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STOCK BREEDERS and GARDENERS

" . NEWSY NOTES -

By AGRICOLA

CHANGES AND IMPROVEMENTS

A prover? reminds us that “All
changes are not improvements’—
et all improvements must neces-
jet 8% changes. Within the last
:l’\lﬂy years (the period of my so-
ourn in the Province) I have not-
{942, "lile of both. The other
a8y, while talking of dialects, a
@0 asked me “Have the people
his Island & dialect?” “That is
difficult_question to answer,” I
.,pued. “They have no dialect, as
iunderstand the term; but there
usomethm‘g distinctive about their
talk, since 1 have scveral times
eard of people in the US.A. ask-
jng visitors “you are from P.ET
Syt you?” Perhaps this distinc-
e guility Is “timbre” rather than
Hhiect—that quality that differen-
&,m the sound of a bell from
that of 2 violin ,though we can
neither, as on the radio, for
tance. The old dialect of the
mqllsh-speaking Islanders was that
bevorshire, but I~ have not
heard 1t for years and I doubt if
anybody is left who speaks it. A
school-girl of thirty years ago, used
y “Eez, Zur,” (Yes, Sir) which

yas pure Devon. The amusing part
yas that she bore a braw Hieland
sumame; anl I opined that her
ancestors spoke only Gaelic when
they eame here, and took up the
pevonshire twang when they learn-
English. The only Irish word I
have heard was “fornenst”, mean-
« peside”, and it was an elderly
man who used it: I never heard it

from his sons. The rural school
gystem 18 evidently the melting-
which has dissolved dla-

scts in P. E. Island, and I am told
that the same process is taking
place in the North of England. We
may count this change as an im-
rovement—though ~ the  language
B less plcturesque.

A short time ago & paragraph
(eopled from an American paper)
appeared in “Notes by the Way”,
jamenting the decline of the fine
art of expectoration, and bewalling
the happy days when the cuspidor
was an important article of furni-
ture. Thirty years ago the practice
wa$ 4 common one among the an-
cents f the district where I first
located: and they were not partic-
= a) ut the cuszidor, the wood
box or even the floor, at a pinch,
being of equal service. I was prob-
shly classed as finicky when I ob-
ected, but the practioe was kept
{os minimum when I was around.
The .resent generation, I belleve,
has givea it up altogether—another
{mo-ovement.

1t will soon be Hallowe'en again
—eucu, fugaces, fugaces! as Horace
says. Time was when the festival
(as T suppose we must call it) was
sgnalized by a lot of really mali-
elous damage, especlally in the re-
moter country places. It has not
been so bad of recent years, due
tly to a better police system.
t also I venture to think, to a
thange of heart in the young folk,
who find more pdeasure in Hal-
lowe'en parties, than in mischiev-

ous pranks.

One of the most striking changes
in country life has its origin in the
advent of the a.tomobile and the
dlo. For a few years after my
coming to the Province, winter was
the time for visiting around: after
the chores were done, the “pung”
or the wood-sleigh was made ready
and away we would all go to some
farm on another road. There we
would wile away the winter's night
with two or three hours of merry
chat and music, for most people
had an organ those days and the
writer was let in for a good deal
of rlaying. Then after a lunch
ge--rously provided by the hostess,
everybody piled into the sleigh
sgain and drove home, sometimes
{n the moonlight, sometimes in the
teeth of a wild norwester. Those
were the days! Now everybody
visits around in a comfortable car
in the summer-time, and stays
home, listening to the radio in the
winter. A great change—but is it
an improvement? There is some-
thing to e sald on the other side.

There has been no improvement
in our political system: it is still
subversive of the character and
integrity of the people. It is per-
haps as well for an outsider not to
be more explicit, for “these be thy
Gods, O Israell”

PLANT BREEDING

Plant breeding may be classed
under two headings: selection and
hybridizihg. One or other of these
methods has been practiced for
hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
ﬁm in the Orient, but it is only

very recent t'.nes that they have
engrossed the attention of scientists
in Europe and America. In both
continents by these efforts. many
valuable and ornamental varieties

of plants ,have been produced.
;Il'h;f “Note” deals with selection
rst.

