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ANTI-COMMUNISTS TAKE LEAD IN ITALIAN ELECTION

—

Complexfties Of
talian Election
System Explained

sults of the Itallan election emerge
in the next three days, there al-
most certainly will be no absolute
winner.

That could occur only if a single
ticket should win more than 50
per cent of both the Senate and
Chamber of Deputies.

Victory or defeat, therefore, will
depend upon the parties’ relative
standings in the two Houses of
Parliament.

Because the system of electing
Senators Is complex, it may take
several days before the exact com-
position of the Upper House is
known,

The Senate s important—quite
aside from its law-making funce
tlon, we.ch it shares with the
Chamb:x of Deputies—because 1t
must agree with the Chamber on
a president. Tt also may join with
the chamber in granting or with-
holding votes of confidence on
which the life of & Government
depends.

The president, as in many par-
liamentary governments, is prim-
arily a ceremonial figure. He has
one important function—he picks
a leader to form a governmentand
become premier,

Tt is possible, becdise of the
complicated electoral procedurs,
that. . the Communist-dominated

ROME, April 19—(AP)—As re-

Interest Rate On
Annuities Lowered

OTTAWA, April 19 —Labor
Minister Mitchell announced
today a reduction from four
to three per cent in the inter-
est rate the Government al-
"lows on money paid by Can-
adians for purchase of annul-,

es.

He tabled in the Commons
two orders-in-council to put
the change into effect.

He said, “the orders have
changed the rate of interest to
be used in computing the pur-
chase price of annuities from
four to three per cent per an-
num, compounded yearly. In
other words, it is a Teduction
in the rate allowed on money
paid for purchase from four
to three per cent’?

Fur Auction Opens

Popular Democratic “Front. may
win an absolute majority in the
Senate. This would enable the
Communists to block the Cham-
ber's choice of a president.

Watch the Senate returns, there-
fore, to see whether the. Popular
Front wins an absolute majority.
If it does no one can predict the
consequences. - If it..does -not, you
can focus on results in the Cham-
ber- of Deputies.

Resulst of the deputies contests
should be complete by Thursday
‘morning.

Here is where the true measure
of Italy’s opinion about Commun-

(Continued on Page 5§ Col, 6)

Coming'Events

**Play, Tracadle Hall, Wednes-
day April 21st. Dance after.

*Bance In Orwey Hall, 2lst.
music, .,

**Dance in  Walter Connlok’s,

Kinkora, Tuesday night, April 20th.

**Credit Union dance in- Vernon
Hall Friday, April 23. Good music.

**Unloading pressed hay st
Breadalbane Monday and Tuesday.
Walter G. MacKenzie.

**Dance, Flat River Hall
Wednesday, 21st. In aid of
River w, I.

an
Flat

**Rooking orders
and Clover Seeds.
Hunter River,

“Notice: Unloading car mixed
feeds today and Wednesday. G.C.
Green, Emerald,

for ‘Timothy
W. I. Bowman.

\‘Leglon dance Mt. Stewart
Thursday night, April 22, Eastern
Rhythm Boys. \

it \
**Unloading—Monday and. Tues-
day, car cement; also buying pota-
toes and turnips every day. P.J.
Noy, Hunter River,

——

*‘Loading Hogs at Fredericton

for Canada Packers every Thursday

till 11 A. M.°and Colvilie until 2.
D. L. MacDowell.

**Come one, come all to Hamp-
shire three act comedy play “Calm
Yourself” in Brookfield Hall, Tues-
dsy, April 20th, ¢

‘*See Fredericton Players pre-
sent two one-act plays and special-
tles in Predericton Hall Wednes-
dey, April 91,

**Unloading ‘car barley Tuesday

ind Wednesday this week, $275
Bring r

per. owt, bags. Fraser and
Annear Feed Service, Montague.

Sale,
Wednesday, 10 ‘A, M Jonations of
clothin, 114
Prince t. ’ )

LONDON, April 19 — CP) —
Furs valued at £1,260000 ($5,-
000,000) were on sale today as the
Hudson's Bay Company’s spring
auction opened.

