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from Przemysl; Warsaw is threatened, and the Russian
invasion of East Prussia, if not halted, is apparently mak-
ing no substantial progress. The Austrians, crushed be-
yond hope of recovery in the Petrograd dispatches, seem
to have developed an extraordinarp recuperative power,
which suggests that their telegraphic demoralization has
been somewhat exaggerated. g

Critical as the situation is, there is no sign that the
Allies are losing heart. If they have inflicted no decisive
def on the enemy, the latter has been prevented from
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A FORMIDABLE, BRUTAL FOE

In Sir John French's recent report of the progress of the
Allies we find this passage: “The Germans are a formid-
able enemy. Well-trained, long prepared and brave, their
goldiers are carrying on the contest with skill and valour,
Nevertheless, they are fighting to win anyhow, regardless
of all the rules of fair-play, and there is evidence that they
do not hesitate at anything in order to gain victory. A
large number of the tales of their misbehaviour are exag-
gerations, and some of the stringent precautions they
have taken to guard themselves against the inhabitants of
the areas traversed are possibly justifiable measures of
war. But, at the same time"” and this should be particu-
larly noted, “it has been definitely established that they
have committed atrocities on many occasions, and they
have been guilty of brutal conduct.”

This is the cool, considered report of a soldier accustom-
ed to weigh his words. While discounting exaggerations,
he still deliberately asserts that the Germans are fighting
unfairly and do not hesitate “at anything” to win a victory.
'hey have committed atrocities on many occasions—on
ithe peasantry of Belgium, in the destruction of Louvain,
the devastation of Rheims, and the sacking of Malines—
and they have been guilty of*brutal conduct,”as witness the
specific instances given in the letter of the Rev. Mr. Styles
in the Guardian the other day. The Germans believe the
the “end justifies the means’'—the end in their case being
the supremacy of the “ blond wild beasts.”

Still, General French does not underestimate his foe.
They are a tformidable enemy, well-‘trained, long prepared,
and brave, and it is necessary to have a well-prepared
and brave army to beat them at their own game. The
British authorities recognize this and are laying their
plans accordingly. Lord Kitchener, we are told, is “taking
the best of the German system and adding it to the bhest of
our own,” and before very long we shall see the bene-
ficent effects in the progress of the campaign in the north-
east of I'rance.

THE POTATO EMBARGO

In view of the efforts of certain commentators in ex-
pounding the United States potato embargo measfire, it
is quite possible for misunderstandings to arise. In this,
as in all other matters, those interested should be guided
by “the law and the testimony " rather than by the inter-
pretation of designing, interested or innocent exponents.

IPollowing is the formal notice issued by the United
States' Government and forwarded to the different Con-
sulates, It very clearly explains itself:

99

Washington, D.C., Dec. 23, 1913,

Secretary of Agriculture has promulgated a quarantine
forbidding the importation of the common or Irish potato
from the Dominion of Canada, Newfoundland, St Pierre
and Miquelon until such time as it shall have been ascer-
tained to the satistaction of the Department of Agriculture
that the country or locality from which potatoes offered for
import is free from the powdery scab and black wart
diseases. Qaurantine effective Dec. 24; but potatoes loaded
up to Dec. 23rd inclusive, as shown by Consular invoices,
will be permitted entry up to and including January 15th
1914,
JOHN BASSETT MOORE.

Acting Secretary of State.

(Signed)

The idea of sending inspectors to * indicate the fields
which are free from the scab and grant certificates accord-
ingly,” with a view to satisfying the United States Govern-
ment, is too childish to require any comment. It is quite
within the possibilities that when this province can pre-
sent a clean bill of health, as a province, our potatoes may
be admitted to the United States market, unless the Aroos-
took potato-growers find another reason for excluding us.
In the meantime what we should concern ourselves with
is to get rid of the disease, and not waste any time in
trying to get ingpectors to visit our fields with a view to
granting certificates. The embargo is against Canadian,
Newfoundland and St Pierre potatoes. The dry-rot or
powdery scab may or may not be a very serious malady
and we should do our best to get clear of it, but what
we are up against is the fact that the United States potato-
growers do not want our potatoes, with or without the
powdery scab. 7

