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say that - I do notn:h‘l,nlf the, case
either for the Maritime, Provinces
'generally or for Prince Edward Is-
land in ' particular could’ have been
put more thoroughly, more exhaus-
tively, more eloquently or m co-
gently than it was by’ the, Prime
‘Minister of New Brunswick and the
'Prime Minister of Prince Bdward Is-
jand, I think that everything was
said that could be said on beball of
the Matitime Provinces generajly,and
on behalf of Prince Hdward }lIsland
in respect . to the special jpircum-
gtances which were brought to the
attention of the Government with re-
gard to that province,

Let us for a moment give consider
MARITIME PROVINCES
ation to the case of the Maritime
provinces generally. Without going
into the claim of these provinces ex-

»

haustively, I ¢shall take = the
liberty of laying upon ‘the
table of the ~House, and, if

the House will permit, having print-

DISCUSES REPRESEN- . 'froet & wetiw
T TATION Q“%}'ﬂ Olll om a well-written editorial on this

iwhole is paramount. Further

this the influence of a province
the great council
does not depend nearly so much up-
on the number of representatives ds
in the ability, skill, experience,
tellectual power and genius
representatives.
said that in this respect the
time provinces have not been at atl
subordinate, no matter which part?
wab in power,

the province of Prince Edward

province of
provision 'made,
Couneil which brought it into
federation, that

provinces of Cannda, do not act Be
a body for their provinces. To gquote

subject published in the Maritime
provinces some ten years ago: -
On' almost every question they di-
vide according to. theif attitude to-
Wards the governmeént of the day.
Perbaps it would be wiser to say
that in their minds their view of
what is best for the Dominion as a
than
in
of the Dominion

in-
of  tHe
fairly be
Mari-

And it .can

Now, with regard to the case O

British Columbia

in the Order

ed for the use of members, the mem-
‘orandum placed before the Interpro-
!vincial Conference on behalt of the
Maritime provinces generally and the
memorandum placed before the same
conference, and afterwards betore the
(overnment, on behalf of the province
of Prince BEdward Island; and in do-
ing that, I shall relieve the House
from listening to a fuller statement
of the claims put forward. While tbe
case on behalf of the Maritime prov-
{nces generally was put cogently, ex-
haustively and thoroughly, still one
could not disguise from one’s gelf the
fact that in the first instance these
pravinces came into. Confederation
with a certain representation in this
House, and it was the expectation ot
the Fathers of Confederation  that
they would gain and not lose: It is
perfectly true that in the past twen-
ty years their expectations have been
that regard, but it
of the

is also. perfectly true that two
y which

fundamental congiderations
had to he taken into account by
those who made the compact’ upon
which Confederation was based were
the representation in Parliament and
the distribution or division of 'egis-
Jative and executive powers a3 be-
tween the Dominion on tbe one hand
provinces on the. other; and,
speaking for myself, T do not  see
how it would be possible for thi3
parliament to attempt any alteration
in the representation of the prov-
inces without the consent of the/prov-
inces themselves. It was in that
connection that the question was tak-
en up before the ‘Interprovincial Con=
ference held last autumn in the city
of Ottawa, and the result of the pro-
ceedings of that conference amounted
to this,thdt the conference declined to
take any action on the subject, say-
ing that the matter was one for the
consideration of Parliment. It 18
absolutely, in one sense, for the con-
sideration of this Parliament, al-
though this Parliament has no power
%o amend the British. North Americy
4ct. On the other hand, if I appre-
‘original provinces
concerned, it was to be also.a ques-

are

1o say Wwhether or not any change
counld ‘or should be made in the com-
pact under which the first proyinces
entered into the Confederation. The
province of Quebec baving been fixed
ince for represen-
tation retains the exact number . of
sixty-five ‘'members in this House un-
der all conditions. But as /I have
pointed out, it is possible for the-re-
Iative representation of Quebec to be
changed as it was changed in the
early days, of Confederation. It has
also been changed .in another sense
and  from janothen coneideration
through the admission of new prov-
inces and increased membership  in
the House of Clommons. Under these
circumstances, as the provinges - at
the conference to which I have alltid-
od had declined to take any action or
pass any resolution on the gubject—
although I understand there were a
good many expressions of sympathy
—it did not scem to us to be our
duty to come to this Parliament and
propose any remedy for the unfortun-
ate sithation with which the Mari-
time provinces find themselves con-
fronted, It might, however, be said,
and I'think with a good deal of
truth, that in the Canadian. Parlia-
ment the representatives of the Mar-
itime provinces, like those of other
AR AR
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il passed nearly two years

Prince Bdward Island into Confedera-
expression used was ‘read-
justed,” instead of the expresston
‘incressed,’ The case for Prince Hd-
ward Island ‘is argued very cogently
indeed upon the point that for many
years it bad refuged  to come intp

Confederation except upon a fixed re-

presentation which exceeded that to
which it was entitled on the basis of
population alone, 1

