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Britain And India

What has Britain done to improve economic
conditions in India? This question is answer-
ed authoritatively by Lord Halifax, British Am-

bassador in the U.S. and former Viceroy in
India, who tells of the British record in that
country in a recent issue of the National

Geographic Mwgazine.

More land has been irrigated in India than
in any other country—ten times as much as in
Ligypt, of whose irrigation we have heard so
much, and twenty-two times as much as in the
United States.  These irrigation works have
cost 8500,000,000 but they have greatly increas-
ed production. Previously there had been dis-

astrous famines from time to time. In one of
them, a third of the population of Bengal per-
ished. There has not been a serious famine in

India since 1900, Lord Halifax maintains. The
present famine is bad enough, but due largely to
the world war, and he is thinking of the far more
deadly famines of former years.

Agricultural production has been encouraged
by the British, with the result that rice produc-
tion is second only to that of China, as much
wheat is grown as in Canada, more cane sugar
than in any other country, cotton next to the
U. S., and peanuts half the world crop.

Industrial development was coming gradually
before the war, and there were 10,000 small
factories. A great impetus to industrial produc-
tion on a very wide range has been given by
the war. But the big majority of the people still
live from the soil.

This economic progress would have improved
the living conditions of the people much more,
but for the accompanying vast increase in pop-
ulation—from 206 millions in 1872 to 388 mil-
lions now. In 71 years the population nearly
doubled. This was due to the removal of the
factors which formerly checked the increase-—
wars in India, plague and famine. The great
density of population makes it extremely difficult
to relieve the general poverty.

Britain has done a good deal, but Britain alone
cannot solve the problem. Quicker progress
will be made in improving economic and living
conditions in India when this is a more pros-
perous world, when trade flows freely and In-
dia’s products can be marketed to advantage all
over the world. ‘

Canadian Codfish in Cuba

Since the removal of the ceiling price of 27
oents per pound on imported codfish in Cuba,
the market for the Canadian product, which for
over a year has been barred, has again been
resumed, according to a report from J. E- O’Neill
of the office of the Canadian Trade Commission-
er at Havana.

“Since trade was resumed,” the report states,
“all Canadian fish shipments have been routed
through Santiago de Cuba for transhipment to
Havana by rail. Current prices for imperial
and large codfish are $16.20 and $15.75 respec-
tively per hundred pounds, f.o.b. Lunenburg,
N.S. The Canadian product is now retailing
freely in Havana at from 33 cents to 35 cents
per pound, and is usually available at all grocery
stores, Although this price places it beyord
the reach of the poorer classes, who in normal
times are the principal consumers, the demand
nevertheless has been greater than the supply,
and consequently considerably larger quantitics
can be absorbed, if they are available. The
quality of the fish reaching this market is ex-
cellent and it has been most favorably received
%y both dealers and consumers.”

Our

Oh, these uninformed bureaucrats! The
Canadian Meat Board announced last sum-
mer that if a surplus of beef developed in Can-
ada, the United Kingdom was ready to buy it,
i addition to the 675,000,000 pounds of bacon
being supplied this year. Meat Board pur-
chases of beef started some weeks ago, but
only recently did authorjties feel the Canadian
supply situation was sufficiently good to war-
rant export. Officials can give no informa-
tion on the amount of beef shipped so far, but
one estimate was that it is less than 1,000,000
pounds. Another factor likely to enlarge beef
exports is the probable transfer of some west-
ern farmers' hog production to cattle raising.
Although the meat supply picture is good, in-
formed sources said it is “most unlikely” that
meat rationing can be abandoned, because of the
needs of Canada’s allies. Mr, H. H, Hatfield,
Progressive Conservative member of Parliament
for Carleton-Victoria, suggests that meat ra-
tioning and meatless Tuesdays should be aban-
doned and a campaign started to have Canadians
eat more meat. He said stocks of meats were
large and butchers were being offered more than
they could handle.

