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BARDIA SURROUNDED, ITALIANS RETREAT

Newsman Tells |
Of Ordeal In

Drifting

Was passengér_(-)n torpedoed
Western Prince; Saw Nazi
Sub from lifeboat.

French Ships
Sail from U. S.

NEW YORK, Dec. 18— (AP) —
The French freighter Fort De
Prance 4,279 tons, sailed for Mar-
tinique today, despite an attempt

the British Ministry of ship-

g to hold her in port.

Also on the high seas, her des-
tination unknown, was the 7,011-ton
French tanker Merope which left
Philadelphia without cargo. Other
French ships which have sailed from
United States ports recently under
similar circumstances are reported
to be aiding in the evacuation of
Frenchmen from the British Tsles.

The Fort De France had heen
held in port by a federal writ of |
attachment granted Nov. 25 pending |
trial of a $145,000 libel brought by |
Britain for alleged failure of an- |
other French merchantman to de-
liver a British cargo.

French line officials quietly ar-
ranged clearance yesterday after-
noon. Just before court closed, they
deposited a certified cheque for
$155,487, covering libel and litiga-
tion charges, and obtained an order
vacating the attachment,

PARIS, Dec. 13— (Delayed)—(Via
Berlin)—(AP)—The universities of
this city closed after demonstra-
lions by students on Armistice Day,
will be reopened Dec. 20, the Ger-
man military command has an-d
nounced.
Five of 148 students arrested dur-
g the demonstrations in the
Champs Elysees will be tried before
v military - court on charges of
particularly serious acts,” the
tommand said.

Coming Events |

e
**Talkies—Souns ‘Lhursday.
Li=40y=14=17-1i,
**Talkies—Montague Friday and
Baturaay, Li=40y=14=1'(-11,

**Buying poultry daily, dressea
only. W. 1, sowman, Hunter River.

**Buying live nogs Friday, Dec.
th, welvin suman, xay Bug-
Dall, Hunver River. L-543-12-18-zi.

*‘Long Creek Christmas Concert
Postponied  till Monaay, Lec. 24,
Li-0ba= Lu= 1u-4i.

'fconle to Christmas Concert in
Wesi royally Scnoor pomght.
Li-570.

**Marshfield School

Concert at
Marsntiela  Hall griday, “

vec, 20
Li-067.
*Oanios. “Cohe  BElod]:. Canuet
Dec, 20th, C Ef.w.)'

**Christmas _ Conce :
Willsnire, Dec. f&'r'l‘fe“ at  Norta
L~534-12-18-2i.

;I'Cherrv Valley Scncol Concert in
L oawuraay, vecemper Z1st,
L=b4y~14-19-14,

;‘School Concert, Brookfield Hall,
day, vecember 20th,
L~-385-12-19-1i,
to

**Come Concert Margate
Bagglom Friday evening, December
h L-447-12-19-11,

**Vernon School Christmas Con-
Tt postponed till December 23rd.
L-551-12-19-14,

k"ChrlsLmas Concert in Wheat-
”{hklver Hall, Friday, December
3 L-240-12-10-2i1.

**Pleasant Valley Sunday School
Concert, Monday, }l')ec 231'5.
L-573.

**George Leightizer water
Btreet, buying Gressed poultry. al
kinds, " top nrioesd.’ Try 3: A

L-761-1'-23to Dec. o1

sc;]‘Don‘t. miss  Brackley Poini

o 00l Concert Thursday Decem-
T 10, If stormy Friday.

L-152-12-7-18-19

‘*Come to Christ; t, Lot
8 Hall pr stmas Concer
.mm“u.ldug.tr)leceeex:tbt:;.num. Good

L-444-12-17-19.
**Buying live

hogs usual for
Vinter months. Albany Thursday
ol "Loon. Emerald Friday until 11
ok AM. A, C. Green, Albany,

: C. Green, Emerald.

**Collecting h

0gs Hunter River

i?‘vrv‘eclt] every Thursday and Friday

Partjes 05, Tewular shipping day.

Bhone Lreer:‘m S lf‘"‘ce Dlmta:e
aswell, representa-

Hye Livestock Marketing Board.

