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THE NORMAN . NV4

The  Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle,
which devotes a good deal of space

the character of the Norman
william, gives is very little about
that of Harold. Courageous he was,
since he personally led the attack
on the Norwegian army, and we
find that he was humane in deal-
ing with the captives after the
pattle was won. The two sons of
the Norwegian King, their Bishop,
the Earl of Orkney and all those
who survived the fight, were per-
mitted to return home in twenty-
four ships. Before leaving “they
went up to our King and took
oaths that they would ever main-
tain f?lth and friendship unto the
land."

The English army needed rest
after the long forced march and
the bitter fighting; the men began
o disperse to their homes, for be-
ing a kind of militia it was diffi-
cult to keep them together., “To
assemble such a force was to bring
Jabor to a standstill,” says Green.
Harold had barely entered York—
where he proposed to rest awhile—
when a messenger hurried into his
resence with the mews that Wil
Bam had crossed the Channel, land-
ed at Pevensey, and was ravaging
the coast with the object of forc-
ing an engagement. There was
nothing for it but to make another
forced march southward, calling
into the ranks all the men within
reach. Harold reached London and
recruiting more men there, hastely

passed on southward toward the
coast. On a spur of the Sussex
Downs, near Hastings, he

ed his  standard’ and await-
ei the attack. The position
was well chosen; it covered

London, and threatened William,
who was forced to call in his raid-
ing parties. As these bands were
his only means of procuring food
he was obliged to attack or starve

Harold's men mewnwhile dug a
trench, behind which they erected
g breast-high stockade. On their
right a stretch of marshy ground
offered an  impediment to the
cavalry on which Willlam chiefly
relied: on the left —the most ex-
posed position —Harold grouped his
body-grard or hus-carls, in com-
plete armor, and wielding huge bat-
tle-axes, the favorite weapon of the
English at that date. The rest of
the ranks were half-armed country-
men, hastily summoned to fight a-
gainst the invader. Harold and his
rothers Leofwin and Gurth, took
up their position under the royal
standard, the Golden Dragon of
Wessex, on the exposed left wing.

Willlam began the battle by ord-
ering the footmen-mercenaries from
France and Britanny to attack the
wings, while he threw the Norman
horsemen against the centre. In
front rode the minstrel Taillsfer
chanting the “Song of Roland,” and
as he sang he threw his sword into
the alr and caught it again. “He
was the first to strike a blow and
he was the first to fall” observesd.
the historian. The charge was halt-
ed by the stockade, across which the
English struck and thrust, with
cries of “out, out!” The mounted
knights gave way before the fierce
defence; and on the flanks the
footmen were repulsed with heavy
loss, But Duke William's blood was
up, and he rallied his men again
and again to the charge. The
stockade stood firm. Then from the
Breton footmen, entangled in the
marshy ground to the left, a cry
arose that the Duke was slain
Panic spread through the army,
till William, throwing off this hel-
met that all might see, shouted “I
live! I live! and by God's help I
will conquer yet!” With headlong
fury he rote at the stockade where
his horse was killed under him:
springing to his  feet he struck
down Gurth, the King's brother,
with his heavy mace. A horsemen
rep sed to give up his steed to the
Duke, who struck him from the
saddle and mounted again. By now
the stockade was giving way under
the desperate charges of the
Knights, but behind their shields
the English fought and held the
Normans at bay. The long contest
was still undecided when the genius
of William found a way to accom-
plish by strategv what force could
not, He ordered his cavalry to feign
flight, and forgetful of Harold’s
orders to stand firm, the English
left their posts to pursue. The mis-
take was fatal; Willlam turned on
his pursuers, cut them to pieces, and
occupied the central ground of the
English line, Now the mercenaries
assaulted the wigs, but the group
round the stardard, led by Harold
and Lecfwin, s‘cod stubbornly at
bay. The Ba estry p'eiures

X
the English attacked from two sidese

by bodies of Norman horsemen, and
80 prolonged was their resistance,
that William brought up his arch-
ers as a last rescurce. Valor was
little avail against the rain of ar-
rows: and when a shaft pierczd
Harol's right eye, “the battle clos-
ed with a desperate melee over his
corpse.” Leofwin and all the Eng-
lish nobility perished, and what re-
mained of their men sought sa‘ety
in flight. As nizht fell on that
stricken field of October 14th, 1086,
“the Conqueror pitched his tent on
the very spet where his rival had
fallen and sate down to eat ond
drink among the dead.

