CANADA HOLDS FRONT LINE IN FIRST WAR YEAR

Empire Rallies

Men and
To Help

Dominions Achieve New Heights in Makin
Instruments of War for Fight With

Supplies
Britain
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Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy

By H. M. PETERS
Canadian Press Staff Writer,

A

FTER a year of war Hitler sprawls over Europe, behind
him a string of military triumphs over weak nations.

Before him, rising to greater military strength than ever
pefore, stand Great Britain and the Empire. That’s the picture

_after a year of war.

Britain has been fighting for twelve

months—in Belgium and France and Norway and Africa—
and has yet to achieve her maximum strength. She is just
starting mass production of airplanes, to show Germany what

she is capable of doing in the ai
than it was in September, 1939

Backed by Dominions.

Behind her, contributing a never-
snding stream of men and war ma-
ferials, are Canada,” Australia, New
gealand &nd the other natlons of
tne Empire. Like Britain, they also
are just starting to mass-produce
the instruments of war that will

stop Hitler.

After a year of war Hitler finds
his greatest enemy—DBritain—far
more formidable than the Britain
of 1939 or, indeed, the Britain of
the First Great War, He has little
time to review his successes against
the weak nations because British
pombing planes, steadily becoming
more numerous, are dropping bombs
on Germany every night.

A year of war, started Sept. 1,
1939, when Germany invaded Po-
land, divided itself into four main

phases. They were: i

1. The eastern campaign in which
Germany and Russia defeated and
divided Poland, and Russia attacked
little Finland.

2. The winter of defensive behind
the Maginot Line and the Westwall,
of naval blockade and conflict at

sea.

3 Land war in the West, the
German overrunning of five nations
from Norway south tp France.

4, The Battle of Britain, and the
attendant  Anglo-Italian war in
Africa.

Poland was fighting stubbornly
when the Russians invaded her
Sept. 17 from the east. Then the
fight was over. Russia soon turned
upon little Finland, and finally,
after a hard struggle, penetrated
the Karelian Isthmus defences and
obtained the city of Viipuri (Viborg)
and other concessions.

The Polish campaign gave the
first real hint that this war was
not to be fought as other wars. The
Germans threw mechanized troops
out far ahead of the main troops
to disrupt communications, always
in close co-operation with the air
force. Subsequently in other cam-
paigns the weapons of espionage.
of fifth columns, ideological propa-
ganda and of parachute troops fur-
ther emphasized the difference be-
tween the Second Great War and
its predecessor of 1914-18.

Winter Campalgns. ;

Through the winter was waged a
war of position. It was the stage of
the defensive behind the Maginot
Line, the naval blockade of Ger-
many and the examination of ships
going to neutral countries sur-
rounding the Reich.

In this period came the winter's
brightest spot, the flashing of naval
guns off Montevideo in the 14-hour
running seafight in which  three
British cruisers—the Exeter, Achil-
les and Ajax—disabled and drove
the pocket-battleship Admiral Gral
Spee into the Uruguayan capital,
ending a threat to Allied and neu-
tral shipping in the South Atlantic.
The Graf Spee was scuttled four
days later, on Dec. 17,

The first contingent of the Cana-
dian Active Service Force landed
in the United Kingdom Dec. 17
and others followed during the win-
fer until a strength of two divisions
in the United Kingdom was at-
tained. Later on Australians and
New Zealanders joined in the de-
fence of Britain,

The third stage—war of move-
ment—opened with dramatic sud-
denness April 9 when Germany in-
vaded and then overran Denmark
and Southern Norway. Denmark
accepted the rule of force from the
start, but the Norweglans fought
back bravely and welcomed British
and French troops in an effort to
drive out the invaders.

But although the Allies landed
In some strength at Namsos and
Andalsnes  in  mid-Norway, and
fround Narvik in the far north,
the Germans were too securely
based to be ousted. Their air force
tommanded the Skagerrak, across
Which they ferried troops in great
humbers, The Allied troops had to
be withdrawn from Central Norway
on May 1. Subsequent events in
the Low Countrles and France com-
pelled withdrawal of the Allled
forces from Narvik for other dutles.
Chamberlain Resignation.