'3 tried to rescue White,

DEC, 19,
Allled expcdition in Galli

rned
&ﬁgex of Eleutherios Venizelos

Boats

(James Bone, London editor o
the Manchester Guardian, a passenf
ger on the British Liner Western
Prince, torpedced Saturday, today
cabled the Baltimore Sun an eye-
witness account of the disaster from
a northwestern British port where
survivors were landed. Bone, who
had been sent to the United States
by his newspaper to interpret the
American scene for British readers.
Was returning to England on the
Western Prince, His story follows).

By JAMES BONE
(Copyright, 1940, Baltimore Sun).
A NORTHWIJSTERN BRITISH

PORT, Dec, 16—(AP) —One hun-
dred and forty passengers and crew
the Liner Western Prince, tor-
pedoed in the Atlantic on Saturday,
were landed here today from a car-
go steamship which courageously
came to their rescue,

Her name cannot be given at pre-
sent, but it will always be remem=
bered by the rescued so long as they
live, Nothing could exceed the
skill, resource and compiete hospi=
tality which the captain. his offic=
€r's and crew gave us.

The Western Prince was torpedo-
ed about 6 o'clock in the morning
darkness with strong seas running.
The captain drove the engines as=
stern to relieve the pressure on the
bu'kheads. The torpedo started a
red glow, just before the ship plung-
ed. We heard two blasts on the
whistle, “That’s the o¢ld man's
(Capt. John Reed’s) last words,
goodbye to you,” said a sailor near
me in lifeboat No. 3.
Six passengers and 11 of the
crew are missing, including Captain
Reed, a Scot of 56. heavily built, de=
liberate, with the look of a man of
strong resolution. It's not thought
by his colieagues that'he intended. to
go down with the ship, but that
events and his own sense of respon=
sibility to others brought that end
about.

Captain Charlton, a former cap-
tain of the Furness Withy Line,
who p'ayed a !arge part in the con-
duct of the departure and the res=
cue, told me Capt. Reed had handed
him his overcoat and had told him
o have a lifeboat arcund later.
Captain Charlton thought Captain
Reed’s intention was to try for a
boat or a raft at the last moment.
The second officer R. F. White,
who remained with Capt. Reed, was
rescued from a raff before the res-
cue ship was hoarded. Lifeboat No.
but the
one slinned and he was carried
nac,,  The third man who remain-
ed ghoard the Western Prince was
Fravks, a steward, who had a ner=
¢nnal attachment to the cantain.
He was seen by one of the 'ast pas-
sengers off the ship with the our-
ser’s kev going dawn to eet the Spit-
fire ™nd raised by the crew to
bring to safety.

Al hoats were awav within ha'f
an hour. There was no rush nor
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London has long
Raid free time

LONDORN, Dec. 18— (CP)—Bcmb-
wise Lonauders went into ther sec=
ond successive night without an
alert tonight fur one of their long=
ost raid-free periods since Septem=

ber,

Adding to ghe mys of the ab=
sence of raidéts was the fact thet
the Channel was clear of mist for

the first time in weeks, though
the sky was cloudy.
The Royal Air Force roared

through last night's rain squalls to
blast the German industrial cen-
tre of Mannhem for the second
straight night. German-held Chan=
ne] ports and airdromes also were
attacked. |

An Admiral's communique tonight
said a Britisn motor torpedo boat
“ank an armed supply ship of be=
{ween 6,000 and 7,000 tons off the
Belgian coast early Tuesday.

The government announced com=
pensation for all adult citizens kill-
ed or injured as a result of “en-
emy action.” Sir Kingsley Wood
Chancellor of the Exchequer, told
the House of Commoas the plan
would apply to injuries already in-
curred.

War — 25 Years
Ago Today

By The Canadian Press)

1916—Main  body of

> 111 wln!h-
wn from Anzac and Suvla Bay
gzl;%h only two casualties and the
loss of a f~ guns, Gounar:s party
1 ¢, Greek elections, sup=

where the British reported

of Tangier with a destroyer in hot

the scenes.

