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The Care of the Flock of Hens

 Shonld ‘Be ‘Undertaken by One

L« ~~The Feed Problem Can
- Be More  Easily Solved on the
/Farm Than Elsewhere,

Poultry and profit are hardly
synonymous terms to the average
farmer, but there are possibilities in
.the farm poultry business which, it

» Wwould no doubt convert
many to larger undertaking in that
line, In the great work of nroduc-
tion, no available source of food sup-
ply should be neglected and in the
cage of poultry, even more pointedly
than‘in that of the dairy cow, there
is a double chance of securing the
wherewithal to satisfy the most in-
sistent patural appetite. Poultry ana
egga go further than satistying the
appetite for food, their consumption
incites a desiré for more food of the
same kind, and in this fact lies thte
reason for building up the farm hold-
ings of live poultry with a view to an
increased demand for the finished
product when times become normal
and the average citizen feels Justified
in purchasing for his own use, when
is now considered in the way of a
luxury.

The appearance
farm flock of fowls
to believe that the keeping of poultry
in accordance with the advice of
those who have made a success of
the business' is an impossibility,
Breeds, sexes, ages and types of fowl
are badly mixed in the barnyard as
a rule and facilities for providing any
other condition are generally lacking.
With regard to the €egg supply, no
accommodation for the layers is pro-
vided and the few individuals that
follow what is their natural habit un-

of the average

der more favorable conditions, and |

do lay a certain number of eggs dur-
ing the symmer season, do 8o indis-
criminately as regards place and most;
inconsiderately as regards the con-
venience of the egg collector. i

A8 ‘a matter of fact, such condi-
.tions as the aboyve can be improved
upon, and without much expenditure
of cash provided one person connect-
ed with the farming establishment
can be persuaded to take and main-
tain ap interest in the farm flock and
the disposal of the products, Many
women,.and some men would find a
g00d ‘business in poultry on the farm
it they would only undertake it ser-
fously, and as the excuse for a flock
exists on nearly every farm 'in the
country, the opportunity to acquire
practice in the work of feeding, car-
ing for and preparing the birds for
slaughter and later for the market,
is ready to hand for many: With a
good knowledge of these matters to
work on theé matters of breeding and
more scientific management may be
taken up and no great amount of
time need elapse before the begin-
ner is in the way of making a finan-
cial success of poultry raising. )

The first aim of the person who
determines to make a success with
the farm flock should be to provide
a roomy, well-ventilated and well-
lighted poultry. house and when the
birds are énce quartered therein the
matter of regular feeding and: atten-
tion should be the main consider-
atlon. The problem of providing
feed for the flock is more easily soly-
ed.on the farm than elsewhere, either
summer or winter, as in the summer
the birds can have good, safe range
at small cost, and in the winter there
is'always a certain amount of grain
feed on the farm that is fit for poul-
try and no other kind of stock. Other
feeds such: as raots, clover leaves
and the material for sprouted grain
can also be obtained without extra
outlay for transportation.

Guard: Stock From Pojsons,

Many sheep and cattle are lost
from eating  poisonous plants and
other material, In many instances a
Uttle foresight on the part of the
owner would have prevented losses.
To cite one specific plant, most stock-
men in the eastern part of the coun-
try know that laurel:is poisonous,
and yet they will pasture their ani-
mals in a woodland pasture in spite
of ‘the fact that laurel abounds.
Sometimes a few, at other times
many, animals are poisoned.

Other pofsonous plants abound in
both the eastern pastures and the
western grazing lands, rthany of
which are definitely known and eas-
ily recognized. . A’ little precaution
through fencing and_ selecting pas-
tures would materially reduce the
deaths due to plant poisoning. Lark-
spur, lupine, water hemlock, darnel
grass, wild cherry, loco, white snake
root, wilted sorghum and oak brush
(shinnery oak) are the more com-
mon plants which exact a heavy toll.