In any batch of seedlings from a
single plant we will find by careful
observation, certain individuals

Cier from the otlicis, elther

L., habit, color of flower, shape

of fruit or in other respects. The
first and simplest step is to select
from an immense number of sueh
seedlings, one or more which are
seen to be better than the rest. By
this method there have been pro-

duced all those commercial a| 1]
whose parent was the wild fgﬁe
9! the hedge-side, for apple seed-
lings are most variable, The mul-
tiplication of such an outstanding
apple is, of course, effected by
8T or budding. In the case
of the soybeans recently mentioned
in this column, the desired quality
was an earliness suited to our
short season and variable climate,
?ix:e(lidatfrtiexi sgme yea.rz’ selection the
-trial has proved entire] -
“ﬁ’ ‘}; P irely suc:
now established that seed-
lings of plants under cultivation
have a greater tendency to vary
than seedlings of similar plants
grown in the wild. The better the
scil, the higher the degree of cul-
tivation, and the longer it is con-
tinued the greater the variations
will  be. e bud-sprots which
have produced deeply-red apples on
a sinzle branch of a tree wgose or-
dinary crop is not so highly color-
ed, owe their origin to this cause.
Such sports are easily multiplied
by budding, and any one may be
a plant-breeder, in this sense, who
will take the trouble to watch out
for, and propagate, desirable sports
0¢ any species,
Annuals, which are necessarily
grown from seed each year, must
nave their sports or vaniations “fix-
ed” before they can be depended
upon to reproduce themselves truly
from seed. Seeds of plants with
the desired characteristics of form,
color, habit, etc., are saved and
sown. When the seedlings develop
all those which do not show the
uality required, are done away
&th ore their pollen ripens.
Seed is again saved from the best
of the plants and sown as before.
The reversions to the old form be-
come fewer each year, and in about
seven years the ideal plant may %e
regarded as “fixed”. ‘There ha
been some disappointment over the
behavior of the annual “Jubilee
Gem” blue Cornflower (Centaurea
cyanus), which in most cases grow
taller than the nine inches of the
advertisement, and in my own gar-
den produced plants with pink and
also white flowers. There can be

placed hurriedly - on the market
after too short a period of fixation.
(However, if any of my readers are
disposed to try their hands at fix-
ing it, a quantity of seed has been
saved from likely plants and will
be forwarded on receipt of an ad-
dressed stamped envelope.)

The second and more sclentific
method of plant breeding, is called
hybridization, ~ Briefly, pollen is
taken from the anthers of one
flower and placed on the stigma
of another, the process being term-
ed g:mnntlon. There are several
limitations in this kind of plant
breeding: it is only possible when
the “parents” are (1) varietles of
the same species: (2) species of the
same genus; and (3) in rare cases
(as in a few kinds of orchids) when
the parents are of different gen-
era. ‘The batch of seedlings from
the pollinated flower may (indeed
we may say, wil) look all alike;
but if they are again pollinated
from one of the parents, striking
variations will be manifested in
their offspring. These resulting
hybrid forms are then gerpetuated,
as the plant requires, by cuttings,
root divisions, grafting, budding, or
if annuals, by fixation. The process
of pollination, it must be noted,
would be of no avail if the stigma
had already been pollinated, either
by pollen from the flower {tself, or
by pollen transferred by bees or
wing from another flower. Breed-
ers guard against the former by
removing the anthers before the
pollen is ripe; and against the lat-
ter by enclosing the flower In &
muslin or paper bag. Systematic
plant-breeders must be versed 1,n
what is known as_ _“Mendels
Laws,” on which several books have
been published.

Superstitions about Infants

In Mrs. Gaskell's “Cranford”,
(recently mentioned in these Notes)
it is related how the old grandmo-
ther wrote to her daughter, poh:xt-
ing out the misohances which lay
in ghastly wait for the life of the
two-day's-old baby, and concluded,
“Be sure to go upstairs before you
go down” The authoress does
not explain this command, but it
brings to mind a superstition com-
mon at one time in the North of
England. It was imperative, said
the old gossips, that an infant, on
first leaving the chamber in which
i was born, should be taken up-
stairs; the ilea being that this was
a preliminary to insuring its “get-
ting up in the world” When the
chamber was already upstairs the
situation was not so simple; ¥
matter was, however, adjusted 9y
placing a chair on the doorway,
upon the seat of which the mother
or nurse, carrying the baby, was to
step, to leave the room.

It was the custom in the Nor-
thern Countles to give a new-born
infant gifts which were always
three in nnmber, but varied in kind.
In Cumberland thev were taken
by friends who visited the new-
made mother, and usually consisted
of an egg, & small pacg;etbgtmg:i.t.

sixpence. In Nor -
o g T the glﬂ.‘ilk were

l}nnd and Durham

presented when the child was taken
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Livestock Markets

OTTAWA, OCTOBER 19,
SUMMARY

After two weeks of declining
prices live stock markets made a
substantial recovery during the
g)ast week and cattle sold strong

40c and 50c higher, while cal-
ves were steady to 50c up, hogs 25¢
to 35c better and lambs steady to
50c above the close of last week.

