THE CHARLOTTETOWN GUARDIAN

PAGE NINE

DECEMBER 23, 1941

00000000000 0000000000000

. NEWSY
NATURE
» NOTES

e
By Stuart {, Thompson

APOOP P00 PP 00000000000

The Bright Harvest of Dull
December

Wwith the falling of the leaves,
Nature is revealeu to us in anct..er
of her many phases. Now comes to
light a harvest wnich through the
long sunny dajs of summ:er has
been deve.oping and anud vh2 gui-
geous medow aays of autumn u.at-
uring. And touzy, upon the sombre
packground o. grey twigs and
branches, we lind ude many Kiis
of wild fruits hang.ng upon trees
and bushes, gleaming 1n thewr var-
icus colors lice s0 luany Ly ..nu-
erns, as though to light up an other-
wise colorless forest.

Though we speak of them a3
fruits, there are few of them we
would care to eat. A lew may b.
agreeable to the taste, but many are
tart and bitier. Some are dry and
tasteless, others are burning and
acrid, several are pa.sonous, Yet all
are fruits and a part of Nature's
harvest, the latest of the yiar.

What are some of these fruits and
where do we find them? There are
many to be found in the little nosks
and crannies of the outdoors in dull
December,

High overhead in the leafless
pranches we find the cherries still
clinging to the twigs, No longer the
full juicy fruit we knew fornierly
all are now dried and shrivelled, and
with a mere tinge of former red
color, The hackberry still retains its
fruit, looking much like the cherry.
Then there is the well-known bass-
wood, a valuable lumber tree, but
with the most insignificent fruit
hanging as a multitude of
knobs everywhere amid the twigs.
'I'hou(;l()i texiirtlteld {ntllttthese are but
tough dry e nutlets,

In the fields and roadsides a host
of fruits are left in view on the
many bushes. The well-known
thorny hawthorn now appears as
& mass of red berries, wrinkled ycu
deep red in color, The mountain
ash is fairly blooming with its host
of scarlet fruit hanging in ample
bunches, The climbing bittersweet
is trailing along the fences and
other bushes, displaying its vivid
orange berries, and close. to the
round on the prickly bushes which
gon the beautiful 1:mnl: mmld rose
of summer, scores of vermilion rose
“hips”, as the fruit is called, lend
color the drab roatside.

In the swampy thickets there are
many of December’s fruits in view.
Almost everywhere the nightshade
has twined its long branches, mak-
ing the thicket all’the more im-
ga.su e, draped coplously with
unches of berries of bright car=
mine hue. Here, too, is the carbrier
also twining and with berries a deep
blue color, as t,hough to be ditfer-
ent. But the real glory of the leaf-
less swa.mi: today is the dainty Can=-
adian holly, No winter fruit in our
woods is so rich, so vivid a scarlet,
nor retains its hue so permanent’y
when brought indoors as a decor-
ation, Canadian holly is Indeed a
well-named and worthy substitute
for the traditional time-honored
holly spray of the Old

And then, low on

with th
of summer, other winter fruits will
be found. Trailing here and there,
often forming dense mats, grows the
artridge-berry. It is a delicate
Plttle plant with pairs of evergreen
leaves whose bright green offers a
sharp and pleasing contrast with its
scarlet berries, And the same may
be said of the well-known winter-

een, Together these two compan-
gns nestle, vieing with each other
in the brightness of their leaves and
fruits

Have you noticed how many of
our winter harvest of frults still

rsisting  are  brightly-colored?
ﬁost of them are red, some the
most vivid hues of that color, Na-
ture intends that they should
seen, but not by our eyes. Many of
our winter birds seek this harvest
out as their daily food. The forag-
ing partridge of the thicket and
woods, e wandering grosbeaks
and finches and robins still linger-
ing with us, are all i;leaners of Na-
ture's December fruits,