IP. C. Party Expects
|Election This Fall,
Leaders Tell Delegates

By D’ARCY O’DONNELL

OTTAWA, April 19 — (CP) —
Top officials of the Progressive
Conservative Party indicated to-
day that they expected a Federal
general election this fall,

In statements to an - opening
wmeeting of the three-day annual
meeting of the Progressive Con-
servative Association of Canada,
the officlals all mentioned elec-
tion possibilities,

John Bracken, Progressive Con-
servative leader, sald that ‘‘sure,
the Prime Minister has denied
there will be a general election
this year, but from past experi-
ence we know that we cannot
trust his word too much.”

A Liberal convention in Aug-
ust would choose a successor to
Prime Minister Mackenzie King.
‘Then it would not be up to Mr.
King to choose the election date.

R.A, Bell, national director of
the Party, said “all our plans
should be on the basis of an elec-
tion this year.”

The. speeches were made at a
closed general fmeeting. Public re-
lations officers issued brief sum-
maries of the statements to news-
paper men. Similar summaries
are expected in other discussions
during the meeting, which has
attracted some 1,000 party supe

ters. .

Mr, Bracken, who will make a

(Continued on Page 5 Col, 6)

By DOUGLAS HOW

OTTAWA, April 19—(CP)—R.C.
Vaughan, president of the Cana-
cian National Rallways, said today
the interest charges borme by the
Government-owned line were “en-
tirely too high” and forced it to
operate under a considerable han-
dicap.

Its total interest payments in
1947, he told the Commons com-
mittee on rallways, were $44,000,-
000 or nearly three times those of
the rival Canadian Pacific Rail-
way. They accounted for 7.1 per
cent of every dollar spent.

Mr. Vaughan and his top offic-
ials made their annual appearance
before the committee as it began
its two-sittings-a-day study of re-
ports of the C.N.R,, Canadian Na-
tional Steamships and Trans-
Canada Alr Lines.

Transport Minister Chevrier said
the freight-rates inquiry by the
Board of Transport Commission-
ers had delayed any serious study
by the Government of the ques-
tion of recapitalization.

the Government in interest is $4,-
200,000 more than the $15,800,000
over-all deficit that Parllament is
being asked to vote money to re-
imburse,

Mr. Vaughan reported that the
21-per-cent  freight-rate increase
granted by the Transport Come

The $20,000,000 the C.N.R.-paid

Says C. N. R. Interest
Charges “Too High"

missioners actually worked out to
13.6 per cent on all C.N.R. freight
because there were a lot of ex-
emptions and special cdtegories.
The president sald the Mari-
times now had enough refrigerator
cars to move_their crops. On roll-
ing stock, he sald it would take
years to replace all the old equip-
ment. He sald, too, that employee
discharges for drinking on duty

‘were getting less all the time.
y On a $10,500,000 expenditure

for pensions, W. Cheoter S,
McLure (PC— Queens) said
there were a lot of C. N. R.
pensioners in P.E.I who were
receiving practically nothing.

T. H. Cooper, vice-president and
comptroller, said the average pen-
sion for the 13,500 recipients was
$667 a year. The system provided
adequate pensions for employees
who were willing to pay their
_share. Five dollars a month would
bring $46-a-month pension after
20 years, $89 after 40 years.

Mr. Cooper told D. King Hazen
(PC—St. John-Albert) $264,000 had
been spent to the end of 1047 on
the building in Montreal that will
be occupled by the international
~ivil aviation organization, T.C.A.
and other .air firms, Anticipated
cost was $3,840,000 or $270,000
higher than was anticipated last
year. It was due to be finished
June 30, 1949,

LONDON, April 19—(CP)—Bri-
tain’s d d on Canadian
bacon and cheese has been reduce
ed by new supplies from Europe,
but officlals sald Canadian food
still must be bought In quantity if
it can be financed.

Import figures and recent agree-

opean deliveries in, 1048 are up
:ﬁwcutlom. Canadian food still

| be necessary to maintain ra-
:luom at their p\reunt. modest lev-

Food ministry officials sald they
expected that Incressed supplies
of meat and dairy products will
result from large-scale agricul-
tural development programs In
Australis and New Zealand, under-
taken with United Kingdom finan-
elal backing. But it will be years
before new herds In territories like
Queensland, where feed will be
grown on some 300,000 < acres of

, | grassland, can make their full con-

tribution to the British market.
the first six months of

m‘ 1948, the food ministry hopes that

Burope will send the United King-
dom 20 per cent of her food 'm
l;:,omum with 118 per cent

., Becon, eggs, dairy pro-

duce, grain and cereal products are
wanted in quantity from European

farms, now recovering from ware

ments indicate that, even it Buus-’

-| hundredweight,

Britain Needs Less
Canadian Bacon, Eggs

.
time confiscations and shortages.