Eastern Cattle Markets

Medium {o choice slaughter cat-
tle made a gain of 40c to 50c at
Toronto and the week’'s supply was
cleared out by the close with the
exception of about 400 stocker
cattle. The top paid on weighty
steers was $7.75 for a small lot,
with choice generally going at
$7.70, butcher steers and heifers
ranged from 8550 to $7.50. Stock-
ers were the only class to sell
easler, dropping 25c during the
week, clozing sales of good quality
making $5.50 to $6.00. Montreal
prices were steady to 25c higher,
except on good cows which were
a shade easier, steers sold up to a
top of &7 75, and good cows most-
ly at $5.25.

Western Cattle Mcrkets
Liberal buying orders provided
gopd activity on western markets

to a neighbor’s house for the first
time In Northumberland the gifts
were a J)iece of bread, a pinch of
salt. and silver coin: in some dis-
tricts an 2gg and some suet took
the place of the bread and salt.

It was lucky for a child to cry |
during baptism: if it didn’t, it was
“too good to lve.” Baptism or
“Ohristening” was rather more
than a religious ceremony, since
there were women who believed
that their ailing children never
commenced to improve until they
had been "aptized! a queerer be-
lef was held by a still older gen-
eration: when the child cried dur-
ing the ceremony, it was because
“the devil is going out of him.”

All over the North, cake and
cheese are provided against the
birth of a baby. These are cut by
the doctor, and all present are ex-
pected to partake: any refusal is
supposed to cause the child to grow
up ugly and without personal
charm. The nurse saves some of
these eatablss to take to the christ-
ening and they are given to the
first person she meets of the oppo-
site sex to the infant she is carry-
ing. When a school-boy he writ-
er met such a group of women,
and one saild ¢ Here, hinney”
(honey), and held out a small par-
cel. Not knowing of the custom, T
sald “What's that for?” Said she,
“Ye hev te give it te the forst
(first) lttle lad ye meet” “All

the
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'FIELD DAY

on the ranch of

CAPT, ALLAN A. MOSHER, MONTAGUE, P.EL
commencing at

1.00 p.m. TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31, 1939

The Fox Fieldman for the
Supervisor in extending a cor
who are interested in foxes

to attend and also 1
discussion

FOX ILLUSTRATION STATION l

Visitors are also welcome during
large tent will provide shelter.

the

Province jns with the
dial invitation to a}ll.
and other fur-bearing
bring foxes to the Field
of fur characters.
i the morning.

J. C. JACK,
. Supervisor

and prices were steady to 25¢
had

higher, numerous
o and his save good srengts o
e gave

this section of the market. Odd
loads of fleshy feeders made u|
to $6.25 and above and the bu
of the suitable stockers and feed-
ers from $550 to $6. A few sales
of shipping steers were made
at $6.50 to $6.75, and most steers
went to killers from $6.25 down.
Calg:ry was firm and stronger in
spots with the high on -butcher
steers at $6.50 and medium to good
going at $5.50 to $6. Tops at Ed-
monton, Moose Jaw, and Regina
 reached $6, Prince Albert $5.75,
Saskatoon $5.80 and Vancouver
was steady up to $6.75.

U. 8. Market Steady

Prices pald for Canadian cattle
at Buffalo were much the same as
for last week with $8.75 paid for
one load of heavy steers and the
bulk going at $7.75 to $8.50. IU is
estimated that these prices would
net back to the country about the
same as sales made at Toronto.
St. Paul pald up to $10.50 for
choice Canadian yearlings, from
$6.50 down for beef cows, up to
$6.75 for bulls and $8.50 for feed-

er steers.
Exports during the week were
4561 heef cattle, 182 dairy, and

817 calvies. Beef cattle exported
under the fourth quarterly quota
from October 1st to October 19th
totalled 12974 head. Exports from
January 1st to October 19th were
153775 beef, 10493 dairy, and
75,043 calve:, as against 45956
beef, 9.447 dairy, and 40,587 cal-
\{g;aln the corresponding period of
A release during the week by
the United States Treasury -
partment Indicates that a total of
40,346 heavy Canadian cattle will
be eligible to enter the United
States at the reduced rate of duty.
The release tlso showed that im-
ports from October: 1st to October
;hhdfrom Canada totalled 6,183
ead.

Calves Steady to Higher

Calves moved up 50c at Toronto
and 25c on grassers at Montreal.
Blsewhere the trade was active and
prices steady. Toronto pald up to
$11 for choice veals and Montreal
up to $10. The high at Winnipeg
was $8. and the top at Calgary
$6.50. High vprices paid at Edmon-
ton were $7.50. Prince A'bert,
Moose Jaw, and Regina $7 Sas-
kaktoon $7.50, and Vancouver

$7.25.
British Bacon Prices

The British Ministry of Foods
selling price of Canadian bacon
was placed ab 108s and Hams at
114s this week. These prices quot-
ed by the Ministry bear no definite
relationship to the basis of any

right,” said I. When they passed
on, my companion said “She means
me”, and glad to be rid of the par-
cel, I turned it over to him. It was
full of “spice loaf” and cheese, but
it is only falr to state that Billy
gave me half. What the good
woman was trylng to convey was
that custom compelled her to give
the parcel to the first boy she met.
Doubtless she thought him an un-
mannerly young cub for taking it
without ‘a werd of thanks.

