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Prince County Jaji

I might 2lso refer to a’fow things
that ave happsning in the Prince
County Jail which I think should ba
srought to the atfenticn of the At-
My hon. f{riend, in
kis speech on the Draft Address,
stated thal the ccnditions in the jails
were quite diffcrent to what they
used to be in the time of the Stew-
that they are no

ionger enjoying th s i jail;
that they are nol ¢ z all tnc\‘
want to cat and drin¥ but a'e kept

strictly cn prison fare. But let ms2
{ell you, Mr. Speaker,
visit the Summerside

JLthet If you
2il you

tions to visitors, and these vi
are permitied to . call and maoke

Xy AT

M, A,

themselves quite at home provided
they are there within ceriain hours.
More than that,»I am told on good
authority that a few weeks ago they
had to call plumbers into the jail, It
appeared that the sewer pipe got
clogged and they examined it aud
could not find the trouble. They had
to teke up a considerable amount of
pining cnd destroy the flooring of
the building, and they finally found

‘{hat the trouble had bzen caused by

en empty taddy of rum that had
bean put there by one of the inmat-
eg cf tho jail. T do not know whether
tha Attorney General has ‘recelved
gny knowledge of that, but such are
thy facts.

Hen, Dr. Grant: How
rn empty teddy of rum?

Wir, Arsenzult: That is what they
called it Porhans my hen,  friend
might know niore ahsut it than I do.
But that is what caused {he trouble.
= it appears, Mr, Sncaker that there
ara bootleggers right in the jail, The
Premier stated that there were nob
Lwenty-ons priscnerg in the jall. I
have enquired end I am informed

could it be

. on good authority that there were

. Penders, he said.

twenty-ongé in the ja'l at the time
that - statement was made by the
leader of {he Opposition.

Premier Saunders: Prohibition, of-
were

Mr. Arsenanlt: Well, there

. twenty-one in the jall, and they were |
+ mostly prohibition offenders.

i only six prohibition offen

Premler Souvnders: There = were

Mr, Arsenault: There muist be a |
lot outside. (Laughter), At aaysrate,

« there were twenty-cne in jail

Premier Saunders: That is perfect-

August, 1927. The first thing he did
was to dismiss all those road patrol
men we had and appointed new men
who had no experience at all. He got
them {o drag the roads, and it took
them two weeks to get started. As a
result, of course. the roads were
without being dragged for two or
three weeks, or a month, ,and at thai
ime of the year, .when the roads get
rutied very quickly, it meant poor
roads all that fall, He wanted to do
someihing great, and he started im-
mediate'y by formulating a plan to
precure these great monster ma-
chines, He gave an order for $91,000

| worth, and he borrowed - $100,000 on

the credit of this Province to.buy
these machines, He did not spend all
the meney; he still had $9,000 of it.
What has he done with the balance?

;lt has gone into current revénue; I
| believe, to be spent on other works.
{That, Mr. Speaker, was a direct vio-

lation of the statute which author-
ized him to berrow that money for
those machines. 2

Costly Repairs

We find ‘that the repairs to those
machines for the first year amount-
ed to $1926.91. Then the parts, or
extras, cost this province $6.337.709;
or in all an “additional expenditure of
$8,264, And, Mr. Speaker, those wers
new hines! New equi t! and
they cost that much the first year,
What will they cost the second year,
or the third year, or the fourth year?
We know that.a new automobile does
not cost very much in repairs and ex-
tras the first year; in fact, practical-
1y nothing. But the second year you

{begin to spend a litile money in ga-
|rage bills and repairs, and the third
|year quite a lot. In the fourth year
| you spend very much' miore.-In fact
a good many automobile owners
think it advisable and profitable to
exchange their old cars after the
third season and buy new cars.'So
that we can forésee our Mi'nister try-
ing to exchange these machines in
two or three years; caling up Saint
John again for a trade. (Laughter
and applause),