The Norwegian campaign brought
tbout the resigration of Prime Min-
Ister Chamberlain and the choice
?! Winston Churchill, First Lord of
he Admiralty, to succeed him. Mr.
Churchill, declaring to the country
tha he had nothing to offer but
lhlood and tears, toil and sweat.”
ormed a truly National Govern-
ment, with Ministers ranging from
T S. Amery, the Tory diehard, on
b ¢ extreme right, across the
E“adlh ot British political life to
tirnes" Bevin, trades unlon execu-
Ve, on the left,
| T, Churchill's accession to office
© Oppose Hitler whose policies he

r. The Royal Navy is stronger

had fought for five years came on
ghe very day that Germany smashed
into the Netherlands and Belgium.
In their determination to remain
neutral, Kinx Leopold of Belgium
and Queen Wilhelmina of the Neth-
erlands had refused to discuss de-
fense measures with the Allies,

This refusal was fatal. The Brit-
ish and French troops moved into
the Low Countries frem behind
the “Little” Maginot Line on the
French-Belgian border, but no pro-
per co-operation could be set up to
weld the Allied troops into a unified
fighting ferce.

At the psychological moment the
Germans smashed with their mech-
anized forces at the hinge, near
historic Sedan, where the advanc-
ing French troops pivoted from the
permanent Maginot Line.

The Germans broke through,
wrossed the Meuse River and split
off tha British expeditionary force
from the main French army. The
Netherlands had already surrender-
ed, and on May 28 King Leopold
ordered the Belgian army to lay
down its arms,

The defeat: of France followed
quickly. While Britain made an
amazing rescue of more than 300,
000 British and French troops from
Dunkerque, Italy entered the war
on Germany's side and struck
France in the back. The French
sued for peace.

The war's fourth stage opened
with Hitler's declaration that Brit-
ain must “capitulate” or he would
destroy the Empire. Britain fights.

Chief of Navy

REAR-ADMIRAL P. W. NELLES,

As chief of the naval staff at Ot-
tawa, Admiral Nelles heads the
Royal Canadian Navy he joined

in 1918 as a cadet. Born at
Brantford, Ont,, 1,000 miles from
the sea, he is a son of the late
Brig.-Gen. C. M. Nelles. The
Admiral played with boats as -a
boy “because he didn't want to go
into the army.”

MAJ.-GEN. G. R. PEARKES, V.C,

Commander of the 1st Canadian
Divisiont. “Fighting George”
Pearkes enlisted as a private in
the First Great War and came
home a Colonel with the Victoria
Cross for “supreme contempt of
danger and wonderful powers of
control and leading” at Pass-
chendaele.

East on Alert
For Defence

Of America

Maritime Provinces Form
Basis of Powerful
Atlantic Command

By JOHN LeBLANC
Canadian Press Staff Writer

! S CANADA'S first line of de-

fence on this continent, the
Maritime Provinces after a
year of war stand yet un-

tling with defences enlarged and
strengthened in the months of con-
flict.

Just as the transition from peace
to war did in 1914-15, the year has
done much to change the face of
these eastern Provinces. Now the
war dominates their life, and al-
ways in the background is the cer-
tainty that if an invasion ever
comes, the Maritimes will be the
striking point.

Key cities are ready for that
eventuality. An elaborate air-raid
precautions setup is in full swing,
with even mobile dressing stations
ready in some places. The navy
takes care of the threat by water,
with big guns, too, guarding the
shores.

Industrially and economically also
the war has left its stamp on the
Maritimes. Factories that used to
turn out materials of peace are
grinding out shells by the tens of
thousands. Coal mining production
is up. Farmers are striving to
produce more, with the Empire's
needs in view.

The recent appointment of Major-
General W. H. P. Elkins to Canada's
new Eastern Military Command was
direct evidence of the Maritimes'
importance in the defence of the
Dominion. General Elkins is re-
sponsible for guarding thousands
of miles of coastline.

Long Coastline.

The shores of Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island are in General Elkins' com-
mand as well as the coasts of New-
foundland, the Gaspe Peninsula and
the north shore of the Gulf of St.
Lawrence.

