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‘A TRADE HANDICAP.

One of the largest produce dealers in Charlotte-

of about fifteen years business in which he purchase
produce of many kinds from thousands of farmer
he had been really “done” only twice. Some years ago
he discovered a brick buried in a tub of butter. The
discovery was made before the butter was shipped
and therefore no harm came of it except the loss of
the difference in value between the brick and its
weight in butter. A few weeks ago he sold to a Sydney
dealer what appeared tobe one of the best tubs of dairy
A butter he had ever handled. Some days afterwards
this tub was returned to him. On examination he
found that this butter had been veneered over to the
depth of about an inch with good creamery butter;

R

poorest quality, streaked, illcured, unsightly and fit
only for soap grease! ' : !
" Two dishonest farmers out of many thousands is
a small proportion, but one naturally regrets that
these two solitary thieves had not been detected and
punished as they deserved. Their names, particu-
larly that of the veneer artist should go down in his-

‘ tory along with that of Ananias. ; .

‘» Only two cases of fraud, low, miserable fraud,
yet both tubs went into the market as Prince Edward
Island butter, were condemned as Prince Edward
Island butter, cast a reflection upon the Prince Ed-
ward Island merchant who handled it and on the
general name of Prince Edward Island. Hundreds of
thousands of tubs of the best butter have been ship-
ped both before and since this shipment of veneered
butter, the price paid for them and nothing more
heard of them, but those who saw that single tub and
its artistic, deliberate fraud, will al\yqys regard
Prince Edward Island butter with suspicion. If, as
a sequel to the transaction, the consignee at Sydney
could have been informed that the perpetrator of the
fraud had been sent to the penitentiary, it would
have done much to restore his confidence in Prince
Edward Island produce.

. Until there is a strict inspection of all produce
leaving the province and a means of identifying the

..~ origin of every article good and bad and placing the

J credit or the blame where it belongs we shall fl_nd

it difficult to secure the place in the market to which

our best farmers aspire and to which they are en-
titled. One thief in the course of a generation can
work incalculable harm which will be a handicap to
all honest endeavor.

PATRIOTISM AND WAGES,

The argument is frequently heard that a spirit
of patriotism should induce young men and women
to give their services to their own province even at a
lower rate of remuneration than that available in
some other of our sister provinces. Too frequently
also the statement is made that this province cannot
afford to pay such wages as are being paid elsewhere.

As to the first argument, if the patriotism of
this province is not sufficiently strong to pay its sons
and daughters as generously as other provinces or
other countries are willing to do, then there is no
reason why these sons and daughters should sacri-
fice themselves for a one sided patriotism. It is not
only the right but the duty of every young man and
young woman to make the best use of their talents
and their education. When this cannot be done in
their native province, it is the misfortune and the
loss of the province. Sacrifice is a virtue and many
of the sons of this province, when a real occasion
arose, sacrificed their homes, their business, their
prospects and, many of them, their lives for a prin-
ciple, for King and Country, but there is no reason
why, if their province refuses them a reasonable
livelihood, they should not seek it elsewhere.

The idea that this province cannot affard to pay
as good wages as are paid elsewhere is only partially
true. Because of our comparative lack of industries
there is not the demand here for skilled labor that
there is in the larger cities and consequently there
is not sufficient employment in these lines to engage
all who desire to take up mechanics or trades. The
great majority of those must seek employment else-
‘where. In the callings for which there is a demand,
and there are many of them, there is no legitimate
reason why the scale of wages should be lower here
than elsewhere. This applies to our teachers, our
clergymen, our doctors, lawyers clerks, office em-
ployees and similar callings. ~There was a time and
not long since when the lower cost of living here

/made up to a certain extent the lower wage as com-
pared with that in more expensive cities but this
argument no longer holds; the cost of living here is
about as high as anywhere and even higher than in
some of our larger Canadian cities.