Inorganic polsoning of farm stock
is also far from being of rare occur-
rence. Common, salt is definitely
known to be very polsonous to hogs
and chickens in comparatively small
Quantities. Soap powder in swill has
been' the cause of death of swine,
Aftigeptic tablets and rat poisons al-
80 have caused deaths among farm
animals. Patent rat pastes, and even
fireworks, have béen eaten by fowls,
which died latér from the effects of
phosphorus poisoning.

Decrease of Rural Population,

In 1880, 29.6 per cent. of the peo-
Ple of the United States lived in
cities and 75.5 per cent. on farms
and in towns of less' than 2,600
Population. In 1910, only 52.7 per
cent. lived on farms and in small
towns, with 46.8 per cent. in cities
above 2,500. According to the cen-
Sus figures for 1917, the proportion
of rural dwellers had shrunk to 51
per cent. At this time it is probable
that the proportions are about equal.
Yeur by year the number of consum-
ers becomes proportionately greater
and the number of producers pro-
borfionately less. 4

. Critical Periods In Call Life.’

The most oritical periods: in ' the
tite of the young calf ave at th
of four to six weeks; when the'
is changed from whole to skim milk,
and six to ten weeks, when the oalf:

beginning to eat grain and hay.

‘
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BROOM CORN.

Some Facts About a Rather Un-
familiar Plant.

The value of the brush of broom
corn depends largely upon the stage
of maturity when harvested, It the
.brush,l'a harvested when too young
the fiber is weak at the base of the
head, and when harvesting is delayed
until the brush is overripe the fibre
becomes hard and brittle. Good ser-
vige ‘cannot be expected from brooms
made of such brugh,

The brush should be harvested
when it has reached {he stage where
. the matural green color extends from
'the ‘tip of the fibre to the hase and
. centre of the head. This usually oc-
curs from the time when the flowers
\are falling to the time the seed is
in the milk or thin-dough stage,

Brush harvested in this stage and
properly cured, without being dam-
aged by the sun or wet weather, is
tough and flexible and of the best
quality.

If a seed crop is desired the brush
is not harvested until the seed is
fully mature. The.value of ripe brusn
depends largely upon the climatic
conditions previous to harvest and
the care given the brush after the

)
Standard Broom Corn.

seed is removed. If seed brush is
not discolored by wet weather, but
has the natural yellow color of ma-
ture brush, it commands about half
the price of good brush if cared for
in' the same way. !

Standard broom corn and dwarf
broom corn are harvested in different
ways. The standard is bent over or
tabled” and the' brush ‘cut off; the
dwarf is jerked or pulled from the
upright stalk.

The standard varieties are so tall
that the stalks have to bé bent over
to bring the brush within reach. This
process is called tabling. The tabler
walks between two rows, bending or
breaking the stalks over, three or
four feet from the ground. The
stalks of the left-hand row are bent
to the right and those of the right-
hand row to the left. This crosses
the stalks of these rows, so that a
sort of table is formed behind the
tabler, the brush projecting across
the table into the spaces between
this pair of rows and the next row
on either side. .

‘The brush is harvested by walking
in the space between the tables and
cutting the heads from the stalks
with a packknife or a knife with a
short, wide blade made especially
for that purpose. The stalk should
be cut so as to leave about six
inches of stem with the brush. All
leaf sheaths, or boots, should be re-
moved as the heads are cut. The
knife should be held firmly with the
cutting edge pointing at an angle
from the body. If the head is then
grasped with the other hand and the
stalk pulled against the knife, in-
stead of forcing the knife against the
' stalk, the stem of the brush will us-
ually slip out of the boot as it is
boingcut from the stalk. As'the heads
are cut they are laid in handfuls
on the table, The brush should be
hauled: to the curing shed and
threshed the same day it is harvested,
or at any rate not later than the
following day.

Dairy Notes.

Cows must have shade during the
heat of the day in summer.

A good dairyman does not keep
cows; he makes his cows keep him.

Diarrhoea is the most common
form of calf troubles met with in
hand-raised calves.

All good dairy cows should be giv-
en a name and every cow should
know her name.

The pails used in feeding calves
1must be kept strictly clean and used
for no other purpose.

The need of this country is not so
much more cows as it is better cows,
more properly fed and cared for.