The Whisky Jack

One day as I was walking along
the residential street of & western
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e

city there suddenly appeared before
me on a low fence surrounding the
front garden of a house, a laigs
long-tailed grey bird. Its appearance
was so sudaen and unexpecied that
for a moment 1 was surprissd and
puzzled. Then the next minute the
lruth dawned on me. It was a
Whisky Jack” which had wander=
ed into town, I know the bird well
in the woods, but hardly expected
to see him a few feet away on a

public street,
of the Whisky

e true name
Jack is Canada jay. He is one o'
that great family whose members
are so wellknown throughout the
country; the crows, ravens, magpiss
and jays, There is nothing very
striking abcut his plumage. Unlike
his cousin, the blue jay in his vivid
coal, the Canada jay is dull gre
in color, his most conspicuous mar§
being a round white spot on his
forehead looking like a skull cap,
cocked on his head at a rakis
angle. His plumage 1is loose and
flulfy giving him the appearance of
an enlarged chickadee as he flits
about the forest. His true home is
the deep evergreen forests of the
North, so that it was little wonder
that I was surprised to find he had
come to town.

It is not too much to say that,
of all our forest hirds, the Canada
Jjay is most widely and best known
to those whose occupations or re-
creations take them into the depths
of the northern woods. Lumbermen,
surveyors, trappers and hunters all
know him, and many are the yarns
we hear of this bird of the bush
with his droll pranks about the
camp, Few birds have so little sense
of fear, and he seems to delight in
pilfering whatever he can snatch
away to eat, even from before the
vex?' eyes of the camp-cook. Such
artlcles as soap are sometimes tak-
en and there are even stories of the
thieving rascals snatching bacon
from the frying pan.

But whence this odd name —
“Whisky Jack”! It comes to us from
the people who knew the bird first,
and who called him in the Indian
tongue “Wis-Ka-Tjon"”. Undoubted-
Jv =1 the hirds and animals with
which the Indian was familiar were
g.v.n names, Some of these the
white man never learned, some he
has forgotten, but so apt was the
name given to this saucy brigand of
the white man’s camp, and so f1-
milian were both the words, “whis-

% bl ” to the men who
both toil and play in the forest,
that it is little wonder the Canada
Jaﬁ is best known by his nick-name.

ut by whatever name he

known, one cannot watch him any
length of time without seeing in all
his actions the family traits of the
Jay comin, ight. He is restless,
active and bold taklna much for
granted and well able take care
of himself, and with all his faults
we see in him that ever-redeeming
quality—a sense of humor. The jeys,
of all birds, really anenr to eni]oy
a joke and the devil-may-care life
they live, and for this we can for-
give them much mischief,

One thing the Canada jay has
learned, and that is woodcraft.
When we consider rigors of the
land in which he lives and thrives,
how scanty food must be at times,
and conse%uently how alert his foes
must be. Young jays are hatched
while p on the
ground and still they are fed and
braueht safelv to maturity, we must
admire the birds as victors in the
struggle to survive. We can under=
stand too, how his natural rescurce-
fulness has been sharpened into
what seems to be intelligence to
bring the Whisky Jack, eager and
expectant., from afar, at the sound
of the hunter’s rifle shot.

A POLITE REQUEST
Weary father, appearing in
lour doorway at midnight:
dear sir. I have no objection to
coming here and s'tting up haif the
night with my daughter, or to ycur
standing on tne doors‘ep for three
hours saying “Gocdnight” But, in
consideration for the rest of the
household who wish w0 go to sleep,
will you kinaly take your elhow off
the _bell-push?”’
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BOWLING

HOLY NAME BOWLING
C. N. R. LEAGUE

Bridge and Builders:—

J. Ma:tin 252 228 137
H. Hennessey 149 230 163
G, Jeffery 200 156 179
C. Smail 200 200 150
Low Ecore 156 109
Total—2469,
Strikers:—
J. Strain 222147 817
J. 8. Ielson 150 223 122
S. Duncan 236 171
B. McGary 78 116 109
C. McLean 151 223 303
‘Total-—2469.

High single C. McLean 303.
High three C. McLean 677
Bridge & Buiders 1 1-2 pts,
Strikers 3 1-2 pts.