Government To Blame
It is a fair assumption, says the Globe and
Mail, that the wage increases given the western
miners will be offered to the Nova Scotia min-
ers, who now have an application for wage ad-

Beef Exports

justments before  the  National War  Labor
Board. Tn other words, the Government is now
seeking to use the western settlement as the
lasis for a national formula—a formula which
it ought to have sought last Mav when it de-
clared the “national emergency” in coal produe-
tion.

Had the Government achieved a formula Can-
ada would have prodiced more coal over tlic

past three or four months, instead of losing pro-
duction through strikes, stoppages and slow-
downs. Had the Government followed the .advice
of its own labor and production authorities a
formula would have been worked out. It fol-
lowed their advice only to the point of holding
an exploratory conference of operators and
labor spokesmen in the capital at midsummer.
Several suggestions for improving miners’
earnings and boosting production were advanced
then, including time-and-a-half for the sixth day
of work in any week, regional or district bonuses
as used in Britain, unification of basic wage
rates, and adjustment of income-tax collections.
At that time the Minister of Munitions and Sup-
ply, to whom the Coal Controller and the Em-
ergency Coal Production Board are responsible,
did not believe that wages were a factor in the
production problem, which he held to be entirely
a matter of inadequate manpower. For what-
ever reason the proposals did not satisfy the
views of the production -authorities, and the
search for a national formula was abandoned.

~ EDITORIAL NOTES -

Had not Premier J. Walter Jones taken up
our case against Newfoundland, and fought for
our farmers and traders vigorously, we would
have been cut out of our cattle trade with that
Dominion. Our Federal representatives were
asleep if not actually anti.‘ as usual.

LI

Dependents of servicemen share in increased
cost-of-living bonuses now paid employees of
industry and trade. It is announced that the
amounts would be increased to $4.12 a monrn
for wives with children and $2.20 s month for
wives without children.
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Acting to correct what President Roosevelt
has described as “an historic mistake,” the U.S.
Senate has passed and sent to the White House
a bill repealing the 61-ycar-old Chinese Ex-
clusion Act. The measure substitutes for a ban
on Chinese immigration the application of a
quota under which 105 members of the race
would be admitted annually and Chinese resi-
dents would be eligible for naturalization as
United States citizens.

* % *

Probably Prof. W. D. MacFarlane, depart-
ment of chemistry, Macdonald College, had
Summerside in mind when he told the House
of Commons Reconstruction Committee, Or-
tawa, that “alcohol production might be attained
in rural plants, although sometimes there might
be a question for the excise department as to the
consumption of some of the product”

* %k k%

New Brunswick meat dealers complain farm-
ers are unable to market cattle and hogs and
also unable to obtain feed for them. As a re-
sult, some farmers are reported to be browning
small pigs, usually in great demand. Butchers
declare they are being offered quantities far
larger than they can handle and are booked
weeks ahead of requirements. One dealer said
that in trying to market cattle in Maine he found
the same situation of glutted markets.

- * - -

Robert Bloomfield, English poet, born this
date 1766; published several poems dealing with
rural life, his best known being “The Farmer's
Boy”:

see,
That duty’s basis is humanity.”
“If fields are prisons, where is Liberty?”
“Strange to the world, he wore a bashful look,
The fields his study, nature was his book.”
* ok k%

Sir Aretas William Young, Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Prince Edward Island from 1831 to

the Peninsula through the Napoleonic and Re-
volutionary wars; from 1820 to 1823 adminis-
tered the government of Trinidad, in 1826 re-
turned as Protector of Slaves there, five years
later being appointed lieutenant governor here:
his son, Sir Henry Edward Fox Young, became
governor of South Australia, and later of Tas-
mania,
o % %