We boast that we are the richest province in
Canada, an inconsistent boast if we refuse to reason-
ably share our wealth with those who earn it. We are
the wealthiest province in Canada and have the docu-
ments to prove it, but we are poor indeed if we place

-~ cash value on patriotism and figure it up with the

TN

inside of this inch of veneer the butter was of the,

{under punishment, who in mature With o much vital iniormation. It/ SUch as every ambassador keeps; |

organ of
Premier Bell—is squealing. Little|
poke

Amateor Burgars

Foiled German Spies

How five patriotic American ad-
their smouts into hot stuff. “Cur.|Venturers secured possession for| What the papers were, and if it had
rent Comment” is not exactly to 'heir Government of a ton of im. DOt been for the fact that. there
its liking. We always entertained | POtant German documents when | W3S Quarreling among some of the
a suspicion that it would not meet | the United States entered (he war, German officials,
3 : . might never have been divulged.
with affectionate acceptance either is told in an entertaining manner el &
from it or its.pay-master, and we by Fred C. Kelly, in the New York | But one of Bernstorfi's who had a |
are not suffering severe disappoint- Tribune. Their names are not men.| &fudge against his chief, was lnd“']
ment. Solomon's advice to “Spare|tioned, and to this day the Govern. ¢'éet enough to talk. He hinted |
the rod and spoil the child” at first|ment does nc! know who were the| that the documents were not or:
|appears harsh law to the juvenile amateur burglars who supplied il!‘dinary official diplomatic records, |

| i
«ed by the fact that they were of
| tremendous importance.

The Whole Works

They were not told, of course,

their

vears gratefully acknowledges its'Muy be that their action, patriotic| Put a list of the German spies fin |

. 3 { i ; |the United States, their records,
r in the course influence in developing his man-/though it was, might even now be | 3
town recently made the statement that d hood. We know it hurts, and it considered an offence against the| thelr plans for the future, and: the, _

g Pains us to make the application, Swiss Consul in New York, for it/ Bames of the German-Americans

/but duty to country, vea and to Was Swiss territory that the Am. Who were ready to do whatever |

the subject of

ing empty resentment.

If for instance he would try and
bring his utterances somewhere
yWithin a reasonable range of truth,
very much of unpleasant criticism
iy\'ould of necessity = be shut off.
When he got off that whopper that
“Over 5‘505,000 was spent last year
by the Public Works Department,”
did he expect to get away with it?
If he did he must have imagined
his opponents to be nboye the av-
erage in docile submission’ to the
falsest of slanders. And his state-
ment that “the Conservativ
ernment MIS-APPLIED
more money overdrawn from the
bank and used in the campaign
months: FOR NO OTHER PUR-
POSE THAN THAT OF CARRY-
ING THE ELECTION,” was “an-
other of those luxurious untruths
that even a novice would not ex-
pect to pass unchallenged. ¢« Did
Hon. Bell expect to launch those ill
conceived stretchers without ob-
struction? © He is lodked upon as
weak and shallow even by his own
followers, but surely not shallow
enough for (his.

we read, ‘“‘The Bell government has
acted.” tI has done something and
valuable “‘somethings,” Witness the
Road Act already law, and the Ed-
ucition Bill which will ‘'shortly be-
come so.”" This is what they call
“SOMETHINGS.” The Road Act
has yet to be tried and its value to
be determined. Some of its best
leatures are those suggested and
added at the instance of the oppos-
ition and some private members ot
the house. The Education Aci, alas
has been pronounced a monstrosity
almost before its birth: Unless it
undergoes some sweeping altera.
tions before passing to its final
stace il promises to be the most
destructive piece of legislation ev-

Daily Selections !
“ Guardian Readers ;

ed on nir brain,

Forge! them I never can,
They have touched me so for they
are the cry 'K 3

Of a poor despairing man.
Three words, but ah! me a story
they tell
A sad one and true there's no
doubt.
And my heart in pity goes out to
this man,
A man who 18 “Down and Out."”