Organization of this new com-
mand reminded the people of the
Maritimes and adjacent territory
they were not only in that part of
Canada closest to the Empire's
enemies in Europe, but also a vital
link in the Empire's war organiza-
tion.

Harbor traffic is booming in “east
coast Canadian ports,”” The long
convoys come and go, preceded by
minesweepers and flanked by the

—Blank & Stoller Photo.

watchdogs of the navy.

touched by actual battle, but bris- |

(Copyright, 1940, by The C:

Commanders of Canada's Shock Troops in Britain

Press.)

will be incorporated.

Lt.-Gen. A. G.
Commander of the British Army Corps in which the
First Canadian Division is included and the Second Division

L. McNaughton

Says General Crerar:

stantly growing Canadian Active
Service Force now in the United
Kingdom which, individually and
collectively, is the match for any-
thing it may meet on the field of
battle.

But, what Canada and the Empire
as a whole still lack is a sufficiency
of the modern weapons of war to
enable those men to destroy the
enemy without sacrificing their lives
unnecessarily.

At times it may appear to those
who, by the very

Written for The Canadian Press
By MAJ.-GEN. H. D. G. CRERAR,
Chief of the General Staff.

UCCESS in war, reduced to its
S simplest form, is largely a mat-
ter of obtaining the correct
solution to a problem in dynamics.
Generally speaking, it is a question
of how to apply the right amount
of force at the right time, in the
right direction, and at the right
place. If any one of the factors in
the calculation are incorrectly
assessed, then there
will result either a sur-
plus of effort or an in-
effectual effort. If we
are to be successful,
therefore, we must not
only arrive at a proper
appreciation of the
enemy's intentions and
of the means he in-
tends to employ
against us in order to
further them, but we
must be quite clear in
our own minds as to
the military resources
at our own disposal
and the best way we
can use them, not only
to repulse the enemy
but to defeat him.
Present Task.
At this date it is no

criminations over the military in-
adequacies of the Allies as recently
revealed by Hitler through his con-
quest of most of Western Europe.
The task is now, with those bitter
facts in our possession, to create
the right amount and nature of
armed force required to destroy him
and all he represents, and to do so.
in the minimum of time.

From what the Minister of Na-
tional Defence has said in Parlia-
ment, it can be taken that the maxi-
mum military effort which Canada
is capable of producing is now in
process of intense development. The
essential thing is that such effort
should be so co-ordinated and
balanced, that really effective re-
sults should appear in the minimum
of time,

I am giving away no secrets to
the enemy when I state that our
present major requirement is arma-
ment. We have no dearth of men
in Canada, now enrolled in the
fighting services, who clamor for a
chance to press this war through
to its final and victorious con-

clusion. We have a large and con-

Maj-Gen. Crerar

use indulging in laments and re-{

nature of things, can-
not know all the fac-

tors in the military
problem that the de-
partment is moving
too slowly, that the

stalf is indifferent to
presumed dangers
from this direction or
the other, or that the

manpower of this
country is not being
enlisted  or commis-

sioned in the quanti-
ties which the situ-
ation seems to demand.
Reticences of War.

Believe me, the staff
is indifferent to noth-
Canada in waging war
ing which can assist
to the utmost, and in
the most effective manner, The diffi-
culty under which that staff labors,
however, is that owing to the reti-
cences imposed by war, it is usually
quite unable to explain to the public
through the Minister just why this
policy is pursued and that one re-
jected. There are reasons, however,
and believed to be sound ones.

The essential thing is to do first
things first. The Minister of Na-
tional Defence, in his recent speech,
indicated an order of priority in the
development of our military re-
sources which now claims our every
attention. We are working to a
plan which, at this stage, seems best
suited to the contingencies which
we must be prepared to meet, If
circumstances indicate that changes
in that plan are necessary, in order
better to contribute to the over-
throw of our enemies in Europe and
to the security of this country and
of this continent, there shall be no
delay in recommending them.

From recent and personal experi-
ence I might add that there will also
be no delay on the part of the Min-
ister in approving sound recommen-
dations once they are placed before

MAJ.-GEN. VICTOR W. ODLUM
Commander of the 2nd Cana-

dian Division overseas. He re-
turned from the First Great War
a brigadier-general and re-entered
civilian life in Vancouver but
never lost his military contacts.
He kept up his studies of military
science in the expectation Ger-
many would again make war.