C. N. C, S.:—
J. Peake 162 116 200
C. Wood 189 213 132
G. McPherson 172 1713 146
F. Doyle 184 226 204
R. Bradley 231 234 192
Total—2875
Rebos:—
C. Doyle 172 171 197
J. Her:ell 134 229 188
C. Craswell 158 124 136
C. McDonald 239 157 171
A. Martin 151 182 156
Total—2565.
High single C. McDonald 239,

High three R. Bradley 657.
C.N. C. 8. 4 1-2 pts.
Rebos 1.2 point.

HITLER MAY

(Continued from page 1)

was not in ccmplete command of
the Russian campaign—or af least
so the Nazis would have their peo-
ple believe, 5

Hitler in the past undoubtedly
has forced his military leaders in-
to greater gambles than their
judgment dictated and, until Rus-
sia, these were winning gambles.
Ncw he has found a scapegoat for
the losses on that turn of the
wheel; or perhaps Brauchitsch re-
beiled at some new, ‘“intuitive”
venture.

The pcssibilities Include:

1. A swift attack to close the

44 Mediterranean, salvage Axis a:m-

ies on the run in Libya and ofiset
the retreat in Russia, This may be
a slash through Spain and Portugal
to knock out Gibralter or a great
land and air jump from Greece
and Italy into North Africa,

2. A drive through Turkey to get
at the British lifeline in the Mid-
dle East and to close the Red
Sea—Iranian supply route to Rus-
sia and British Middle East forces.

3, A dash to Dakar, French West
Africa, to anticipate any Allied ac-
ticn against that strategic strong-
point dominating the South At-
lantic.

4, A combination of all the fore-
going in one vast wager,

5. An attempt to invade Britain.

6. Sitting the winter out on s'me
line which can be establiched to
check the Russian counter-offen-
sive, and waiting meanwhile for a
new possibility to develcp.

And, finally, there is the slim
chance that Germany actually is
nearer the end of her tether than
anyone surmises.
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U.S. ADMIRAL KILLED

Snetder paces
Vics to 5-2
Win over Sydney

SYDNEY, N.S. Dec. 22—(CP)—
Sparked by Bill Sneider’s four-goal
outburst, North Sydney Victorias
tonight cefeated Sydney Million-
aires 5-2 to consclidate their sec-
ond-place positicn in the Cuape
Breton Hockey League,

Sneider ran wild in the secund
and third periods, getting one goal
in the second and three more in
the last period, Two of the centre-
man’s last-period tallles were un-
assisted,

All North Sydney’s goals came in
the last two pericds after they had

ctted Mi'licnaires one in  the
first session,

Johany Gagnon, former National
Hockey League forward, turned out
with Vies for the first time but
was used only sparingly.

Combines swamp
Montreal 11-4

KINGSTON, Ont, Dec. 22— (CP)
—Kingston Combines of the On-
tario Hockey Association swamp-
ed Montreal Royals of the Quektec
Senior Hockey League 11-4 in an
exhibition game here ton ght.
Kingston is fifth-place team in
siﬁc}\ub Senior “A” Series of the

After an even first period, King-
ston ran wild against the Rcyals
with six geals in the second per-
jod while Montreal got two and
Ccenbines netted three without a
reply in the third, Each club scor-
ed twice in the first pericd.

Picard wins Rio
Grande Open

HARLINGEN, Tex., Dec. 22—
(AP)—Henry Picard of Oklahcma
City won the $5,000 Rio Grande
Valley Open golf tournament today
with a 266 total for 72 holes,

Picard had 66-69 today to put
with his 131 for the first two days
of play.

In second place with 268 was E
J. (Dutch) Harrison of Little Rock,
Ark, Jimmy Demaret of Detroit
finished third with 269.

Picard beat off a great rally in
the fina] nine holes by Harrison
who finished the first two rounds
five behind Picard and on the
final rounds fired 64-68—132.

