AUGUST

Dates of Interest In
Our Island History

1497—Supposed discovery of the
Izland by John Cabot, whose head
wppears, carved in relief, on the
tront pediment of the Dominion
Post Office building in Charlotte-
town, but of whose visit here
there is no evidence of any kind.

1534—Jacques Cartier's arrival,
June 30. He made his landfall near
East Point, and was the first white
man to leave any record of his
visit to these shores,

1632—Isle St. Jean appears cor-
rectly drawn on Champlain’,
of New France. i * map
1719—First colonists from France.

1720—Port la Joie founded,

1721—Arrival of first Christian
missionary, 1'Abbe de Breslay.

1722—First church at Port la Jole
dedicated to St. John the Evange
list, .
1728—Influx of Acadians from
Nova Scotia.

1732—De Roma’s eolony at Three

Rivers,
1738—Grain fields ravaged by
mice. The settlers would have

starved but for help from Louis.
burg.
1745—Invasion
New Englanders,
1748—1Isle St.
France by
pelle.
1751—Colonel Franquet's visit.
He toured the Island and reported
on its fortifications to the French
Government,
1752—Catholle parishes organized
at Point Prim, Scotchfort, St. Pet.
er's Harbour and Malpeque.
1758—Expulsion of Acadians fol-
lowing  British conquest under
Lord Rollo. Fort Amherst built at
Rocky Point, near Port la Joie.
1760—First British subject (John

and capture by

Jean restored to
treaty of Aix-la-Chap

Webster, Jr.) born Oct. 24. (This |’

honor is also claimed for Frederick
Holland, eldest son of Surveyor
General Samuel Holland), ’

1763—Island ceded to Britain and
placed under government of Nova
Scotia,

17€4—Hollnnd's  survev begun.
—Earl of Egmont's scheme for
settlement on feudal basis turned
down by British Government,

1765—Charlottetown degignated
as Island capital,
1767—Island  disposed of to

Crown favourites by lots drawn in
London,

1768—Walter Patterson appoint.
ed Governor.

1769—Island becomes a separate
Province. First enactment was a
law rcgulating the sea cow fish-
ery.

1770—Wreck of the “Annabella”
at Malpeque with Scotch settlers
‘ncluding Robert Stewart, Speaker
6f the Island's first House of As-
sembly.—First Chief Justice (Du-
port) commisslianed.

1771-—-First Grand Jury
bles in Charlottetown.

1772—Arrival of Catholic High-
landers under Capt. Macdonald of
Glenaladale, at Scotchfort.

17T73—Constitutional government
granted. First Legislative Assembly
mects in Cross Keys tavern, corn-
er Queen and Dorchester streets.

1774—First Tax Act passed, (on

assem-

“retallers of rum and other dis-
tilled spirituous liquors.”)
1775—Charlottetown looted by

American privateers, who kidnan-
ped Administrator ‘Phillips Call-
beck and Surveyor General Thomas
Wright.—Arrival of Rev. Theophil-
us DesBrisay, first Anglican rector.
—Chief Justice Peter Stewart and
family, en route from Scotland,
wrecked off Cascumpec.—First
winter malil service via Wood Is-
lands.

1778—First~ Barracks erected,
east side of King ande* Queen
Streets.

1779—Assembly petitions for for-
feiture of lands of delinquent pro-
prietors. '
1780—Militia Act passed.—Pro-
eeedings commenced for recovery
of quit rents.—First scHool house
opened at St. John's coffee house,
Queen Street,
1781—Slavery, though never pre-
valent, recognized under an Act
passed this year declaring “that
Baptism of Slaves shall not ex-
empt them from Bondage.” The
Act was not repealed until 1825,
1784—Empire Loyalists at Bede-
que,
1786—Governor Patterson recall-
@4, General Fanning appointed,
1787—First newspaper, the Royal
Canadian Gazette and Intelligencer,
launched by James Robertson.
1788—F'irst visit of a British na-
val squadron, under Rear Admiral
Sawyer.
1789—First interment in old Pro-
testant Cemetery, EIm Avenue.
(The ground was not consecrated
ntil 1826.)
1790—Arrival of Rev. Bernard
cEachern, who became the Is-
and's first Roman Catholic Bishop.
1791—Royal ~Gazette established.
Visit of first Presbyterian miss-
onary, Rev, James McGregor.
1 cottish  Catholic settle-
ent at Launching,
1797—First Masonle Lodge In-
Btituted.
1798—Probable date
Yon of Fort Edward,
Park) and York battery.
1799— Ysland renamed _after
Prince Edward, father of Qucen
Vietoria—Tignish settled by Aca-
dians from Malpeque.—New Bar-
racks built near site of present
City Hospital.
1801--First postal service In op-
eration. It whs extended two years
later with Benj. Chappell as post-
master, Until 1827 the only office
Wwas in Charlottetown.
urt house and Anglican
Church (first St. Pnusl;c) erected on
West end of Queen Square,
Mlm—Arﬂlval‘ of the Selkirk
ast.
vl nstruction of Catholle
urch ecommenced at St An-