VIEWED FROM OUTSIDE

It is interesting and often instructive to keep watch
upon outside opinion. In the war situation we have been
guided largely by reports, often friendly and therefore
perhaps not independent. Regarding the result of the
terrible and continuous battle raging for the past three
weeks in Northern France and in Belgium we have had
the optimistic views of friendly war correspondents and
the somewhat vague reports of the war offices. The fol-
lowing is the opinion formed of the situation by the
usually well-informed Brooklyn Eagle:

The Allies are entering upon a period which may prove
even more trying than that following the retreat from
Cambrai and Mons. In possession of Antwerp, relieved
of all danger from a flank attack by the Belgian Army,
needing only skeletonized columns to protect their lines
of communication, the Germans are able to cencentrate
almost their entire available fighting strength in the west
in one stupendous effort to break the Allied lines. Their
prime objective at the present moment appears to be the
capture of the little corner of Belgium still outside their
sphere and including Ostend; but it is certain that they
will not relax their efforts to pierce the French position

in the center, or at Verdun, or Belfort, against which some
of the huge siege guns used against Antwerp are now be-

- ing moved. To répel these efforts will require all the
~men, all the skill and all the courage the Allies can mus-
ter. The. taek ' ding the German advance from
Ine 8 on the one hand and from
8w test of the war,

inflicting a decisive defeat upon them. They have to their
credit the frustration of the German plan for an irresist-
ible drive toward Paris, which was intended to lay
France prostrate and force ‘her to an early surrender.
The history of England and Russia shows that the tenaci-
ous qualities of both are stimulated rather than impaired
by reverses. France has not yet begun to exhaust her
resources. All three countries have settled down to the
conviction that the war will be a long one, but that victory
in the end will rest with their arms. They know' that
German success could mean nothing but the creation of
an all-powerful confederacy, subordinating Austria and
Italy, absorbing Beigium, probably absorbing Holland and
Denmark and subjecting every development of Continen-
tal politics to the supervision of Berlin. That is an ap-
prehension which compels the Allies to employ' their
greater resources in men and money to the very limit.

WARM WORDS FOR CANADA

The arrival in England of the Canadian contingent was
the theme of many tributes by the British press. The
Motherland is unquestionably deeply moved by Canada's
magnificent support in the struggle.

The Ministerial ‘““Westminster Gazette” says:—

“This, indeed, is a magnificent contribution to the Im-
perial army now at work in Europe. We in the Mother-
land are deeply conscious of the splendid loyalty which
Cgnadians, like all kinds of people overseas, have displayed
at this critical time. A good many Canadian farmers find
it difficult to leave their farms for the front. They may
rest assured that by staying in Canada and growing wheat
for us for 1915, they will perform a very real service to
the Empire.”

The “Evaening Standard’ says:—

“They are a fine body of men.. They represent the best
manhood of Canada. They are well fitted to uphold the
honour and dignity of the Empire, and they are enthusias-
tic in their desire to participate in a great world fight for
the liberty and sanctity of treaties, and determined to do
whatever the British military authorities ask in the
thorough business-like way characteristic of them.”

The London “Star” recalls that the troops have had no
severe training, but will now get it soon, and be equal to
the hardships of actual warrare. *‘Many are either athletes
or have followed pursuits which harden the muscles and
make them at the outset as fit as seasoned soldiers,” it
says. “They expect to be in the field themselves, and they
would consider it would hardly be fair to be sent 3,000
miles just to do garrison duty for the British.”

The London “Morning Post,” one of the most influential
papers in the United Kingdom, says:—

“The patriotism of the Dominions in placing their food
supplies at our disposal at a time of crisis suggests a
policy of mutual trade benefit in the future. Australia,
which, in common with the other Dominions, has long
given the United Kingdom a trade preference, is now con-
sidering how to ensure, by force, if necessary, that its
supplies of food are placed at the disposal of the Mother
Country before all competitors. A Commission, which
has been considering ways and means of effecting this
object, has made certain practical proposals to this end.
In the same way Canada and New Zealand have displayed
a most filial desire to secure for this country a constant
and abundant supply of food. Friends in need are friends
indeed. When peace once more dawns in the world these
gracious and kindly acts 2r: uwot likely to ne forgotten by
the British people.”