Should wreck and disaster bring.
Brave men of all ranks, and of gal-
lant corps, |
Who have helpeq our foes to,
rout, |
How cruel it seems that any need |

say ) |
That now he is “Down and Out.” |

Adrift, adrift, on the ocean of life, |

Oh what a desperate plight,

To be tossed about by the merciless
waves |

With no friendly sail in sight.

We would not ignore a qrowning
man's ery

But loudly for help would shout,

Yet the cold passing glance is oft
all that's bestowed |

On the man who is “Down and
Out.”

To your brothers distrest, Oh give

of your best |

Till once on firm ground they
stand,

turn a deaf ear
But hold out a kind helping haad. |
And lift them up from the depths
of despair. {
Nor' question their need nnt
doubt, A '
But do all you can for the stranded

wages we pay. 4

-

\ |
Amongst the Pioneer's plali!udes; There is an ominous silence in|papers as to steal fhem so that no- |

man
Who has served his Country and
King, 3
Alag, that to many war's after-
math

us. Even in this the schooling is!their booty. As one of the few re. Fatherland. His
difficult. The young mind js rec- maining neutrals, Switzerland was Came (o the ears of a couple oi|
eptive, pliable and responéi\-e to/chosen to look after Germany's af. Amwericans who .realized of what
instruction. But  the conscience of | lairs ‘in the United States, when 8feat advantage it would be to the
the old and hardened sinner, load-|that country entered the war, and|American Government to get hold
ed with a life record of political one of the first steps of the Ger- | Of the papers. The Government, of
vices in their most hideous form, man officicls when they saw what | course, c"““{
calls for something more drastic Was coming was to place in ‘h"jxmm the Bwiss Conaul, 8o mnne‘r}
than a common rod to make an im-| custody of the Swiss Consul in%what knowlet\l(ge ar Bus[')lcion it}
pression. It would have been easy New York, a mass of secret papers Mikht have of their criminal char-|
for,Hon. Mr. Bell to have escaped and documents. These were stored Ac'er. Nor could the Government
those hardest thrusts, and relieve 'l a sleei trunk. and in vavious otn. | 8fford to be implicated in unofficizl
his pet organ from the task of mak- c¢r boxes in a Brcadway building {""""‘5 to bel“{"w possessed  of

I most caretully sealed and secure:
and their custodians were impress

er imposed upon the p'oople ol this
province. Yes the “Government has
acted” and are promising to fur-
[ther -act, and we fear with results
'so disastrous that it will take a
|long time to overcome its injurious

| effects.
|

The repulse was a brain l'ac}(ing
|shock to the Patriot. With a blus-
ter and braggadocia equalled only

e Gov-gby that of the German war lord it/ ments of the watchmen. Then, a
5200")00‘,launched its furious offensive of |favorable

;polsoned gas against the lafe Gov-
ernment. Doing this from behind
the barricades of public office they
limagined that their own cowardly
{hides were safe. They figured on
carrying everything by storm. The
|Guardian answered the challenge.
| With an array of facts and figures
|which the awful dodgers could nei-
!ther contend against nor gainsay
[they were routed horse, foot, and
}artmery, and after spiking the(r!
{guns they sneaked  ignominiously |

i
‘from the contest. | f

its - editorial columns, and -in Gov-
ernment circles. It has been "the
subject in caucus and in corridor.
Who or what is this force within

| been guessing, and

there is still:
il'OOnl to further guess. But the
| word has passed around not to ven:
lis an ever increasing supply of high
explosives, and  attacks reboundj
| with such original native force,
|that to launch the charge is prac-|
| tically political suicide. Their first|

|

|poisoned bomb—their Falconwood 'the robbers, and night after night |

|scandal-—came back with = such!
jl'orce that the stench from the gas.
|still infests it editorial sanctum.