Milk and milk products should be
more widely used on all our farms
during 'periods .of food shortage. .

Cream spoils when it gets warm.
Market or ship cream three times a
week in hot weather and twice a
‘week in. winter.

Much skim milk which formerly
went to' the feeding of calves, pigs
and chickens must now be utilized

for human food.

Cleanliness Prevents Disease.

Nearly all calf disorders are caus-
ed either directly or indirectly by lack
of cleanliness, and, clean conditions
constitute the best preventive of dis-
ease in the calf herd.

Wash Milk Pails Thoroughly,

Great care should be taken In
washing the milk pails. These should
be thoroughly scalded with boiling
water, or sterilized with steam if
possible. )

Must. Have Refrigerator,

r:ﬁv g

will be indispensable, -

. Where one has a number of cov'l\b
dhd considerable dairy products to
market some kind of refrigeration

| age.
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' “UP MUSKOKA WAY."

Sosae Kacts About a Good Farming
., Distriet In Ontario.

Muskoka as a farming district ma
be: described as a section epsclm;
fawored as regards climate, the year
being divided into distinctly marked
Busamer and winter weather; the
forimer no doubt of shorter duration
than in more southern districts, but
ideal for the production of grain,
hay and root crops, and not to be
excelled: for potatoes elsewhere Iin
America. As regards the foil of the
district, there is considerable variety,
though a clay-loam predominates,
the humus having been supplied by
the decomposition of many genera-
tions of fine' timber of which only
the most recent crops have been re-
moved by the lumberman. It cannot
be denied that the frequent outcrop
of rock throughout the district goes
to discourage the settler, whose idea
of a satisfactory farm is built up on
the anticipation of boundless acres
of grain such as obtain on the .prai-
ries, but if mixed farming is his ob-
Ject, great opportunities for success
are presented in the relatively cheap
acreage still existing in many parts
of Muskoka.

The new beginner at iarming in
this district has exceptional oppor-
tunities for turning his first year's
work into cash by growing vegetables
for sale to the big summer popula-
tion of the lakes, and the same mar-
ket opportunity exists for small
fruits, which yield a plentiful crop
of superior quality. The market for
live stock is not far removed either,
Toronto 'being within 150 mifes of a

[ great proportion of the area, and

closely connected by good railroad
freight service. Another advantage
is present in the gemerous supply of

, wood for fuel, a matter of great fm-

portance in these days of coal short-
Sheep-raising has been made
a success by many farmers in the
district already, and there is an op-

i| portunity for a great expansion of

this industry, the name of Muskoka
mutton being famous and ensuring
a price at least equal to the product
in this line from any other part of
Canada, :

PR S e

Power on the Farm,

The claims made for the gasoline
tractor as a help to the farmer are
usually with reference to the increas-
ed acreage that can be brought under
cultivation by the use of that ma-
chine, and too little notice is taken
of the possibilities that the tractor
holds out for the man who is chiefly
interested in intensive farming. The
benefits to be derived from double
ploughing, subsoiling and draining
land with tile — undertakings that
can be carried out with the help of
a tractor when other forms of power
avallable would not be sufficient—
are not brought into sufMcient prom-
inence, and as a result the purchasc
of a tractor is only considered, in
most cases, by such farmers as have
a large area of land available for
cultivation.

It has been well for Canada and
for the other Allied nations, that
this country has been able to provide
sufficient acreage of hitherto idle
land to allow of increased production
under the conditions imposed by the
war, and it is largely owing to the
increased use of the tractor that the
cultivation of this increased area has
been possible, but it must be borne
in mind that these acres must be
kept up to their present capacity for
production, or improved in the near
future, when the population is sure
to increase rapidly. Further depen-
dence for food supply cannot be plac-
ed entirely on increased acreage even
though labor supply is increased.
Bigger crops to the acre will have
to be the solution of the food supply
problem, and in treating the land
with a view to making it produce
more the tractor may well be utilized
on small' farms,

Where, up to the present, one
tractor has been used on 200 acres
for the sake of scratching the sur-
face 80 a8 to hasten the much needed
addition to the total wheat yield, two
such machines can be put to work
within a few years, it the same area
is to produce crops such as will be
required of it. More tractors, used
to capacity in cultivating the soll,
will mean more cattle, more horses
and more men to the acre, and the
quicker building up of the country,
in accordance with the opportunities
offered by her undeveloped resources.

