ!u-. ec's B 53 fo%e, thsa dond

e '\
clever] d the bird ontch it by the tall, and
mew lﬂl'l{! &' 1ts oapaolous mnw.y The colled-up

ins of reptily for n projecting mass on the
ﬁ " bmnu“an was fully visitic from w’hﬂu the trav-

elor_naf
the "GoeRase” Bad busn top Lusy oapturing

and preparing the snake to notice the man, though he
sat within ten yards, The banquet done, however, the
bird caught sizht of the stranger, ruffled up his feathers
orcely, and with a shriek compounded of laugh, groan
and bray, flew off noisily to digest his capture,

=

As the Intestinal tract of the laughing jackass Is
short, digestion Is not a lengthy process. Consequently
he eats often, s from dawn to dusk is {ndustriously
after snakes, | elng on that account first favorite of the
woods with squatter and bushman, who protect the bird
from every pot-hunter.

The Aus lan magple, or singing crow, is also &
serpent killer, a8 Is the native crane and several others.
The ¢row, handsome, lively and clever, Is known from
8ydney to Freemantle for his black and white coat and
startling diet of centipedes, scorplons and polsonous

snakes,
He, too, first kills his prey, throws it into the alr with

a song of triuniph, and then disposes of it at lcisure.
The *natlve companion,” as the Australlan crane Is
called, {8 no mean antugonist of the snake race, of which

oys hurcreds ~¢ thousands. Its method of killin
is peculinr, for It stamps on the reptile with the full
force of its leg, drawn up to the bod{. and then propelled
downward llke a piston rod with all the bird’s strength.
To make rance doubly sure, the crane strikes a
quick succession of blows that crushes the last vestige
of life out of the mangled reptile, which {s then swal-
lowed with no more ado.
Another snake eater Is ‘hf secretary bird of Bouth
Africa, More than once travelers have ?cn this curious
creature, half vulture and half falcon, with a suggestion
of the crane, tackling a big snake just as the native
companion of Australla does; that is to say, never touch-

2

ing It with beak or wing, but always mmpln‘ on the
squirming folds with its powerful lefl dlubl:f the
reptile at the first blow and finally dnfocntln. 1 the

vertebrae,

LIVELY FOOTWORK

Jhould the snake show fight, the secretary bird seems
to tighten all its feathers about I& hopping briskly here
and there, with all the “footwork” of the veteran pu-
gllist, so as to avold the desperate onslaught.

Such contests can end only one way, and the crushed
serpent {s goon reposing harmlessly in its llying tomb,

Another Australlan bird, known as Jardine’'s harrler,
is a serpent xiller of great ability, speclally endowed by
nature with legs of great lengt malled” with strong,
yellow scales, Impervious to snake teeth, It also kill~
and_eats froge, 11zards and other reptiles,

The harrier, besides the pled crow and the laughing
Jackass, 1s of rrnt value to Australla, which contair#
80 many varieties of deadly snakes,

It seeks for snakos on the wing, hawking at no reay
istance from the ground over v.h; hot and stony plac,
reque! by them. With a sudden sweep, the 3

18 gras by the neck with one powerful foot, :mr rh
the harrier soars high into the Zir d kills its rep:
)rey by dro?pgnhl{ on rocks or , sun-baked
elgh!
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The India guunu and cranes of all kinds, Maa-
churian an utch, are -I:x m?o hunters. In in
India the adjutant is treated with as much conatderation
aa the » monkeys of Han n,  Woe betide the
inexperien tourist or visitor who tries to shoot o~e
of these curious birds,

Then there Is the burrowing® owl of the mth. Ameory
can pampus, which pre{: “pon oymmg rattlesnakos, fa.
lowing the creatures Into thelr own holes. These l.‘rx
also are respected, and with eause,

eart

There {s no greater foe to xll WArm-blooded manime %
t‘hzn the poisono and an wi :l:v ros e
dine off it h}vﬁ

and courage anough to kill one
_well deserves Won's nrlﬂ$u30 WR4 protection