roads so constructed with those ma-
chines? It was certainly. laughable
to see certain portions of the roads,
the way they were turned up, and
how deep the drains were made, My
hon, friends did not seem to want 'to
drag the roads at all. They were
scandalized if you mentioned it to
them, “‘Oh, no we have done away
with the drags. We are keeping them
out of sight. We don't want to sze
any more of them.” But what hap-
pened? Pieces of road that were con-
siructed by those heavy machines
| were fmpassable for months owing to
‘lhc fact that they were not dragged
'nncr construction and ' after . évery
|rain to keep them from rits, ' The
| condition of those roads was terrible
| for quite a few weeks, If you do not
‘ibalieve me, I am sure the Liberal
;members on that side of the House
| will substantiate my remarks, What
does the Patriot say about'it? I think
those quotations were givén to you
alveady. The Patrot dozg not helleve
in the system inaugurated by our
{ Minister of Public Works: “We still
believe thet a few men with horses
|and shovels and carts,"—that is' Sta-
!tute labor—*should keep many places
|that are notorlously out of repairs in
|very fair condition.” That is what
Hhe Patriot says. That is what we
}had and I believe it is the only sys-
| tem for this Province; to get back to

" Iy right. Statute labor; get the men in every
Mr, Arsenault: So that after all \section of the Province to come oub
the administration of justice in|on the roads early and fill the holes

Prince County has not heen up fo
the 'standard it was when our good
friend Mr. Stewart now leader of the
Oppos'tion, was Attorney General
We never heard of thoce comvlainis

. about thesa prosecutions before this
Mazistrate, or of such ccnditions ex-

lsting in the jail, Parbars I have
sald enough to put the Attorney
General on his guard, and he wil
watch the dspariment move closely
next year, We do not wich to crt!l-

. t17e him too severe’y at present. His
‘| sttention beinz callzd to {hese mat-

==

ters, he will no doubt endeavor to
jave the conditlons remedizd.

Public Works Department

+ . I shall deal for a few minutes now

it

the Departmsnt of TPublie
Works I see my good friend the Min-

~sler In his place, and 1t will bs A

jood chan~a for me to say a few
vords to him, It moy he dan~erous
o tackle such a hugs Minister. but
: shall seek your protection, Mr,
Sveaker, sheu'd be get es crosq as he
Hd this morning, when tha nrivila7e
f getting light winess snd beer was
efused him, He soemed to be very
nuch annoved ahout that.

Let me first doneratiula‘a him on
s taste in furnitura, It von vi-t%
M office you will find that h'e big
is a replica of Pracid-nt Hoov-
ehalr; only it fa test~d td corry

heavier wolght. (Tan+hier.
|\, firet exarpine the resord of
W, Minfster of PuM-
s awrrmed power in

'lhcn drag the roads and maké them
passable, Instead of waiting for the
biz machines to come from Chatlot=
totown. Those machines cannoy trav-
ol at such a speed referréd to by my
hon. friend® from Summeérside; they
are slow moving instruments in the
hands of a slow moving Minister;
and the men should come out early
and drag those roads a: the proper
time. This was what the Patriot sug-
gested, and I congratulate the Pat-
rlop on speakiriz iis mind on the
question, '
More Liberal Criticlsm '

The Liberal organ says further:
At present' it Is nearly as bad as it
hag ever been” That is some recom-
pendation for our good Minister!

hey go further and say: “What is
needed is a sort of patrol or repairs
ing of the bad places without the de-

And what about the quauty of the‘

is so necessary for their mainten-
ance,

Our lateral roadg are noi receiving
the attention they should receive, and
the Patriot on May 31, 1928, took a
streng stand against the Minister on
this point. They said: “The approach-
ss to the city are’in a state of dis-
grace; annoyance and danger.” ‘We
have advocated the employment of a
proper rord maker, No such Ferson
s engaged in road making in this
Province,” “A recasonable exercise of
common sense would remedy the whole
matter in a very short time, Perhaps
thore is too much red tape and too
tittle necessary practical work.”
Again, in another issue, they say:
“It it not ofien possible for us to agree
with The Guardian,”—but (hey do
on this occasion when it says: “The
humpbacks raised on some of the

* |roads must be levelled off and the

whole road system must be smoothed,
otherwise it will be impossible go
have decent roads.”