But the prospective contribu-
tions from Burope do not supplant
Canadian supplies.

In 1047, Canada provided -1,963,~
454 hundredweight of bacon to
give the main support to the bac-
on ration which stood at two oun-
ces weekly during most of the
year.

Under a recent agreement, Den-
mark In 1048 will provide about as
much bacon as in 1047, 681482
Netherlands ship-
ments may rise from 16,000 hune
dredweight to 100,000. Poland, now
returned to the export market,
may provide 200,000 h -
welght, Britain wants to buy more
bacon or find new supplies in

Hungery, Portugsal and Eire, but
additional quentities will be limit-
ed.

COanadian cheese imports last
year totalled 458,004 hundredwelght
In 1048, Denmark hopes to ship
about 100,000 hundredweight, an
improvement over 1947, and The
Netherlands proposes to provide
at least 80,000 hundredweight com-
pared with 67308 In 1047, But un-
less larger new sources of supply
arve found, Britain ,will' be short
of cheese this year compared with

(Continued on Page 8 Ool, 1

Lewis Will Be
Sentenced Today

By MAX HILL

WLSHINGTON, April 19 —(CP)
—Judge T Alan Goldsborough to-
day convicted John L, Lewis of
contempt, But Judge Goldsbor-
ough put off sentencing Lewis
until 10 o'clock (ES.T.), Tuesday
morning, .

His words hinted a severe pun-
islment but he gave no definite
outline of what he will do,

Judge Goldsborough — for the
second time within 17 months —

convicted both Lewis and his
United Mine Workers (Ind.) of
criminal and civil contempt of

court because they didn’t prompt-
ly obey a court order to cancel a
soft-coal strike. ,

Lewls took the judgment in sil-
ence. He sat motionless, an ap-
parent suggestion of a sneer on
his face, as the 70-year-old Fed-
eral judge spoke,

Judge Goldsborough ruled that
the coal stoppage was indeed a
“strike” — despite the TUnion's
denfals — and that Lewis himself
started and stopped the strike
with “code’” words sent the
miners,

He put forward what he called
a new principle of law — that “as
long .as a Unlon is functioning as
a Union, it must be held respon-
sible for the mass actions of its
members.”

to

Reaction By Miners

PITTSBURGH, April 19 —(AP)
—Rank and file soft coal miners
expressed resentment today over
the conviction of John L. Lewis
on a contempt of court charge,
Some even predicted new walk-
outs. " 5
Surprised miners in the Frost-
burg;=Md.,area declared - they
would “stand  back” of Lewis by
stayilng home tomorrow. “We
won’t take it,” was their general
feeling,

“Anything can happen,” re-
marked Sam Caddy, president of
United Mine Workers District 30
in Kentucky.

us.- Sov‘ Potlice
Clash In Vienna

VIENNA, April 19 — (AP) —
American and Russian military
police clashed today over an at-
tonpt by three Russian soldiers
in civilian, clothes to kidnap a
stateless German woman in the
American Zone in Vienna.

The Armericans used force to re-
move the Russians from their
automobile and at one time plac-
ed the deputy Russian provost
marshal for Vienna under tem-
porary arrest. The woman ident-
ified as Elsa Pfeffer, was rcleased

despite  yigorous Russian objec-
tions.
American authorities said they

would make “the strongest pos-
sible protest” to the Russians.

Spring Thaws Bring
Floods To Praitries

WINNIPEG, April 10 - (OP) —
The advent of spring to the
Prairies has brought floods de-
scribed as of near-record propor-
tions in some regions,

Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Al-
berta report railway lines washed
out, basements flooded and roads
turned into quagmires.

Floods described as the worst
in history are wrolling per South-
ern Manitoba, forcing’ farmers to
evacuate, Railway tracks and tel-
ephone lines have ' been washed
out, Roads In all parts of the
Province are heavy from the thaw
and impassable in some places,

As Baskatchewan’s cold spell
broke over the week-end, melting
snow flooded southern creeks and
rivers, Rallway tracks were washe
ed out in several places.