Mr. E. P. Taylor, Canadian member of the
U.S.A.-Canadian Combined Production and Re-
sources has resigned to return to his own busi-
ness, He says the armies are now fully equip-
ped, the submarines under control, and air plant
production has a high priority. Production is
now being staggered downward, till it finishes off
with the defeat of Japan. After that the Board
will deal with distribution of civilian production
in Britain, U.S.A. and Canada. He will return
to his civilian tasks as president of Canadian
Breweries, Orange Crush, Canadian Food Pro-
ducts, Sunsoy Products, and Anglo-Canadian
Publishers; vice-president-of the Brewing Cor-
poration of America, Cleveland ; and director of
Excelsior Life Insurance company, Massey-
Harris Company and the National Trust Com-
pany

- x s %

What is the most popular sport in Scotland
today? asks Augustus Muir. The modern game
of lawn-tennis is probably a good deal more pop-
tlar than ever it was before—and so is the ex-
ploration of the countryside on foot, which is
colloquially called “hiking,” and there are many
convenient hostels at which enthusiastic walkers
may obtain a night’s shelter. But surveying the
whole field of games and pastimes, I think
there is no doubt that football must be called
the most popular Scottish game if we take into
account the number of people who either play
or watch it being played. The Rugby game has
many loyal adherents; and an international
Rugby match at the Murrayfield ground in
Edin_burgh brings its tens of thousands of en-
ghusmstic spectators. But the Association game,
in which the ball must hot be touched by hand,
has numerical priority both in players and fol:
lowers. This game, in its original form, is prob-
ably as old as golf; and in the Middle Ages it
sl_m.rcd with golf the distinction of being pro-
hibited by law, in the hope of encouraging arch-
ery. It demands skill and fleetness of foot;
and when a team like the IMeart of Midlothian
is playing against an equally famous rival, the
crowds that gather to cheer on their favorites

are enormous,

“Thine heart should feel what thou must hourly |8

1835, died this date 1835; entered the army as|J
an ensign in 1805; served in Ireland, Egypt and |nig

The Loose Coupon
Racket
(84, s Tim

. Thomas Times-Journal
There is no doubt the stolen gas
coupon racket is becoming se:
Anc there are other ways o

ipg the laws. Drivers who do not
ngﬂ much, “tzberllze" their friends
y ) co from
thelr books. Some xum‘ station
operators even mﬂgy kmown cus-
tomers with gasol without any
coupons at all. Acc

mar!
business, It is chea
airmen, It must be s :
duced to at least possible min
If. the existing procedure is
adequate, the officials in the
controller’s office must think
new ways,

Although there may be ways of
beating the book itself, the first re-
a’\gslte. we suggest, is to provide for

imposition of sharp ‘penalties
on gas station attemdants who ac-
oept loose coupons. The regula~
tion printed in the ration book cis-
tinctly says that each coupon sna
be valid only when r at-
tached to the book and when de-
tached by the persons who sells
line. In other words an at-
accept loose
a regular cus-
tomer, but require that the book
be handed over to him intact, that
he then himself tear out the re-
quired number of coupons before
serving the customer. This is tan-
tamount to an absolute ban on
loose coupons, and if strictly en-
forced would almost put an end to
the whole scandal.

PFrom past reports om gasoline
thefts there appears to be Iar oo
much laxity in regard to loose cou-
pons in dealers’ offices. They lle
around too long and accumulate, It
shoula be the duty of somcone to
burn the used coupons each day,
or return them each day to the ol
controller’s office.

oll
up

Three Ounces A Week

(Winnipeg Free Press)

Consternation and anger will be
felt by Canadians generally as they
realize that the new policy of the
government means that the British
bacon ration is to be cut from four
to three ounces a weex while at
the same time all domestic re-
strictions on the consumption of
bacon have been removed.