The curious belief was prevalent
that, during the period between
birth and baptism, the insides of a
baby’s hands ought not to be wash-
ed: in Durham County this was car-
ried still further, for mothers ob-
jected to washing their babies’
right hands for a whole year, be-
cause this “washes the luck away.”
All these customs, it will be no-
ticed, are Intended to ensure the
future welfare of the infant; and
the three gifts (mentioned above)
without doubt had their origin in
the offerings to the Deae Matres,
a triplet of goddesses, who, in Ro-
man times, were supposed to pre-
arrange the fate of individuals.
Statues of these deities have been
dug up in at least two places in
Northumberland, and as their wor-
ship was wide-spread and moreover
very interesting, it may, at some fu-
ture time, be treated of in a sep-
‘arate Note

NOTES ON ISLAND PLANTS
The Rosaceae (1).

This is the “Rose Family” of
plants, and one of my earliest 03-
servations of this Island was that
the climate and soil were extreme-
ly suitable to the growth of its
members.  All the fruit trees of
our orchards belonz to the Rosa-
ceae, without exception; so do our
wild raspberries, Blackberries, June-
berries (“Indian pears’) and cher-
ries. Four species of roses and a
host of other plants swell the list
of this important and useful fam-

yF‘irst, on this list is the Meadow-
sweet, Spiraeca latifolia, whose
white or pinkish flowers embellish
moist rough pastures, to the an-
noyance of the farmer, who terms
its obstinate wiry stems ““Hard-
back”. It is sometimes confused
with another native plant the
Steeple-bush  S.  tomentosa. but
this has the twigs and under sur-
tace of the leaves rather wooly.
Both plants were observed here by
Professor Groh in 1926.

The Apple Pyrus Malus, needs no
description: many  well-known
kinds are in our orch:rds, and teir
seedlings (as unlike them in fruit
as may be) are on every roadside
Pyras arbutifolia is our Red Choke-
erry; not as common I think as
P. melanocarpa, the Black Choke-
berry; both however having highly
astringent berry-like fruit as their
names show. These shrubs are
well known for thelr “puekery
qualities but occasionally a sweet
variety is found. Josselyn, in his
“I'wo Voyazes to New England.
1638, mentions their fruit as “of
a delicate aromatic taste but some-
what sliptick.” A natural hybrid
between P. arbutifolia and the
Large-fruited Mountain Ash was
found in the Province a few years
ago by Prof. R.R. Hurst, Plant Pa-
thologist.

Former botanists only m:ntion
one species- of Mountain Ash or
Rowan-tree, the Pyrus americana.
The writer some years ago called
attention to the presence here of
the Large-fruited Mountain Ash
P. sitchensis. Both specles are said
to be used in making preserves and
home-made “wine” and the writer
would be glad to hear from readers

as to other eco: uses.

final settlement th:'Ze may make
with Canadian exporters of bacon.
No indicallon of any final settle-
ment they may make with Can-
adian exporters of bacon. No indi-
cation has been given yet as to the
basis of settlement which will be
made for requisitioned bacon. This
rondition also applies to the
price of 1005 quoted for Canadian
bhacon in our Market Review last
week.

Hog Market Higher

Hogs moved up 25¢ to 35¢ at To-
ronto and mostly 25¢c at other
cenires. Closing vrices on bacon
at Toronto were $8.75 to $8.85 off
trucks or $12 dressed, Montreal
$9.25 f. & w., Winnipeg $8.25
f. &. w., Calgary $8.10 off trucks,
Fdmonton $8, Prince Albert and
Saskatoon $7 95, and Moose Jaw
and Regina $8.

Lamb Market Stronger

Lambs were 25¢ higher at To-
ronto, the bulk going al $9.25 and
a few up to $9.35. Some show
lambs from fall falrs made $9.50
and $9.60 for first grrdes. Mont-
{eal was paying $9.50 for good
ambs which was 50c better than
1ast week end grading was not too
close. Lambs weighing 100 lbs. or
over were discounted 81 per cwt..
Winnipeg had rood action and too
lambs made $8.25. The high at
Calgary was ¢7.RR. Edmonton and
Monse Jaw ¢8 Prince Albert &7
Secknot~on  47.35. Regina $7.50,
'-”;d Yxncouver paid as high ds

CATTLE MARKETS

Toronto had a lighter cattle run
at 7,622 head and medium to
choice slaughter cattle moved up
40c to 50c but sotckerz dropped
25c. The supply included 1700
head held over from last week and
with the exception of 400 stockers
the yards were cleared by the
close. Weighty stzers brought
$6.25 up to $7.70, with a small lot

and butcher cows closed aft $4 to

.50, with canners and cutters at
3 to $3.75. Bulls were $5 to $5.50
for butchers, $4.25 to $4.85 for
bolognas and fed calves were most-
lv $7.50 to $9.25 with three choice
$9.75. Stocker trade ~was slow at
the easier prices. Picked stock-
ers opened at $6.75 to 87, with
stock calves at $7.25 but closing
sales on medium to good stockers
were $5.50 to $6 50 Good milkers
and springers steady around $90
for tons but commeoa sold slow at
$8.50 to $6 each.