Yet my hon, friends did not waut
té use the drags. They did not want
to remember anything about. them,
because the system was started by
the Conservative party. We saw that
{he Bell Government had construct-
ed roads to the extent of $450,000
and had neglected to inaugurate a
system of upkeep, so that most of
the money that was borrowed and
expended on those roads was being
wasted, The Patriot seems to have
been aware of this, for after quoting

dition of the roads under my hon.
friends administration, it said: “This
is correct, and it is ho usc for any
man, engineer or otherwise, to at-
tempt to treat it lightly. The roads
are positively dangerous.” Certainly,
beacuse if you make the ditches twice
as deep you are going to narrow the
road bed considerably., That is what
happened In this\Province last year.

“What is the Trouble?”

‘" We take it that the Minister, when
he started without authority from
this, Legislature to' get those ma-
chines, without knowing whether the
Government would sanction his ac-
tion or not, was a hard man to han-
dle,'He was stubborn, and he was go-
ing to have his own way about it.
And the Pairiot says: “What is the
trouble ‘that the people cannot be
listened to in this regard? Although
we have given advice repeatedly and
the Patriot Office has been besieged
with laints, yet the )|
ing of the roads is persisted in.” And
they conclude: “We write strongly
about this matter, because the public
are Insisting upon the trouble beinz
remedied.”

Now what has our Minister to say
about that? It evidently made him
think, because we sec that he is now
calling for tanders to construct two
or three hundred drags. It is true he
let the drags that we had rot and be
carried away and desiroyed in the
different districts. He thought they
would be no good now, with these
miraculous machines, and he did
away with them. Now he is con-
structing new cnes, I have ncb seem
a sample of them. ,and they may be
gomething like the wonderful ma-
chines suggested by my hon, friend
from the Second Distrizt of Prince,
who used to twit us for not getting a
machine that would take the whole
width of the road, with a big trac-
for 'in front and to or three drags
behind. That machine, he told us,
would :‘go at the rate of thirty-five
miles an hour. I presume they will
have something of this kind in op-
eration and they will have tp close
the road ir® advance and put up a
sign: “Mr, McIntyres’ machine com-
ing now. Twenty-four hecurs’ notice:
Keep off.” Then they would open up
and let the traffic come through.
(Laughter).

Road Gravelling

I wish (o make a few remarks
about the graveling of the roads.
That was one of the bizg schemes of
the Minister of Public Works. He
wanted to borrow $500,000, I believe,
but we kept him down, The Opposi-
llon. through repeated fizhts and
Io‘lesl srxumenu. got him down to
$300,000. And of the $200,000 author-
ized to be borrowed, .he has now
used $150,000; and again the amount
spent on graveling the roads is only
$83,000, re has the remaining
567,000 gone? Into current revenue
and ded there in order to allow

lay of taking in great tches of
roads which are generally in fair
condition,”

That is exactly the course which
we had adopted, and which the pres-
ent Minister should have {followed
from the first,

Apparently our good friend at the
head Of this Department is not lu‘p-
able for this Province, He shpuld or®
der the patrol to ba established um
maintained for at least two mﬂ
the beginning of the season to
our roads, opsn up the drains ‘8
dragg the roads thoroughly, T
it is a waste of money to use
machines as they were w
year without up patrol werk m
SUCRE
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them to show a small deficit of $1500
That is the way they did it,

' The manner in which that gravel-
ing was distributed was very amus-

“punctuated” the whole road system

&‘l along the road and strike a
v&‘ch of gravel; you slow the

geing very slowly, and
a M chilns further, you strike

of mnl' another

m n(mh- pateh 4 little
farther oni' You imagine that there

The Guardian on the dangerous con- |

ing to me. I might state that they

with gravel. When you come to a
“comma” yﬁn have to pause. You

jo often. But we find that with all
this $150,000 of borrowed money they
only gravelled twenty-five miles of
road, We have in this Provincs 4,000
miles of road, and at that rate it will
be some {ime before they are grav-
elled He did twenty-five miles the
first year, and I presume he intends
to do the same thing next year, bor-
rowing another $150,000. At that rate
do you know how long it will take
him to finish his program of gravel-
ling the roads? 160 years, And how
much will it cost?

