N New 'quk State 22,0001 women are
busy testing a wondcrful antidote for
! drudgery. :
‘They are wives and daughters of farmers,
qnd they form the biggest woman's club in the
world, with one exception—over in Canada
120,000 women are doing the same thing.
| " Nowhere is the ordinary drudgery of wo-
man's wark so galling and oppressive as on
the farm. It is about the only companion, of
many women during the day.'

50 these 22,000 farm women of New
(York have organized themselves into a gigan-
tic club ‘to get a strangle hold on the demon
dridgery. "‘We propose no:longer to do un-
necessqry work,” they declare; “we are' going
to cultivate ourselves, to study closely those
subjects touching the home life, and to evjgy
our ?Iu‘ ;f pleasant socialtintercourse.” .

\
i h“m way:

1VE years ago a reading course for the w!ves‘; and
daughters of farmers was started by the New
" ‘York State College of Agriculture at Cornell Uni-
i . versity, ]

This /{s. what has grown into:the present club of
$2,000 tembers. In every part of the ntate the mem=
bership extends,

While the general course of reading is the/same for
al], the various-local sections may arrange;programs
of their own for their regular weekly or'bi-weekly
meetings—held from middle falll to spring.

Toplos range from the destruction o: fleas to the
making of jellies; from the artistic decoratton of the
fhome to the nutritive values of foods; from. studies ot
pictures of Psyche and statues of Diana to/ considera-
tions of the dangers of bacteria in improper methods
ot dusting.

And the club is s sucoess. A huge success. Just
as the men learn what to feed and how to care for
their cattle at the farmers’ institutes, 8o the women
jearn how to care for the home .and what to cook
for their. famfilies,

“We're not only going to learn how to cook, how-
ever, but what to read,” the women declare, ‘We're
not only going to learn how to mise chickens and
embroider and make extra money. on the farm, but
we're golng to study art and theégreat masterpleces
of famous painters.”

Now, were you to take a peep into the village
schoolhouse near Williamsville, on the road from Buf-
falo, someé evening this fall, you'd probably receive
quite a surprise
; The*Auld Lang Syno Reading: Club is one of the
oldest ot its kind in New York. It was founded in
1809, The leader then was tho school teacher, and
tHe members were former pupils who had passed from
echool into hustling everyday life.

They decided to continue their studies, and today
the club is one of the banner organizations taking
the Cornell reading course.

Suppose we take a peep at one of tha tall meetings,
The presjdent makes an address, bright and witty, and
then & member talks on how tho 8
was spent. Then current events are discussed.

‘11 WIDE RANGE OF SUBJECTS

{Blippose we drop in at the next mieting—thero I8
. talkt on baking, and a history of the Niagara, from
dake to lake, s read,

At the next meeting there is an interesting paper
on Yongtellow and a reading of “The Mayflower's
Pagsengers.” “How and When to Rest” 1s a vital sub-
Y “*t gl_xo next meeting, and there is an open dis-
cqﬂs n on “What to Do When Unexpected Company
Col

What {s most pleasant is the soclal epiri!
prevails; At the close of every meeting the members
pass around the room shaking hands with one an-

other, all singing: by

i . here's & h n;!. my trusty triend, | 3
A0 SR

" .In Canada women's institutes have been In exlst-
encé for elght years. The organigation In New York
| was started about five years ago. The farmers’ insti-
tutes for men had been In existence for more than
twenty-five years,
But this work did not
within doors. Why not an
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there might be padding of the llats, Miss Van Rens-

selaer, the director, aholighed the membership, then
‘wrote and asked all who wlyhed to contihua the course
to ;e;xew thelr applications, {
ey did, and

Phdiia (R ki the number, roge to 22,000, It is still

The ‘members are confined to women living { Q
York state. The courses of instructions qreuglcef' |:
pamphlets issued monthly from November to Murch.
The nelghborhood clubs are for dlstricts of a radlus
of from ten to fiftcen miles. [Throughaut the winter
megdtings are held every two weeks at homes of tho
members vghen the current !ub!yut! are dlscussed.

Dinner is a feature of the meetings. Naturally,
this conduces to a more happy.gocial dtmosphere. It
18 the rule that a hosteas shall supply 'tea, sugar,
oream, butter and potatoes ‘and the giects other ar-
tloles of food. Whon the meetings ate held in the
evenings the farmers as well a8 the wives and daugh-
ters attend. ¥

“It seems to be one of the tendenpgies of our age,
on tho farm as well as in{the city, ta train children
to leave home rather than remain fn’ it sald Mi~a
Van Rensselaer, recently, “Qirls are trained to become
teachers, stenographers or for one. of the professlons
Why shouldn’t our girls be; trained for homekeepors?"