———————
Shipping Apples.

According to. statistics just ocom-
piled, It required approximately 793
box “and 631 refrigerator cars to
move the Nova Scotia apple crop;
985 refrigerator and 376 box cars for
the British « Columbia shipments;
while * Ontario requirements were
498 box'and 971 refrigerators. Cars
are now rolling and the traffic will
continyie until the end of March, so
that thére will be a continuous de-
mand for refrigerator equipment
throughout that period. Nova Scotia
requires over 1,100 cars to move to
points in Quebee, Ontario and west
of the lakes, British Columbia ap-
proximately 1,075 cars to the prai-
ries and Ontario, while Ontario’s car
demands will be about equally di-
vided between local points and points
west of Port Arthur. It has already
been pointed out by the Canadian

Railway Wdr Board that there will

be a serious car shortage for the
fall movement of freight, so that
fruit shippers will readily see the
necessity and advantage of loading
available cars as heavily as will per-
mit transportation without damage.
A car saved is a car gained.

Truck and Community Breeding.

A few years ago when the half-
interest in a famous Holstein bull
brought a price that was then rated
as sensational, arrangements were
made to carry him back and forth
in a truck between the two farms
which claimed his gervices. The de-
veloping interest in community
breeding may be considerably ad-
vanted by the adoption' of the plan
of sending. a sire of valued blood
from farm to farm in a truck.—
Breoder’s Gazette.

e ———— y
Machine-milking should not be
forced too fast. Allow the cows a
reasonable amount of time to get ad-

"justed to the new method of milking.

|F0O0D
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NEEDED BY HOGS

RYE SOWN IN FALL MAKES
GOOD PASTURE.

Kish Scraps Are Excellent Where
They Can Be Procured, and
Alfalfa Hay, Soy Beans, Cowpeas
and Oats Are Also Recommended
as Feeds That Will Aid Develop-
ment.

Hog growers should provide home-
grown feed to supply protein — so
essential to the proper development
of hogs—and feed them in place of
shorts, iniddlings, tankage and oil
meal, which are hard to get and high
in price. Substitutes for.these con-
centrate feeds are found in crops
that are known to be rich in protein,
and we are advising the use of fish
meal, where it is obtainable. Alfalfa
hay, soy beans, cowpeas and oats are
suggested as good substitute feeds.

Fish scrap, which has heretofore
been used as a fertilizer, has been
tried in hog-feeding experiments con-
ducted by the Department of Agri-
culture, and it has been found that
meal made from ' this material .is' on
a par with tankage when fed to hogs.
A number of state experiment sta-
tions are now conducting similar ex-
periments in feeding fish meal (o
hogs. Owing to the transportation
situation, however, it is believed that
fish meal cannot be fed economically
in many parts of Canada.

Shortage of protein feeds can be
met with alfalfa hay in all localities
where it can be grown or obtained at
reasonable prices. There are two
ways in which this hay can be suc-
cessfully fed—in small racks placed
in protected sheds where the hogs
may have free acress to it, and by
grinding it and feeding it in self-
feeders or soaked in the form of
thick slop. The Department’s special-
ists urge that hog growers provide
an ample supply of alfalfa. Usually
the last cutting of alfalfa is saved for
hog feeding, but for fear this cut-
ting cannot be 'harvested in good
condition, a suficient amount of the
second ' and subsequent cuttings
should be saved to supply enough
feed for hogs.

Rye sown. in the fall makes good
pasture for hogs. As soon as it is
three or four inches high the hogs
can be turned in and left until snow
covers it up. Rye also provides good
pasture in early spring.

Soy beans are valuable to take the
place of other protein feeds usually
purchased. They make a very satis-
factory feed when the beans are fed
threshed, or as hay, or when ground
a8 meal. Soy-bean hay, to be most
should be cut early
enough to avoid the popping out of
the seeds. The leaves and the seed
both will be readily eaten when
handled in: this manner.