| Then the carefully prepared “De-

i to return with the force of a pow-
{erful boomerang striking such a
return blow that both Patriot and
government have phantoms of ac-

or behind the Guardian so disas-!
!trous to their schemes? They have| the tape and

correction impells | ericans had to invade to secure | they were told in behalf of the; '

unguarded talk |

not ‘demand them

| them
|

| : Jatriotic Burjlars

If they were to  be seize.d they |
would have to be stolen by private |
| unauthorized citizens. So these
| two, with thre€é other friends, ona
|of whom had some experience and
natural gifts in the matter of open-
ing safes, determined to become
patriotic burglars. They rented an
office in the building where the |
| consulate was housed, and spent a |
ll‘ew days there studying the move-

opportunity presenting
| Itself, they entered the Consul’s of-
fices, and .examined the room
where the documents were kept.
They found a veritable network of |
tape and ropes and a rash of seals
guarding the boxes, as well as the
locks and bolts. No doubt the safe
expert could have opened the safe
the first night, but it was reallze(l'
that if the theft were known, one|
great advantage to the American |
Government of hm'yg the papers
would be lost, sidce every spy
would know it. So the great prob-
lem was not so much to steal the

|b0d)’ would be aware that lheyl
| were missing. The ingenious and |
| patriotic burglars eventually. in-
| vented an apparatus, whereby the
seals, intact, could be lifted from
later on replaced.
When they finally entered the'snfor
| they found ‘there numerous other

|seals ‘which they used in place of | &
|ture out in the open. Behind there. those which it was necessary to

break. : |
Three Months’ Work

The utmost care was taken by |
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A QUALITY

TAILORING UNEXCELLED in Tweeds,

Correct Versions of th'e'"jMod
Women’s Suits =~

EXHIBITING A NOVELTY IN STY
IN FABRICAND A FINISHED PRECISION IN
«coverts cloths, tricotine and

vvery fine serges, Sand, navy and black. Several

choose from in plain or belted models. Beautifull

‘match. Sizes for women 86:to 44, Priced from $2

Come to Patons for Your pring Dress

whether it be a lovely confection in silk, satin or combination
georgettes, it’s here.
#50 are ready to make you the bestdressed person in Charlottetown,

Wonderful Values: in Stunning Spriag Coats

You should not fail to see these, as they are duplicates of master

models created by world-renowned designers for women in
They radiate-that atmos phere of class which is so
preciated by particular dressers. Priced from $21 to $67.

Express the Springtime Indoors with New Draperies
Nothing brightens u

coverts.

atmosphere than fresh
- terned cretonnes.

Our tailoredserge or jersey dresses from $19 to

n

of harmonious coloring and tasteful designs.

New Pullover Sweaters

A host of new colors to select'from, made in
full sleeves and pretty tie sash.

Patons Patons

* PR 0-0-0.-0-0 06
TITIIRIP09900 0900900040000 20 vy

‘distinctive - styles to
¥

p aroomor brings it a more cheery S}Sringlike
ew hangings of printed chintz and’ flower pat-
We have all these desirable drapery fabrics in plenty

Madad et 24

ein |

LING, |

, lined with silks to
Ttog08.

‘A

silk and

serge and
much ap-

dainty slipover styles,

for some three months they toiled |
in the room, romovih,r: papers, nnd,
then covering their traces so that!
|no clerk might notice anything out |

SH440000000000000000000¢ ficil” Domb was the next missile|of place the next morning.One sur- |

prise was that when they came to |
the steel trunk, they found it em-|
|pty. Someone had been before|
them, or some employee of the Ger- |

-

'+ THE PUBLIC FORUM

3

This column Is open for the
di | correspond.
ents of questions of inter-
est. = The Charlottetown
Guardian does not necess-
arily endorse the opinions

3

f cusing figures haunting them by:mnn embassy had played falge, for | expressed by its' corres-
Suenisndd oby Vi 8 Lousen {da yand sleep disturbed by hid- it turned out,by an odd coinvidence pondents >
fcnus nightmares in their hours of | that the contents of this safe feund V0090000006000 0000000 000
“DOWN AND OUT” | broken rest. |its way into the hands of the Am-“ A SUGGESTION
RS EATAS RV S D e s DS erican Government about the time| . ‘ 4
These wcrds, so patBetic are bura- | The guns are spiked, and for the|that the major pillage was cmgnmit-‘I ‘ 8ir:—1t is painfuliy evident