Why not, since home {8 womaf'as realm, her true
domain? § i 4

DISCUSSION I8 STIMULATED

“And so we are doing it lﬁ New York,” cc'ntlnne';l

. the young woman. “With the pamphlets, which om:

brace every tople of Interest, we send out dtlcuungon
papers. On these. the readers are requested.to give
their ideas on varlous toplcs, and relate thelr ex-
periences. When they desire further information ‘on
any subject we send it to them.”

The varlety of toples treated in the pamphlets
is fairly amazing. These aro discussed at the moet-
ings of the various clubs.

One of the earlicst toplca was, {‘Saving Steps. Tt

took up' the question of how a Housewlfejcould con-

serve her strength-and*prevent a waste of ¢rost.

Instead of going to the pump, suggestlons were
made for bringing Wwateér into the kitchen; Inetead of
carrying dishwater from the kitchen, it was expln‘lnod
,h:w a tile drain could be run from the sink at a cost
of $4.

A window cupbogird, one of the suggestions 'for
winter, consisted of a drygoods box outside a window,
By keeping food in this it was explained that a house-
wife need not go to the cellar so often. A compact
and clever arrangement or utencils was suggcested,
and various kitchen conveniendes explained.

Naturally, the subject of  nutritlon came In for a
good deal of attentlon. What shall a wife feed Ler
husband and children? {s surely a mcre important
question than What shall a man feed his hofses and
pigs? Yet until the women's clubs took it up, few
women pald any atténtion to the matter.

From diccussion on the relative yalue of foods the
housewives learned what to feed child“en &nd varfous
foods required by persons undertaking varlous occu-
pations, ‘

They learned the value of the elements of food,

of protein, fats, carbohydrates. They <were instructed
in the proportion of these elements’ in various foods.
There were discussions on what to pit in the lunch
boxes of the men and children.

Many of the clubs subscribed to travcling libraries
eent out from the state library. Books on home eco-

' nomics, blography, fletlon and poetry were included,

and were secured at a rate of 10 for $1, 26 for $2,

60 for $3 and so on

The discussions also toolt up the carning and prd-
gserving of trults; the danger8 of sending dangerous
bacteria into dough and jellies by injudicious dusting;

how to rid houres of fleas, roaches and bedbugs, and

the decoration of the homes.

There were literary evenings, and evenings de-
voted to art, when famous pictures weie studied and
discussed. The subject of farin industries, the rals-
ing of chickens and squabg, the keeping of dairles,
the caring for bees and weaving were taken up, and
women were told haw to make money in their spare
hours.

“l recelve many Interesting letters,™ eaid Miss Van
Rensselaer. "“Sometimes they come as personal let-
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ters, but oftener as an-
swers to the questions on
the discussion papers.
“Letters on home Indus-
tries were particularly sat-
{sfactory. One farmer's wife
money by

makes ~xtra

hatehing chickens in her in-
cubator at 3% cei)s for
cyery chicken twenty-four
hours  old. One weaves

rugs and recelves 5 cents to
$1.50 aplece.

“One has a greenhouse
and ralses winter vegeta-
bles; some ralse herbs and
others make extra money

by knitting .and embroidery."

The school is a subject of vital interest to the women
of the clubs. How to beautify: the school, brighten the
interfor and make {t pleasant Is & topic of unfalling

Interest. . :
Traveling throngh New York state, a stranger might
be surprised at tie numnuer of brightly painted s¢hool-

ed,

on remod

)¢

houses. In many places oid ho

flow»ry planted near the bull vines planted
along the sides.
All the work of these woiien's clubs,
g the winter lecty

As often as possible ~u
are .sent from Cornell to 1ress
varfous clubs at their meetl

A scrles of women's initl

the members of

tutes are held each fall

\
NEW uso has been found for the humble
corncob and the pile of ctraw in field or
barnyard.

Experiment has revealed a method of
transfor.iing the corncob into a coke that is hot-
ter]by far than that obtained from Pennsylvania
coal.
The straw piloe and the cornstalk have been
found to possess more gas-producing power than
the celebrated Youghiogheny or Pittsburg gas coal,
used the country over as a source of supply for
illuminants.