Italian Subs Can Run,

Here is a dramatic picture from the western end
last month they
is one of Mussolini’s tinfish which got away,
pursuit, The sub was sighted first by an R.AF. patrol

hastily submerged. When it came up, the destroyer, tipped off by the sharp-eyed airman, was ready on

of the Mediterranean,

Too, Boy And How

had sunk three undersea boats in rapid succession, This
ducking around the breakwater and into the neutral harbor

graveyard of Italian sﬁbmarlnes,

plane and

over figures of

The Canaaian Fur Auction Sales
Company, b, Cultibbeu WS sale ol
SHver 10X PEiS AL a0ul.eds yes.el-
aay aiweinoon. it naq comiwenc.d
0N Weonesuay Mosiung alu tie =
fe.ing consistea 0L 12,00u  SKILS.
Compeinnon Was exueidley Keen
&Na AUVANLES lAuZ.d as niga as 3
PEL LENV, COlipaiea wilil & year ugJ
Lvery type o1 sk, except selecved
hau ana toree-quarier Sl.yers, 1eg-

istered aavances, ana they neid
their own.
Over 11,000 of the 12,000 skins

foung new owners. It was in many
ways one of the most spectacular
auctions held In years and cleatly
shows the prevalent scarcity of si=
ver fox pelts as compaied with a
vear ago.

Ranchers throughout the Domin-
inion of Canaca, and particularly in
tnis Island province, wi.l take new
heart from this report. For some
time the Guardian has been chron-
icling the upward trend of silvers
and the lessened quantities avail-
able as compared with other years.
Reports published from Stockholm,
Oslo and London all showed higher
trends; and now the principal Can-
adian forum for furs registers the
most encouraging kind of prices.
Here are the details and compar-
isons with a similar auction he'd in
Montreal a year ago. They were of-
ficially released by the Canadian
Fur Auction Sales Company. Ltd.,
Montrea', last evening,

Selected half and three-auar-
ter silvers. 50 per cent. sold; av-
erage $28.90: unchanced,

Regu'ar half and three-quar-
ter silvers, 95 per cent, sold; av-

erage $23.80; advance B3 per
cent.
Selected full silvers: 88 per

cent sold; averare $37.30; ad-
vance 25 per cent.

Regular full silvers:
rent sold: averar~ $27.55:
vance 38 ner cent.

Inferiore. 95 ner cent. sold:
average $19.10: advance 49 per
cent.

Low grades. 88 ner cent, sold;
average $8.27: advance 33 per

cent,
Total offering, 91 wnar cent.
sold at average of $22.36.

In conversation with Mr. Pete-
(3. Clark, nresident of of the Prince
Edward Tsland Fur Ponl. Limited,
Summerside, the Guerdian was told
he was informed Inst evenine hy
George H. Mavers. of Tampson,
Fraser and Huth of New Y-rk that
there was a oveat seareitv of silver
fax nelts in New Vork and that thav
were anxions for annglemmente,
The new auota, nermittine tha {m.
nartation th the Tnitaa Qtetae  of
70.000 pelts from Mapada will he of
considerabla hevrafit {in remedying
the above condition,

92 per
ad-

SCHOOLS CILOSE EARLY

MONTREAL, = Dec. 18— (CP)—
Thirteen schools in the Montreal
distrint cl~sed for the Christmas
holidays. ahead  of schedule today
in an effort to ecmbat the current
outbreak of influenzs ana grippe.
The closings brought to nearlv a
soore the number of early shut-

abstaining from voting. )

1,-558-12-19-11,

downs of schools,

Montreal Fur
Prices Develop
Strong Advance

Some types of Silvers register”
as high as 53 per cent advance

one year ago.

Spain plans to
Rush Ships for
Grain supplies

MADRID, Dec. 18 —(AP) — A
plan to mobilize all available Span-
ish ocean-going ships and rush
them to Argentine for wheat and
corn was disclosed today as an ur-
gent step in the government's ef-
fort to cope with the food short-
age.

Steamship owners met at the
navy ministry and offered all the
ships at their disposal. It is hoped
here that the badly needed supplies
will begin arriving before the end
of January.

Apart from the question of cred-
its, British permission for ships fo
bring new supplies to Spain will
be necessary for the success of the
negotiations.

Scarcity of wheat in Spain is so
cute that a new stringent bread
rationing is about to go into effect.

iﬁlians iold
Armies in Libya
Fight fiercely

ROME, Dec. 18— (AP)—Italians
were told today that Marshay
Graziani's forces in  Libya had

turned to tactics cf trying to “wear
down’ -the pursuing British army
of the Nile. A R i
The final victory, Virginio Gayda
authoritative editor, assured his
readers, won't depend on who oc-
cupies the most territory, but on
wid inilices the heaviest losses.