of comple-
(Victoria

ray Harbour.—Ordination of first
Presbyterian minister, Rev. Peter
Gordon,

1807—Press gang active at
Georgetown.—Arrival of first or-

dained Methodist minister, Rev.
John Bulpitt.
1808—Oban pioneers arrive on

“Clarendon.”

1810—First two-handed plows in-
troduced.

1812—Bishop Plessis of Quebec,
on visit to Island, inspires build-
ing of first Catholic chapel in
Charlottetown and suggests St.
Dunstan of Canterbury as titular
saint,

1814—House of Assembly dis-
missed by Governor Smith, It was
reconvened only once in the fol-
lowing ten years of Smith's regime.

1815—First Methodist chapel
built at Murray Harbour.

1816—First postal courier ser-
vice.—Work started on Methodist
chapel in Charlottetown.

1820—First exhibition of Island
produce, at Crapaud.

1821—P. E. 1. Presbytery consti-
tuted at meeting in Lot 16—
Bishop McEachern consecrated.—
National School opened in Char-
lottetown.

1822—Erection begun of Round
Market House on Queen Square.
It remained a familiar landmark
for half a century, with its colon-
nades and cupola, and wooden
scales inscribed with the text from
Proverbs: “A false balance is an
abomination to the Lord, but a

Just weight is His delight.”

1823—First issue of the Prince
Edward Island Register, July 23,
animadverting on Governor Smith
and resulting in the publisher,
James Douglas Haszard, being hail-
ed Into court. This was the open-
ing battle for freedom of the press,
which was continued still more
vigorously under Whelan until self
government was achieved.—Wes-
leyan Missionary Soclety formed in
Charlottetown.

1825—First issue of Island treas-
ury notes.—Early Baptist mission-
ary labours of Rev. C. Tupper, fa-
ther of Sir Charles Tupper.—Bene-
volent Irish Society formed.

1826—Building of first St. James
Church commenced in Charlotte-
town.

1827—First reliable census show-
ed population of 23,226.—Island
coast surveyed by Admiral Bay-
field.—First Agricultural Society

1832—First steamer communica-
tion with the mainland (Charlotte-
town to Pictou) inaugurated by the
“Pocahontas”.—First grist mill
erected at St, Peter's Bay, (tradi-
tional).

1833—Tenders called for erection
of Prince County court house and
jail at St. Eleanor's.—Highland So-
clety organized.

1835—Government House bullt.—
First Divorce Court constituted.—
Second Methodist chapel opened in
Charlottetown.

1836—Central Academy opened.

1838—Mechanics Institute estab-
lished.

1839—Council divided into execu-
tive and legislative branches.—
Speaker William Cooper sent as
delegate to London on land ques-

tion.—600 emigrants arrive from
Ireland.
1840—Simultaneous Polling Act
passed,

1841—Construction of Lunatic

formed at Charlottetown, and first
Temperance Society at Bedeque.—
Arrival of Rev. Donald Macdonald, |
Church of Scotland, founder of |
the Macdonaldites.

1829—First circus visits Char
lottetown. “They exhibited their
dexterous feats of horsemanship in
a large marquee ut the rear of the
Wellington Hotel."—Iceboat cross-
ings transferred from Wood Is-
lands to Cape Traverse.

1830—Civil disabilities of Roman
Catholics removed.—First Board of
Education appointed.—New jail
(“Harvey’s Brig”) built on Pownal
Square.—First reaper introduced.
—Visit of the “Richard Smith,”
first steamer in Charlottetown har-
bour.