High Destiny
In 128 Words

We shall go on to the end.
We shall fight in France, on the
seas and oceans. We shall fight
with growing confidence and
growing strength in the alr.
We &%:11 defend our island
whatey=r (he cost may be, We
shall izt on the beaches and
grounds, in the
streets, and on the

‘“’e shall never surrender.
Aud even if, which I do not
for a moment believe, this
island or a large part of it were
subjugated and starving, then
our Empire beyond the seas,
armed and guarded by the Brit-
ish Fleet, will carry on |ts
struggle until, In God's good
time, the new world, with all
its power and might, sets forth
to the liberation and rescue of
the old.

—Prime Minister Churchill in
the Commons, June 5  after
Dunkerque.
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Canada's Aid
In Battle "'On

By EDWIN S. JOHNSON
Canadian Press Staff Writer
London, Aug. 31 (CP).—At the
close of the first year of war, Can-
ada stands by the side of the
Mother Country in the Battle of
Britain. Residents of this embattled
island have ever the cheery word
for the youngest Dominion and its
mounting aid in men and munitions.
When the First Division came to
England in chill December, the
country’s hospitality warmed the
hearts of the shivering Canadians.
“Canada” on broad khaki shoulders
promised aid to the Allies in a bat-
tle really not begun.
Announcement of the Common-
wealth Air Training scheme in De-
cember and its development, after
early delays, to wlder scope than
planned was accepted in official cir-
cles as one of the war's heaviest
moral strokes against Hitler. Soon
Canada will be producing highly
trained airmen in such numbers as

to turn the tide of battle in the
skies,
Canada's own fliers, who saw

little action until the “baby blitz-

'War Industry

Rises to Need

Year's War Orders Cost
About $300,000,000

Canada's industrial plant, acceler-
ating and expanding from day to
day under the drive of war, has
taken governmental war orders es-
timated at approximately $300,000,-
000 in the first year of the war.

The expansion itself, about equ=-
ly shared by Canada and Great
Britain, cost and is costing $150,-
000,000.

The almost daily publication of
war orders means that Canadian
industry is rising to the needs of
war on a grand scale. Air train-
ing depols are.to be built and
equipped, army camps enlarged and
equipped for winter occupation,
naval craft are to be built, the en-
listed forces to be clothed and
armed,

The result will be that Canada
is producing war material as never
before. Plant building is largely
accounted for by three categories
of need: explosives, arms and com-

Cheers Britain
to the End"

kreig” of August, swept into the
battle to ready British cheers. Re-
calling the daredevil Canadians of
the First Great War, the public
watched the tallies of potential Ca-
nadian “aces” almost more eagerly
than of the battle-tried English
pilots who fought through the
war's first year.

Canada’s defence liaison with the
United States meant to England a
guarantee of the utmost aid from
America's indispensable arsenal, It
was realized the lease to the United
States of naval bases in the Western
Hemisphere could never be possible
failing the century-old co-operation
between Canada and the States.

The steady flow of food supplies
from Canada and the promise of
increased war material gave confi-
der.ce in the months when United
States aid was not too certain.

In the rising tempo of the war
for freedom, Canada kept step with
Britain, The arrival in August of
the crack Second Division, giving
Britain the forces for a Canadian
corps of two divisions and ancillary
forces under Lt.-Gen. A. G. L.
McNaughton, was the final, un-
necessary assurance that Canada is
as determined as the truest Briton
that this war must be fought “on
to the end."

Chief of Air Force

modities for manufacture of metals
and chemicals. |

Of war orders placed, the largest
is for aircraft and aircraft sup-|
plies. It is worth about $75,000,000. !
Mechanical transport, shipbuilding |
and construction run this figure a |
close second. A large item is fori
clothing for the armed forces and |
in anticipation of the general mili- |
tary training plan. |

AIR VICE-MARSHAL L. 8.
BREADNER

Active head of the RCAF. as
Chief of the Air Staff. Member of
the Royal Naval Air Service in
the First Great War, he flew with
the navy and the fighting squad-
rons in France. He was one of
the originals in the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force and was for a time
director of civil aviation.

