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Europe and the Orient Interested in the Yield
—This Year Marked Contrast to Last in
the Great Yield—The Harvesting Dra-
matic from the Size of the Farms o
—From Mexico to Canada. i o g
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St is working 14 hoursa day in the 1 ¥ i AR
has few temptations to dissipate [EIR L AN

working hours, even if he had th

the bill-of-fare for our own citizens and
For the people of other climes an rmy of
50,000 men and wiillions of dollars’ worth
of havvesting machinery has been work-
ing day and night for weeks past on the
“honanza” farmis of the West. | This gath-
oring of the sheaves in up-to-date manner =
has come as the  culmination of almost. a
year of work and watching and  worry,
and no wonder the whet farmer, whose

vortunity, A large proportion « B
$4,000,000 which will be paid for k t
ing this year's wheat crop will g
as mar as as post-office money orders to  soni o
those same savings 1ks from whic
came in the form of crisp new bills

all is at stike, awaits anxiously the ver-
et of the renpers and threshers and
heaves a big sigh'of relief when it is all
over, Thereis no  doubt, though,  that
harvesting as carried on in the “wheat
empite” of Western American constitutes
ono of the most picturesque industries in
the world,

Itis, of course, the sizo of the farms
which makes the harvesting dramatic and
impressive in its magnitude and which
has necessitated the invention of power.
ful and ingeniotis machinery, alimost liu-
tan o its work, which is the wonder
and admiration of the man or woman
who has been accustomed to the ordinary
teaper and binder which isa familiar
sight in the average farming communivy
cast of the Mississippi. The wheat grower
of the West operates a farm—or, as he is
more likely to term it, a “ranch"—of thou-
sands of acres, A single field may contain
3,000 acres of waving grain, Yet this
“bonanza” wheat farmer is confronted
With exactly the same problems which
bring furrows to the brow of the owner
Of 4 160-ncre tract back East, There is the
swme dread of ruin eve the wheat. can be
hay vested, and there is the snme necessity
for cutting the whole yield of grain just
atthe crucinlmoment—not a day too soon,
lest it be unripe, nor a day beyond, lest it
be overripe,

With this obvious necessity for harv-
vesting  almost simultaneously vast seas
of grain that stretch from horizon to
horizon, the wheat farmer of the West
has heen driven to take heroic measures,
He must either employ a vast number
ﬂllllm swaller type of harvesting ma-
c!nnm or else resort to those powerful
Lunu.nnd~Iul)ur-sl\vlng mechanical harvest-
ery .\\'hivh are the latest product of Yan-
kee invented genius, This latter solution
Appears to be the most generally accepted
one, but there are & number of wheat
farms where the managers still adhere to
the smalley machines, and there are few
more impressive sights in this work-a-day
World than the spectacle of a serried,
dingonnl 1ine of from 20 to 50 binders
muking its way across the waving yellow
Sen and cutting a path equal, perhaps,
to several city blocks,

Even more typleal of twentieth-century
Anerican achievement is the combined
harvester, which is drawn by from 30 to
10 horses and harvests and threshes the
Wheat, ties the straw into bundles and

acks the wheat in one operation, as it
were, This not only does away with the
oldstyle method of heading and then
threshing ghe grain, but saves from one
. :’":ll{'cn sacks of wrain per acre, which
o wasted or lost under the old plan.
me of these new-fangled combination
Machines will harvest 40 actes of grain
Pet day, and yet only four men are re-
9ulted to operate it, Practically, all that
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a City Girl

With no “home-made”
air about her clothes,
cither, if she purchases
her’ Dress Goods, Millin-
cry, Furs from James
Paton & Co,

The New Fall Goods
to hand and ready for
sample are:

DRESS GOODS,

MILLINERY,

UNDERWEAR,

FURS,

TRIMMINGS,

KNITTING WOOLS.

Ladies’ Golf Jerseys in Red, White, Blue, Green, Black, Brown, in about 10 diffe:-
ent styles, all with the new sleeve.

Little Coats in White, Red and Blue. )

Black Silk Waists, Colored Silk Waists, Wool Waists, Lustre Waists, Cashmere

Waists—over 450 Waists in stock to choose from. :
Flannelette Waists and Sateen Waists, Black in the latter only soc each,

WRAPPERS, UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, JACKEILS, FURS, SKIRTS,

CAPES, FUR LINED CLOAKS, GOLF CAPES, TWEED SKIRTS, CLOTHS

AND DRESS GOODS.

JAMES PATON & Co.

a few weeks ago,

A large proportion of the harve-t

are showing a disposition to muk:

work a vocation and are followii
throughout the scason. They have
opportunity to start in harvesting wint
wheat in Texas in May and then adva
ingup through California and Oklaly
and] Kansas to Minnesota and the |
kotas to the Pacific Northwest, and ti¢

to the wheatfields of the newly develo
grain-growing territory in Western Cii
ada they are enabled to keep busy alui
continuously until early autumn, Th
Journey from the southern to the nort/
ern houndary of the republic isaninexpen
siveoue for the harvest hand, for tho
reason that his class of labor is so muc!
in demand that the vailronds are usunily
only too glad to allow the harvestworker~
free rides on their freight trains in orde
to get them to the districts where they
ure oft-times so sorely needed,

Out West the harvest time has no repu
tation such as it holds in the East, as the-
heyday of Cupid’s activity. Probably thi
is due to the fact that in the wheat en
pire it is not vhe custom for the farmer's
wife and daughters and all the pretty
girls in the neighborhood to make a lark
of preparing and  serving the meals for
the harvestworkers, as has been done
from time out of mind in the East and the
Middle West.  Onan 8,000 to 10,000 acre
farm, where the harvesting of the wheat
keeps busy for-10 days a force of dozens
of men, this simple, old-fashioned hospi-
tality is out of the question. The farmer
must foot the board bill, to be sure, but
the meals for the harvest hands are pre
pared in gyspy-like kitchens on wheels,
which travel from farm to farm, as do the
harvesy toilers for whom they constitute
a base of supplies.

The private in the harvesting army,
which each year marches from Mexico o
Canada, leads a strenuous life. If the
cutting and threshing of the grain is bve
ing done ona  “single shift” the toilo:
eat breakfast at 4.30 o’clock in the mor:
ing and supper at 8 o'clock at night, toii
ing constantly hetween those hours, save
for a brief respite for dinner at noon.
More likely, however, the harvesting is
engaging the attention of two shifts of
men, One set of crews work from  dawn
until dusk and are then relieved by
others, who continue the activity througi
the night by the light of the moon o«
flaring torches, Day and night divisio
superintendents in buggies—-or in thes
days, inautomobiles—ride up and down
the lingof the cutting directing operations
and ml(Rfmz an estimate of the value of
the crop,uin case the owner wishes i

take o'p(, short-lived fire insurance -
form ofpm!ect.lnn that will cost him !
lleum r $1,000 for thvee months or
ess,