Hon, Dr, Grant: You needn't care.
You won't be here then.

Mr. Arsenault: But X am looking
to the interests of the future gener-
ations, I am not lookinz forward to
what will happen to these genera-
tiens when I am dead and gone. We
don’t want {o reap all the fruits of
our labor. It will cost my hon.
friend $24,000,000 to gravel the roads
at the rate he is going; and I am not
men‘icning the cost of the machin-
ery. $100.000 worth, he says, is good
for ten years; so that during those
160 years he will have to renew that
machinery 16 times and spend in all
£1,600,000 for machinery. And this
does not include all the long ‘distance
phone calls to Saint John. (Laught-
er). Now you see how ridiculous is
that boasted program, thai we have
now’gravelled twenty-five miles with
borrowed money. We will find that
the remote sections of the country
will have to pay road tax instead of
commuting their taxes. They will
have to pay that in cash for the next
160 yearg if my hon, friend stays in
power; and these good men Wwill say:
“Never mind, pay the tax and in
159 years from now we will see some
gravel on our roads.”

My hon, friend the Premier says he
takes a holiday every {hirty five
years, So -in that t‘me before our
roads are gravelled, he wiil have four
vacatiens, (Laughter).

No Permazanency

Now, Mr. Speaker, you see how ri-
diculoug that prozramme is. And it
is being done with borrowed money.
You can figure out for yourself where
that gravel will be at the end of
these years. It will be sunk; you will
never see a trace of it; because there
is, after all, no permanency in grav-
elling roads, We cznnot afford to
continue that extravagance with bor-
rowed money, We shall have to get
down to a policy of gravelling a few
chains cr miles out of ordinary rev-
enue, We should stop immediately
unless we can gravel the roads from
the money we are now receiving
from the increased license fees and
from gasoline tax. Let me say, Mr.
Speaker, that it was the intention
ot the Stewart Government to dd
this, We made a beginning in gravel-
ling roads out of ordinary revenue.
It was our intention to apply a larze
portion of that gasoline tax and the
aulo lizense fees above the amount
required to meet our sinking funds
for highway purpeses, for the pur-
pose of gravelling low lying sect tions.
At the present time the Minister of
Public Workg is receiving a large
source of revenue from the automo-
bile cwners of this Province. as the
followinz figures from the Public Ac-

counts will show:

In 1926 we were only getiing from
license fees $71,987, and last year
they recoived $99,496; or an increase
of scme $28,000, Now $23.000 spent in
gravelling would make some show=
ing, and the pAcple would nct be so
frightened of the extravagance of
the system, becauss it would b2 mon-
ey that is paid In every year, and
we could afford to spend it on the
roads wheze we dorive the revenue.

From gaseline tax we got $32.925
in 1028, Last year they recelved §55,-
624; or an increase of some $22,600.
With the $28,000 received from the
auto license fees in excess of what
we‘received in 1926, this would make
a total of $50,000 that they could
spend every year on gravelling our
roads, Thig is the way in which the
work should be carried on, and not
on borrowed money, I think I have
shown, Mr. Speaker, (hat the pres-
ent system is entitely too extrava-
gant and too expensive to be con-
tinued In this Province.

Patrol System Needed

Continuing the debale after recess,
Mr. Arsenault said:

I was dealing with the Department
of Public Works and showing the fal-
lacy of the large programme of the
Minister of that department in grav-
clling our roads with borrowed mon-
ey. At the rate that he Is now going
It would take 160 years to do it; it
would cost $24,000,000 and at the end
of his term—!f he remained In office
that long—he weuld have no per-
manent works left behind him., What
we require In this Province is what
the Stewart Government Inangurat-
ed; a road patrol system, It is true
that during the first year of our re-
7lme this system ‘was in an experi-