—R.C.A.F. Photo.

A YEAR

OF WAR: SALIENT DATES

IN THE DR

1939

Sept. 1—Germany invades Poland.

Sept. 3—Britain and France de-
clare war on Germany. British liner
Athenia torpedoed by German sub-
marine with Joss of more.than 100
lives.

Sept. 5—Hertzog Government in
South Africa defeated on neutrality
issue; Smuts forms new Govern-
ment.

Sept. 6—French forces cross bor-
der into Germany.

Sept. 10—Canada declares war on
Germany.

Sept. 11—British troops land in
France. ;

Sept. 18—British aircraft carrier
Courageous torpedoed; 518 lives lost.

Sept. 19—Canadian Cabinet reor-
ganized; Hon, Norman Rogers be-
comes Minister of Defence.

Sept. 22—Germany and Russia
divide Poland.
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Oct. 6—Maj-Gen. A. G. L. Mec-
Naughton appointed Commander of
1st Canadian Division,

Oct. 10—British Empire air train-
ing scheme announced.

Oct. 14—Battleship Royal Oak tor-
pedoed in Scapa Flow by German
submarine; 812 lives lost.
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Nov. 2—United States embargo re-

ealed.

& Nov. 8—Hitler escaped unhurt in
Munich beer hall bomb explosion.
Nov. 21—Britain proclaims unre-

Nov. 28—British armed merchant
cruiser Rawalpindi sunk in battle
with German warships.

Nov. 80—Russia invades Finland.

Ll OP s

Dec. 10—~Finland asks help from
“other civilized nations.”

Dec. 18—German pocket battle-
ship Admiral Graf Spee takes refuge
at Montevideo after sea fight with
British warships.

Dec. 17—Germans blow up trap-
ped Graf Spee in Montevideo harbor.
First contingent of Canadian Ac-
tive Service Force arrives at Scot-
tish port.
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1940

Jan. 1—War Secretary Hore-

| Belisha replaced by Oliver Stanley.

Jan. 26—Canadian Parliament dis-

solved after four-hour session.
BRI g - O

Feb. 1—Russians start new drive
at Mannerheim Line.

Feb. 5—Canadian Pacific freighter
Beaverburn torpedoed off Irish
coast. i

Feb. 17—British destroyer takes
299 British seamen from German
prison ship Altmark in Norwegian

fjord.

erb. 25—110th Army Co-operation
Squadron, R.C.AF, arrives in Eng-
land.

— CP

March 18—Russia and Finland
sign peace treaty at Moscow.

March 18—Hitler and Mussolini
confer at Brennero, Italy. French

stricted sea blockade of German

trade.

Premier Edouard Daladier resigns.

March 21—Paul Reynaud forms
new French Cabinet.

March 26 — Liberal Government
returned to power by sweeping
majority in Dominion election.
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April 8—Earl of Athlone appoint-
ed Governor-General of Canada.

April 4—Brigadier Victor W, Od-
lum, Vancouver, appointed to com-
mand 2nd Canadian Division.

April 9—Germany invades Den-
mark and Norway.

April 10—British destroyers at-
tack superior force in first battle of
Narvik, Norway; two British de-
stroyers sunk and two damaged.

April 11—Winston Churchill an-
nounces more than eighteen German
ships sunk since invasion of Nor-
way; also four British destroyers.

stroys seven German destroyers
near Narvik, Norway.

April 15— British and French
troops land in Norway.

i O

May 2— Allied forces evacuate
Southern Norway, re-embarking at
Namsos.

May 10—Germany invades the
Netherlands, Belgium and Luxem-
bourg. Winston Churchill succeeds
Neville Chamberlain as Prime Min-
ister.

May 11—Winston Churchill an-
nounces War Cabinet, assumes de-
fense portfolio.

May 14—Netherlands capitulates
to Germany.

May 18—Marshal Henrl Petain
appointed Vice-Premier of France.

| ports

May 19—Maxime Weygand re-
places Gamelin as commander of
Allied armies,

May 20—Prime Minister Macken-
zie King announces Canada to ralse
third division.