An Ancient Prophecy

T am indebted to my friend Mr
Moses Gallant of Oysterbed, for the
loan of a copy of “La Volx
D'Evangeline,” ccntaining the re-
markable nrophecy of Sainte Adile
She was ths daughter of Adalric.
Duke of Alcace, and lived in the
seventh peenturv. The original ac-
count of her vision, written to her
brother, is in Latin and has bcen
preszrved: “La  Voix”  gives a
French translation of this authen-
tic document. Mv viva-voce French
leaves a great deal to be desired,
since like that of Chancer's char-
agter in the Canterbury Tales, 't
smacks of “the scole of Stratfcrd-
atte-Bowe;" however,  writing 18
eas'er than speaking In this cas2,
and T ventura to translate the p o=
phecy on the hove that it will in-
terest my readers:—

“Hearken, hearken, O my bro-
ther, because I have seen (in a
vision) terror in the forests and oa

mountains

ION 1066 (3 ; oecause no re

£ 8.cn of the universe
135 ever seen such disturbances.
It has come to the time when Ger-
many will be called the enost war-
like nation of the world.

The time has come when a ter-
rible warrior will arise, who will
spread war through all the world,
and whem the nations under arms
Will call Anti-Christ, and who will
be cursed by millions of mothers,
weeping like  Rachel, for their
children, and will not be consoled
because their children and all that
is in their homes will have been
destroyed . C

“This conquering  warrior will
come from the valley of the
g:g:rbe. He will be a remarkable

among men, The war he will
undertake will be more frightful
than men have ever waged, to the
sun;{n'uc of the mountains.

“His arms will be blazing and
the helmets of his soldiers will be
Jristling with points which will
flash lightnines while their hands
will brandish flaming torches. It
will be impossible to number the
victims of their cruelties!

“He will win victories on land,
at sea, and then in the air; we
shall see his soldiers, mailed and
winged, in incredible attacks, soar
into the firmanment where they
will gelze the stars and throw them
upon the towns, from one end of
the universe to the other, to start
great conflagrations.

“The nations will cry out in as-
tonishment:  “whence comes his
strength? How has he been able to
undertake such a war?”

“The earth will be shaken' by the
shock of battles; the rivers will be
red with blood, and the sea-tmon-
sters themselves, terrified, will seek
the depths of the oceans, while
dark tempests will spread desola-
tion everywhere.

Future generations will be as-
tonished that his adversaries, so
numerous and strong, were not able
to halt the march of his victories.

“And the war will be long.

“The conquerer will have attained
the peak of his triumphs in the
middle of the sixth month of the
second year of hostilities; this will
be the end of the first period, that
of the bloody victories. “Accept the
yoke of my dominatoin” he will
say, as he gains his victories. But
his enemies will not submit and the
war will continue. “Woe to them,”
he will shout, “because I am their
conqueror!”

“The second part (phase) of the
war will be, in length half of the
first part: this will be called the
period of diminution. It will be full
of surprises, which will struggle.
Midway in this phase, the small
nations subject to the conqueror,
will supplicate ~ “Give us peace!
Give us peace!”

“But there will be no peace for
these people.

“That will not be the end of
these wars, but the beginning of
the end; and there will be fight-
ing, man to man, in the citadel of
citadels. It is then that there will
be a revolt among the women of
his country who will want to stone
him; but also there will be prodig-
ious events in the Orient. (l. e., the
Near East).

“The third perlod (of the war)
will be of very short duration and
the conqueror will no more have
confidence in his soldiers. That time
will be called the period of invas-
lon, because by a just turn of
events, the country of the victor,
for the reason of his impieties and
injustices, will be invaded from all
sides and devastated.

“Round about the mountain will
flow torrents of human blood: that
will be the iast battle.