Montreal had 2253 cattle with
prices on good steers steady, good
cows a shade easler and other cat-
tle firm to 25c¢ higher. Steers rang-
ed from $4 to $7.75. with good
kinds mostly $7.15 up. Hellers
were $4 to $6.25. with some light
thin -ones down to $3 50. Fed cal-
ves made $7 to $8.50, good cows
mostly $5.25, others down to $3.50
and canners and cutters $2.50 to
43.25 Bulls ranged $3.50 to $5 or
better.

CALF MARKFETS

Toronto calves were 850c h'gher
throughout, veals at $6 to $10. ac-
cording to qualitv, and grass
calves at $5 to $5.50.

Montreal sold veals at $6 to $10
with good ones $9 .50 and above.
Drinkers and heavy fat calves
were hard to sell. Grassers made
$3.75 to $5.

HOG MARKETS

The Dominfon hog run Wwas
sharoly higher at 105,066, com-
pared with 83088 In the same
last year. to date, this

Use and Care
of The Tractor
During Winter

(Experimental Farms News)

The tractor represents a majo:
investment in any farm business
and must be worked a maximum
number of hours each year to pay
greatest returns on this invest-
ment. . Winter use of farm trac-
tors has been increased in many
areas by the adoption of track
type tractors or farm tractor tires
on wheel type tractors. The in-
creasing winter use has brought out
the need for special care and ser-
vicing during a period when or-
dinary farm power units are laid
up, states G, N. Denike, Dominion
Experimental Station, Swift Cur-
rent, Sask.

Tractors with improved cooling
systems and thermostatic control
as well as reduced motor and
chassis vibration may be filled with
a good grads of anti-freeze solu-
tion to protect the power plant
against the dangers of sudden tem-
perature or load changes tarough-
out the freezing seasons.

Cold weather tractor operation
demands the same motor care as
cold weather car or truck opera-
tion. Light weight crankcase oil,
S.AE. 10w or 20w is essential to
proper motor lukgication. Light
weight gear grease in transmission
and difterential is equally im-
portant.

The change-over to winter lubri-
cants in motor, transmission, dif-
ferential and pressure gun should
take place as soon as the tempera-
ture normally reaches {reezing.
Light lubricants of good quality
will withstand reMtively h'gh tem-
peratures better than the heavier
lubricants will withstand lower
temperatures. An early change-
over of lubricants in the tractor
which is liable to be run during
the winter will reduce mainten-
ance costs by thorough lubrication
at all times and by flushing out
the accumulation of normal sum-
mer wear which remains suspend-
ed in the heavy summer lubricants.

Storage in shop or shed where
the temperature may be kept above
freezing will help greatly to reduce
motor wear as well as prove very
convenient, Tractors,  whether
housed or not, should be given a
warm-up period of from 5 to 20
minutes before putting under load
during adverse weather. Lower tem-
peratures increase this warm-up
period while warm storage will re-
duce it.

Many long haul jobs which were
formerly rushed to completicn dur-
ing the busy fall season may be ex-
tended through the winter to make
better year-round use of the farm
tractor. When weather and travel
conditions become impossible for
tractor use the machine will be in
suitable condition for careful over-
haul. This should be done each
year to ensure trouble-free use dur-
ing these seasons when delays are
O e

e tractor is not to be used
during cold weather, careful stor-
age in a convenient place for over-
haul is highly important, Rub-
ber tired tractors should be blccked
up with the weight off the wheels;
use of a good rubber paint after
cleaning will help preserve the
tires; tire valves should be turned
to the top where they may be con-
veniently checked for air pressure
before the blocks are removed in
the spring; if only water is used in
the tires as weight, it should be
drained before freezing weather,
and a quart of pure anti-freeze
solution placed in the tube to pre-
Yent damage frem that portion of
the water which cannot be thor-
oughly drained out.

Thorough washing and cleaning
down of all parts of the motor and
chassis before storage, together
with fresh grease in all hearings
will help prevent the rusting and
coating of essential parts. Fresh
paint on all worn or scratched sur-
faces will prseerve the finich and
improve the value of the
machine,

2,612,723, last year 2,513,151,

Toronto bacons gained 2ic to 35¢
closing $8.75 to $8.85 off trucks
and $12 dressed. Sows so.d at $5.50
to $5.75 off trucks. Packers prices
for direct deliveries closed sub-
stantially higher with Hamilton
paying $11.50 to $11.75. .