May 28—Britain arrests Fasclst
leaders.

May 24—German drive to Channel
develops around Boulogne
and St. Omer.

May 26—General Sir John Dill
replaces Sir Edmund Ironside as
Chief of the Imperial General Staff.

May 28—King Leopold III of Bel-
gium surrenders to Germany.

May 29—Air Commodore L. S.
Breadner appointed Chief of Air
Staff.

e P .
June 1—Hundreds of volunteer

| boats of all sizes aid in evacuation
April 18—British naval force de- |

of British from Dunkerque.

June 4—Winston Churchill an-
nounces completion of Dunkerque
evacuation; 335,000 British soldiers
rescued; 30,000 casualties reported.
Canadian troops relieve British
garrisons in the West Indies.

June 5—Battle of France begins
with German attacks on the Somme.

June 8—Aircraft carrier Glorious
lost as British evacuate Narvik.

June 10 — Italy declares war on
Britain and France. Canada declares
war on Italy. Defence Minister Nor-
man Rogers killed in airplane crash
near Newtonville, Ont.

June 18—Paris declared an open
city to save it from bombardment.
Hon James L. Ralston succeeds late
Norman Rogers as Minister of De-
fense.

June 16—French Cabinet of Paul
Reynaud resigns. Marshal Petain
heads new Government.

June 17—French Government sues
for peace.

June 18 — Canadian Government
moves to mobilize manpower and
resources. Prime Minister an-
nounces Canadian troops in Iceland.

June 22—German-French armistice
agreement signed at Compiegne,
France.

June 23—Britain recognizes Gen-
eral Charles de Gaulle as leader of
all “free Frenchmen.”

June 25 — Hostilities ended be-
tween France, Germany and Italy.

June 28 — Canadian destroyer
Fraser sunk by collision in French
waters; 45 dead or missing.
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July 1 — German occupation of
Channel Islands announced. First
German prisoners of war arrive in
Canada.

July 2—FIrst British refugee chil:
dren arrive in Canada.

July 8 — Britain seizes French
Fleet. French ships sunk or dam-
aged in resistance at Oran, Algerix.
Admiralty announces torpedoing of
liner Arandora Star, bearing Gor-
man and Italian internees to Can-
ada; about 1,000 lives lost.

July 8—Premier Angus Macdonald
of Nova Scotia becomes Minister of
National Defence for Naval Serv-
1ces,

July 14—Major-General A. G. L.
McNaughton promoted to rank of
lieutenant-general and given com-

IVE TO HALT 'SITLER

June 14—Paris taken by Germans. |!

v corps to include Cana-
« n England.

Jdulv 1G-—Brigadier G. R. Pearkes,
V.C., promoted to rank of major-gen-
ercl and to command of 1st Division,
C.ASF.

July 22—Major-General H. D. G.
Crerar appointed chief of the gen-
eral Staff, Department of Defence,
Ottawa,
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Aug. ?2—Arrival of 2nd Canadian
Division in  Britain announced.

Aug. 8-Sixty German planes
downed ir air battles over Britain.

Aug. 13.—Ten persons, including
three Australian Cabinet Ministers
and Chiet of Army Staff, die in
crash of airliner near Canberra,

Aug. 15.—Germans attack Britain
with 1,000 planes; R.A.F. bags 180
German aircraft and loses 34 in
raids.

Aug. 18—President Roosevelt and
Prime Minister Mackenzie King, af-
ter conference at Ogdensburg, N.Y,,
announce that a permanent joint
hoard of defence will be set up by
Csnada and the United States.

Aug. 19—British withdraw
British Somaliland.

Aug. 20—Prime Minister Churchill
announces “agreement in principle”
for U.S, lease of British island ter-
ritory from Newfoundland to the
Caribbean for defence bases.

Aug. 21—Canada and Newfound-

from

i land agree on co-ordination of a

common defence scheme,
Aug. 28—London bombed in first
pight raid of the war.