Dwarf Essex rape and oats can al-
50 be used successfully in the south
as a forage crop. Either can be seed-
ed from the last of August to the last
of September. Cottonseed meal can
be very successfully used in connec-
tion with corn as a hardening feed
for a. period not to exceed . thirty
days.

Farming In Australia.

Trade Commissioner D. H. Ross,
at Melbourne, in an account of Aus-
tralia's requirements in the line of
agricultural machinery, points out
that a demand has arisen in that
country for lime spreaders to over-
come the sourness of the soil caused
by the continued use of phosphates as
a fertilizer. The machines are chief-
ly in demand in the districts where
alfalfa is under cultivation. Further
in his report, which is published in
the Trade and Commerce Bulletin,
the commissioner says: ‘‘Despite the
fact that many bushels of wheat are
still held at Australlan ports through
lack of tonnage for transportation
overseas and that much of the labor
hitherto available to farmers is now
on active service with the Australian
Imperial Forces abroad, the outlook
for the agricultural implement trade
for 1918-19 is held, by importers, to
be distinetly encouraging.’” b

The above, together with the in-
iormation that the Australian Gov-
ernment has made a beginning in the
repatriation of its soldiers by ad-
vancing to them money for the pur-
chase of horses, farming implements,
ete., goes to indicate that Australia
will be good and ready for a big agri-
cultural advance now that the war
is over, Also the statement with
regard to wheat holdings in that
country that the available world sup-
ply of that cereal will be such, that
farmers in Australia and other parts
of the empire had been begin to
think seriously of other lines of en-
deavor besides wheat growing—pref-
erably live stock breeding and feed-
ing.

Bacterized Peat a Fimrde,

A couple of years ago, it will be
recalled, sensational announcements
were made as to Lhe results obtained
by an English experimenter in the
use of- bacterized peat as a fertilizer.
It was suggested that agriculture was
about ‘to be revolutionized. The
matter was immediately taken up in
the Bacteriological Department and a
test made in 1916 in the growing of
radishes, The ‘test was far from
satisfactory, but was regarded as in-
conclusive, It was followed in 1917
by tests in the graowing of lettuce.
It was found that growth is influ-
enced slightly possibly in the hasten-
ing of the ripening process, but the
final conelusion: is reached that the
returns are not commengurate with
tho: cost of treatment. It may he
added’ that similar adverse resilts
have been obtained from experiments
conducted on the subject of Rotham-
sted Station in England.—O0. A, Col-
lege Annual Report.

Improve Egg Production,

One of the easiest ways in which
to improve the eogg production in
most flocks is by breeding to strong,
vigorous males from winter-laying
strains. :

Protecct Cows In. Hot Wenther:
It ) ble 1o oxpect pro-
fitable returns from cows in warm
weather when they must stand in

the hot sun and fight flies all day.

SILO SCLVES PROBLEM.
Dairy Cattle Can Be Kept In Excel
lent Health,

With silage in. the ration,
cattle can be kept in the condition
of health common to animals on
pasturé. The digestive system of a
cow is well suited for the utilization
of large quantities of green grasses
and other coarse succulent material,
Silage is palatable, and no other feed
will combine so well with dry hay
and a little grain to produce maxi-
mum, economical results,

The preservation of the matuie
corn crop or the saving of one which
for any reagon must be harvested+
before maturity by placing it in silos

Silo Helps Solve Winter Feed Probiem
on This Daly Farm.

is deservedly increasing in popular-
ity. About 40 per cent of the total
food material in the corn plant is in
the stalks and leaves, When only
the ears are harvested nearly one-
half of the crop is lost?! on the other
hand when the crop is put into the
silo the losses are very small. When
drought, frost or insects attack a
field of corn before it is ripe the
entire crop may be lost unless a silo
is at hand in which to preserve it.