The “Manchester Guardian,” dealing with Canada’s aid,
says:—

“The cry against emigration in this country must
forever silenced, now that we have seen our own emigrants
stand by the Old Country when their help is needed; how
they shower gifts upon the home government, the army
and the navy; how they rush to enlist to fight for the
Empire as eagerly as any home-staying citizens, and com-
paratively in far larger numbers.”

GERMANY'S MISTAKE

In following the Pagan philosophy of Nietzsche and at-
tempting to conquer the world by brute force, Germany
is running counter to all the principles which have stood
the test of two thousand years. Perhaps, this is best il-
lustrated by Milton—a sadly neglected poet nowadays, alas!
who in his “Paradise Regained” tells us:—

“They err who count it glorious to subdue,

By conquest far and wide, to overrun

Large countries, and in field great battles win,
Great cities by assault; what do these worthies,
But rob and spoil, burn, slaughter and enslave
Peaceable nations, neighboring or remote,

Made captive, yet deserving freedom more
Than those their conquerors, who leave behind
Nothing but ruin whereso’er they rove,

And all the flourishing works of peace destroy,
Then swell with pride, and must be titled gods,
Great benefactors of mankind, deliverers,
Worshipp’d with temple, priest and sacrifice;
One is the son of Jove, of Mars the other;

Till conqueror Death discover them scarce men,
Rolling in brutish vices, and deform’d,

Violent or shameful death their due reward.
But if there be in glory aught of good,

It may by means far different be obtain'd
Without ambition, war or violence;

By deeds ot peace, by wisdom eminent,

By patience, temperance.”

be

This so graphically depicts the present situation that
nothing need he added by way of comment,

NOTES

Germany is not only straining every nerve in the field of
actual warfare, but her emissaries are carrying on an
active and well directed campaign in all countries to
arouse sympathy for her cause. Unfortunately for Ger-
man contentions, however, the records showing the causes
of this war are open to the world to read, and the stories
of German atrocities in Belgium cannot be suppressed,
German attempts to arouse sympathy will end in failure,
Just as her attempt to achieve world domination will re-
sult in utter defeat.

~

Ypres is a famous linen-making town of some 20,000
people. The English word “diaper” is a corruption of
the French “d’Ypres”' (“of Ypres”). It possesses some
famous buildings, notably a cloth-hall and a cathedral,
both built in the 13th century. One wonders if the can-
non will spare them. More notable art treasures in archi-
tecture have been destroyed by the Kaiser in this Bel-
gian adventure than the whole of Germany can - show.
| The Kaiser said his heart bled for ain. 1€ 1§

for Ypres, Mxnb.m 7

VISCOUNT BRUCE
DEFENTS WAR
FOR TREATIES

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)

er as well as in that Jater form which
has overspread theé world.

The Greeks were a small people,
not united in one great State, but
scattered over coasts and among hills
in petty city communities, each with
its own life. Slender in numbers, hut
eager, versatile, and intense, they
gave us the richest, most varied, and
most stimulating of ‘all literatures.

When poetry and art reappeared af-
tel the long night of the Dark Ages,
their most splendid blossoms fowered
in the small republics of Italy.

In modern Europe what do we not
owe to little Switzerland, lighting the
torch of freedom 600 years ago and
keeping it alight thwough all the cen-
turies when despoti¢c mmonarchies held
the rest of the Kuropean Continent?
And what to free Holland, with her
great men of learning and her paint-
ers surpassing those of all other coun-
tries save Italy? 1

So the small Scandinavian nations
have given to the world famous men
of science, from Linnaeus downward;
poets like  Madvig; doubtless ex-
plorers like Fridtjof Nansen.
England had in the age of Shakes-
peare, Bacon and Milton a population
little larger than that of Bulgaria to-
day. The United Stdtes in the days
of Washington and Franklin and ,Jef-
ferson and Hamilton and Marshall
counted fewer inhabitants than Den-
mark or Greece. In the most bril
liant generations of  German litera-
ture and thought, the age of Kant
and Lessing and Goethe, of Hegel
and Schiller and Fichte, there was
no real German State at all, but a
cox}g‘eries of principalities and free
cities—independent centres of intel-
lectual life in which letters and sci-
ence produced a richer crop than the
two succeeding generations have
raised just as Great Britain also,
with eight times the population of
the year 1600, has had no  more
Shakespeares or Miltons.