Income Per
Person Below
National Average

(By John LeBlanc)

OTTAWA, Apri] 19—(CP)—The
Maritimes are not as prosperous as
the rest of Canada, the Dominion
Bureau of Statistics concludes in a
new social and economic survey of
that area.

The 227-page report is one of a
serles put out periodically on dif-
ferent regions of the Dominion. It
is the first in 14 years dealing with
the Maritimes. .

That area, says the survey, has
been heset by a “long history oi
adverse economic conditions, small-
scale and near-subsistence indus-
try, vulnerability of specialized in-
dustries (in Nova Scotia), relative
lack of urbanization and of ac-
cumulated wealth.”

It declares, too. that a “rough
approximation” of per capita in-
come—an index of prosperity—in.
dicates that during the last quar-
ter-century this has been “consid-
erably lower” in the seaboard
Provinces than in Canada’s other
regional economies.

In the Maritimes, the income per
person ranged from around 64 to
78 per cent of the national aver-
age.

This situation, sald the surve,,
nas left Government services in
the three Provinces at a relatively
lower level than in other sections
of the country. Government reve
enues per capita in that area be-
tween 1933 and 1843 ranged be-
tween 59 and 73 per cent of the
average for the other Provinces.

A “most striking feature” of ths
Maritimes’  Government revenue,
it was stated, was “the relatively
large: proportion” - derived
Government subsidies.

The survey said:

“While revenues from other
sources are, as a result, consider-
ably below the other Provinces’
average, revenues received from
the Dominion Government were th
pre-war years far above that level.
In 1939, Prince Edward Island’s
revenues from this source were
more than four times, and thosc
of New Brunswick and Nova
Ssocia more than twice, the aver-
age for other Provinces.”

The “low taxable capacity” of
the reglon reflected adverse eco-
nomic factors,.the survey said, and
belief was expressed that '“it is
difficult, if not impossible, for the
Maritime Provinces to raise suifi
clent revenue from the available
scurces to provide Government
services on a scale equal to those
in the other Provinces.”

In public welfare, it was stated,
the 1939 expenditures for Prince
Edward Island were 28 per ceant

(Continued on Page 5 Col. 7)

Britain Increases
Merchant Shipping

LONDON, April 19 — (Reuters)
—Alfred Barnes, British Minister
of Transport, said today that in
less than three years 3000,000
tons had been added to British
merchant shipping, The Red En-
sign of Britain now flies over one-
quarter of the world’s active ton-
nage, Barnes said Britain's aim is
to regain at least her pre-war
strength of one-third of the
world’s tonnage,

Deliberation On
Palestine Postponed

NEW YORK, April 19 — (CP)
—The United Nations General Ase
sembly and its partition commise
sion today postponed deliberation
on the Palestine problem.

After acmitting Burma as its
58th member, the Speclal Asseme
bly referred the agenda item of

“further consideration of the
question of the future governe
ment of Palestine”. to its 58«

member political comenittee which

meets Tuesday at 10:30 AM,

BETTER

EAKING

fromi”

|Survey Reveals Maritimes’ Prosperity Below Par

Yocationa

U. S. Freight
Rates Boosted

WASHINGTON, April 19—
(AP)—The Interstate Commis-
sion today authorized another
boost in United States freight
rates, by more than $300,000,-
000 a year.

The increases, 10 per cent in
the east, will average about
five per cent for the country
as a whole. With 10 days al-
lowed for legal notice to the
public, they will probably go
into effect the first week in
May on both railroads and do-
mestic water carriers.

Record Number Of
P.E.l. Delegates
At Ottawa Rally

OTTAWA, April 19— (Special)—
Largest delegation from Prince
Edward Island ever to attend an
annual meeting of the National
Progressive Conservative party as-
sembled in the Chateau Laurjer
Hotel here today and its members
_were assigned to various special

i by Dominion headquar-

ters.

The delegation was headed by
Hon, William J.P. MacMillan, lead-
er of the Opposition in the P.E.I.
Legislature who was warmly greet-
ed by party chieftain John Brack-
en at noon today. Other delegates
were Senator J. A. MacDonald, W.
Chester S. McLure, M.P. for
Queen’s, B. Roy Holman, Major T.
B. Rogers, and Claudel Delaney.