No feed crops can be so success-
fully harvested under widely varying
conditions as those that are put into
the silo. Only in case of drought or
frost is it necessary to rush the filling
of the silo; rain or dew on the for.
age does not injure the silage,

Ventilate the Cellar,

A well-drdined earth floor is more
desirable for a root cellar than one
of cement or brick. A certain amount
of moisture is needed to keep roots
and tubers in best condition, but
should not be more than can be kept
in check by thorough ventilation uf
the cellar. To ensure good distribu-
tion of fresh air in the cellar a pipe
several inches in diameter may be
carried from a window to the back
of the cellar, near the ground, the
outer end of the pipe being placed in
the space made by removing a small:
sized window pane. This permits ¢!
fresh air getting in behind the stored
vegetables, roots and potatoes and if
a second window-pane is removed to

| allow of the escape of old air, circu-

lation will bhe secured In very cold
weather both intake and outlet may
be closed if danger of freezing exists.

In putting vegetables direct into
winter storage from the field it is
sometimes impossible to remove all
injured or rotten parts and for this
reason frequent culling during the
storage season is necessary to pre-
vent the spread of disease. This is
especially true of potatoes, while a
vegetable that must be very carefully
looked after is celery, especially if
any disease of the stalks or leaves

.is present at digging time. In such

case the affected heads should be
stored away from the sound ones and
should be used during the fall.

The windows of any cellar where
vegetables and roots are store should
be darkened to protect the stored
material from too much light and
with potatoes all light, should be ex-
cluded during the storage season.

Milking Machine Saves Labor.

The milking machine will take the
grind out of the work in dairying. To
the looker-on hand milking appears
Lo be an easy job, but it decidedly is
not, to sit for one or two hours twice
a day in a cramped and unnatural
position with the muscles tired and
aching is anything but easy. The
mechanical milker does away with
all this. It is but the work of a mo-
ment to start the machine, attach the
teat-cups, and when finished to re-
move and change to another cow, and
80 on down tho line.

One man with a double unit
milker can milk twenty cows in an
hour, and do the stripping besides.
It would take a fairly good steady
man to milk ten cows in an hour if,
the mijlking were done by hand; so
here is a saving of an hpur twice a
day. Counting 300 days as a year,
or an average lactation period, two
hours a day for 300 days, is 600
hours. 8ix hundred hours divided
into days of ten hours each means
60 days, which at the present mo-
ment, when time counts for so much;
is too heavy a loss to be regarded
lightly.—S. G. Collier, in 0. A, C.
Review. e

Seed Potatoes After Hay.

Evidence of the possibility of in-
creasing potato yields by the use of
immature seed is provided by Mr.
Walter 'J. Cook, of Cataraqui, He
ploughs his sod in July, after a crop
of hay has becn removed, and plants
enough. potatoes to provide his seed
stock for the coming year. By the
time frost has cut down the tops the
immature seed has developed suffi-
ciently to be used the following
spring. By these methods Mr. Cook
claims to have increased his yield
nearly 100 bushels per acre.

Butter.

The Irish export of butter to the
United Kingdom in 1916, value
6,163,000, was the second in value,
the  export' from Denmark, 10,378,-
000, heing first, and that from New
Zealand, 2,728,000 third, that from
the United States, 1,179,690, fourth,
and that from Canada, 855,538,
eighth,

dairy ;
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SHIPPING 11T TV STOCK.

Farmers Wil Find That Co-operation
Pays Them.

An ideal condition, as affecting the
I've stoek industry, would be the
existence of a large number of live
stock shipping associations, all speei-
ally devoted (o the shipping of oniy
the best possible quality of cattle,
sheep and swine.

Co-opevation by farmers in ship-
ping live stock to market has proved|
80 successful up to the present that
the method is certain to be very:
widely adopted in the near future,

Preference to be Given ,
To Returned Soldiers

s
'

MONTREAL, Jan. 8.—A crewd of
sround nine hundred men congreght-
ed in front of t he  Vickors-Maxin:
plant this morning and created! what
a; one time resembled the beginnings
of a riot. They are looking for worlk,
When they failed to obtain it a rush
L was made for the fence' work, which
would soon have heen torn ‘down But

As it will, no doubt, become neces-
sary for u newly-formed association
to make special effort to attract at-
tention to its offerings in case of co-
operative shipments from definite
communities becoming general, and
as price cutting will be out of the
question under the co-operative sell-
ing arrangement, superior quality
will have to hé depended on to make
the stock from a particular district
specially popular with the buyers.