1831—St. Andrew’s College found-
ed.—First church exclusively ap-
propriated to Anglican worship
opened at St. Eleanor's. The site

was consecrated by Bishop Inglis.

The Great Fire of Sunday morn-
ing, July 16, 1866, was a vivid re-
collection to old Charlottetonians
of a generation ago, and was re-
corded by the Island's unofficial
poet laureate, John LePage, in
verses which still succeed in con-
veying an impression of the urg-
ency and excitement of the event.
Breaking out in an old building
on the east corner of King and
Pownal Streets, the fire destroyed
nearly the whole of four blocks
in Ward One, cutting a swath two
blocks wide until it was finally
checked before destroying the
buildings fronting on Great George
Street. One hundred buildings
were'  destroyed, leaving thirty
families homeless. M

At this time all eitizens were
obliged to attend fires under the
direction of the-chief engineer and
fire wardens. An old-fashioned
hand engine, manned by firemen,
was placed as closely as possible
to the burning building, and be-
tween this engine and the pump a
double line of men was formed.
facing each other. Full buckets of
water were passed from the pump
to the engines by one line, and
the empty buckets were passed
back by the other.

Soon after 1866 the citizens de-
cided to procure a steam fire en-
gine for Charlottetown, which cost
about $5,000. It was known as the
“Rollo” and was brought here
from London on the deck of one
of Peake's barques. Later a sec-
ond engine, known as the “Silsby”
was procured from New York.
John LePlge's verses on “the
Great Conflagration” were so pop-
ular in their day that they were
printed and widely distributed on
handbills as well as in the news-
papers, and were recited and even
sung on numerous occasions. Here
they are:

Fire! Fire! sald .the Crler,
Where? Where? said the Mayor.

In Pownal Street! sald Major
Beete, )

 The getat gones grofion

Those ancient piles of wood—
The Bagnall Buildings— which
complete
For sixty years have stood!
Of venerable memory
Among our oldest names;
Ring! ring the bell, the folk to tell
These buildings are in flames!

Enwrapt in balmy slumbers lay
The citizens around,
Tird with the toils of Saturday,
And “sleeping very sound.”
Ding, dong! Ding, dong! both loud
and long, 7
The Fire-bell, in its way,
Sald, Sleepers rise and rub your
© eyes,
There's work to do to-day!

In haste they rose, put on their
clothes,
Each striving for the van;
Some with the engines and the
hose,
And some with buckets ran.
The people swarmed, the lines
were form'd,
But pipe and hose were vain—
*Twas all too late to stop the fate
Of Bagnall's old domain!
Thence, raging conflagration red
Went forth three several ways:
North, to the “Mansion House” it
spread, .
And get it in 8 blaze.

drew :

Three times was checked the fur-
ious flame
Before the die was cast;

Three times the fire renew'd its
claim,
And brought it down at last.
Southward the fiery current
streams,
With wreck and ruin fraught,
Mike Kelly's dwelling brightly
gleams,

And Barnard'’s, too, has caught!
Up Water Street, with raging heat,
The igneous billows roll,
Eastward their course with gath- |
ering force,
And rage beyond control.

But ah! to trace their onward way
Exceeds the Muse's flight;

On shingles dry the cinders fly,

- And blaze where'er they light.

A hundred roofs in ruin flare—
'Tis vain to think on names—

Alas! for teeming millions there,
“Truck Street” is all in flames!

And now, remark, one fatal spark!
And ere the hour of noon
The fire has burnt from Pownal
Street
To Eckstadt's grand saloon.
One blacken'd scene is all between
That meets the astonished eye,
Save Peake's brick warehouse, two
whole blocks
In smoking debris lie.

How great a matter who can tell
One spark abroad may send,
Or who divine, if kindled well,
Where its effect shall end?
Not Queen Street wide, the city's
pride,
Nor all her sons' emprise,
Can downward bring the fiery
wing
On which destruction flies!