Subs take'toll
0f three craft;
Nazi Ship captured

NEW YORK, Dec. 18 —(AF) —
Submarines lurking in shipping
lanes of the North Atlamtic tor-
pedoed two tankers and a freighter
today. On Britain's credit side was
the reported capture of a German
freighter. X

At the same time, New York ship-
ping circles said the Belgian liner
Ville D’Arlon, the former American
Traveller, of the United States
lines, was more than a month un-
reported and presumed lost. The
liner had been ferrying food and

war materials from New York to
Britain.
In wireless messages picked up

by MacKay Radio during a four-
hour veriod, these ships reported
submarine attacks:—

Napier Star, 12196-ton British
refrigerator ship used in carrying
Australian and New Zealand beef|
to Britain “torpecoed at 1:35 GMT.|
position 58.58 North, 23.13 West"” (a- [
beut 675 miles west of Scotland)

Dalfonn, Norwegian motolship |
tanker, 9,860 tons “attacked by sub-
marine, 58.27 north, 18.11 west, sus- |
picious tanker flying Dutch flag in
the vicinity.”

Pendrecht, Netherlands
10,746 tons, completed last year.
“torpedoed by sub, position 59.05 !
north, 1748 west.” I

Eighteen minutes later the Pend-
recht reported the loss of two life-
boats, said s e had only one leit
and needed immediate aid,

The attack ceme as United States
shipyards were being flcoded with
rush orders for tankers due to 2n
acute shortage of the vessels,

More than 100 tankers—British
and neutral — have been destroy-
ed in the war. Tanker charter rates
In American waters have increased
four-fold in recent moaths because
of the shortage.

The Pendrecht and Dalfonn weare
torpedoed 350 miles off the Hebrides
and about 60 miles from the appar-
ent position of the British passeng-
er liner Western Prince when she
was torpedosq Saturday. Both ships
were taken over by Britain after
tze fall of Holland and Norway.
They were believed to he carrying
aviation’oil and gasoline from Cur-

tanker,

Fascist

WESTWARD

Troops

Imperilled by
Giant Pincers

Important base cut off by
British Mechanized Forces;
Trouble for Il Duce in Ethiopia.

CAIRO, Egypt, Dec. 18—(CP)—
An ltalian reweat westward along
the Libyan coast toward Derna,

150 miles within the colony, was
reported today by Royal Air Force
observers while the British and
Imperial army closed in on the
Mediterranean port of Bardia,
Libya, the easternmost base left to
the Fascists in tneir disastrous
Egyptian campaign.

Bardia itself appeared surround- j
| ed and doomed to fall to the Bri-

tish forces whose armored cars
were reported to have cut com=-
munications to the west, From the
east, thousands of fresh imperial
troops brought in from Egyptian
desert camps stormed the other
end of a closing pincer which im=-
periled several Fascist divisions.
Reports of British pilots drew a

area—from Bardia to Tobruk, it-
| self more than 70 miles from the
Egyptian frontier and the strong-
est Italian base in Libya, and on
tc the west from there toward
Derna,

The Italian columns were re-
ported under machine-gun attack
by British planes.

While the offensive of the west-
err: desert thus proceeded, a Bri-
tish feint into Italian East Africa
:vas reported by general headquar-
ers.

British forces operating from the
frontier of the province of Kenya
raided the strongly-defended town-
ship of El Wak in the Kenya-It-
alian Somaliland border region,
killing 50 of the Italian garrison
and capturing 120, along with war
material,

lpicture of Fascist flight over a vast

acao to Britain.

