§ DR. TALMAGE'S SERMON.

Rev. Dr Talmage preached this
morning from this text, Judges ix, 36,
«My father, if thou hast openmed thy
mouth anto the Lord,do to me according
to that which has proceeded out of thy
mouth.” He said:
Jepthah was a freebooter. Early
taroed out from a home where he ought
to have been cared for, he comsortad
with rough meo and went forth to earn
his living as best he could. In those
times it was coosidered right for a man
o go out on independent military ex-
s. Jepthah was a good man
L ‘sesording to the light of his dark age,
. pat through a wanderiog and predatory
. Jife he became reckless and precipitate
. The grace of God changes a man’s
. peart, but never reverses his natural

: ment. The Israel tas wanted
R ke Ammonites driven out of their cona-
. iy, %0 they sent a delegation to Jep-
. tha, asking him to become commander-
B inchief of all the forces. He might
" pave said. “You drove me out when
. you had no use for me and, now you
. are in trouble, you wast me bick.”
'~ but be did not say that. He takes com-
‘mand of the army, sends msssengers
~ to the Ammonites to t 1l them to vacate
~ the comntry and, getting no favorable
| responsé marshals his troops for battle.
. Before going out 0 war Jepthah
. makesa very solemn vow that if the
¢ Lord will give him the wictory, then,on
~ his return home, whatsoever first comes
~ out of his doorway he will offer in sac-
[ gificeas a burnt offering. The battle

IL was no skirmishiog on the
-:d daager, no unlimbering of bat-
teries two miles away, but the huiling
- of men :l the points of swords and
-~ spears the grouad could no
. more drink the blood, and tae horses
. meared to leap over the pile of bodies ot
- theslain. Inthoseold times opposing
| forces would fight until their swords
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, were broken, and then each one would
throttle his man until they both fell,
teeth 1o teeth, grip to grip, death stare
to desth stare, until the plain was one
tumbled mass cf corpses from which
the last trace of manhood had been

dashed out.
ies lay captured at nis feet.

Gilead ! Let the trumpeters call up the
survivors. Homeward to your wives
sod children. Homeward to have the
spplause of an admiring nation. Build
triamphal *reches, swing out your flags
all over Mizpah, open all yoor doors t>
receive the captured treasures, through
every ball spread the banquet, piled up
the viands, filled high the tankards.
The aation is redeemed, the invaders
are routed and the national hoaor is
viadicated.

Huzza for Jephthah, the conqueror !
Jephthah, seated on a prancing steed,
advances amid the accliiming multi-
tudes, but his eyeis not on the excited
populace. Remembering that he had
made a solemn vow that, vetursing
from victorious bdttle, whatsoever first
came out of the doorwsy of his home,
that should be sacrificed as a burmt
offering, he has his anxirus look upon
the door. I wonder what spotless lamb,
what brace of dvas will be thrown upon
the fires of the burnt offering.

Oh, horrors! Paleness of death bian-
ches his check.Despair seizes his hea:t.
His daughbtar, his oanly child.rushes out
the doorway to throw herself in her
father's arms and shower upon him
more kisses than there were wounds on
his treast or dectson bhis shield. Al
the triumphal vanjshes. Hold-
ing back this chill from his heaving
breast and pushing the locks back from
the fair brow and lookiag into the eyes
of imextioguishable affection with
choked utterance be siys: *“Would God
Ilay stark oo the bloody plain. My
daugbter, my only chiid, joy .of my
home, life of my life, thou art the sac-
rifice.”

Now Imake very practical use of thia
question when I tell you that the sacri-
fica of Jephthah’s daughter was a type
of the physical, mental and spiritual
sacrif ce of 10,000 children in this day.
There are porents all uawitingly
brioging to bear upon their children a
class of isfluence which will as cer-
tainly ruoin them as kuife and torch
destroyed Jephthah’s danghter., Whila
I speak the whole nation. without
emotion and without shame, looks upoa
the stupendous sacrifice.

In the first place, I remark that much
of the system of education in our day is
a system of sacrifice. When childran
spend six or seven hours in school and
toen must spend two or thrce hours in
preparstion for the next day, will
you tell me how much time they will
have for sunshine and fresh atr and the
obtaining of that exuberance which is
pecessary for the duties of coming life?
No one can feel mora thankful than I do
for the advancement of common school
educatios. The printing of books appro-
priate for schools, the multiplication of
philosophical appa:atus, the establishe
men: of normal schools, which provid.
for our coildren tcachers of largest
caliber,are themes on which every phil-
anthropist ought t> be coogratulated
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Jephthah wins the day. Twenty ecit-
Sound the
victory ail through the mountains of
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oigh the death of us.