" L3 lol eﬂnvbl belng put on the |mental stage; it 1s ttue we found | or perlians those are the alder bush-
unh- :u luvc to nlw dmm that the ncdona uslgned to each [es that mv hon. friends cut on t.he

patrol man were perhaps too large,
and the following year we reduced
them to sectiong of -about six miles
to each patrol man, As you are
aware, Mr, Speaker, owing to the
condition of our soil there is no ma-
terial {o build roads of any perman-
ent nature. It is necessary that we
should give -constant attention to our
roads; that after every shower of
rain the roads should be thoroughly
dragzed; every small rut should be
filled and the surface dragged so
that at least for a few weeks we may
have good. smooth roads to travel
over,

Now this system was discontinued,
to the great disadvantage of our peo-
ple. The car owners are paying suf-
ficlent money into the treasury.to
permit them to have better roads.
There is enough revenue collected
from the autq license fees and the
extra gasoline tax to give our car
ownerg hetler service, Their system
of patrol, if I can call it such, is en-
tirely wrong, They have assigned to
each of their twenty-five section or
road supervisors— who [ suppose
they mean should correspend to our
patrol men—140 miles of road to
leok after, That is entirely too much.
It is quite impossible for a super-
visor to look after those roads. The
most they did last summer was to
see that Liberals, and Liberals alone,
got on those rcads to do the work;
and that kept them busy. But we
claim that the patrol men should
have small sections of five or six
miles each that they can look after
and devote their time to profitably.
They would then be able to perform
their work on these roads immediat-
ely afier a spell of rainy weather,
when the soil is plastic and dragging
would be of great benefit,

Now we find that outside of the
é:raven‘n: pregramme undertaken by
the Minister of Public Works there
has been great extravagance in the
ordinary yearly expenditures which
are made on our roads. For many
years the amount expended on'thos2
works was very much below the
amoun’ expended by him during
1928, We find that in that year—the
first full year of his administratior—
he spent the sum of $189,915 on
roads, In 1926 the amount we ex-
pended was $122,539. In other words,
bis department spent $77,426 more
on the roads than we did during our
last full year in coffice. This does not
include his extravagant programme
ol giravelling wherein he borrowed
$150,000 and only spent $33.000 for
the purpose for which the statute was
passed.

We find also that he spent more
meney on Falconwood IHospitel than
we did in 1925.

Doyle's Bridge

Strange to say, Mr. Speaker, the
Minister of Public Works abused us
very severely for siarting the build-
ing of Doyle's Bridge. He charged us
with undertaking this big bridge for
{he purpose of getting a few votes—
half a dozen, or so, .he stated. Yet
we find that in his first year in of-
fice he completed that bridge at a
very large expenditure and moreover
he’ admires that beautiful project so
much that he had a photograph tak-
en of it and inserted in his report on
Public Works for last year, along
with his road machinery and all the
grand and noble works that he boasts
about,

Neufrage Bridge, another big pro-
ject which he construction and
which is featured in the Public
Worlg regort, was begun, it seems,
for the purpose —of buying a few
votes yot he takes great credit for it.
1t is somewhet of a eulongation of
his personality; and it must be a bizg
bridge to correspond in any measure
with him,

Grand River Ferry

There are many other things for
which I could criticize my hon. friend
For instance, the handling of the
CGand River ferry last fall, I am In-
formed that that farry, which rend-
ared a very useful service in that
part of the country, was hauled on
to the eel ‘grass on the 3rd of De-
cember last to awalt the high tide of
December 13th in order to be hauled
on the shore. The service was dis-
rupted a long time before the ice
made and was hauled in several days
befors the {ide was expected, I am
informed, also. that there were half
a dozen or more hungry Liberals
along the shore after the ferry wason
the eel-grass, looking for the job of
bushing the fce though there was no
sign of ice in the harbor.