“The nations will sing their
hymns of thanksgiving in the
temples of the Lord, and will thank
God for their deliverance. Because
the warrior will have appeared,
who will put to flight the troops
of the conqueror, whose armies
will be decimated by a great and
unknown pestilence. This disease
will carry discouragement into the
heart of his soldiers, while the na-
tions will say: “The finger of God
is there: it is a just chastisement.”

“The nations will believe that the
end is near, the spectre (query:
sceptre?) will change hands and
my people will rejoice.

“Because God is just, though at
times he allows cruelties and de-
predations, all those despoiled na-
tions who have had confidence in
Him, will have returned to them
all they have lost, and something
more, for recompence in this world.

“Regions without number, in
which all has been given to fire
and slaughter, will be saved in
providential fashion by their heroic
defenders.

“The region of Lutece (Lutetia;-
old name of Paris) will itself be
saved by reason of the blessed
mountains and its devout women,
However, all will have belleved it
was lost.

“Then the nations will return to
the mountain and render thanks to
the Lord. Because men will have
seen such abominations in this war,
that their generations will not wish
for another.

“Woe nevertheless, again in those
days to those will not fear the
Anti-Christ, for he is the father
of those whom crime does not
frighten, He will plan new murd-
ers and there will be more tears.

“But an era of peace under arms
will have arrived when the two
horns of the moon join themselves
to the Cross, because men terrified
will adore God in truth, and the
sun will shine with unaccustomed
brightness ._. . . (Ste. Odile’s
prophecy was first brought to the
attention of the world in 1917, uur-
ing the Great War; and 1 have
read that its publication was for-
bidden in Germany. The trans-
lation given above is almost literal,
and the events it foretells closely
resembl” (so far) those of the pre-
sent war. One garugraph ends —“to
the summit of the mountains."”
Perhaps this phrase should begin
the next paragraph® the ancient
writers were weak in punctuation,
and sometimes omitted the per-
jods altoget'ier. However this is a
very minor point, It will be notic-
ed thei there are three periods:
like ihe “times, and time and half
¢ (me” of Scripture, which are
taken to mean “two years, plus one
year, plus half a year.” The war-
tior who defeats the armiesof Anti-

“Fear has petrified the nations

 early 1930 stopped

/
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SHORTAGE OF WATERFOWL [.eads the public, and by loose use

(Emergency, Conservation Com.,
New York).

DANGER OF WATERFOWL
EXTERM.NATION

“The waterfowl of America are
confronted with disaster.” This Is
the opening statement of a speech
given, in 1934, by Mr., W. C.
Henderson, Associate Chief of the
U. S. Bureau of Biological Sur-

vey.

What has happened to the un-
countable millions of waterfowl
that once were so common? Why
have they disappeared? Are they
gone forever? Is it possible to bring
them back to their former abun-
rance? If so, how?

The waterfowl of North America
once teemed in all suitable places.
Now they survive in numbers only
in the most favorable situations,
chiefly as wards of the Govern-
ment. Since colonial times, they
have been  steadily reduced by
shooting and by ruin of their hab-
itats, They had already reached a
dangerously low ebb when the sev-
ere drought of the late 1920's and
reproduction
impertant Northern Great
breeding area.  Then, the
several species

in the
Plains
very existence of
was threatened.

Since that time, the drought has
eased, and hunting regulations have
somewhat restricted the kill. Bu!
the cardinal fact remains that there
are not enough waterfowl to-day to
utilize adequately the favorable
breeding-grounds that still exist in
the United States, and more es-
pecially in Canada and northern
Alaska .

If cur waterfowl resources are to
be restored, a sufficient breeding-
ing-stock is essential. No one can
or does deny this self-evident fact.
Shooting should be rigorously re-
stricted umtil the breeding-stock of
all species is assured; it is obvious
that the waterfowl cannot be de-
stroyed and restored at the same
time. The simple shortcut would
be to suspend all shooting until the
margin of safety covers all the rarer
species. The more common species
may survive continued shosting un-
der strict regulations, but danger to
the rarer species is imminent. The
Government is responsible for the
perpetuation of the waterfowl. It
will fulfill its duty only if an
adequate breeding-stock of all
species s secured.