CLEVELAND chemist, backed by wealthy east-
A ern capitallsts and operating an experimental
plant at Beatrice, Neb, has proved the com-
mercial value of an invéntion of J. Russall
Coutts. As a result, the problem ot getting cheap
gas In o reglon hundreds ot milés from coal mines
has been practically solved. d L3
The plant nt Beatricd’ manutactiires and aells gas
at §1.18 s}houngi_h ffpt. _Previous to its e.n!!.ry. gas
brought §3 & thouomg teet. There are a hundred or
mote cities In the @rain belt, between the Oult" and
Canadn, where similar reductions In gas will *tollow
the introduction of the new process. -
it was Mr. Coutts' Itnlte loye of a bonfire that in-
alfeotly 1ea him to make what gas men say le certain
to revolutionize the industry in thosq sectlons remote
¢rom the gas cosl supply, and adjacent to the wheat
and corn belt. 3 s s AN

Bomething. ov"‘lj”‘ir"m Mr, Coutts. was v‘lmt.lgg.

a friend In Canads

{ ;fﬁ{,"}}“ owned. & Bh;r&‘u}:n,

Ho had just, complst shing, ana | stack
o At ForalRgl NAd 5o DrENoY’ 1§ ustined
the expense of; 1 and 7\‘,{""_‘@ . R

the usual custom of RL Y,
Mr. Coutta Was the Job ot leht
stack. He was it the apportunily
that jmmediately e the bu k
tamiliar blue flame: His nostrils w i
&. sickly swest fumes of carbon monoxide, a constita-

and Gas From Corn Coby.

The more he thought about it and the more he
experimented the more evident it became that he had
found eomething valuablée. Being such a simple propo-
sition, however, he feared that possibly it was an old
idea, abandoned before his day.

Business called him to England within a short
time, and there he put in several months delving in
the sclentific 1ibraries of Oxford and Cambridge.
Thorp, t_he great Englieh chemist, to whom he made
known his mission, assuréd him that it was something
new.'

Returning to America, he consulted with Dr. Chand:
ler, ot Columbla, one of the greatest agricultural
chomfats. Chandler declared at once that Coutts had
hit u;pon something valuable, and in his enthusiasm he
nldeq in  making elaborate laboratory . tests. They
provgd to be successful.

Mr. Coutts lald before capitalists of Clevcldhd his
discoveries. They teated it In a puburban gas plant with
wonderful success. Then they gave him $100,000, and told
him to make an experiment upon a large scale, and
under . such conditions as would prove on disprove its
commeroial value. ‘ ; ]

Manifestly, as straw, cobs and cornstalks were to
be employed. as fuel, It was advisable to get into the
center of the grain belt. This led to the selection of
Nebraska as the scene of experiment.

COST MUCH LESS THAN COAL

In the middle West it costs In the neighborhood
of $ or $6.a ton for gas coal.  The cobs and straw
from which the new gas is made can be secured for
from 80 to 40 cents a ton. Most of this material s
dlassed by, tarmers a8 refuse, and the greater, portion

is burned simply to get it out of the way. Mr.

‘says.that in the trans-Miesissippi region mill-
fone of tons go up In smoke that might just as well
bé turned into gas, A < H ¢

Gramineous gas 18 the sclentific name for the prod-
uot. In common parlance, It {s corn gas. process
ot utacture 1s simple. Practically the same,appa~

of shoveling
:x" oe cobs ara dumped in. At the beginning the re-
was with coal,

ent of water gas. i oA Dbl CEL ey hiy A i
‘Then the great {dea came. Why was it not.| _ heated 7
to produce .n._...'!'.:.u... &2 (o atraw. - - found ta Droduce & hetter coke, the use-of cosl has

been discontinued.

When the retorts get well heatea the gas s thrown
off, collected, purified and placed in reservoirs or
holders,

Thirty per cent. of the original welght of the
straw, cobs or stalks remains after the gas is extract-
od, and this {s used to heat the benchep or feed the
bollers. This {8 about enough raw material to make
the process self-containing, and eliminates any neces-
sity for coal.

The original material is easily procurable, Within
a radius of twenty-five miles, in the grain belt, there
1s cnough of it ready at hand to supply a halt miilion
or trore feet of gas o day. A ton of the cobs or straw
will proiice 16,000 cublo feet of gns. A ton of Piltts-
burg coal can eke out but 10,000 feet.

In heating power the corn gas runs as high as
660 British thermal units without enrichment, while
ordinary 'gus is & hundred units less, The new gas
oan be produced, If the Inventors aro to be belleved,
at a cost that will make it possible to control the
industry within reasonable distance ef the cob and
straw supply.

In truth, they could eell gas for 60 cents a thou-
sand, and make all kinds of money. The cost s al-
most as low as natural gas where the latter has to be
piped any considerable distance.