The women's delegation was the
largest and most representative
ever to take part in a national
party meeting and consisted of
Mrs. R. A, Sutherland, president
of the. Women's Prince Edward

(Continued on Page § Col. 6)

Dust Explosion
In French Mine

LILLE, France, | April 20
(Tuesday) — (AP) \— A coal dust
explosion ripped through a coal
mine in Sallaumines, 15 miles
from here, last night, Police offic-
fals said 11 miners were killed;
the company sald five,

Twenty-one miners are missing.
At least 40 were injured in the

blast which sealed off the en-
trance to the mine, About 800
miners were brought out alive

through a connecting shaft,

For g time, some 40 miners were
trapped in one gallery of the pit.
They later were rescued. The ex-

Commons Takes Steps
To Broaden Scope Of

1 Training

BY GEORGE RONALD

OTTAWA, April 19 — (CP) —
The Commons today took a step
toward broadening the scope of
vocational training.

Labor Minister Mitchell intro-
duced legislation which he said
rounds out a program aimed at
meeting any future full-scale job
shortage.

The bill, given first reading,
amends the vocational training co-
ordination act of 1943 by extend-
ing training to:

1. Persons who have ex-
hausted unemployment insur-
ance benefits.

2. Persons who have mnot
been working at jobs covered
by insurance regulations,

“Up to the present,” sald Mr.
Mitchell, “it has not been necessary
to make very much use of the pro-
vision for training of unemployed
persons because, outside of season-
al and temporary layoffs, there
has been very little unemployment
in Canada since the termination
of war in 1945,

“However, it is desirable to make
provision for such training so
that it may be provided when
required.”
Members who spoke on the job-
training measure: M. J. Coldwels,
C.C.F. leader; Clarie Gillis (CCF—
Cape Breton South); Jchn R. Mac-
Nicol (PC — Toronto Davenport) :
F, 8. Zaplitny (CCF — Dauphin);
Garfield Case (PC — Grey Nozth);
F. D. Shaw (SC — Red Deenr);

C. E. sterhenson (PC — Durham)
and Mrs. Gladys Strum
Qu'Appelle),

Mr. Mitchell, replying to suggest-
fons that the Dominion expaad
educational facilities, said it showd
not be forgotten that the Provinces
are jealous of their rights. As for
Federal financial assistance, none
of the Provinces had “gone broke”
yet.

He had never seen a man destl-
tute who could “use a hammer, a
saw and a file.” That type of man
always could find work.

Although he approved of finan-
clal assistance to veterans who
wanted to improve their education,
those who emerged as the better

(Continued on Page 5 Col. T)

General Chiang Is
China’s New President

NANKING, April 19 — (AP)—
Generalissimo Chiang  Kai-Shek
today was elected China’s first
constitutional president with vir-
tually dictatorial powers.

He had asked instead to be nam-
ed premier—but with just such
all-out powers.

ABANDON AIR SERVICE

DUBLIN, April 19 — (AP) —
The Eire Government announced
tonight it has definitely aband-
oned plans for an Irish-American
air service because of expense.
Service was to have been started
last St. Patrick’s Day- by  rish |
Airways, Ltd., which was set up
by the Government of former

plosion occurred about 6 P.M.

Premier de Valera.

MONTREAL, April 19 —(CP)~—

High on the bridge of the Man-
chester Shipper, Capt, James
Barclay anxiously scanned the
unoccupled docks in Montreal
harbor today and then smiled
happlly. .
, After 36 years of bringing ships
into the pgrt he finally was first
to open a new navigation season.
He will be presented with: the
traditional gold-headed cane at &
special ceremony later.

Back in 1939 Capt. Barclay was
beaten out by 20 minutes, Last
year by 15 minutes, For that dub-
fous honor last Year he was
awarded a black-headed cane,

“The first thing I am going to
do is to turn that cane back to
whoever gave it to me,” he said.
“Now they'll have to take back all
those things they pinned on us
for always being second.”

The Manchester Shipper, her
hull rusted and streaked from
several bouts with ice, heavy seas
and wind, docked at shed 18 to
the accompaniment of blasts from
lake and river ships in port.