So far, co-operative selling of live
stock has shown its superiority over
individual disposal of animals to the
drover only in the benefit derived
from economy in small details of
business, and it yet remains for some
particular co-operative. selling asso-
ciation to show what can be done
through the careful selection of all
Stock that is allowed to go to make
up their carload lots.

The process of securing a large
membership in an association which
would enforce, for instance, a rule,
that no butcher cattle would be ac-
cepted for shipment that do not show
promise to yield at.least a 500-pound
carcass, but the association adhering
to such a rulé would prosper ulti-
mately, and if its rules were extend-
ed to demand hogs only of between
185 and 220 pounds, of the bacon
type and properly finished, the suc-
cess of the association would be even
greater.

The live stock industry of this
country must depend, for the future,
on export business. Already the hold-
ings of stock in the hands of the
farmers are beginning to show an ap-
preciable increase despite war condj-
tions; that is to say: Good ecattle
have increased despite war conditions
while the holdings of poor-class ani-
mals have increased, largely because
war conditions ‘exist. War conditions
have forced the practice of economy
upon the mass of consumers, ‘with
the result that the poorer ones, finan-
cially, will not indulge in unecono-
mical cuts of beef or other meats, and
it is a foregone conclusion that the
inferior class of beef cattle and other
stock intended for slaughter will
have to be disposed of at lower rates
than those now existing for such
material.

Economy in beef carcasses is re-
cognized and insisted on by the pur-
chasers of supplies for overseas, as
indicated by remarks of the Minister
of Agriculture recently and the Min-
ister’s appeal to farmers to finish
their cattle to a reasonable point is
worthy of consideration, not only in
view of the existing army demand,
but also with regard for the civilian
demand which is developing out of
a more general understanding of
what pays best in the way of beef
for nourishment.

It simply cannot pay to produce
canners and cutters on the farm at
present cost of labor, even with sell-
ing prices as they have been this year
and if a farmer’s breeding stock of
cattle is of the kind that gives only
animals of inferfor quality — bad
doers and poor type individuals—the
sooner he is out of them, even at a
low price, and into some good strain
—even at considerable cost to start
with—the better for his very near
future, because, only the good one
in the beef class will be wanted very
shortly, and the same requirement
is due to apply in the case of all
farm animals for meat supply.

Cheaper Steel Bars.

The Iron. Age in a summary of
market conditions recently said with
regard to steel and the agricultural
machinery business, in part as fol-
lows: The fact that makers of agri-
cultural machinery have secured a re-
duction of $6 a ton on steel bhar
shipments in the second half of the
year is widely commented on in the
steel trade. A concession to this fn-|
terest on its bar purchases has been
no uncommon thing for years. Gov-
ernment price-fixing promised to be
the end of it.

But there was pressure at Wash-
ington to prevent any advance in im-
plements to the farmer. The imple-
ment manufacturers finally agreed to
make no advance if the Government
would get them a $5 reduction onj
bars. The steel men were appealed to
and the reduction was granted,

It remains to be seen how far
complications in other bar-consuming
trades will result, but no other in-
dustry. heretofore has been able te
secure the preference given to im-
plemert makers and the odds are:
even greater now with the Govern-
ment thrown into the agrieultural
scale.

Is Fertllity Being Maintained?

The Commission of Conservation
recently sent out letters of inquiry
to 2,245 farmers located in various
parts- of Canada with a view to
learning how the fertility of farms
in the Dominion compared with
some twenty years ago. Thirty per
cent. of those inquired from reported
about the same yield per acre as
twenty years ago, 40 per cent. re-
ported some increase in yield, and 30
per cent. reported some decrease.
That is to say, the land, as used by
30 per cent. of all the men reporting,
was poorer in its power to produce
crops than it was twenty years be-
fore.

From Manitoba, 32 per cent. of
the farmers reported about the same
y,)eld per acre as ten years before;
not one man reported an increase,
and 46 per cent. reported some de-

.crease,

Be Vigilant.