{bresent abandoned. The long wind: | ted. The booty, weighing more than ffoOM the proceedings in the Le-

‘ed double columns of camoutlage
and contortionist figures are no
Ilonger a feature of its middle page.
Instead of its big explosions ot
Iblank cartridges come the little
{8quibs like the boys five cent fire|
crackers, It is safer, but what a
{descent from that of a typlcal
| Kaiser Bill in bombastic over-|

|subdued child, playing with squibs! [sul became aware that his offices | Year, let every

|

A compositors mistake in Satur-|
|day's Comment makes cost of|
Prince of Wales visit to read|
| $87,770.71 instead of $2,770.71.
| The estimate of provincial rec-
eipts for the present year is,—
Ordinary receipts as in

1919 . . $512.772.93
Uncollected Taxes 1919 |

BAY: Gl . 60.000.00 |
| Prohibition Receipts, {
1919 oo | 36,000.00
Ordinary Taxes, 1920.... 80,000.00“

Prohibition, full
1920

Highways Loan, 1920 ....

year, |
80,000.00
250.000.00 |

D. G. Highways grant,

1930 7 LR e
$1,182.772.93

With a probablg revenue in

sight, on the present basis, and

dollars,

rates hoped to take the business
without further taxation, of, almost from British and American ins
When a sad plea you hear, do not one million two hundred thousand  ance firms. The idea

a ton, was then piled in packing

to a_ Government Departinent

| gislature, that the Teachers’ de-
mands
cases, ‘and sent by a truck driver | isfactorily.
in | Busting, to say the least, to every

will not be met with sat-
The juggling is dis-

New York. The officials were noti-| teacher in the province. Afier all

fied of the contents of the cases,

| that has been said and done, the
| rural

teachers will be little, if

and the burglars shook hands wlth! any, better off than before. Talk

themselves over a difficult job|a&bput British
neatly performed. So well was thel play.
|

work done that it was not until the

And this is the fate of a cultureq |lordism to the simplicity of the | past few days that the Swiss Con-| m

had been rifled of

portant documents it ever con- |

play?

Jjustice, and fair
I ask is this justice or fair
5 ‘

Now, Sir, what is to be the re
edy? At the close of this school
teacher join the

.| Union- and strike to a man and
the most im-| remain on
treated at least half right,

strike  till they are

Who

tained. ['then will be culpable?

Plots Frustrated

Assuredly not the Teachers.

| This is the only alternative they
Jhav%tilo only

way that those

i cW be helped, who under such a

The records were translated by
the American Government, whieh
then found itself in possession of |
the name of practically every Ger- |
man spy, agent and prominent|
sympathizer in the United States
It had also their secret codes, and |
a plan of the campaign it was In-|

system of tyranny are unable to
help .themselves,

I am, Sir, &c.,
L“E._PLURIBUS UNUM.”

TELEPHONE MATTERS

Sir:—In a recent issue of your

tended to carry on. With this in-
formation, the work of the secret
service men became greatly sim-

in-| to

!purchase the ‘New York Mail as a
,pmGerma’n organ. In fact, it would
|appear that the whole German

| plified. They learned, among other game was in the hands of the Uni-
165,000.00 | things, of a scheme whereby the led States officials three months af-
German Government would finance ter the war began. It would seem
a supposed American marine
surance company, which by cutting the Germans did not destroy these
|documents, since they could not
ur- take them back to Germany, but
was that it|they were kept so that proper re
in the name of common! would thus be possible to learn the wards could be made to the Ger

the average man curious that

sense what need is there of placing cargo, time of sailing and destin: | man-Americans who were on the

further taxes upon the people
least for the present year

when | information would then be conve.
(the phrase “High Cost of Living"® ey to the U .
[l has been transformed into “Impos: foiled. There was also intimateé i
The man who is “Down and Out." 8ible of Living?”

