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‘make’ very interrstmg reading.

*‘He was a farmer's: boy, a sob of
the late Patrick . Daltom of Nail
Pond, and in his youth worked hard
on his father’s farm: , He ioherfted
none

%&.W

Toved 1ife 'in the npen and
een sportman taking de-
light m _shooting ‘and frapping and
thus gaining that knowledee of wild
animald which stood l;lm in . good
years. “ Hven today
ginning is, one. of hig. favorite re-
creations and he is noted as being
one of the best shotd'in the West.
In his boyhood, foxes were’. very
plentifnl in ~his vicinity and ' 'he
tells, thal on one occagion when he
foxes
near nough to = shoot, eight ecame
up to it. They were all reds, Thirty-
five years ago, he .trapped a black
for
$52. | He knew that ‘the black’ fox
was the rarest of its kind and com-
mangdéd a high ‘pr;lce and he always
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MR. DALTON INTERING
RANCH.
L
had confidence he conld be bred in cap-
ivity .~ Mont, thirty years ago,. &
pair of pups was captured
near Nor ﬁ Cape by a young farm-
er, whoseld bhoth to another ‘man,
the latter paying £5, for one and

ing g cow for the other.
Wr kept them in & stnble.

Igegond year he raised
;Wg them the same fal
., He kept the oF

“three years, without.
Then, - hel!

in captivity =
it remnined

. | T.entered. into partnership

| day were

the stock, I ‘dnnirgd. I,Anrocﬁrad‘
pair of silver  blacks from & John
Martin of. Lot 40, and.; killed, the
Anticosti, silvers, The Martin pair
which were a year old, were the
Adam and. Eve of the present genera-
tion of black foxes: dn this. pro-
vI’nu. They were dug out/ of. a den
in tHe: Woods and were almost black.

I'subsequently bought.  three: dark
silvers- from: Josepli Nooman, Atbany;
and’ four of about; the; same; quality
from Louis = Spence, of‘ Bedeque. ' I:
gold: the skins of the lightest: color
animals’ and 'Kept' the dark ‘ones  for
bredding.. Up to this time; $200 was
‘| the Highesti price I received :for any
of them. The Anticosti’s brought
about’ £20. I 'was at this time liv-
Ing. on. the homestéad at Nail Pond,
three milea from T'gnish. 'For a
number 'of years T'keépt the foxes in
a shed back of the barn but with on-
ly a fair megsire of success, Up to
the year 1894 I wag' the only ' fox
vreeder on the Island. In thiat year,

with  a
hunting chum of mine, R. 'T. Oulton
in Al-
‘that island we

a

herton Harbor. . On
After ° this
enclosure the ranches of the present
modelled, © We' 'started
with three pair from, mv own ranch
at Home, ' Mr. Oulton  having none.
Cherry Island contains; about three
hundred acres of land, partially
wooded and we chose it because of
ite privacy and because . foxes = are
loath to take to
could easily be recaptured if they
‘escaped in summer, , Here,  we car-
ried on bresding with the utmost pri-
vacv allowing no visitors. ~ We  met.
with & good measure: of -suceess: rear-
ing seme animals, losing some each
. year and learning some&inuw.fmm
onr, losses. Tn 1897, 1 removed to
'l‘igninh and started’ ''the: dry-g60ds |
zpere tlw ranch we

¢ R hEoEMRI 1€ with
(four ' 'vair from the Alberton ranch,
Jeaving 'in the latter the same num-
her in ' charge of Mr. Oulton. My
v»artnership with him continued vn-
til lagst year when he removed to
Port Flgin to take charge of a ranch
there. .We divided the stock. I re-
moved all of mine to  Tignigh. I
would like here to pay &' tribute to
my partner, Mr Onlton, an honour-
able, honest straightforwaed man.
During the vears we were torether
when we shared ‘each others. disan:
‘Dointments and.  disconragements
snd shared too. the jovs. in  solving
the vroblerns which, at first verplex-
ed us. when wa found onv stock set-
ting bhetter and the price increasing
for the hisher grades. T had amnl
onnnrtunity of findine his real
worth. We made it ovr nolicr to
Tnok out for tha 'heat stoch. chang-
ing the blood frrm time to time. ip
ovder to keep the. animals strone
and viggrons. ; We dianored of noth-
ine hut pelts until the 'vear; 1907
when we anld@ onr firgt live snimals
—ona  nair—to another  ravcher in
tha Westarn nart of the Countv for
AN, Mndav. a nair of a similar
¥i{nd wanld he worth_ from  $£10.000
+0 '%12.000. One was Kack »snd ' the
Athar a’ vare Aark gjlver.  The Jost
tima wa.Fillad faxeg ‘ot the ahiin wpe
fAn tha 1010 anles, the product = of
the vean 1009, A

““What were the greatest difficulties

| of the industry,”’ was our next ques-
tion.