Fred Corcoran of the Profession-
al Golfers Association said Picard's
score was the lowest for 1941, but
the record low was set by Craig
Wood 1n 1940 with a 264 in the
?\I/[Stromlltan Open at Blecmfleld,

Remember When

(By The Canadirn Press)

Jack Demnsey announced six
years ago teday that he would con-
duct a “white hope” tournament
among Canadian and United States
boxers to halt the victorious march
of Jee Lonis. Elimination bouts in
both countiries failed to unearth a
first-rate fighter

There are about 800 varieties of

mistletoe! One type of Spanish
mistletoe has red berries, ‘and an-
other with blue. This parasite

plant grows mostly on anple ty
and not, as is popuarly suppe
on the oak.

Connie Mack
Has makings of
Pitching staff

By Ted Meler
Associated Press Staff Writer

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 22— (AP)

—Connie Mack, bazeball's most be- .2
loved character, Wwill be 79 years |

young tomerrow. As spry and en-
thusiastic as ever he figures he has
accumulated the “makings” of a
great pitching staff for his Ath-
letics as a birthday present for
himself,

Seated in 'his tower office at
Shibe Park, his eyes glowed as he
picked up a team roster,

“Yes,” he said, “It’s taken lcng-
er than I thought, but now I feel
I have the makings of a great
pitching staff. Ycu know it was
our lack of pitching that kept us
dewn season.”

His eyes ran down the list of
players. “Let’s see, There’s Cali-
guiri, C-a-l-i-g-u-i-r-i,” he sgell-
ed slowly, “Christopher, Fowler,
Harris, Marchildon and Wolff.”

Thus did the tall, thin, gracious
old gentleman who developed such
twirlers as Rube Waddell. Herb
Pennock, Lefty Grove and Chief
Bender, put the staemp of approv-
al on Fred Caliguiri of West Hic-
kory, Pa., Russell Christopher of
Pt. Richmend, Calif., Dick Fowler
of Toronto, Luman Harris of Birm-
ingham, Phil Marchilden of Pen-
etanguishene, Ont., and Russell
wolff of Williamsport, Pa.

“They've got it.” he explained.
“Then, too, don't forget Jack Knott,
Herman Besse and Bill Beckman,
They should help a great deal.”

The lean leader of the Athletics,
to start his 58th vear in bace-
isn't claming a pennant, how-
. Ton monv things c2an harpen

during the present emergency al-

YOUR WISH COMES TRUE
SKATING IS YOURS

FORUM TODAY-

2 Sessions A fpm
— p. m.

2

[

¢t SEASON TICKETS rorx FORU

§ MOST HEALTHFUL GIFT FOR CHRISTMAS

g TICKETS FOR ADULTS AND CHILDREN ¥
¢ MNow Ready AT FORUM OFFICE §

though he feels the war will aid
baseball, rather thhan hamper it,

“We can’t go arcund with sad
faces,” he asserted. “We must be
cheerful. Sports do a great deal to
keep up morale, During the last
war the 1918 season was curtailed,
but later we thought it was a
mistake.”

Cats and Dogs

Divide the players into two teams
and line them up at the opposite
end of the room. At the other end
stands an umpire and in front of
him are two toy cats that are ne-
cessary, and faliing these pictures
do just as well, At the word “Go"
the first players run up to the ani-
mals and while they run the um-
pire calls out “cat,” “Dog,” or “Cat
and Dog,” whichever he chooses.
‘The first player to hand up the
correct animal secures one point
for__l}ls side. The winning team is

the one which has the most points
at the end of the game when all
have had turns,

Ice-Cream Man

One player is chosen to be Look-
Out Man while the others run or
move about the room in any way
they like.

Suddenly the Look-Out Man
calls: “Here’s the ice-cream man!”

Immediate'y everyone shouts:
“Where?” The Look-Out Man then
cries out: “He's by the—"mention-
ing one of the pieces of furniture
in the room.

Everyone at once dashes to touch
it. The last to do so being out of
phe game. The players begin mov=
ing about until the Look-Out Maa
calls again,

The winners are those left in un=

H1 the end.

OUT OUR WAY

By. J. R. Wiliams

w

BORN T

COPR. 1941 BY NEA SERME,
\__T.M.REC. U. 8. PAT GrF e

HELLO! KIN
YOU HEAR THAT

ALMOST CLOSED 2
HALLOOOOOH!