Across Queen Street the flame Is

sent,
Utged by the heated blast,
Po the old seat of Government,
That “relic of the past”l
Though ninety years it there has
stood,
Deflant to decay,
Enveloped in a fiery flood,
Behold it pass away

With all its neighboring rangel—
and how
The flames again extend!
Two other blocks are burning now,
Where shall this ruin end?
Riches are making fiery wings
With which to take their flight:
“Exeunt in fumo!"—transient
things,
How soon they're out of sight!

Up! up the hill! to Great George
Street
The fire has made its way;
But there, thank God for merey
great, -
The flames their fury stay.
Thanks be unto the fire brigade
Who fought through stifling air,
And by their efforts nobly made,
Stopp'd devastation there,

Some say the Bishop turned the

flame;
Well! it that tale be true,
I'll not object in wonder’'s name,
To thank the Bishop too.
For had the large Cathedral
caught,
And burnt with fury down,
We might have said, as
spread,

ruin

1 where it forms chapel of St. Jos-

Asylum authorized.

1842—First Steam Navigation
Company formed, the company’s
first steamer, “St. George"”, arriv-
ing in August,

1843—Corner stone of Colonial
Building laid—Roman Catholic
Cemetery consecrated on Long-
worth Avenue.

1845—Royal Agricultural Society[
formed.—Departure from Caven-
dish of Dr. Geddie, first Presby-
terian misslonary to the South
Seas,

1846—Geological survey of the Is-
land by Dr. Abraham Gésner.

1847—Belfast election riot.—First
meeting of Legislature in Colonial
Building.

1848—First St. Dunstan's Cath-
edral built.—Sons of Temperance
organized in Charlottetown.

1849—Brig “Fanny” sails from
Charlottetown in search of Cali-
fornia gold.—Legislature passes
Act of Reciprocity with the United
States, which became effective un-
der U. S. treaty in 1854.—First
livestock show at Charlottetown.
Only oxen were exhibited, cattle
not until the following year.—First
Orange Lodge established.

1850—Year of heavy immigration.
—Charlottetown Cricket Club or-
ganized.

1851—Responsible Government.—
Yankee Gale, Oct. 3-4, in which
more than 7' vessels engaged in
the Gulf fishery were wrecked off
the North Shore. Lives lost were
gstimated at 150. Nineteen of the
wrecked vessels hailed from Glou-
cester.—Shipbuilding begun at
Summerside by James C. Pope.

1852—First submarine telegraph
cable in America laid between
Capes Tormentine and Traverse.—
|Free schools established.—Bible
| Christians incorporated.

ied.—Loss of the *“Fairy Queen”,
| Oct. 7—Land Act passed, under |
| which the Worrell and Selkirk es-
| tates (143,000) acres were purchas-

to settlers. i
1854—Garrison force withdrawn.
-—Island telegraph system inaugur- |
ated.—Free Church Preshytery con-

stituted in Charlottetown,
1855— St. Dunstan's College
founded.—City of Charlottetown

and Bank of Prince Edward Is-
land incorporated.—St. George's
battery and Blockhouse fort dis-
mantled.—Disastrous crossing at
the Capes in March.—First steam-
er (the “Rosebud”) navigates East
River from Charlottetown to
Mount Stewart,

1856—Normal School established.
—First Town Clock installed in
tower of St. Dunstan's Cathedral.
—First volunteer Infantry -Corps
formed.—Y. M, C. A. organized.

1857— Notre = Dame  Academy
opened by Bishop Macdonald—R.
T. Holman'’s founded in Summer-

1858—Largest Island vessel, the
“Efhel”, 1746 tons, launched at
Charlottetown by Andrew and
James Duncan.— 300 emigrants
arrive from Skye.

1859—Charlottetown streets gas
lighted.

1860—Visit of the Prince of
Wales. afterwards King Edward
VII, Aug, 9.—Prince of Wales Col-
lege established.—Land Commis-
sion appointed.—First Zion Church
building erected.—Tryon woolen
mills started by Chas. E. Stanfield,
who later founded Stanfields Ltd.,
at Truro, N. S.

1861—Galbraith’s Band organized.
—First Rifle Association formed,
with range laid out on site of Vic-
toria Park roadway.