Again, T think my hon, friend has
been extravagani in the supplies of
firewood to the Prince County jail.
My attention has b2en called several
timeg to the appearance of a big
yard of firewood lying back of the
jail, the most of which resembles
what wa call bean-poles. Perhaps
they intend to go Inlo the planting
of beons in the vicinity of the jail;

‘| bers exhaust their constructive criti-

Westera road, (Laughter). I think
the Minisler should give us some in-
formation in regard to that,

Mr. McIntyre Hanging Buck

In case I might anncy my hon,
friend too much I will leave his de-
partment for the present, but I may
say that I do no think we have been
treated fairly on this side of the
House. As you are awars, Mr, Speak-
er, the Minister of Agriculture has
been seriously ill, and consequently
could not be in the House to give us
some information about his depart-
ment, which we require and should
receive for the purpose of debating
the motion now before the House.
The Department of Agriculture is a
very large one, second only to that
of. the Department of Public Works.
We on this side should have had the
cpportunily of hearing our Minister
speak on those departments, There
was certainly no excuse for my hon.
friend the Minister of Public Works.
He shculd have given us his plans
for the coming year. I do not think
that he feels as big. as important, as
he did last year when he launched

out into that program  of |
road machinery, or he would
hiave at least have spcken on
the Draft Address and given

us some information, We are here
to criticise and watch his ~actions,
and every opportunity should be giv-
en: the Opposition of doing this in the
interests of the Province, He has not
yet spoken, either on the Draft Ad-
dress or in the present debate, Is he |
hanging back until it is too late for
any criticism to be made up his re-
marks, Does he wish to remain in
his seat and let the Opposition mem-

cism, and then get up when nobody
can correct him, and make as many
mistakes duripg the coming year as
he has made in the past? He cer-|
tainly ‘could not blame the Cpposi-}
tion then, but the people expect him
to express himself now so that if
there is anything wrong the Oppwi-y
tion will have the chanza of correct- |

ing him. :

Educational Flebiscite

|

back a few years to the period when
Premier Arsenault introduced & pleb-
iscite for the purpose of carrying on
education in this Province, Thal
plebiscite, introduced in 1919, was
abused and misrepresenied by the
Liberal candidates contesting that
election; and where it was opposed
and criticised it was defeated; as in
Prince County, instance, where
Premier Bell stated on many plat-
forms thai if the Arsenault Govern-
ment would only practize economy, if
they would reduce the large number
of useless officials in the Provincial
Building, and so forth. they would
have ample revenue at {heir disposal
to pay the teachers more money.
That plebiscite, which was on a slid-
ing scale of from two to four dol-
lars, gave the Government a chance
to put on a tax in order to satisfy
the teachers' demand. It was voted
on. favorably in Kings County, where
Mr. Bell and his supperters did not
oppose it; but it was -defeated in
Queen’s and Prince Counties where
it was strenuously opposed. If that
plebiscite had carried Mr, Speaker,
this present administration would not
have been visited with this awkward
situation that arose here lately, So
after all, we find that so far as fore-
sight. in educational matters is con-
cerned, the Conservatives, fcg- many
years back, have been the leaders.
They have been the ones who could
study and appreciate the difficuliies |
in that department, and who could
solve the problem of teachers’ salar-
ies when solving was required,

We remember that a few years ago
when Premier Bell came into office,
he was faced with the same situation
ag my hen, friends were faced with |
this year, The teachers were clamor- |
ing for more money. They knew that
Mr. Bell was responsible for having
this plebiscite defeated, and they
came back and said: “We shall have
to get more money, or we quit.” And
what did he do? He paid them more
money, but he did so by Increasing
the taxes on the people. He did not,
as he promised, go to Ottawa to pre-
sent our claims and receive assist-
ance, He chose the more easy course
of increasing the taxes. He increas-
ed the land and income taxes, put
on a poll tax, and in that way ' col-
lected from the pockets cf the peo-
ple of this province an additional
amount of $170,00 a year. With this
amount he was able to nay the leach-
ers more money; but can we give the
Liveral administration of thoss days
any credit for solving the education-
al question of the time? I claim, Mr.
Speaker, that we cannot,

for

Conservative Increzse for Educatlion

Conservative Governments towards

fore we did not have the same chance

| They paid more attention to their

Imisiory seems to be-repeating {tzelf
| with respect to Liberal administra-

Now I wish to say a few words on|ne teachers went 'to the Saunders
{he Department of Education, and I|Government with a definite request.
trust ‘that you will allow me t0 80 l«we want more money; we are not