The background of the situation
is this: Canada is this year supply-
ing 675 million pounds of first-
class bacon to Great Britain. For
reasons which have never been
completely explained the com-
mitments made for 1944-45 were
reduced. Canada, in those two
years, is to supply Britain with 900
million pounds at the rate of 450
million pounds per year, Various
ex&lmaﬂom have been given for
this, In some quarters it is main-
tained that our coarse grain supply
—the food for hogs—will not per-
mit a larger commitment; it is said
larger shipments of beef will be
sent to Britain instead, though of
this no details have been publish-
ed; in others, it is stated that the
relationship of hog prices to coarse
grain prices is such that no larger
supply of bacon can be raised here;
elsewhere it is sald tha! the pay-
ment of coarse grain subsidies to
some p&oducers andfno}g to hc',hers
. the. bottom of the change;
while bmt!;-f%-ggp,ers are sald to be
murmuring -that, if the war in
Europe ends between the close of
1943 and the close of 1945, Canada
will be forunate to be the sessor
of a long-term contract which will
keep the British market safe for
Canadian producers in the face of
immediate competition from Den-
mark, Holland, Poland, and so on,

The reasons for the smaller total
contract may, or may not be, amply
ustified, In the absence of proper
explanation, everyone will make up
own mind on that. But nobody
can find any reasonable explana-
tion for the fact, that at the same
time that the new contract was
made, domestic restrictions on the
use of bacon were aP taken off.

For several years now there has
been drastic rationing of the home
market, The packers were ordered
to supply a certain fixed percente
age of their total slaughtering to
the fgvemenb for shipment
Britain, The ifan people
got only what was left; and steps
were taken to see that the British
got the best bacon and that we
got bacon sometimes of poorer
quality. This suited the Canadian
})eople very well, We nave other
O We can substitute
something else for bacon and get
along very well. We did not mind
if, now and again, our bacon was
not quite s quality product. For we
knew—all of us—that the whole
British ration was being carefully
and scientifically devised so as to
procure the maximum balance of
diet for a people living virtually—
and as they still are—in a state of
slege, We were proud, so far as we
could be proud of so small a de-
privation, that we were taking
something off our own tables in
order that our ally’s table could
be a little better furnished.

Hence the consternation, hence
the er, at learning that we are
not only cutting down our ship-
ments of bacon to Britain but that
we ourselves are to be allowed to
eat all the bacon we can buy under
our own very generous rationing
system. A Canadian housewife to-
day can, if she wants it, be sure of
buying her whole mea} ration in
the cholcest bacon, There is lots
of it in the stores. All she has to

0 is to put in her order. Mean-
while the British people are to be
cut from four ounces of bacon a
week to three, a cut of 25 per cent.
Let us emphasize that: it is not
three ounces of bacon n day. It is
three ounces °£ b:eo.n once a week.

Mathematiclans can work this out

for themselves, for the figures
should be available, There are
four times as many . British as
there are Canadians. How much
must the British do without so
that we can eat all the n we

want? How much would it mean if
Canada stopped eating bacon alto-
gether In order that our whole
supply could be shipped overseas?
How much would it mean to Britain
it we here shared the same bacon
ration as the British? The answer
to these and other quesiions would
all interest the Canadian people
who, we may be sure, do not share
the views of their government on
the present order of things. Our
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¥ COLD WEATHER

+ WON'T BOTHER YOU
L 4

} IN ONE OF THESE

#, o |

:' Enjoy a warm winter this year—in one of
”': our fine overcoats. They’re the perfect in-
:t‘ sulation against .those chilling blasts.
;i- There’s nothing quite as warm as wool, as

long wearing, or as resilient. And these
coats are 100 per cent wool, warmly inter-
lined . and constructed to give the
maximum in comfort. Wartime living de-
mands that you choose your overcoat with
care. You'll want a coat that’s long-
wearing, a coat that will give you months
or even years of satisfaction in its ﬁnp
tailoring, its correct lines. Our overcoats
are the essence of all the things you're
looking for in your coat. Come in today
and make your selection . . . from a wide
range of colors, styles, and materials, Our
expert sales staff will be happy to serve
yeu. You will be happy to own and wear
such a superb coat. You’ll be vleased at
the low prices, too!

Buy wisely!
Buy only what you
need. Put your
savings into
WAR BONDS!
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Quality
SUITS

New, “casual” suits that
look -well anywhere, wear
well longer! Expertly tai-
lored. Fine fabrics.