The Italians, he claimed, are
dealing oup ‘“ruinous punishment”;|
and resisting inch by inch, and are |
far from beaten. |

11 Popolo di Roma marked the
10th day of the British offensive |
with the declaration that Italian |
artillery and aviation had littered |
the desert battlefield with wrecksl
of “dozens’ of Britsih tanks and |
armored cars. ‘
The high command, reporting or
yesterday’s operations, saw the |
British forces as “worn down"” and |
weakened by losses, and said they |
had slowed down their pressure,

Ii Popolo sought to reassure its
readers with a picture of white
Ttalian troops from the mainland,
with motorized equipment, fight-
ing “the second phase” of the
battle after Libyan infantrymen
were overwhelmed in Egypt by the

Injured by
Propeller of

R.C.A.F. Plane

HALIFAX, Dec. 18—(CP)—LAC.
R. Lougheed of Torcnto today suf-
fered a fractured skull and serious
scalp wounds when sgi*uck on the
head by the whirling propeller of a
homber at the East'rn Passage
station of the Royal Canadian Alr
Force.

Working under thie bomber which
was be'ng prepared for a quick
take-off. Lougheed is belleved to
have s'ibped, falling against the
propellor,

He wes taken to hospital. H's
condition was not considcred crit-
ical.

Ilnre—s_t reported
Great in Norway

LONDON, De¢, 18— (CP)—Unrest
is so great in Norway that no Ger-
man soldier there will be granted
Christmas ypave outside the country,
the British Breadeasting Corpor-
ation sa'd tonight.

“The population of all the Ger-
man-occupied couatrits are be-
ecening more and more resistive and
anti-German inc'dents are occur-
ring daily.,” the BBC added.

The BBO said that in  Norway.

two members of a crowd staging
an anti-Nazi demonstrat'on were
shot and killed by German sokliers,

British forces and driven back
from Sidi Barrani.

(Continued on page 2, Col 7

British Labor
Leader appeals
For prompt aid

CLEVELAND, Dec. 18 —(AP) —
Germany has military resources “far
transcending” anytning Great Brit-
ain can command, Sir Walter Cit-
vine, British labor leader, declared
today.

“We must have the means in the
next few weeks of striking at Ger-
many's war producticn,” he said in
an address before the Cleveland
foreign affairs courn,. and the
English speaking unic.

He apuvealed for “all ‘he bombers
we can possibly get from this conn-
try and all other types of swift-
striking machines we can gel—
now."”

Military barracks
Destroyed by fire

GLACE BAY, N, 8, Dec. 18 —
(CP* — A newly-erected military
barracks in this vicinity was de-
stroyed late today by a fire that
for a time threatened other mili-
tary buildings. The oue-storey build-
ing was not occun'~d,

Soldlers alder , 4'remen and
equipment from v Waterford
fought the flame: In  mnear-zero

weather, Fanned bv a high wind,
the fire raced swiftly through the
wooden barracks. It was brought
under control about an hour after
the ou‘break

There was no officlal estimate of
ths demage, but it was said unoffic-
fallv to be about $5.000. Military
suthoritiss made no statement jm-

n

e
Official
In Torpedoing

Hon.C.D.Hov;g;nd threeMem-
bers of Party land safely; Hon.
Gordon Scott lqst in hfeboat

By Douglas Amaron

Canadian Press Staif Writer
A BRITISH PORT, Dec. 18 —
(CP tapble) —Hon, C. D, Howe,
Canadian Munitions and Supply
Miniscer, today anmounced the
death of Gordon W. Scott, Mon-
treal accountant and financial ad-
viser to tne minisiry, wio was
arowned when a lifeooat from. the
torpedoed liner Western Prince cap-
sized at the side of a rescue ship.
Mr. Howe, his executive assist-
ants, Col. W. C. Woodward, Van-

(Continued on page 2, Col 2)

anadian

Lost

British buy
16 Steamers

The Maritime Ccmmission acccpted
today the bids of J. H. Winche

, and Waterman

couver, and E. P. Taylor, Toronto,
and 50 otner passengers, as well |
as 99 crew members — a total of |
152 —landed from the re:cue ship |
at this port.

At least 16 persons, six passeng- |
ers and 10 members of the crew
are believed to hgve lost tieir lives,
Capt. John Reed of the Western
Prince went down with his ship,
her whistle blasting a gallant fare-
well to those in the lifeboats be-
fore she disappeared.

Maj.-Gen. A, E, MacRae, British
technical expert assigned to Ottawa
and a member of Mr. Howe's party,
was among those rescued, as was
Lt.~Col. J. H. Smith, another Brit-
ish technical authority and a vet-
eran of the evacuation of Dun-
kerque.

