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How They Were Treated
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peated public appeals o eniarge dependents’ al-
lowances for service en's families, refusing to

pay the cost of food and clothing for more than
two children in any soldier's family. And Mr,
King's Minister of Finance Mr, llsley thought

it no shame, in the third vear of this war, to
defend these economies by warning the Can-
adian House of Commons that Canada could
not “afford” to pay for the adequate and decent
maintenance of soldiers’, sailors’ and airmen's
chiidren. )

Mr. King's government, during nearly four
war years, until fear of public outery forced an
end of the practice, kept disabled and discharg-
ed service men awaiting tardy pension awards
on a “compassionate” hospital allowance of $10
2 month, docking the S10 monthly allowance by
the amount of the interest on any victory bond.s a
soldier might have acquired while on service.

Mr. King's government, at the end of five
years and cight months of war has not yet pro-
vided a safe and adequate modern hospital for
the care of the wounded and disabled men irom
all parts of Canada sent to Canada's main
orthopaedic centre ior treatment. ‘

It is Mr. King's government which, forced
step by unwillimg step to increase the_civilian
clothing allowance for discharged service men
from the $27 maximum it first fixed to_$35, to
$65, to $100, is still chiselling on men dls'charg-
ed with insufficient allowances and refusing to
pay them the diiference it owes. ) )

It is Mr. King's government which, having
coldly denied the heirs of men killefl in bat_tle
for Canada any right to the war service gratuity
paid to men returning from b:LL.lIe, now be-
latedly reverses its own shabby ruling and, with
a general election in sight, does by ol‘dex‘—nx}—
council the justice it refused to consider in
parliament, ’

—And, incidentally, it is the same Mr.
King’s government which- all through the war
neglected to provide hospital facilities or a dis-
charge depot for returning Prince lidward Isl-
and service men in this Province, but insisted
on having them treated and discharged at Hali-
fax.

Elections In Canada

The story of the increase in the popular
vote (includ'in;: rejected ballots) in Canada's
Dominion elections since the turn of the cen-
tury is told in this table:

1900—Nov., 7 952,496
1904—Nov. 3 1,030,186
1908—Oct. 26 . 1,173,856
1911—Sept, 21 1,307,528
*1917—Dec. 17 . 1,883,329
$*1821—Dec. 6 . . 3,119,306
1925—0Oct. 29 . 3,168,412
1926—Sept. 14 3,273,062
1930—July 28 . 3,992,481
1935—Oct. 14 4,452,675
1940—March 26 4,672,531

"Khaki election,

“First election with women's franchise.

There are many errors by which voters can
Kill their vete in the Dominion election, June
I, I a voler writes hiy N7 opposite  the
wrong candidate, it out and tries again,
he Kills his vote. The correct procedure is to ask

for a new ballot.

In this eleciion, oo, anv civiilan who takes
the serviceman’s of iting the name
of his choice on e hallot.

Four of the 18 12 1 cleciions held sinee
1871 have enpiice onoac Monday, which s
the week-day choscn for the 19t general elec-
ton to be held Junc 11.

Elections held hei nmore than
a day to complete, the ; inion election in
ISfl;". for msa King more than six weeks
for poili Ni he one-day elections start-
ed, six heen held on Tuesday, five on
Thursdayv, four on Monday and two on \Wed-
nesday. *

The 1872 c¢loction, held after Dritish Col-
umbia entered the Confederation, was a three-
month affai [t took t long for the chief
electoral officor (o ¢ he halloting from
coast to coast.  The v election was
Thursday, Jan. 22, 18700 The next was Tues-
day, Sept. 17, 1878 and Tuesday scored five
more in the intervening 71 vears. Vriday, Sat-
urday and Sundad never have been chosen as
election days.

Days and dates of the 20 Dominion elec-
tions since Confedorntion follow :

1807, Wednesday, \ug. 7 to Friday, Sept.
20; 1872, Saturday, July 20 to Saturday, Oct.
125 1874, Thursday, Jan. 22; 1878, Tuesday,
Sept. 17; 1882, Wedue:sda June 20; 1887,
Tuesday, Feb, 22 189, Thursday, March 3,
1896, V'I‘mwlu_\', June 23; 1900 Wednesday,
Nov. 7; 1004, Thursday, Nov. 3; 1908, Mon-
day, Oct. 26; 1911, Thursday, Sept. 21; 1917,
Monday, Dec. 17; 1921, Tuesday, Dec. 6;
1925, Thursday, Oct. 29; 1026, Tuesday, Sept.