Constant vigilance is the price of
healthy calves, and the (eeder must
always be on’the lookout for condi-
tians of scouring.

Milk and milk products are the
best human foods kmown,

for the company's police Chief Wells,
who addressed the crowd. He pointed
out that the company were shont of
materials and couyld not for the time
beilng give employment, but when the
materisl arrived thene wouldibe pleaty
to do, alihough the preference would
be given to returned soldiers.

The crowd then dispersed: quietly.

No Enemy Aliens |
To Be Employed

LONDON, Jan. 8—The' Lopdon
Stock Exchange bas passed a tow
rule under which no member shall,
without the special permission of the
commitice, employ in any capucity
any person of Germaan, Austrign}Hup-
garian, Bulgarien or Turkish birth or
any former member who has been
expelled and whose application for re.
election has been rejected.

Preliminary Peace
Conference Likely
To Last Three Months

..PARIE, Jan. 7.— The preliminnry
peace conference i3, likely to  last
three months, according to Marsel

Hutin, id the Echo De Paris.

At the end of the second monl,
that is to say, the beginning of March”,
he said, ‘fafter complete agreement
betweca tiie great Entents Powers, the
treaty will be ready for submission to
the enemy plenipotentiries for thelr
signatures. Reprsentatives of- all the
onemy countries wiil be invited to
ome (o Paris to learn the Allied
;onditions and will have-a.reasonable
time—about one month—in which tu
rofer to the governments,

“The preliminary treaty will con-
‘ain, first, a clause by which the En-
‘ente accepts a league of nations; se.
ond, the amount of indemniy payable
¥ Germany angd' the metHods of psy-
ment, and third, a definition of the new
frontiers. /

“Thesc are the principali chapters.
‘he prelminary  discusslons promise
0 be intricate ang it will' not be ae-
onivhing if the deliberations are long
vecause they will:deal with the entire
map of Europe and’ will’ evolve: the
:lauses of a definito peace: troaty.”

BRITISH SOLDIERS
UNEASY NOW. THAT.
WAR HAS BEEN WON

..LONDON, Jan. 7.—~The. alleged un-
satisfactory manner {n which demob-
ilzation is being carried out Is creat-
ing ill feeling among jt:he,' troops '{n
England. ln- ddddtion: to: the roubles:
at Folkestone, Dover any- Qsiterly, ‘the
men in other cumps, suth as Shors:
ham, Shortland,” Beckenhami Grove
Park, Sydenham and other places are
‘making demands for w devision ofithe
system of demobilization, dfaist
There has been 4 good deal of dis:
catisfaction, partiowlarly among 4k
men of the army servicé cafps,  who
were transferred from otuer units, BS*
he corps 'to which they are now as-
signed will be the last to be demobllis-
:d. Men who had been promised re-cim-
| ‘loyment by thelr preswhr employers
‘re anxious to be rel , d4s they
oar that thejr civil positions will be
‘aken before they get out: bt’ tho army.
On the other hand, those of the men
who have seen considérable service
re restless because mbn’ who Have
aever been out: of the cOUMEs are oh-
‘iining their: discharges; before . theé
vuterans. | i it By e
Tho soldiers stationed ai Osterley
broke camp.this moraing as. a. protest
against their transter from the intatitey
to the army sevvioe cotps. Titey dom-
randeered numerous motor 1orriss and
drove through London to White Hal
Cheering all the way. THey Thed up
otitside the ministry of demobiligation

while a deputation visited the officials
"1side. A representative, of, the minis-
try, at the request of tHe déphtdtion,
'went 1o Osterley to  investigate: the-
grievances of the men; to' witomh the
promfise was given that those. wio had
taken part in the demonstration weuld
not be punished. . et
Several thousand soldiers. stattoved

2% Shoreham: |1¢Mhsd‘.§o'.m“ ih it

t' delays in/ dorobiiizat
fon; A'major addresesd tHem ut the
town hall and promised to comtmuni.
cate their gribvances to thé war office. *
The soldiers thereupon dspersed.
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