“When I first started,” said‘ Mr.
"Dalton, ‘T kept the animals in or-

the  water and. |

DIFFICULTIES OVERCOME| |

to be overcome in the pioneer years|

mong the reds, The black fox is dis-
tinguished ‘from othérs by the total
absence of white and silver hairs, ex-
cept on: the tip of the tail. The
hairs’ are three inches: long. In ‘the
black fox each individual hair has
a; blue section one and a half " in-
ches long.next .to the-body and the
rest of the hair is black. In the sil-
ver fox; each individual hajr is made
up: of the . following—starting with
the body—blue, for one and a half
inches, black one half inch, white
one half inch, black one half inch.

“There is not in its wild state in
this province any fox as black - as
the breeds which I have developed,”’
sdid Mr, Dalton.

‘‘Do the black foxes change color
as they grow older.”

‘“Very slightly. The. silvers are

coarser: furred .animal than. in
straight breeding.” A pair of  good
crosses’ may sometimeg/'throw @ sils"
ver, but they are more liable’ " to
throw ‘theif own kind. It the off-"
spring is bred to a full- black, ‘some
of the litter may be black. If’ the
red is- bred to a black, red,: the pre«
dominant color will uuually be tlto
result, but I have knownreds a.nd
hlacks to be in the same litter on
several occagions, that. ig in, their
wild state.

“How is the {raportation of. reds
affecting the industry ?'’ t

‘“It is not-interfering with the sals
of blacks, but after a man has ex-
perimented # with reds = and ~thus
learns how to breed successfully, it
fhould tend to give him a desire = to
procure blacks.”

usually darker the first year . than

‘‘Would you recommend the . breed-

ithey: are the fourth or fifth . year.
The black foxes we started out with
had all some . silver, but by careful
gelection of the blutkebr we develops
ed a type. which now leads - the
world."’

‘“The black fox is not a freak. A
freak T consider an abnormal accid-
ent, contrary to the laws of nature.
A freak will not produce a  freak,
but the off-spring will revert back
to the usual type.”’

Mr. Dalton in response
questioning, proceeded to
the ““patch’’ or cross foxes.

In the London fur market there is
no such term as pntches They' are
all listed as ‘‘crosses.’’ Such foxes
are a color variety the same  as the
silvers but more closely allied to the
silvers than to the reds. They are a
combination of silver, red and black,
The red color is found on the sides
of the neck, back of the 'shoulders,
round the ears, the silver 'on  the
back, the black on the face and nose.

MIXED BREEDING

Theu, . the question of mixed breed-
mg was discussed.

to further
deal with

of blacks with

“The crossing
patches gives
satd Mr. Dalton.

ungertain  results,’’
We usually get a

[ dinary, board sheds, ' connectedy by
shutes, They used to lose their \lit-
ters, owing to the disturbances usu-
ally, associated ' with . a barnyand.
'The first year we kept them i
Iwire' enclosure,’ we had no : overs
Ihang and two foxes . climbed  out.
At first we had only*, one ‘strip of
wire between each pen. The  foxes
used to get. their legs' throngh and
kill sach other. | We stopped this by
dqublmg the ‘partitions, At first ' we
LB I& : u in.one pen,  This
res in duly and' when ' the
twor g in_ the same . pen,
they {each other's litters.
i ouble: with the water
X nests iud causing

p FadXs

. any diseases  to  con-
t ‘what was comrﬁon to

8 #nd lable o effect other ani-

! well. ' The fox is a hardy

iture. Ho ‘enjoys being out in the
- and it takes a temperature of
fifteen 'to ‘twenty degrees below
to, drl'qs him into his nest.

s
ﬂeﬁ. proeoeded to get Mr Dal-
‘on the color quatlon, in

the fox tamily.
The black fox, sllver fox and red
fox are all the specieg, differ-
ng onl\r in cdor‘ mw- vé been
found “in the' with & black
among m udu. or -uvm a-
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The Charles Dglton gilver. Blackl Fox

A

ing of the hlue fox' here I

. This is . an Aretic |fox
is not suitable- to. our’ Iﬁl&ndu
ate. It bad Heanis
with 4 fair meas
a  different 'species’ rom the M.
red or silver, it is ‘tHe “@mpeéciés
as the white fox. The skin s -not
worth more than $20 ‘or ' '$50,"
killed any ‘time. Xt has a thicker: uf«
der-fur than the black fox' but outer
fur is not, 5o heavy or so. long. .. ...

LEADS THE WORLD

““Why do the Isla.hd black iox luu
lead the world,”” "%
‘A large patcentago of thotn

a higher price than ‘the same color
or any -other’ cola \gom any other
part of the 'world: A cold;, . rainy
season will produce bmer fur than
a warm dry sSeasoh. ! 'The less ' sun-
light the Detter:the lustre, :and: the
darker the fup,. O Isln.nd climate
is .copler, the . ¢l

ture are less marke

parts of the Mainland and the fur =-
dapting itsclf to these’ changes .has
developed more uniférmly’ than ia
other ‘countriés. - As the fur reaches
its ‘tate ‘of perfection, the & middie
of Jannary, the .temperature later
in ‘the winter does not aflect ite tex-

. (Continued on ‘Page Two.)
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