months of war in human lives, it is some ocon-
solation to know, in the words of Prime Minis
ter Churchill, that for the British Empire the
toll was only a little more than a ‘third as large
as that of the Empire in the fifty-two months of
the First Great War. Empire armed forces sui-
fered 1,123,315 casualties during the war just
terminated in Europe, including 307,201 killed,
These figures are not conclusive, however, for
they run only from Sept. 3, 1939 to the end of
February, 1945, leaving out of account the last
two months of intensive fighting before Ger-

mated the death toll of his country in this war
at 12,000,000 split about equally between the
army and the civilian population. This appalling
figure can be at best a rough guess for it is
probable that the exact cost in human life of
the war to Russia will never be known,
The cost to Germany has been placed some-
where between ten million and fifteen million
in all categories. The Russians have placed the
toll of German army dead on the eastern front
at more than five millions, though this figure,
at the moment, seems rather high. This would
put the German losses in

sult of air raids must approach the
mark,

How many millions of civilians died in Ger-
man concentration camps is unknown. It will be
a long time before the liberated countries can
complete a census and have any idea of what
their death toll is. Poland had a pre-war popu-
lation of 35,000,000 but it is believed that up-
wards of 10,000,000 died or disappeared.
The burden of human suffering and misery

which these figures represent is altogether in-
calculable,
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NOTES-

Feast of Corpus Christi.
® x Xx %
Tomorrow the end of the wettest May for
years. The new moon is on the 9th June—
two days before the election.
x ¥ & »
“First priority home goes to Pacific volun-
teers,” says C.P. Ottawa correspondent, How
come ?

LR I

The work of the Charlottetown Free Dis-

pensary will be  reviewed at tonight's annual

meeting in the City Hall. There should be a

large and representative attendance.
* x % x

From tomorrow the regional oil controller
will take over the handling of all applications
for gasoline ration books. Till the present the

provincial authorities have handled the A, A,
books.
- % % »

It will be like old times being able to stop
on the road and have one’s tank refilled at any
time needed, instead of on restricted days at
restricted hours. Freedom is beginning to make
itself felt.

* % % ¥

Mr. Bracken, with three sons under
is being accused by a Quebecker with being the
father of a slacker, because one son, married
with six children, got postponement in conge-

quence of being employed on essential work in
a war factory!

Arms,

* ok ok %

Strangely enough, to the many people who
have been counting on the strength of the C.C.F.,
it is now apparent that that party has been fall-
ing back badly, from month to month across
Canada. This trend has been particularly ap-
rarent in Ontario, where the C.C.F, is going to
lose seats to all of the other parties. So far
has this trend gone, that the C.C.F. can be cer-
tain of no more than 25 or 30 seats throughout
the whole country, although they may reccive as
hany as 4o, depending on how the vote actually
goes.  As far as can now be ascertained, it is
now certain that the fight in the Federal elec-
tion is going to be a straight two-party contest

crous other candidates running for the smaller
parties will absorb a small portion of the vote.
The votes which these small parties receive,
while they will not be enough to take many scats,

1945,
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turn
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habilitation of
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Great Britain wasted no time
whatever in
civil liberties
announced that the
menace had been

retary Herbert Morrison rose in
the House of Commons on
nesday, May 9, to announce that

persons without trial had been res.
cinded, and that the privileges of

been put back

because it was made so

victory. It is an excellent
pattern. — Memphis Commercial
Appeal. o
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slipped into New York after ten
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charmed life.
Narvik, at Brest and at St. Na-
zaire, a frequent target for Nazi
bombs, but as one of her sailors

enough but they
as scratch ‘er ruddy back.”
was luck which couldn’t last.

at Suez,
dodging searchlights
aircraft fire,
both
a twisted and burned-out hulk on
the beach. But not even this was
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re Japs Abandoning
Southern China ?

(By DeWitt MacKenzie, Associated
yPress Foreign News Analyst)
Strange S are afoot

Southern China —  developm

which seem to presage the Japa-

nese abandonment of many of
their ill-got gains in that part of
the -continent but which “are ‘so
startling that one hesitates to ac<

‘cept that view.

e Chinese successes in the
Nanning sector, close to the French
Indo-China_ border, continue  to
pile up. Indeed the Japs a:e
showing weakness in their corri-
dor through South-Central China
as far north as the great Yangtze
River which pours eastward from
Chungking until it reaches the sea
north of Shanghai. Recently, too,
numerous troop trains have heen

British victories which have knock=
ed them out of Burma and not
only have reopened China's back
door for passage of supplies, but
have created a great threat to the
y Peninsula, Thailand 1nd
French Indo-China.