MEMBER FOR KING'S OBJECTS

It declined for many years to come
into this confederation with only five
members in the House of Commons,
but eventually six were conceded to
it, when it had a right to no more
than five. It is argued that the con-
gtruction of the Order in Council to
which T have called attention was
understood by those who carried on
the negotiations on the part of \Prince
Kdward Island, as meaning a read-
justment by increase and not a re-
adjustment that would decrease the
numbers of representatives to which
Prince Edward Island was intitled un-
der the Order in Council in question.
Tt ig also urged on behalf of-the prow-
ince of Prince Hdward Island that
that .province, not being one of the
four provinces which created among
themseclves the original compact @i
Confederation, could not bhe dealt
with in this regard by the Dominion
as a whole, because the compact, in
the case of Prince Rdward Island was
made not between that province and
several others, but hetween this Do
minion as a Whale and the province
of Prince Edward Island, then a sov-
ereign province possessing plenary
powers of self:government. It hae
been urged upon us with great
vigour by the Premier of
Prince ®Bdward Teland and
Mr. Stewart, a member of his
Government, that steps be taken to
fix’ a minimum representation for th-
province of Prince Hdward Island @'
siX, the number originally mentiongi
in the Confederation Act. It Y
Heen noted that |
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bution Bill did not diminish the re.
presentation of the provinte of 'Prince

Hadward ‘Tsland, ‘although, according

i 1to the census of 1881, Prince Bdward

1sland was’ at that*time entitled to

Is-

B e ht that ey o aore i iy . thus

h‘tﬁ circuimstance, but I observed that in
a

Con-{for Kings, Prince Edward Island, in

its representation}yg93, wh
- g o argued strongly and forei-
then fized should be increased under|y)y against the claims put forward

the provisions of the British North
on behalf of the province at
Amerjca Act. In the Order in Coun-|g¢yme, he attributed this result to the

after- lfact that there w .
wards which brought the province of ::m wi:h w;xgh Pﬁmﬂie;‘;s:‘%‘;ﬂ ig:l

speech made by the hon. member

that

could be compared for the purpoee;
of subsection 4 of section 51 of  the
British North America Act so far a8
Prince Kdward Island is  concerned,
and probably that accounts for the
rgsult in 1882, 1n the Bill which 1
am asking permission to introduce,
T have left blank the number of mem-
hers for the province of Prince Hd-
ward Island, and therefore the total
number of meémbers. for the reason
that I desire that question to be left
open for consideraticn by the com-
mittee to whom I shall agk to have
the Bill referred.

""he province of Prince Edward Is-
tand bas in the Senate of Canada a
representation of four members. It
the terms of the British North Am-
erica Act were applied strictly to the
province of Prince Edward Island, it
would have under the Bill now to be
passed by this Parliament, a repre-
sentation in the House of Commons
of not nmore than three. It is some-
what - incongruous that a small pro-
vinee like Prince Edward Island, or,
indeed, any province of Canada,
should have a smaller representation

33.the Houge of ‘Commeons tban in
the Senate, I shall have occasion
at a later stage in  the session to

speak of the principles which seem to
have guided the fathers of: Counfeder-
ation in establishing the representa-
tion of the varioug: prbvinces in the
Qenate. For the present it is suffi-
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-~ All prices cut
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it's actual value--every piece is a real bargain.

L..— Come early today—and secure first choice.
e———
r—__#
" Subscribe Today |
For ‘
New Woolen Mills Stock |

has to be borme in mind that the
population of that province is al-
most wholly a rural population, and
that upon any basis laid down by
either political party.in this country
and upon the basis which I hope will
be laid down by the committee to
whom this Bill will go, if the popula-
tion of Prince Bdward Island, al-
though less than 100,000, were situ-
ated in any other province of Cana-
ada, it would have the right to a

mempership of at least four in the
House of Commong. 1 do not know - .
whether I make absolutely clear to  $35,000 dollars worth of this stock has been put

hon. gentlemen of this House what
lies in my mind, but that, I think,
ig the fact. If not, being limited by
the terms of a constitutional act,
as we are today, we were to take in-
to consideration a rural population
of nearly 100,000 in any of the other
provinces in Canada, we would, I
think, upon any basis that has ever

on the Market today.

Help YOURSELF, your CITY and your ISLAND
by helping start this Mill. You will make big money
too. Profit Estimated 421-2 p. c¢. Shares $25,00 each.
Terms 10 p. c. down, 15 p. . on Allotment, 25 p. C.

geem to have been any very fixed
principle in their winds, and that the
vesult seems to have been almost
purely an  arbitrary one, In
the United = States, as hon.
members of this House know,
each state of the

the Senate.
membership
that way,

is determined

of any province or state is less
the lower house than in
house.
provisions of the Australian
monwealth
tne Commonwealth of Aultralia i

Com

as possible, have two

the lower house for each membe

that it has in the upper house,
There is another consideration, no

controlling or determining influ

ward Island. I shall speak a 1ittl
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Mr, E. RYERSON REID has been appointed
agent and _his office_for the present will be it}ﬁthe
S, office,

been accepted or: ig likely to be ac-
cepted, give a representmtion of not
lesa than four memsbers to'that pop-
ulation. 4
It is my duty next to lay nefore |
the House—and I do it purely for the
purpose of convenience—the—the re-
e census of 1911, I may
here was a slight error in
figures as at first publish-
nk the figures here giv-
en are from the gecond and correct-
ed edition of the census returns.
Taken in alphabetical order, the
population of the various_provinces {.
according to the last census is as
follows:-~Alberta, 374,663; British
Columbin, 392,480, Manitcha, 455,-
614 New Brunawick, 351,88Y; Nova
Seotia,  492,338; Ontar o; 2,523,274,
Prince Mdward Island, 93,728 Que-
bee, 2,008,232; Saskatchewan, 492,-
422, Yukon, 8,512, Taking the pop-
Wlation ‘ot Qtebec, 2,003,232, and di-
viding it by 65, we obfain the unit
af 30,819, Applying this unit to the
populat,on of the various’ provinces
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