The whole matier was explained to |iS the scepler, and the other chiidreo
This was no whining, hollow |mske upthe pariiameat where father |S
hear:ed girl into whose eyes the father|30d mother have no vo'e! Sach child- .
All the glory of sword and | Ten come up to be miscreants. There[UINKMOWRN t0 1
shield vaoished in the presenoe of the[iS 1O chance in this world for a child . 1.
valor of that girl. There may have |that has never
beena tremor of the lip, as a roseleaf|Such people become the both-ra-
trembles in the/songh of the south wind,
there may have been the starting of a
tear like a rain drop shaken from the {40 DOt learn to obey human authority
Bat with
a self sacrifice that man may not reach |*uthority. Caildren will not

her.

looked.

anther of a water lily.

and only woman’s heart can compass
she

my text,*<My father,if thou hast opesed
ed thy m>uth unto the Lord do unto me

She bows to the knife, and the blood,
which so oftea at the father’s voice hat
rushed to the crimson check,}smoke- in
the fires of the burnt off:ring. N :une
can tell us her name. There is nu need
that we know her name. The garlands
taat Mizpah twistad for Jephthah, the
warrior, have gone into the dust,bat all
ages are twisting this girl's chaplet, It
is well that her name came not to us,
for no one can wear it. They may take
the name of Deborah or Abigail or

sha'l have the title of this daugnter of
sacrifice.

Of course this offeriag was not pleas-
ing to the Lord, especially as a provis-
ion was made in the law for such a
contingency, and Jephthah might have
redeemed his daughter by the payment
of 30 shekels of silver, but before] you
burl your denunciations at Jephthah’s
cruelty remember that in olden times
when vows were made men thought
they must execute them, perform them,
whether they were wicked or good.
There were two wrong things about
Jephthah’s vow, First, he cught never
to have made it. Next, haviag made
it, it were better broken than kept. Bat
do not take on pretentious airs and say,
«I could not have done as Jephthah
did.” 1If in former days you had been
standiog on the banks of the Ganges
and you bad been born in India, you
might have thrown your children to
the crocodiles. It is not becaus: we
are naturally any better, but because
we have more gosye! light.

In connection with thisI mention
what J migbt call the cramming system
of the common schools and many of the
academies ; children "of delicate brain
compelled to tasks that might apoall
mature intellect ; childrea going down
to school with a strap of books half as
high as themselves. The fact is in some
of the ¢'t'es pavents do not allow their
children to graduate for the simple rea-
son,they say,*“We cannot afford to allow
our children’s health to bhe destroyed
in order that ther may gather the honors
lof an institution.” Tens of thousands
of childvren educated into imbecility, so
that connected with many such literary
establishment. there ought to be asylums
for the wrecked. Itis push and erowd
and cram and stoff and jam until
the child’s intellect is bewildered, and
the memory is ruined. and the health is
gone. There are children who once
were full of romping and lauaghter and
had cheeks crimson with health who are
now  turned out in the
afternoon pale faced, irritated,
asthmatic, old before their time. Itis
one of the saddest sights on earth, an
old manish boy or an olj) won.anish
girl. Girls 10 years of age studying
algebra! Boys 12 years of age rackiog
their brain over trigonometry! Cbilcren
unacquainted with their mother tongue
crying over their Latin, French and
German lessons! All the ™ vivacity of

BUT CATARRHOZONE CURED
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children inill ventilated schoolrooms |their natare beaten out of them
and poorly «qaipped hslls of instruction [ heavy beatle of a Greek lexicon! Aud
is naking maoy of the piaces of knowl-
edge io this coustry a huge “holocaust.
Politics in many of the cities gets into|wonder what is the matter of them. I
educations] affais, and while the two| will tell you what is the matter of them.
political parties are scrabbling for the
honors Jephthah’s daughter perishes. It
is 20 much 80 that there are many schools | your child to know more than ary other
ia the country to-day which are prepar-
ing tens of thousands of invalid men and | <f that child if by the additions to its
women for the future; so that, in many | intelligence you are makiog a subtrac-
vlaces,by the time the child’s education | $ion from its futare. The ehild will go
is fioisbed the chiid is finished ! In many |away from such maltreatment with no
places, in many cities of the couatry,
there are large appropriations for every-
tiug else, and cheerful appropriations, % . ‘ =
bu: fn soon as the appropriaiion is t) be | Wrong system of discipline—too great end Ot C&n&d& tO m JL.
m:de for the educatiomal or moral |Tigor or too grest leniency. There sre ; : ‘
ieterests of the cily we are st-uck|Ca
tirough with an economy that is well | hold. The high chair in which the in-

surrenders herself to fireand to
death. She cries out in the words of | that swagger through

Miriam, but no one in all the ages

a | Tigor must be avoided. It is a sad thing |+

: —— | off,and a mightier generation is coming | Stand
HAD CATARRH SINCE CHILDHOOD |20- , Will they be the foes of tyranny,

burg. Que., | their children away from the aliar of
says :—+Since childhood I have afficted | gacrifice.
with Catarrh of the throat and nose and answered.
never knew what relief meant until I away from
| tvied Catarrhozone. Two bottles com- back again.
pletely cured me, and.1 have not one|throne to-day,
single symptom of Catarrh now. I can| will be a God
beartly recommend Catarrbozone for|after thee.”