1862—Legislative Council made
elective.—Vaccination Act follows
decade of smallpox epidemics.
1863—Union Bank incorporated.
1864—Confederation  Conference
at Charlottetown, Sept. 1st.— Bar-
racks Square (now Esplanade) auc-
tioned.—Removal ot old St. An-
drew's Church to Charlottetown,

eph’s Convent.—Brick Methodist
Church (now Trinity United) de-
dicated in Charlottetown.—Cale-
donian Club organized.

1865—Tenant . League uprising.
—Victoria Barracks built to housy
200 Regulars recalled from Halifax.
—Government Stock Farm estab-
lished.—Summerside Bank opened.

1866—The Great Fire of Char-
lottetown, July 15.—~Father Bel-
court's steam automobile at Rus-
tico.

1868.—Drill Shed (Armouries)
opened.—~ P, E, I, Baptist Associa-
tion formed.

1869—St. Peter's Cathedral dedi-
cated.—Board of Health establish-
ed.—I, O, O. F. instituted.

1870-—-Medical Society incorpor-
ated. — Bell of Acadian Church at
St. Peter's, built in 1751, plowed
up in field adjoining the old cem-
etery. It was recast and placed in
St. Alexis Church at Rollo Bay.

1871—Island rallway construction
begun.—Summerside replaces St.
Eleaner's as Prince County capitg).
~Charlottetown post office build-
ing erected on Victoria Row at
cost of $60,000,

1872—First indoor skating rink
opened on site near present Arm-
ouries—Ocean Steamship Com-
pany of Charlottetown organized.

Good-bye to Charlottetows’

| 1853—Elective franchise extend- [8

ed by the Government and resold |

ince Edward I1sland en- !

ters Confederation.—County Courts
established.—First Y. M. C. A.
building in North America erected
in Charlottetown.

1874—First native Lieutenant
Governor appointed in Sir Robert
Hodgson, He was also (in 1869) the
first Islander to be knighted.—
Summerside incorporated. — First
Stipendiar$ Magistrate for Char-
lottetown appointed,

1875—Court houses built at Char-
lottetown, Summerside and George-
town.—Land Purchase Act passed.

1876—Law Society %¥ncorporated.

1877—Public School Act passed,
and Department of Education es-
tablished.—*“Northern Light” plac-
ed on winter service.—Catholic To-
tal Abstinence Society formed.

1878—Present St. James Church
building completed.

1879—Prince of Wales College
and Normal School amalgamated.
—Big naval review at Victoria
Park in honour of Princess Louise
and Marquis of Lorne.—County ex-
hibitions established.—Falconwood
Hospital erected.— Charlottetown
Hospital opened on Dorchester
Street, near Cathedral.—St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society formed.

1880—Scott Act introduced. —
First Salvation Army citadel erect-
ed.

1881—Bank of Prince Edward Is-
land suspended.

1883—Wreck of the “Marco Polo”.
fastest sailing ship of her time,
off Cavendish.

1884—P. E. I. Hospital opened on
St. Peter's Road. Rebuilt in 1900
on Kensington Road and again on
present site in 1933.—Telephone
service instituted.— Victoria Row
buildings destroyed by fire,

1885—Cape Traverse branch of
railway opened.—Arbour Day es-
tablished in schools.—Charlotte-
town lighted by clectricity. R

1887—S. S. “Stanley” replaces
“Northern Light”. — Charlotte-
town gets water and sewerage sys-
tem, and new Dominion post office
building.—Board éf Trade organiz-
ed.—Owen Connolly Foundation
established.

1888—City Building completed.—
League of Cross organized.

1889—Disastrous fire at Kensing-
ton. — Charlottetown Driving Park

"' mainland, invo
from narrow to

ation formed.

'1890—Dalton and Oulton begin
silver fox ranching on Cherry
Island, near Alberton,

Minister Borde

factory opened at New Perth. --St.
Dunstan’s College affiliated with
Laval University. |
1893—Amalgamation of House of
Assembly and Legislative Council.
1894—Land tax system introduc-

1912—First

| gauge, pledged definitely by Prime

22) to A. A. MacLean and Donald
1892—First co-operative ‘dairy i Nicholson, M.P.'s.—Telephone com-
| munication established between Is-
! land and mainland.
comprehensive
| sentation of Island's fiscal
before Dominion Government 1923
Premier Mathieson.—Prince County | building opened.

lving change-over | tion .
standard railway |League organized.