Far behind, and not expected

untdl tomorrow, was the Italian

British SkipperWins
Race Into Montreal

freighter Capo Olmo, Capt. Bar-
clay’s nearest competitor in the
race,

With the arrival of the first
ship of the season, thousands of
tons of cargo poured into harbor
freight sheds awaiting shipment
overseas,

Marine officlals predicted a
busy season, perhaps busier than
the last which was pronounced
“good.”

When the Manchester Shipper
sails she will carry 12,000 bags of
Canadian flour for unloading at
Manchester, In addition, there
will be hundreds of tons of other
Canadian products,

Perhaps the  heaviest early
movement will be to Northern
Europe, where relief needs are
great, At least part of the relief
cargoes are expected to be pald
for with European Recovery Pro-
gram tmoney,

The first grain carrier from the
Great lakes is not expected here
before May 1. Operators sald uns
certainty over the United States

gerously short of bunker coal and
they "cannot rmove a grain ship

until they get it G SR N

L R

.| tian Democrats had a lead of al-

John Probe (CCF — Regina City); | try _and said he could not ses how-
(80 —4

Leftist;'l—'rail
In Cities In
“Red North”

By FRANK O'BRIEN

ROME, April 19—(AP)—Premier»
Alcide de Gasperi's Christian De-
mocrats and their political allies
rolled up a commanding early lead
tonight over the Communist-dom-
inated Popular Front.
Government leaders discussed a
purported Communist plan for an
uprising. The Communists denied
existence of such a plan,
Incomplete unofficial returns
from Italy’s crucial parliamentary
election yesterday and todayshow-
ed the Leftists were trailing on
their home grounds—four large
industrial cities in the “red
north.” The returns wers for Sen-
ate seats.
In Milan, Florence, Turin and
Bologna the Vatican-backed Chris-

(AP)—Unofficial returns from
more than a fourth of Italy's
41,647 electoral sections gave
the Christlan Democrats an
advantage of more than 1,000,-
000 votes over the Communists
today in senatorial contests.
In 10,992 sections—including
many in the so-called “Red
North” —the Christian Demo-
crats had 3,037,759 votes te
1,951,074 for the Communist-
dominated Popular Front. }

most 30 per cent over the Populaé
Front. In rural northern areas d¢
Gasperi’s party was doing evem
better. It also was ahead in Rome.
De Gasperi's Government mar-
shalled 330,000 troops and police
for the election. D. Paolo Canali,
the Premier's secretary, pointed
out that these security forces are
on the alert throughout the coun-

a Communist uprising could sue-
ceeds s = =
De Gasperi said he was “very
encouraged” on the basis of the
count’ thus far. Like other major
political leaders, however, the Pre-
mier withheld any prediction, e«
beut the final outcome until fuller
figures are at hand.

The first returns were in the
senatorial races. The count for
the Chamber -of Deputies 1is nos.
expected to begin coning in be-
fore late tonight or tomorrow. The
contests for the 574 Chamber of
Deputies seats will give the clear=
est indication of Communist-antie
Communis} strength.

Because of the complicated vot«
Ing system used the exact distribe
ution of the Senate's 237 seats

coal situation has left them dan-.

(Continued on Page 5 Col, 6)
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HALIFAX, April 10 — (CP) —
Weather synopsis and official in<
land forecasts issued by the Do=
minion Public Weather Office to~
night, :

Synopsis: There - were patches
of cloud over the Maritimes Mon=-
day but there was also consider-
able sunshine., Temperatures rose
to the 50s in central parts of the
district but along the coast and
in the north temperatures were
in the 40s. A disturbance moving
northeastward from the Great
Lakes will cause southerly winds
over the Maritimes, Fog is like~
ly to form over the Atlantic and
Bay of Fundy and drift into the
coastal reglons, Showers are oe-
curring in Quebec and New Eng-
land ahead of the disturbance and
can be expected to spread inta
the Maritimes Tuesday. «

Forecasts, valid until Tuesday
midnight:

Prince Edward Island -~ Cloudy
tonight and Tuesday, Scattered
showers Tuesday., Much the same
temperatures, South winds 15, Low
early Tuesday morning and high
in the afternoon at Charlottetown
30 and &. '

High tile this momlg at 820
and tonight at 8.14.

Sun sets Yhis evening at 651 and
vises tomorrow morning at 5.07. \
Full moon April 23rd, 928 A, M.

Summerside tide elghteen min<

utes later than Charlottetown,