Culture Decayed in Imperial Rome

No fiction is more palpably con-
tradicted by history than that gelied
on by the school to which Gen von
Bernhardi belongs—that culture, lit
erary, scientific and artistic, flourishes
best in great military states. The de-
cay of art and literature in the Roman
world began just, when Rome's mili-
tary power had made that world one
g!'eat and ordered state. The opposite
view would be much nearer the truth
though one must admit that no gen-
eral theory regarding the relations
of art and letters to governments and
political conditions has ever yet been
proved to be sound.

(Note—Gen von Bernhardi's know-
ledge of current history ma¥ be esti-
mated by the fact that he assumes
(1) that trade rivalry makes war
probable between Great Britain and
the United States; (2) that he believes
that the Indian princes and peaples
are likely to revolt against Great
Britain should she be involved-in war,
and (3) that he expects her self-gqv-
erning colonies to take such an op-
portunity of severing their connec
tion with her.)

The world is already too uniform
and is becoming more uniform every
day. A few leading languages, a few
forms of civilization, & few types of
character, are spreading out from the
seven or eight greatest States and
extinguishing weaker languages,
forms, and types. Although great
States are stronger and more popu-
lous their peoples are not necessarily
more gifted, and the extinction of the
minor languages and types would be
a misfortune for the world's future
development,

We may not be able to arrest the
forces which seem to be making for
that extinction, but we certainly
ought not to strengthen them. Rather
we ought to maintain and defend the
smaller States and to favor the rise
and growth of new peoples. Not.
merely because they were delivered
from the tyranny of Sultans like
Abdul Hamid did the intellect . of
Europe welcome the successively won
liberations of Greece, Servia, Bul-
garia, and Montenegro; it was also in
the hope that those countries would
in time develop out of their present
crude conditions new types of culture,
;l.l[‘w centres of productive intellectual

ife. ) y

Gen von Bernhardi invokes history
as 'the ultimate court of appeal. He
appeals to Caesar; to Caesar let him
go. “Die Weltgeschichte ist das Weit-
gericht (World' history’is world tri-
bunal.””) History declares that no na-
tion, however great, is entitled to try,
to impose its type of civilization on
others. No race, not even the Teu-
tonic or Anglo Saxon, is entitled to
claim ~the leadership  of . humanity.
Ilach people has in its time coniri-
buted something that was distinctive-
ly its own, and the world is far richer
thereby than if any one race, however
gifted, had established its permanent
ascendeneys s o0

We of the Anglo-Saxon race do not
claim for ourselves, any more than
we admit in others, any right to
‘«dominate by force -or to .impose our
own type of . clvilization  on less
powerful races. Perhaps we have not
that assured conviction of its superior-
ity which the séhool of Gen. von Bern-
hardi expresged for Teutons of North
Germany. We know how much we
owe, even within our own lslands, to
the Celtic race; and, though we must
admit that the peoples of Anglo-Saxon
stock, have, like others, made some
mistakes and sometimes abused their
strength, ket it be remembered what
have been the latest acts they have
done abroad.

Praised American Altruism

The United States have twice with-
drawn their troops from Cuba, which
they could easily have retained; they
have resisted all temptations to annex
any part of the territories of Mexico,
in which the lives and property of
their citizens were for three years in
tonstant danger. So Great Britain also
six years ago restored the amplest self-
government to two South African re-
publics, having already agreed to the
maintenance on equal terms of the

Dutch language; and the citizens of
those republics, wh were in arms
against her thirteen’ye ago have
now spontaneously co forward to
ort her by arms uu nr.t& allant

‘ho t ) i (-] n .

why

. ness is of the soul, not of the body. In
 the judgment which history will here-

the Pr?é s of Tndia have’ iﬂged 80
promptly ‘and'heartily to Great Britain’
in this war is because for-many years
past we have avoided annexing the
territories of those Princes allowing
them to adopt heirs when the suc-
cessors of their own families failed,
and leaving to them as much as pos-
sible of the ordinary functions of gov-
ernment.