But the pressure for more and
more shooting is insistent. Con-
servation departments of the States
do not want to have the season
restricted, because they desire no
interference with the sale of hunt-
ing licenses. They want to sell as
many licenses as the people will
buy. The Federal Government also
charges hunters a dollar a year for
the privilege of killing a great many

ks It also
cooperates with the States in spend-
ing receipts from an excise
levied on sporting arms and am-
munition. Under the latter arrange-
ment, amazing as it “may seem,
funds supposedly for the preserva-
tion of the waterfowl are being
spent. to establish public shooting-
grounds

Shooting is also allowed on parts
of areas that have been set aside
in certain of the federal hird re-
fuges. This travesty tends to de-
stroy the concept of refuge in the
public mind, and obstructs real con-
servation, Refuges were originally
delared to be sanctuarles, that is,
havens from all danger. To take
any part of them for public shoot-
ing-grounds is a decention that not
onlv cheats the waterfowl but mis-

one: perhaps the pestilence is re-
ferred to. Does the union of the
Crescent moon with the  Cross
signify Moslem aid to the British
Empire? The man-to-man fizhting
in the fortress of fortresses, po.nts
to the “dog-nghts” over Lonuon?)

THE APPLE MAGGOT

I have just received this letter
from Prof. . M. Cannon, of the
Entomological Laboratory, Char-
lottetown, and 1 hasten to lay it
before my readers on account of
the valuable, up-to-date informa-
tion given:—

“Dear Sir: I noticed in your
column in the . Charlottetown
Guardian a week or two ago that
you dealt with the apple maggot
or railroad worn. A

“You mentioned that the only
method of control was to keep the
drop apples picked up. I1f the prac-
tice of picking up the drops and.|
destroying them is followed faith-
fully, it goes a long way in keep-
ing the apple maggot under control.

“I might mention, however, that
the use of arsenical sprays, along
with picking up the drops, gives
excellent results if the work is done
thoroughly. The spray recommend-
ed is arescnate of lead 1 to 2 Ibs
to 40 gals. of water, applied when
the flies are first observed, which
will be around the middle of July,
and again two weeks later. It is
very -important to have the trees
well covered with the poison dur-
ing the early part of August, as
this is the time when the greatest
number of eggs are laid. By this
method most of the flies are pois-
oned before they can lay their eggs.

“This year there is abundance of
apple maggot injury in almost all
the orchards in the province, I
have completed an inspection of
the larger orchards and I feund

only one that was free from
maggots, and this oae re-
ceived the sprays at the

proper time. In several others only
one apple maggot spray was ap-
plied, which probably reduced the
infestation to some extent but it
was far from giving a satisfactory
control.

“If at any time you would like
infcrmation on ingects or insect
control, do not hesitate to get in
touch with me. Yours very truly,
F. M. Cannon, Officer in Charge”
(of the Entomological Laboratory).

1 shall certainly avail myself of
Prof, Cannon's courtesy in the fu-

feontinuous-

of the word, tends to bring into
disrepute the very mame of sanctu-
ary.

HISTORY OF WATERFOWL
PROTECTION

In early days, no need was felt
to conserve a natural resource that
appeared to be inexhaustible; so
seasons and bag-limits were gen-
erally unknown. Waterfowl, shore
birds and upland birds were killed
at every opportunity, and often in
incredible numbers.  Market-hunt-
ing was common and exceedingly
destructive. In 1870, only one State
in the Union  prohibited spring
shooting of waterfowl, and 36 Stat-
es offered the birds no legal pro-
tection whatever. Even by 1912,
only 18 States prohibited spring
shooting, and three States still of-
fered waterfowl no protection,

MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY
ACT

Because the States gave no uni-
form protection, a bill was introduc-
ed in Congress, in 1904, which
would have placed the prolection
of migratory birds in the hands of/
the Federal Government. This bill
failed to pass. In 1913, a mijiatory
bird law was passed, giving the
Departmentof Agriculture the pow-
er to fix closed seasons during
which it would be unlawful to cap-
ture or kill migratory birds. Under
this authority, seasons were de-
fined that eliminated spring-
shooting everywhere in the United
States. Challenged in the courts,
the 1913 law was declared uncon-
stitutional in three States and two
Federal courts. It was under con-
sideration by the U. 8. Supreme
Court when superseded, in 1918, by
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
the constitutionality of which hes
been  upheld by the Supreme
Court.