i

Jat'ation of every ship insured, which| list in the event of a German vic-
y-| tory. Amyway, it is not necessary
boats. This scheme was | to find an explapation fo_rany ridi-
n-| culous pction performed by Ger-
formation concerning the deal toI mans in’the x;,.g!;,faw Xeans:, .,

paper, appeared a letter signed by
C. T, Kerguson, in which he reviews
the subject of the Telephone Com-
pany’s application to the Govern-
ment for ti.» uxtension of certain
rights and privilege and setting
forth his reasons w v the rights
asked for shoulg be withheld,

i+ Mr. Ferguson is already aware
that the contentions he enumerates
have been the subject of consider-
able correspondence ‘between the
Goverument and the Company.
However, we have no objection to
again stating our side of the case,
particularly with regard to the sale
of Supplies.

Mr. ¥erguson complains that the
Rural Companies are compelled to
purchase their apparatus and sup-
plies from the Telephone Company
of P. E, Island, and are therefore,
subjected to an exorbitant profit
exacted by that Company,

In 1906 when an ameundment to
the Talephone Company's Act of
Incerporation  was passed, pre-
mitting persons other than ‘the
Telephone Company. to build and
operate lineg on rcads not travers-
Iy the lines of tie Telephone Com-
pany of Prince Kdwarq Island, con-
sideration was very properly given
to the standard of the apparatus
persons starting telephone lines,
and attempting to supply - service
with cheap and inferior equipment,
which, when connected with the
lines of the parent Company would
tend to materially lower the stan-
dard of service in this province.

" The Legislature of that time,
very wisely provided that all priv-
vate, or connecting™lines,: desiring
connection with our system, should
use apparatus and equipment equal

to the standard of the apparatus
tand equipmert used by the Tele-
,bhone Compuuy. In order to carry
out these intenttons, and with a

service up to the highest possible
standard. the Telephone Company
has sold to connecting companies,
the same type of instrumehts and
apparatus as is used on their own
lines, at COST, plus freight nad
handling charges. 'We have never
expected, nor made any profit from |
the supply end of the business, and |
we have, ag various times, suggest-
ed to the manufaicturers that they
handle this business direct.

The conirol of the indiscriminate
use of all kinds of apparatus, which
would have connection with our
system; has been the main object
In view, and not that we desire
any imonopoly. in selling apparatus

and ‘other equipment.
In view of the feeling by some of
theé connecting companies, as ex-

view to keeping the quality of the |’

pressed in Mr. Fergnson's letter,
that the 7'elephone Company is
making an exorbitant profit out of
their supply business, theDirectors
of our Company have decided to
discontinue the sale of supplies
alter’ this date. Connecting Line
offigers can, therefore, purchase
apparatus and materials in any
market they may - choose; but we
must still insist that such mater-
ials shall be equal in transmission
requirements to those in use by
our Company, If outside competent
authority is desired to give an op-
inion as to the quality of any ap-
paratus ag compared to the stan-
aard adopted by owr (Company, no

doubt arrangements can be made
with the Blectrical  experts of the
Nova Scotia Technical College, or
McGill University, to give expert

and disinterested opinion as to the

relative tranmission values, etc., of

any apparatus submitted to them
for expert comparison,

I am ISir etc. |

THE TELKPHONE COMPANY OF

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

Sir:—Mr. C. T. Ferguson's let:
ter re the telephone octopus in
your issue of the . 26th, is timely
and very much to the point.

The members of our Legislature
should see that this matter Is
thoroughly investigated, not only
that but insist on it and see that
no extension, no further subsidy
or increase of rates he allowe‘(l
until such time as the P. E. I. Te:
lephone Company give the people
of this province a service in some
measure up to date.

Regarding the city and town
service; I have nothing to say; it
may or, may not be up to the

Continued On Page Twelve.
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