War Power
Of Canada
Expanded

Land, Sea and Air Might
Greatly Increased in
First Year of Conflict

By C. R. BLACKBURN
Canadian Press Staff Writer

ANADA, a land of peace,

has transformed itself
within a year of war into a
determined belligerent spend-
ing almost $2,000,000 a day in
a grim war effort against Ger-
many and Italy. Day by day
the war effort and the cost
grow,
Growth of Forces.

Twelve months ago when Nazl
Germany hurled its strength against
Poland and Canada followed Great
Britain and France into the conflict,
the Dominion had a small standing
army, an insignificant air force, a
tiny navy. It had great capacity for
production of war instruments, but
few orders.

Today the strength of the Cana-
dian Active Service Force is 153,842,
of which 39,839 men are in England
guarding the island fortress beside
troops from other parts of the
Empire.

Spectacularly, the Royal Canadian
Air Force has grown into a great
striking force and continues to ex-
pand in size and strength. Its ene
listed personnel on July 24 was
announced as 19,453, and now prob-
ably exceeds 21,000 on the basis of
a weekly enlistment of 400. At the
outbreak of war R.C.A.F. strength
was 4,061.

Equally spectacular has been the
growth of the Royal Canadian Navy
—in ships from 15 to 121 inside of a
year and In men from 1,700 to 10,-
000. For the first time in her his.
tory Canada has sent warships to
Great Britain to fight with the
Royal Navy.

Changes In Oapital.

Ottawa, nerve centre of Capada's
unprecedented war effort, has un.
dergone great transformation since
last September. From this ecapital
is directed the administrative and
organizing force. which has sent
60,000 soldiers, sallors and airmen
overseas, created the nucleus of a
great home defense army, built up a
navy from the smallest beginning,
and established an air foroe.

This has meant to Ottawa the
addition of thousands of worl{gn to
the public service, ap, n of
every foot of avallable office space,
construction of two large temporary
office structures and ecreation of
new departments of government.

After the initlal year of the #irst
Great War Canada had more men
overseas than in the present ine
stance, but conditions were far éif-
ferent, although the same enemy
threatened. '

Then the main effort was to put
manpower on the front line to hold
the enemy or drive him back from
his entrenchments. Now the call on
Canada is for men, but also for
materials in staggering quantities,
for air fighters and for assistanca
in keeping the Atlantic lanes open.

To meet this responsibility the
Government has set up Ministriex
for Air and Naval Services within
the Defence Department, a new De-
partment of Munitions and Supply,
and a new Department of National
War Services.

Alr Development,

Most impressive of all phases of
the war effort is the air develope
ment. In addition to building the
Royal Canadian Air Force into a
powerful unit which has been on
|active service defending eastern
and western shores since war start-
ed, Canada has given leadership
and administration for the gigantia
Commonwealtn Air Training Plan,
which is designed to turn out an
lendless f nd of trained -air per.
sonnel from il parts of the Empire

In July and August, 1915, after
a year of conflict, Canada was mob-
ilizing men for service overseas as
a chief war responsibility. Indus«
trial development for war purposes

was practically nil—it was to come
later. There was little or no thought
of the possibility the Dominion

| itself might be invaded.

After a year of war in the present
struggle Canada has not only sent
| two divisions to England, but has
{ provided garrisons for certain of the
| British West Indies, Iceland, News
| foundland and the strategic Atlantia
tand Pacific fortifications,

Naval and air units are operating
on both coasts, particularly on the
Atlantic, convoying merchant fleets,
| patrolling against possible attacks
| by air or water, and assisting the
naval blockade of Europe.

k Prime Minister Mackenzie King,
|always a man of peace and criti-
| cized by his political opponents for
failure to co-operat» fully with the
British Government in defence mat«
| ters, was in office with a record-
breaking majority when war broke
out,

Called Parliament,

He —immediately called FParlia«
ment and obtained almost unani«
mous approval for a declaration of
| war against Germany. Within seven
| months after war started he went
to the country in a general election
and obtained an even greater ma-
jority of supporters in the House
of Commons,

Diplomatically, the most impor-
tant war development for Canada
occurred at Ogdensburg, N.Y., where
the Prime Minister and President
Roosevelt recently met and agreed
on a plan to establish a joint de~
fence board for Canada and the
United States.