Service the Test of Greatness

It is only vulgar minds that 'mis-
takes bigness for greatness; for great-

after pass upon the forty centuries of
recorded progress toward ciyilization
that now lie behind us, what are the
tests it will apply to determine the
true greatness of a people? Not popu-
lation, not territory, not wealth, not
military power; rather will history
ask what examples of lofty character
and unselfish devotion to honor and
duty has a people given? What has it
done to increase the volume of knowl-
edge? What thoughts and what ideals
nt"nermanent value and unexhausted
fertility has it bequeathed to mankind ?
What works has it produced in poetry,
music, and other arts to be an unfail-
ing source of enjoyment to posterity?
The small peoples need not fear the
application of such tests.

The world advances, not, as the
‘Bernhardi school supposes, only or
even mainly by fighting; it advances
mainly by thinking and by the pro-
cess of reciprocal teaching and learn-
ing; by the continuous and uncon-
scious co-operation of all its strong-
est and finest minds. Each race—Hel-
lenie, Italic, Celtic, Teutonic, Iberian,
Slavonic—has something to give,each
something to learn; and when their
blood is blonded the mixed stocks may
combine gifts of both. Most progres-
sive races have been those who com-
bined willingness to learn with
strength, which enabled them to re-
ceive without loss to their own qual-
ity, retaining their primal vigor, but
entering into the labors of others, as
the Teutons who settled within the
dominions of Rome profited by the
lessons of the old civilization.

Let me disclaim once more before
I close any intention to attribute to
the German people the principles set
forth by the school of Treitschke and
Bernhardl —the school which teaches
hatred of peace and arbitration, dis-|’
regard of treaty obligations scorn for
weaker peoples. We in England would
feel even deeper sadness than weighs
upon us now if we could suppose
that such principles had been em-
braced by the nation whose thinkers
have done so much for human pro-
gress and who have produced so many
shining examples of Christian saintli-
ness; but when those principles have
been ostentatiously proclaimed, when
a peaceful neutral country which the
other belligerent had solemnly . and
repeatedly undertaken to respect has
been treated, and when attempts
are made to justify these deeds as in-
cidental to a campaign for civilization
and culture, it becomes necessary to
point out how untrue and how per-
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nicious such principles are.
Most Wars Needless and Unjust

What are the teachings of history
to which Gen. Bernhardi is fond of
appealing ? That war has been the
constant handmaid of tyranny and
the source of more than half the
miseries of man; that, although some
wars have been necessary and have
given occasion for a display of splen-
did heroism—wars of defence againsf
uggression or to succor the oppressed A
—most wars have been neediess or
unjust; that the mark of an advanc-
ing civilization has been the substitu-
tion of friendship for hatred and of
peaceful for warlike ideals; that small
pedbplés have done and can do as
much for the common good of hu-
manity as large peoples; that treaties
must be observed (for what are they
but records of natural faith, solemn-
ly pledged,- and what could bring
mankind more surely and swiftly back
to that reign of violence and terror
from which it has been slowly ris-'
ing for the last ten centuries than
the destruction of trust in the plight-
ed faith of nations.

No event has brought out that es-
sential unity which now exists in the
world 80 forcibly as this war has
done, for an event has ever so af-
fected every part of the world, Four
continents are involved, the whole of
the Oid World, and the New World
suffers grievously in its trade, indus-
try and finance. Thus the whole
world is interested in preventing the
recurrence of such a calamity, and
there is a general feeling throughout
the world that the causes which have
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brought it upon us must be removed.

We ara tgld that armameantg mueat
be reduced; that the baleful spirit
of militarism must be quenchned; chat
peoples must everywhere be admitted
to- a fuller share in the centre of
foreign policy; that efforts must be
made to establish a sort of leagues
of concord—some system of interna-
tional relations and reciprocal peace
alliances by which weaker nations
may be protected and under which
differences between nations may be
adjusted by courts of arbitration and
conciliation of wider scope than those
that now exist,

All these things are desirable, but
no scheme for preventing future wars
will have any chance of success un-
less it rests upon the assurance that
the States which enter into it will
loyally and steadfastly abide by  it,
and that each and all of them will
join in coercing by their overwhelming
united strength any State whicn
may disregard obligations it has un-
dertaken. The faith of treaties isthe
only solid foundation on which the
temple of peace can be built up,
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