|

| teachers. He was told before that

che teg..wers and educatlon ‘.amiu-
ly We find that in 1910 prior to the
coming into power of the Mathieson
Government, the teachers weére get-
ting $181,000 of the grand total that
was paid for education in this Pro-
vince. The Mathieson Government
came in in 1912, In 1015, affer Pre-
mier Mathieson ' had = proseede to
Ottawa and had go! lddltlona Ve
onue, the Leacher, were gethinl $260,-
000 a year; or 1n other. words about
$81.000 of an mcmue The Bell Gov-
ernment came -in  in'’ 1919
and they expended on  edu-
cation $359,000. The Stewart Gov-
ernment, in 1925, increased that
amount to $452,000, We find also that
the teachers were better satie- =
der the Stewart Government .ad
there was a better attendance, For
instance prior to 1915, the average
attendance was only 11,000 pupils &
year. During the Mathigson Govern-
ment it increased somewhat, despiie
the fact that it was War-time, and
the. older brothers being called away
the younger ‘children had to stay
home to do t{he farm work. There-

to make a showing in those years;
nevertheless the average enrollment
was increased.

We find, under the Bell Govern-
ment, when everything was normal
again, that the enrollment was low-
er than during the Mathleson re-
gime. It increased again under the
Stewart Government to 17.424; or an
average attendance of 12,000 instead
of 10,000 as under the Bell adminis-
tration, and the average per centage
of attendance for each pupll was
70,3 as against 63.3 during the Bell
regime,

Teachers Satisfied Under Stewart
Government

Our teachers, T repeat, -were satis-
fied under the Stewart Government.

schools’ and the pupils liked them
better, The condition generally -in
the educatiorial department was bad
under the ‘Bell : Giovétnment; and

tions, for what happened this yeat?

sufficlently paid. We give 'you twelve
months to get this matter fixed up
and get us an increase in salaries.”
They came back again this year
and the Premier did not have the
money, but he told them he was try-
ing to get increased subsldy from
Ottawa, and when he secured that
he would give the teachers first con-
sideration. We have ‘asked - him''to
table the correspondence in connec-
tion with this matter, but the re-
ply he gave us was that “It was'not
in the public interest” for the peo-
ple to know. The teachers did not
take that excuse, and when he could,
not produce :'anything on paper to
show that he was trying to get that
money they gave him the ultimatum
{hat. they were going to strike o
Tuesday after Easter.

Even in the Speech from the
Throne the Premier announced that
he could not do anything for the

they wanted more money, .and when
{hey pressed him it is rumored that
he told them to go to Mr. Stewart,
and see what he could do for them—
a fine way to try to get the good will
of our teachers, by turning them
down fiat and telling them to go and
see the leader of the Opposition!
Thosa teachers felt that if the Stew-

I might go into a few figures to
show what hag been the atiituds of |any wonder they wore. dissatisfisd |-

art Government' had been returned
to power we could have given them
| more money with the revenues at
|our disposal, by practicing economy
!and not embarking a these big
| gravelling programmes, by roforming
ithe law of this Provitice and geting
| the revenues that were available
{from the Prohibition .Commission.
‘[and which this Government could
|have {aken had they wisned to. do
|50, But ne! not one dollar from this
isnurce would these gentlemen ac-
| cept. “Rather have the teachers dis-
Esatlsﬂed——rather close the schools al-
{togeiher—than take one, dollar from
|that Commission! We will feed the
yoﬂ'enders in our jails; we will give
|them ‘more groceries than they ever
lcot before; we will suppiy them with
meat, and lots of it, even on Fridays;
|bul we dare not touch one cent of
| that money which hag been derived
from the sale of liquor.”” And yet
their Liberal friends at Ottawa are
deriving millions of revenue from
that ‘source and expeénding it, and
properly so, for the, benefit. ol the
country,