Montreal opened with bacons at
$9 to $9.25 f. & w. and sold at
$9.25 after Monday. Rail grades
were $12 to $12.30 closed at $12.30.
Truck bacons $9.50.

SHEEP AND LAMB MARKETS
Toronto lambs were 25z -igher
at $9.25 for good with a few $9.35,
show lambs from Middlveille and
Manitoulin Island sold at $9.50
and $9.60 for first grades. Sheep
were steady, culls at $2 to $3 and
good light ewes up to $5

Montreal paid $9 50 for good

lambs and  discounted  those

making $7.75. Buicher steers nnd',“wgigmng 100 1bs.
heifers sanged from $5 50 to $7.50 | cwt. Sheep rangedorfrglvxfrszslﬁopelx;)

$5.
OVERSEAS CATTLE EXPOR
To date this year: tie

Beef cattle
1 1,181 Last year: Beef cattle 25,262
Pg{l{)y cattle 2783 Dairy cattln

No Water No Pay

The Trask improved methecd
of Well construction insuring
s itary and dependabl
water supply with our ten
year guarantee at no extra
cost now available.

_AWhy be satisficd with less.

TRASK WELL
Company Limited

ABRAHAM PETERS,
North American Hotel,
Charlottetown.

—_—e
VAUGHAN H. GROOM,

Mgr. for Prince Edward Island
Summerside

year

whole

NATURAL RESOURCES
MARSHFIELD.

» CONSERVATION -

A WEEKLY COLUMN OF PRACTICAL OPINIONS OF THE
VITAL ISSUES AFFECTING THE USES AND ABUSES OF

BY MR,

WELFARE SERVICES

(Whitcomb H. Allen, General Man-
ager, Mohawk and Hudson River
Humane Society, Albany, N.Y.)

America, rushing along with &
surplus of material things, has been
careles of those who produce, man-
age and conserve them to hand on
to successive generations.

Not until we felt the full force
of the depression was our attention
focussed on how -and under what
conditions our people were living.

For many decades but scant not-
ice had been taken of those who,
through misfortune, ignorance or
carelessness, were suffering from
the lack of even the real necessi-
ties of life, such as food, housing,
clothing and fuel.

Perhaps the lack of care for this
comparatively small percentage of
unfortunates was supposéd to have
acted as g spur to others to avold
dependency. It might have been
justified were it not for the fact
that many innocent persons related
to them were also subjected to
many deprivations and much suf-
fering.

Among these were some of the
children who were to take up the
burdens of the next generation.

With the beginning of the de-
pression, when a large number
fell into the dependency class, they
became significant politically, and
measures were adopted first by loc-
al communities, then by statesand
then by the National Government.
to attempt to meet the needs, not
only of this new class of depend-
ents but of that number who had
always 2een more or less depend-

ent.

Taking advantage of the Govern-
ment's awakening at that time, so-
cial workers and philanthropists
seized the opportunity to bring to
the attention of the mnation and
our law-makers conditions that had
Jong been detrimental to the health
and well-being of a comparatively
small percentage of our population,
which, hitherto, was not considered
the responsibility of the Govern-
ment.

It is true a feeble ray of light
had been thrown on the need —of
some assistance to promote mater-
nal health; and a Children’s Bur-
eau, with a staff for research, had
been established by the Federal
Government; but even this Bureau
was mever adequately staffed nor
financed. Some of our States had

needs of each state, Its first objec-
tive, therefore, was to acquaint
itselt with the situation in regard
to child care in each state and to
build accordingly. Because of the

child welfare service funds shall
be used for services to children in
rural areas—and not for thelr
maintenance.”

As to the effect this has had on
the improvement of services to
children, it is too early to draw
conclusions. This much may be
said, however, it has made many
communities aware that for years
they have been neglecting hundreds
of thousands of children in rural
communities, and that even in
many urban centers of population
there is a great need for strength-
ening services to children.

Of Interest to protective societies
is the fact that where such studies
and services have been established
on a skeleton basis, it has demon-
strated
and quantitative work upon the
part of ‘health, family and protec-
tive agencies.

The intent of the law is, undoubt-
edly to establish the meed for ad-
ditional and improved services in
rural areas through study and
demonstration financed from Fed-
eral funds, with the objective of
having 1'cal tax supported public
agencies eventually assume entire
responsibility.

For this reason, in my opinion,
private protective agencles, such
as repr by the humane
group cannot expect
financlal assistance but
called upon to help in developing
and rounding out the program.