ITH TH’ WINDER

i

N vy
[T e
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BRINGING UP FATHER
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NOAH'S BEARD/-««w WE HAVE A%
SPENT THE %200 COLLECTED FOR
THE ORPHANS AND MOST OF MY 4
OWN FUNDS AS WELL /v HAR-RUMPH!|
ww T HAVE JUST #10 LEFT/wwn A
THE SET IS #4.95 2o OH, WELL,
TELL THE CLERK TO WRAP IT
VP! EGAD, EMPTY POCKETS,
FULL HEARTS, EH, LADS 7w
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MY FATHER WILL ARRIVE
SOMETIME TODAY-1
You GO DOWN

; TO THE
STATION AND MEET HM=-

T

JERRY-YOU KNOW
MAGGIE'S FATHER-
HAVE YOU SEENY

HINM 2 Hi

E_ 1S DUE
ARRNE TODAY-

NO-BUT | HAVEN'T
OVER IN THE

E Cope 1941, King Featres Syndicate. Tne, Werld rights resery®

MR JIGGS JUST 'PHONED AND SAID
YOUR FATHER HAD ARRIVED
SOON =THi

~“THEY
EY HAD
TO

By Edwin:
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A victim of Japan’s hit-and-run TIPPIE AND “CAP” STU S

surprise attack on Pearl Harbor,

Hawaii was Rear-Admiral Iszac

Campbell Kidd. He is believed to

have been aboard one of the U.S.

I'M GONNA TAKE A TRUNK AN
TWO SUITCASES WHEN WE RUN

HUH 72 \WHAT

WHY, WHAT IF_WE'RE INVITED TO A
PARTY 2 VLL NEED My GOOD DRESSES
BT wERe AN HATS AN THINGS---

WELL, MEBBE WE COULD STOP IN
HOLLY\WOOD N’ | COULD BE A
MOVIN®  PICTURE STAR FIRS

IF YOU WUZ A GENTLEMAN, YOU ’
WOULD CARRY ‘EM /
WHO 22

Every Man Wants the New Economy

Pack with Used-Blade Compartment. of the commander-in-chicf of the wose M€ P [ﬂ
25 Blue Gillette Blades—Regular $1.25 Foclfic fleet,  Admiral Husband | <03 i Z
Value—for only $1.00 ' 3 /3

@ It's rare, indeed, when you can get a bargain in a Christ-
mas gift. But this new Pack of 25 Blue Gillette Blades
is a genuine $1.25 value for $1.00. These easy-shaving
blades are made of diamond-tested steel « + « have the
sharpest edges ever honed. And with this plentiful supply,
he'll get months of unequalled shaving comfort, What a
wonderful present for our men in Service or at home . . . and
a grand gift for any man to buy for himself. Supply is
limited so ask your dealer for this perfect gift today!

Gilltte RAZ0RS AND

BLUE BLADES

! {::ldu!e. former football, basket-
and track star, !

warships when the Jap raiders
struck.  Rear-Admiral Kidd was
fl-g secretary and aide on the staff
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The George Matihew Adoms Servier, Ine.

GOIN’ TO ALASKA
TO DIG GOLD-=-

HOW'RE WE GONNA
CARRY ALL THAT

ME 2212 /2~ Z
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TILLIE THE TOILER—

A LIFE-SAVER!

OH, BUBBLES T'VE GOT AN INHERITANCE

AT Y

FROM JOHN Q QUIRKLEY, BUT WHO WAS HE 7

SERVED ON PRINCE OF WALES

Sub.-Lieut. Stuart Paddon, who
was serving on the Prince of Wales
when last heard from, but no word
has been received regarding him
since the great British battleship
wag sunk Sub-Lieut, Paddon is a
University of  Western Ontario
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1 REMEMBER
NOW .. I FOUND
HIM LYING IN

“THE SNOW

By Westover

HE RODE OFF IN AN AMBULANCE
AND I NEVER SAW HIM AGAIN

WELL, .
\T SEEMS Now ||
THAT HE |
REMEMBEREDY)

|

HE 'SEEMED SO
GRATEFUL AND

{ SADT SAED HISLIFE )

s