Catarrh, and would adviee all sufferers|lsy your head in
- | to get an outfit at once and be cused 38| some wanderer
|1 was.” Cch:rk-o-l?oislold by all|from Ged, and
druggists. Trial outfit sent for 10e.|heaven before
in stamps by N. C. POLSON & CO.,| -
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you doctor taem for this, and you give
them a little medicine for that, and yoa

Tbey are fisishing their education!
You may fl stter your pride by forcing

children, but you are making a sacrifice

There is nota town

scarcely a settled foot of

exuberanca to fight the battle of life. 3
Again, there are many psrents who
are sacrificing their ohildree with

children'in families who rule the house-
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tion of the church of God and
the pest of the world. Children that

are unwilling to leara to obey divine

respect |
pareats whose authonty they do oot
respect.. Who are these young men
the street with |
their thumbs in their vest talking about &nd
their father as ¢the mn,” ssthe .t
-+the » ‘me oa|0f SOmMeE
¥ They ':“lho old wo-
man -are those in th, i |
childhood, never learned to my::et au-
toority. Eli, having beard that his
soos had died in their wickedness, fell
over backward and broke his neck aand
died. Well he might. What is life to
a father whose sons are debauched? The
dast of the valley is pleasaat to histas te
and the driviog raios that drip through
the roof of the sepulcher are sweeter
than the wines of Helbon,

There must bs harmony between the
father’s government and the mother's
goverament. The father will b2 tempt -
: to too rigor. The mother will

tem to too great 1 miency. Her
tecderness will overcome - her. Her
voice is a little softer, her hand seems
better fitted to pull out a thora and
soothe a pwg. Children waating any-
thing from the mothsr taey ery for it.
They hope to dissolve her with tears.
Bat the mother must not interfere, muat
not coax off, must not beg for the child
when the hour comes for the ussertion
of paren‘al supremacy and the sdbjuga-
ion of a child’s tempsr. Taere comes
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in the history of every child an hour *f madicinas fai’. g
when it is tested whether the t3 |, DeasSire—Ism dn':lom ;
shall rule or the child shall rule. ‘That | fallesr

is the crucial hour. If the child triumphs
in that bhome then he will some
day make you crouch. Itis a horrible
scene I have witnessed it. A moth r
come to an old age, shivering with
terror in the presence of a son who
cursed her gray hairs and mocked her
wrinkled face and begrudged her the
crust she munched with her toothless
anml ! 4 : ‘

ow sharper than a serpent’s tooth it is
To have a thankless eaild !

But, on the other hard, too great

when domestic goveroment becom.:s
eold military despotism. We must not | restored
be too minute in our inspection. We
caunot expect our children to be per-
fect. We must not sce everything. e -
Since we have two or three faults of our | above stat
own, we ought not 10 be too rough
when we discover that our children
have as many. You cannot scold or
pound your children into nobility of
character. The bloom of a child’s
heart can pever be seen under a cold
drizzle. Above all, avoid fretting and
scolding in the housebo!d. Better than | recy
ten years of fretting at your children is kind
one good, round, old fashioned appl— result
cation of the slipper ! That minhtstp of b g
the gospel of whom we read in the| oM
newspapers that he whipped his child
to death because he would not say his
prayers will never come to eanonization.
The arithmetics cannot calcnlate how
many thousands of children have been
ruined forever either through too | ¥
great rigor or too great leniency. The
heavens and the earth are filled with
the groan of thesacrihced. In this im-
portant matter seek divine direction, )
father, O motber.

We are Growing Up.” Mightilylsug-
gestive! This generation is paissing

a
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bad tha* I con'd hardly walk, apd eould rot go
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the foes of sin and the foes of death, or
will they be the foes of God! They
are coming up! I congratulate all
parents who are doing theirtest to keep

i

Your prayers are going 17 be
Your children may wander
God, but they will come
A voice comes from the
you, o]

theo and to thy seed
And though when you

death there ma
the family fara
‘be 20 yesrs
shail come
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