(Private information received In
Baltimore, Md., stated James Bone.
London editor of the Manchester
Guardian, is safe)

A London advertising man, Per-
cy Linden, found himself acting as
nursemaid to three Infants, the
eldest of whom was 18 months,
which were hauled aboard the
rescue ship in coal baskets.

Tonight Mr. Howe sought sleep
in a London-bound train after sev-
eral days jammed with nine oth-
ers in the narrow quarters of the
captain’s cabin of the small rescue
ship.

An air of grim sadness prevailed
as Mr. Howe Col. Woodward &nd
Mr, Taylor boarded the train
But despite their sorrow that their
companion, Mr. Scott, had lost his
life, the official party = appeared
none the worse for several hours

in an open boat tossing on tre
Western Atlantic before the res-
cue,

mediately,

\ (Continued on page 2, Col §)

and Company

Steamshin , Ltd., both of
New York C and both acting as
agents for Bri interests, to pur-
shase 16 v r $3,295 800.

S I @
The 16 ships. part of the commis-

ston's laid-up fleet, amount to 147,- .

526 tons.

J. H. Winchester and Company, |

Inc., purchased 156 of the ships for
$3,010.800. They were bought for
the Bocth “Sicamship Company,
Ltd, Donaldson Brothers and
Black, Ltd., and Lamport and Hol}

'Britons called
For training

LONDON, Dec * 18 — (CP)
Britons 36
to regi

the armed forces.

fice described only
“the weapcn which ultimately wi

War office figures said Britai
now has about 2.000,000 men doin

gtln:s at 19,

WASHINGTON, D¢c. 18 »—(API—-V
ter |

force the submission of t"e enemy. ‘

=

SAID INTERNED

Reuters News Agency in a dis-
patch from Athens says that Italian
non-commissioned officers who sur=
rendered in Albania stated the
Italian troops believe that Crowmn
Prince Humbert has been interned
by the Fascists somewhere in
northern Italy,

100 Italizn Planes
Downed in Africa

NEW YORK, Dec. 18— (AP)—The
British Broadcasting Ccrporation in
a broadcast heard by the Colum=

bia Broadcasting System said to=
night British airmen have saob
down or put out of action more

than 100 Italian planes during the
Jast seven day’s action in Afr'ca.

The BBC added that British
losses were said to be probably ‘“no
more than five.”

MORE. |
5 5’_‘09 ING,
R
EVERYBoDY TALKS

DAYS
"SHOP> THESE.

TORONTO, Dec. 18—(CP)
{imum and maximum temp:

Line, Ltd., 5 >
The Waterman Agency, biddinqjl\?““sgf‘ 1"}3 45%
on behalf of Atlanic Transportation ‘li:lcnixocx;‘t‘on "B 24
Company, Ltd., a Canadian firm, R} rina 2B 15
bought the Jadden, a 9958 ton ‘wi{?mipeg 6 20
freighter laid-up in New Orleans | poronto 19 35
for $285,000. Ottawa 1 25
oA Te o fen e e Moatreal i 1) 2%
| Quebec !; ;(8)

| saint Jolin
36-year-old i i 3
| Charlottetown 10 11

l FORECAST

1 . .Maritime East: Moderate to fresh
winds; fair and cold.

Synopsis: The weather hes been
fair and a little milder in Ontario
and over the Canadian Wcst.

Ars old were ordered| High tide this afternoon at 2.14

er Jan, 17-18 for duty |

{and tomorrow morning at 142

wi.h | 2

% | Sun sets this afternoon at 4.20
The new call-up by the Ministry | Ao 2 o orni at

of Labor and Natlonal service is|3%¢ ¢S SOMOEIoN, & Ditsane

expected to make about 250,000 more | ™

raen availa’ for Britain's Ia.sl-\ Last quarter moon Dec. 21, 9.45

cxpancing army, which the war of- i pm,
vesterday as

“| summerside tide 18 minutes Jat-
" | er than Charlottetown.

THE CAR FERRY SAILINGS
Leaves Bor¢ n 045 AM 100 PM

Leaves
3.15 PM.

n
2 |

military service, with another 1,000,
in the home guard. Registra- |
on under the conscription act be-

Tormentine 1100 A, M,