Wheat in the West 1s now very generally threshed
out in’ the open. The thresher goes out to the field,
along with the reaper, and separates the graln from
the chaff, right on the spot. The straw is tossed oft to
one Bide In big piles by a column of air, operated
through a stacker pipe. ;

Under the new process the gas company's baler will
come along, compress the straw Into small bales, and
make it ready for the farmer to baul to town and get
his money. Twenty tons of it can be put In the ordi-
nary car, so effective is the baling process.

Owners of the Coutts patents have secured fran«
chises for gas plants In western Canada and the “Da-

kotas In a dosen or more citles. They propose to ereot.

others just as fast ad they can.

Sl bear [ember: By amd bye.

under the direction of the New York State Depart-
ment of Agriculture and, the New York State College
of Agriculture at Cornell University.” Instifutes have
been held at Akron, Erfe county; Webster, Monroa
county; Hannibal, Oswego county; Clifton Park, Sara-
toga county, and Rhinebeck, Dutchess county. At the
institutes there are musical entertainments, the read-
ing of papers and exhibitions of home work.

These exhibitions include embroidery, painting,
candled fruit, rugs, bed quilts, sofa cushions, house
plants, etc. At Clifton Park there were sixty-seven
entries, and this despite the fact that no prizes were
offered.

COURSE IN HOUSEHOLD SCIENCE

Besides this, a winter course in home economics
has been prepared in the extension aepartment at
Cornell University. For several years the College of

Agriculture provided a tor course for men.

In 1906 a course for women was prepared. The
course heglns in- January and ends in March., Tultion
Is free to all residents of New York state. The course

Includes
hyg
hold bacteriolag

lvetures on practical physfology and personal
‘ uf ¢ide of laundry work, house-
s and cooking, houschold art
iuent and farm home industries.
The most o1 ent women teichers of domestic sclence
1ty A coted to give the lectures,
voren who have taken this course,”
1 M V. ilensselaer, “have proved them-
¢ly valuable in organizing and directing

and houschold iunnes

in

declaore

selves purt
study clubs ! heir neighborhoods. It seems wonderful
how much woman can learn in a few weeks."

In Ontario, Can., alone, there are 500 women insti-
tutes, They meet once & month and also hold most
important annual meetings. The women at the head
of the New York organization declare that they will
surpass Canada In a short time,

The benefit which women derive from these clubs
{s incalculable. Indeed, one can hardly imagine how
dear these social meetings must be to women, how
they must delight in the exchange of recipes and ex-
periences,

“No money that Canada has ever expended on
agriculture has brought such large returns as that
spent on the women's institutes,” declared the deputy
minister of agriculture at a recent meet!ing of the
women's institute held in Guelph, “because when we
educate the mothers we have educated the whole fam= !
ily of children.” Gy

“Gentlemen Art Dealers’

ARGE fortunes have been mado in recent years by
the *gentlemen art dealers,” wha have become.
more of n feature of London life than American-
millfonaires who have been thelr patrons have'

realized. N

There {8 nothing of the shop or bargain countep
about these exclusive establishments, Without an intros
duction, no one could get into them.

Nevertheless, they are strictly business propositions.’

A rich Amerlcan is invited to dinner at one of these
houses, verything is of the oldest and best, And, Inv
the most delicate manmer possible, he is made to under«
stand that he can buy whatever he admires—china, paints
ings or rare old mahogany furniture.

Wherever there i3 a sale of old art objects, these
“gentlemen dealers” are represented, They pay big
prices, but they get still bigger ones.

O fonally the *Y an dealer’” does not rent a™
blg house. He takes an exclusive apartment, blg enough
to alsplay his wares without ostentation.

Sometimes the visitor 1s so charmed with the appear<
ance of the flat that he buys the furnishings entire. b

In one instance a “gentloman dealdr’’ had arranged’
three dinner parties for succeeding evenings. The first
guest bought out the flat. Bo a4 the second. Likewiso
the third, Only by the hardest kind of work and an'
drmy of servants was it possible t6 refit the flat in a day.

In all such cames the purchaser fs well protected from
fraud. Nove of thw *gentieman dealers” would rek his

eputation salling epusleds act abdeotd, Ay I the case

They not only sssert that they wdll an
are of cheap illuminating gas for the West, but that
they can supply It for power and fuel purposes =0

of Mr, Orrook, (M Bloonwbury, and Basll Digleton, of
Qower strest, who mada big fortunes, the dealers must be

cheaply as to make the ot gesoline-and
sott, conl-impotent or impossible. -

[ d conpolegrurs, upon yk w ‘¢ 1s next to impossible
to imposes v
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