OVERCOATS, TOPCOATS

T SRR
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50 Unbelievable  czat  val- o
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[} ues. Warm and smart! ,1"
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. UP Pure wool fabrics, cut to o

perfection.
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“Alaska

Realistic Note

an's Magazine)
selton 0 Oftews. for BEGPRAeey,

n awa for haml
barbecue and filling station con-
the Alaska Highway
the tour-

(MacLe:
Applications

cessions along

i P el
600 miles northwest — at Dawson
Oreek, connecting with the rail-
way. There is a connecting road
between Edmon and - Dawson
gueekh. ‘but it is long, narrow and

ter Dawson ‘Creek for a hun.
dred miles the hlﬁhwny. ru:s
thmush scenically dull territory.
The dust is so terrific that truck

Highway

when the war is over and drivers often w
ist business is restored years ‘must elm?‘ beg;::n t,ile“a.unrz
Departmental officlals are per- | face can be olled or paved.
turbed over such imisn; feel (| Concerning post-war - transpor-
that much of the ballyhoo con-|tation of commercial goods by
cernlnf the highway's = post-war | truck to the Yukon ard  Alaska
potentiallties s permature ~and officlals think that 5o long . as
s ' are ailab
cts they have in mind are: | would be unegno‘ml’oe. expensive

The highway is a military road
used to service the line of
fields from Edmonton to Alaska

to provide secure land access | tate

and

to the northwest. WAS oon-
ceived and bullt as a' il
acility; not as a scenic tourist &t<
traction. The route, severely erit«
icized by the tourist-enindedq on
both sides of the rder s

awa correspondent says the
question Is to re-opened. And
high time, too.

Keep Ml;u;d_'.‘ n ;l-x‘o“ home

bo;
chosen on that basis, which Al
embraced speedy construction,
The highway dces not link- up

with trunk tourist highways, - It
does not start at Edmonw%pm

he ex-
Menc.e of ltrt‘:: lmch y w&.{' mui;
e
settlement that has been forecast
It seems aj nt bef.

pparent that lore
the Canadian stretches of the
highway could become a realization
of the rosy dreams of many people,
a great deal of .addmom{ Mo!
would have to be spe) nez
years of improvi
And whether or results
18

and :
' Nor do they thln‘k' that
th

not the
would justify the
& matter in wm'm‘ﬂ"&m

& CUDMORE

: {Oll; consider; difference of of
on,

f All of which does not detract

jone bit from the immense value
of 5 & war artery, or
frem
tion.

LEICESTER'S MAYOR

STICKS TO ONE JOB|
! LEICESTER, England Dec. 1 — '

(CP) — Charles E. Gillot, new
Lord Mayor of Leicester, is of the
j cvinion that a good Lord Mayor
| or mayor may not necessarily make
1 & good justice .of the peace, So
' for that reason he has decided not
to exercise the prerogative of pre-
siding in the local police court by
virtue of his office as chief mag-
istrate.

“I don't consider it right or
prover for a person by virtue of
holding a mayoralty to jump over
the: heads of magistrate who have
had years of experience,” he sald.

oo s oo o st o b oo

e road g,
the miracle of its construc.

RS IR AR
WHEN CATHERINE RULED
The Russian Black Ses naval
base of Kherson wad founded dur~
ing the reign of Catherine the

Great,
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HER BEAUTY

I heard they say. “Her hands are
as stone,” 1
And I renempcred how she 1ai¢
or me aid

The roac. to heaven. They sit

Her hair lsegrn,v. : i
Then I remembered how she onc

had thrown
Long plaited «'onds, like
into the sea i
I battica 1.- ... salt sea of @S
may. 5
They said, “Her beauty's past. An¢
en I wept, f
That these, who should nave bee!
n love adept, Would
Against my fount of beauty skov
aspheme, he
And heating a new musie. mis;
them

cables

~Max Plowmen
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