This much is certain—that the
more case work penetrates those,
heretofore, neglected fields, the
more rrequent]go our agencles will
be called upon to render high grade
specialized services in the fleld of
protection.

To illustrate—The Social Service
Department of a hospital recently
called the attention of this Soclety
to a family because the father,
aged 47, and his son, , 15,
were about to be discharged from
the hospital, where they had "een
patients suffering with pneumonia.
They wan! home conditions

enacted “Mother's Pension Laws”
but most of the laws enacted were
interpreted with such strict legal-
ity that many mothers found it
more desirable and of greater ben-
. efit to their child or children to
| place them for care, either in a
foster home or in some institution
for children. This was largely due
to the fact that the allowance that
could be made to the mother of one
or two children was not sufficlent
|to maintain both the mother and
her children.

Several states had also enacted
old Age Security laws, which
sought to bring a measure of com-
fort to the aged dependent, other
than had been provided by alms-
house care, and some states had
enacted unemployment insurance
laws, but little had been done to
solve our many and widespread
social needs.

The depression, hherellorei
served a good purpose, insofar as
it has brogxght to the attention of
the American public a reeling of
responsibility for the care..of the
aged and the conservation and pro=
motion of the health, education

development of its
youth,

While our children’s agencies are,
of course, interested in the whole
|Soc1a1 Security program, we are
more particularly interested at this
{time in the specific things that
! have been done for the care of
children and to know to what ex-
tent the Federal and State legisla-
tion has brought agsistance to
children in the rural areas.
1 We all know that legislation
alone camnot solve the problem
| meeting the various ~n
children, and that it takes persons
of skill to organize suitable servis*
and to secure personnel with train-
ing and’experience to adminisier
the provisions of the wvarious laws

~dvelv. -
| We will consider, heve, oniy Jhal
part of the Feleral Law providing
for the organization of welfare
service in rural areas for which
an appropriation and _provisions
to carry It into effect are provided
for in ‘Title V, Part 3, of the Social”
Security Act.

A rs(}:yent pamphlet of the New
York State Department of Social
Welfare entitled “Child Welfare in
Rural New York” glves much in-
formation on the _objectives and
plans for the development of this.

has

and nroper

ol
ot

service.
Objectives: T{xe fpg‘rpcsseglc 1 nolbgg-
this part o e -
tive of P o s

curity Act is to bring
children in rural areas services
which have been developed here=
tofore mainly in cities. The Act
provides for the cooperation of the
United States Childrens’ Bureau
with state public welfare agencles
estadlishing, extending, and

“in

strer.gthening, especlally In gre-
dominantly rural areas, Dpu lic-
welfare services...... for the pro-

taction and care of homeless, de-
pendent, and neglected children,
and children in danger of becoming
delinquent. ..,..."”

Source of Funds: Child welfare
services are financed entirel
federal fundds, in this respec aif-
fering from other services of the
Soclal Security Act which require
the states to meet a proportional
share of the cost.

The funds the allotted to the
stat-- by the Secretary of Labor
“on the basis of plans »de'veloped
jointly by the State agency and
the Children’s Bureau, to each
State, $10,000, and the remainder
as the rural population of such
state bears to the total rural pop-
ulation of the United States.”

Federal plans: The program of
the United States Children's Bur-
ean for child welfare services in-
volves long-range planning, with

the greatest possible elasticity of
aprocedure and plans adapted to the

i3
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checked before discharging the pa-
tients. Had heard home conditions
were quite bad. Stated the informa-
tion was not a complaint but a re-
quest for service.

A visit to the home revealed that

fifty years of age, and nine child-

age, atending High School, and
being a baby, eleven months of aze
were living in a five room old farm
house, which was in a bad state
of repair, without plumbing facil-
ities. The paper had fallen off the
ceiling of some of the rooms be-
cause of a leaky rcof. All of the
family slept in three rooms.

Tests at the hospital had shown
that the father was tubercular, and
the children cave visible evidence
of mal-nutrition. 4
The father had bought the pro-
perty some years ago for $325 and
still owed $i25 balance. His health
had been poor but he was adle to

get casual day work during the
summer, assisting neighboring
farmers.

In the early Fall the income

from this source had been com-
gletely cut off. The entire family
ad been existing on a budget of
$4 a week for food, None of the
children had had physical exam-
inations or needed medical care.
The Welfare Officer in the com-
munity felt that the family was
“of little use” and that the bud-
get was large enough.
Space does not permit a descrip-
tion of all that took place before
we were able to get the food bud-
get raised to $8 a week, plus an
ade(ﬁmt‘e milk supply, some repairs
to the roof and a -physical examin-
ation of all the children, which
revealed that, at least, six of them
should be referred to a tubercular
sanitarium for care and treatment.
In this case it did mnot require
legal action to compel the parents
to cooperate. When our purpose