1921— Agricultural
n in letter (Dec. | School erected

House grounds.

claims | at Scotchfort.
by

formed.—Catholic Women's

Technical
on Government

1922—New passenger service be-
tween Charlottetown and Montreal
finuuguruted.—Celtic cross erected
pre- | to commemorate Catholic ploneers

1923—New Protestant Orphanage

ed. ‘Tt continued until repealed in | Hospital opened at Summerside by | 1924—New Charlottetown Hos-
1948. ' | Duke of Connaught. | pital built, .

1896—Fruit Growers Association 1913 — St.  Dunstan’s Cathedra]] 1925— Franchise  extended %o
organized.— Provincial  Teachers | destroyed by fire.—First Women's | Wives of property owners. ted
Association incorporated.—Corner- | Institutes established. — New Zion | 1926—Island claims readjus! .t
stone of second St Dunstan's ' Church building dedicated. — Egg | Under D“"C"]”"‘ ?°mm'“l°"z'e;°p°r'
Cathedral laid. ' circles instituted.—Silver fox boom —%“2';“1135"}:)1,‘831:"15'5'3; artment

_1899—Knigms of Pythias in- at peak, with young foxes selling eslub‘i?he\:i o p
ST al $14.000 to $16000 per pair. | “yg99 Firgt aviation ciub formed.

1900—Opening nf “new” Prince breeding pairs at $25000 and

of Wales College building.— Francis
Bain’s *“‘Natural History of Prince |
Edward Island” published.

1901—Provincial Department
Agriculture established.—Sons
Enegland Society organized.—1I.
D.E. chapter instituted.

1902—Farmers Institutes formed.
—Central Christian Church dedi-
cated.

1903—Island representation
House of Commons reduced from |
six to four.—Marine biological sta-

1914—Island w

of |

O. | opened at Wilts

1916 -P. E. 1.

“Prince
in | operations.

| pelts at $1,500 to $4,000 each.

! first service forees overseas.
1915—Secret ballot introduced in
of | Franchise Act.-—Dalton Sanav.oriur‘rll

, mission appointed.
| 1917—First car ferry ice-breaker
Edward

1918—Ordination at
'Rev. James C. McGuigan, now His

ell represented in |
air service

z 1931 — Provincial
hire. opened.—S. S.
Development Com- | gperation.—
destroyed by fire,

Island” begins | gpened.
. 1932—Prince of Wales
Rustico of destroyed by fire, Feb., 6.—

M.P. established

“Charlottetown”
Falconwood Hospital
Dec. 14.—Hot.l
Charlottetown and Upton Alrpert

—-First silver fox show opened.
| 1920—Public Library and Harrie
{ Memorial Gallery opened.—Winter
established between
Charlottetown and Summerside.
Sanatorium

in

College
C

in Province.—

tion at Malpeque.—Monument to| Eminence Cardinal McGuigan. Summerside Academy opened.

Brudenell  pioneers ecrected. —| 1919—Visit of the Prince of |~ 1933 Now Prince of Wales Col-
Knights of Columbus council in-| Wales.—Opening of new St. Dun- lege building opened, Feb., 16.—
stituted.— Protestant Orphanage | stan's Cathedral and of Dalton Public Library Service launched

established at Mt. Herbert,

1905—Hillsboro Bridge and Mur- 1920-—Potato

Hall at St. Dunstan's University.

Growers  AssoCia-

(Continued on page 25)

ray Harbor branch railway com-
pleted.

1906—Disastrous fire at Sum- l
merside.—Prince of Wales

enlarged.—Whole Island comes un-
der Prohibition Law.—Anti-Tuber-
culosis Society formed.
1907--Strong agitation over tun-|R|
nel project.
1908—Running of |
prohibited by Act of Legislature.
The law was repealed five years ‘
|

College 1

automobiles

later.
1909—The “Earl Grey" on Capes
route. — Dominion
Farm established.
1910—Red Cross Society organiz-
eg.—St. Vincent's Orphanage open-
ed.
1911—Federal

Experimental

143 Great

Government car

WHERE MEN

| “Who Want Quality”

SHOP

HARRY A. MacDOUGALL

“BETTER MEN'S WEAR”
George Street

Phone 1230

1

and Provincial Exhibition Assocl- | ferry service between Island and —
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