The Threatened !trlke

The teachers saw that my. hoh
friends were mung
from the collection of. th8 Road Tax;
that they were gatt'ng £28,000 in
Gasoline tax; that they were getting
increased: revenue . in . license. fees
owing to the large - nllmbir of. cars
purchased in this Province: and ls it

mm more

Iwith (he answer of the Premier?,

This threatoned strike, ; an
fact that they had to go,on
even for one day, has had a
nad effect on the children of
generation, if nat of the next g
ation as wall. Ic s casy for us to
our eyes and think that childri
not notice these things. That
from being the case. Those chi
are at the impressionable age
Incidents of that kind make a
lmpression,. Imagine them retu

to school and hearing that the sdio’
has been closed hecause the tea
wge’re not paid. They go home,
some of them hear their parent
posing the teachers, some of
favoring them, The child, who is
nnemd tq Jove and honor his tea
2 ‘a2ling to enter his hi
and i teacher, who is
to be a mentor and an examp
the child. loses his influence, In
‘way an incalculable wrong has
done to the puplls, and it will
years for that wrong to be rl:}ﬁ:t 1
And you ¢entlemcn are respe. le
(Applause). :
The idea of ‘going to your dist
calling meetings and giving a 1 1c
as you would an auction sale in} h !
press! I have In my mind one n‘;c.

e

upj

notice written by one of the me:
from the Szcond District of F
and- T shall read it to you:

TO THE ELECTORS OF
2ND DISTRICT OF PRINCE;}

At {he coming se: of the
islature, ,which ope: ‘'on Margh

will cost the tax payers $78,000.
one of your representatives I
to know what your desire is in 3
gard to this matter. Shall we g:
the demand and increase the
es to that amount? Let me kaew
your wishes by letter ar pel mon{’ 1
- our present, land tax ammmu »z ﬁ )
$71,000.” Ij‘

- Or in other words—he didn't] bay
it;- he is a very astute man, —but‘ heﬁ‘
left the people to draw their own dn
ference that if they gave the tapi:h
ers their increase it would e
doubling the land taxes on every, {
mer, That is what he meant them
believe. it 8
Mr. W. H. Dennis: Is that signed?!
Mr, Arsenault: That is signed it
William H. Dennis! (Laughter).i
It simply means this: “Don’t i
me instructions to Increase their al
aries, because you will have to
twice as much as you are now ﬂay~
ing.” What about other sources of
revenue? The gasoline fax, the lau
tomobile fees, the road tax thai you,
are now collecting? What about, suc
cession duties that have add
great deal of revenue to -the.
vince this year? Not a word about:
that, or about this $30,000 that yoI
are giving towardg a Sanatorium|
Hon. Dr. Grant: Why didn't yo
increase their salaries? }
Mr. Arsenault: We were not fund
ning this show. ey
Hon. Dr. Grant: You ran:it fot]
four years. ¥

Mr, Arsenault: We ran it for%ouxr
years, and during ‘that time qthe.i
teachers were teaching. (Applalise
I gave a statement showing theja
tendance d_\u‘ing our term of o Ice.')
and if you were listening ahd dhuldi |
understapd it you should know '}h
we ran ft to the satisfaction ofithef
rate payers, We did ot give out
a statement as this, that if the tému, i
ers asked us for a raise we wvuld i
double their taxes, (Applause). ;",

1t is rumored, too, t,hat the imn |
member from Bedeque called a nieets
ing at which only a few atben! ed
and he was told, T understand. ', gai
back to the Legislature and nusa hig! |
own judgment, That was \\hang
elected him for, So my hon, fi
didn't get very much encouragert
there, and I am proud of that} f
the sake of the disirict. .

Mr. Horace Wright: It sh&weg
they had confidence. in their r?re:‘ i
sentative. £

Mr. Arsenault: I think thc.\yioléZ
him: “What did we get a represent
tive for, if you have to come an
us what to do. We might, as
send a gramaphone
And of course he adidn't like
compared to a gramaphone rego
s0 he came back, (Laughter and"np«,
plause). $

Mz, Dennis Committed

The strike hag been seitled
porarily, but what is the positio
my hon, friend from the S&
Distrist of Prince? He is boun
oppose any increase of salarles
teachers. That is the position
In today. He Is commilted to
ihnl although the question
mittedly a problem that mus
stadied from all angles before i}
be settled.

- We are told that at the mcetl
which a sottlement was arrived @
the hon, member from Rustico
ed quite r ko310 “~etig

R

Conunued on pegd 14
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