the need for more intensive -

the father and mother, both under
ren, the oldest a girl, 16 years of

eight other children, the youngest

|Now Time To '
Protect 1940 Crops
From Insects

During the War of 1914-18 the
Dominion Entom: Service
adopted a slogan “Crop Protection
Means tlon”, In the
present ous crisis, it is equadly

every effort be

important that
made by the farmer, the
wn.nd all oth

protecting grain, frult,
and other commodities, from dam-
observ:

adoption of this elastic program, | age by insect es the
general rules and regulations ap- | Dominion Entomol .  Co-op~
plying to all states are reduced to | eration in fighting insects is es-
a minimum, and states are treated | sential in any effort -to
on & casework basis. One general | more and be In of
regulation, however, has  been | war particularly who are oon~-
strictly adhered to: namely, that cerned with the CIrops,
of crops already

or the handling
harvested, should realize the enor-
mous losses Which may be possible
from the ravages des tive
ingects. These small creatures have

des
tion: When in ou form they
devastate fields of growing in,
orchard trees promising

crops of fruit, forest and
trees, dried products kept in store;

g;c atg iltjtle t;elonclng to maoxé
n rom some kind
insect. F'ox"u{ho people in Canada

and those who serve in the allied
armies there must be a continuous
supply of wholesome food. As has
been stated previously, insects can
be pracucallﬁlas effective as enemy

submarines destroying food su
gﬁs. Like mbmarlgm they a‘r:-
dious in their

must be sought out and

It is particularly necessary

days to take every means to pre-
vent these losses, the annual total
of which in Canada is enormous.

oratl Th >
operations.

dest; e?

ese

During esent autum
wherever e, remnants
crops and other refuse should be
removed and burned; otherw'se

such refuse will serve as brecding
places and hibernating quarters
for many Iinsects. Undoubtedly
war gardens will be established

throughout Canada in 1940. The
land for these should be warked
over this autumn so as be i
better oondition for further cul-
tivation in spring.

During the winter months al

preparations should be made, for
next year’s offensive against ine
sect pests. mpﬂm of insecticides
should be ob ed; spray and dus
equipment should be overhaul
cleaned and olled; in readiness for
spring and summer requirements,
and seed of all kinds kept in store
should be watched from time to
time to see that no pest developes.
’mminion orlprovm?ial entomolo-
2! are employed in every pro-
vince of Oanada. Their services are
available at all times. Letters ad-
dressed to the Deminion Ento-
mologist, Dominion Department of
Agriculture, Ottawa, will - receive.

gromgt attention.

had been explained to them, the
were most ready to rive their uz
sistance to improve. their condition.
Our greatest difficulty was in
convincing the relief authorities
that $4 per week was not adequate
for food and-that the childven re-
quired medical attention and treat-
ment in a suitable institution.
Undoubtedly, such situations a
this exist in hundreds of rural
areas which will be %“rought ‘to
light as services.are increased. !
It will not only save sufferin
upon the part of individuals bu

‘vestment for the community from
an _ecdnomic point of view.

The “provision in the Sccial Se-
curity Act in providing welfare
services in rural areas is not to
destroy, but to strengthen. every
agency in the fleld, both public and
private, as is evidenced by the fol-
lowing paragraph:

The amount so allotted, shall be
expended for payment of part of
the cost of district, county, or other
local child-welfare services in areas
predominantly rural, and for de-
veloping State services for the en~-
couragement and assistance of-ade-
quate methods of community child-
welfare organization in areas pre-
dominantly rural and other’ areas
of speclal need

EVENSONG TO' CONFORM

LONDON— (CP)—Such are the
extremes to which Britons are drive
en in war, that a newspaper an=
nounces Evensong ‘at St. Paul's
Cathedral for 3.15 p. m. The time
was moved forward because of the -
sundown blackout.

e

MAIDSTONE, England —(OP) —
Londoners evacuated here to help
with the Kent hq»-picking have ap-
Folnt.ed a bench of three to judge
jin disputes between householders
and evacuees.

POULTRY SHIPPERS !

—

year around for your
DRESSED.

Markets.”

We will buy your Po
or, Dress your Poultry

SHIPPING CRATES
FURNISHED

Your Enquiries
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Swift’s offer you: A Bonifide Cash Market all
A trial shipment will convince you that we offer
“Highest Possible Cash Prices in Line With
“Honest Grading and Weights.”

“Prompt and Courteous Service.”

cost and pay for it on dressed basis and

For Further Information Write, Telephone or

. Se:tUs ) \
Swift Canadian Co. &
Limited %

Charlottetown, P.E.L. @;‘

Poultry, ALIVE OR

ultry Alive or Dressed
for you at a reasonable

FOR LIVE POULTRY
ON REQUEST

Will Be Welcome

I TITTE ST ISP,

£ oy

2

in the long run, wil be a good In-