This big area not only has ceas-

ed to be a profitable source of
supplies, because of the blockale,
but it is becoming a trap. It may
be that the Japs have decided to
write this off as an asset, salvag-
Ing what they can for use in Nor-
thern China.
But of course they couldn't af-
ford to withdraw all” their fighting
forces—even if they were able to
do so, which is doubtful. French
Indo-China, Thailand and Malaya
must be defended for their nuis-
ance value. That probably win
cost the enemy close to 350000
men who comprise the garrisons.
But that’s only part of the story.
What is true of this Japanese-
held * territory on the continent
must also be true of the Dutch
East Indles. These rich islands,
bulging with the supplies which
Japanneeds for prosecution of the
war—also are cut off by the Al-
lied blockade. They no longer
have much value to our enemy
except in a nuisance way—their
defence will delay. our progress to-
wards vicfory.. .

L

The picture as a whole, then,
seems to indicate a tacit admis-
sion by the Japs that they are
beaten in the areas we have been
surveying. They will leave their
defence to the “suicide” armies
which will be cut off from t
motherland. Meanwhile they wiil
concentrate in Northern China
and Manchuria for a finish fight.

That appears to be the trend,

though I think we should regard
the position with reserve until we
have further developments for
guidance.

The French - Arak
Fight Is Dangerous

(By Dewitt MacKenzie, Associai:.
Press Forelgn News Analyst)

It is a tragic circumstance — with
all the trappings of a cynic's hol-
iday — that, while the United
Natlons labor in San Francisco to
create a world peace- strueture, a

loody clash at arms should be
going on among countries repre-
sented at the conference.

The fighting in Syria between
French troops and natives could
develop into 2n upheaval involving
many countries if it were allowed
to run its course. Great, Britain
and the United States are using
ttreir best offizes to try to halt it.
What's happened in Syria is this:
When Syria and its little nxighbor,
Lebanon, were taken from Turkey
at the end of the last war, they
were placed under French mandate.
However, the peoples of both these
middle  eastern counigies have
through the centuries been fiercely
independent and they continued to
press for their liberty until France
finally promised it

The second Great War: intervened,
but June 1, 1944 finally -was set
as the date when Syria and Leb-
anon should receive full sovereignty,
Britain guaranteed their independ-
ence. However, France continued to
maintain troops there and hag been
negotiating Ic.: s:reclal privileges.

L

o Recently anc‘e’a moved in more
ToOps, saying th-i was for the
purpose of establishing bases for
the movement of forces to the Pac-
ific for the war against Japan,

Then the trouble started, for the

ents

—

e

e

| All'shades

Lebanese and Syrians charged that
their liberty wag being ham-strung
They demanded the withdrawal of
all French troops. The French didn’t
comply and fighting has broken out
in Syria.

Here enters another element —
the newly-creited Union of Arab
Ss.tes. This comprises Bgypt, Iraq,
Transjordan, Saudi Arabia, Syria,
Lebanon and the Yemen. The Union
estimates that this affects a pope
ulation of some 80,000,000 Arabs.
Of course not all the Arab peoples
are members of the union, but

Moslems.

tion of unrhymed irregular verse of striking
power; in the Civil War of 1862-5 he acted as
a volunteer nurse, and left his impressions and
record of his experience in Dyum Taps; best
known for his Song Of The Open Road;

Afoot and light-hearted I take to the open road,

wherever I choose.

Henceforth T ask not good-fortune, I myself
am good-fortune,

Henceforth I whimper no more, postpone no
more, need nothing,

o

Wea

Each dreaming ‘stream rose-tinted

Healthy, free, the world before me, . from on high
- 1 . Feels the strange magic of a day
The long brown path before me leading new born,

What earthly
A morn in June with heavenly
‘What mortal

Of earth redeemed, to glowing life

Done with indoor complaints, libraries, quer-
ujous criticisms,

14; 1930, Monday, July 28;

'

1033, .\Iondax

Strong and content, I travel the open road,

Aglow far-flung Txe crimson-bos-

JUNE MORNING

omed morn,
ving gold threads
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Bastern sky;

artist could have
pictured this,

glory frought?
breast conceive the
woncrens bliss

The Unfon is giving itg moral
support to Syrin and Lebanon, At
this juncture moral support is about
all the Arabs have to offer, since
they lack substantial means to em-
ploy force, However, their unified
opposition is in itself a serious thing
and it obviously could grow into
something much more grave. Mores

the symvcthy of
states even though

other Moslem
the latter are

elready are voicing t'gir sympathv,
situation i3 its threat to friendly
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France Thic t'ireat exis's vartly

new-brought?
—F. N| MacArthur

P, E. I, Hospital
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of the national home for Jews.
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