This Act was based on a treaty
ratified, in 1916, by the United Stat-
es and Great Britain acting for
Canada. It originated in a wide-
spread’ demand by the people that
effective Federal action be taken in
the field of bird protection, in
which the apathy, selfishness and
cenflicting - interests of the States
had blocked progress. The Act pro-
tected migratory gaine and insec-
tivorous birds in general, and cer-
tain migratory non-game birds, 356
species in all. But many valuable
birds were excluded from protec-
tion, as for imstance, the hawks.
Upland game birds, with the ex-
ception of doves, were not includ-
ed, and still remain wholly within
the jurisdiction of the States.

But the Migratory Bird 'Treaty
Act, is at least potentially, the
most adequate scheme for the pro-
tection of birds that has ever been
put into effect. The Act, makes it
unlawful to hunt, capture, kill, nos-
sess, sell purchase, or transport at
any time, or by any means, any
migratory bird  included in the
terms of the treaty, except as per-
mitted by regulations which the
sSecretary .. _agriculture is au-
thorized and directed to adpt, and
waich become effective when ap-
proved by the President. In 1939,
the Bureau of Biological Survey
was transferred to the Department
of the Interior, so that now, un-
der the President, the Secretary of
the Interor is responsible for the
welfare of migratory birds.

THE MIGRATORY BIRD TREATY
WITH MEXICO

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act
was amended, in 1936, to cover vhe
terms ol a treaty with Mexico that
was ratified in 1937, These amend-
ments do not affect the protection
given in the United States to birds
protected by the treaty with Can-
ada. The treaty with Mexico gives
protection to a large number of
birds, including 93 species not pro-
tected in the treaty with Canada.
The te.ms of the tieaty were Kept
secret until ratified by the U. 8
Senate. When published, some of
the provisions came as a sad shock
to conservationists. This treaty
twice emphasizes the use of birds
for sport, food, commerce industry,
making it appear that protection
incentive. Tt

was not the prime
further provides for the capture
alive of migratory insectivorous

birds, thus safeguarding the Mexi-
can traffic in cage-birds. Like the
Canadian treaty, it does not protect
the hawks and owls. It excludes

Canadian treaty. Although the
treaty with Canada provides for a
closed -season.-on- most
shore birds, the shore birds are
given no specific protection by the
Mexian treaty.

The Mexican treaty gives acant
consideratoin to the waterfowl, Un-
der this treaty, the waterfowli may
be shot during an o season of
more than six months, thus ex-
tending to United States gunners
the privilege of further slaughter
after the close of the season in
this country. Although baiting and
the use of live decoys is now pro-
hibited in the United States, the
only restriction on unsportstnanlike
practices in the Mexican treaty is
the prohibition of hunting from
aircraft. Regulations made in strict
accordance with the treaty could
be very destructive to the groups
of birds it is ostensibly drawn to
protect. It is fair to say, however,
that waterfowl are not being killed
at present in very large numbers
in Mexico.

RESTRICTIONS ON SHOOTING

In spite of the protection given
by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act,
the waterfowl continued to de-
crease. Seasons were still long, ap-
proximately three and a half
months in individual states, so that
the birds in their flight from north
to south were subjected to a con-
tinuous bombardment during five
to seven months. Bag-limits were
high, twenty-five birds a day, with
possession-limits almost unknown.
By 1020, eleven States. alive to the
danger that threatened the water-

from protection numerous kinds ofo
[ fish-cating birds protected by ths

ture, and thank him in the name J
Christ 1s not mecessarily & human/ of my enquiring reader, .

fowl, reduced their bag-limits be-.

Weekly Live Stock
Market Report

OTTAWA, Canada — September
26, 1940.

SUMMARY

The downward trend which com-
menced in last week's cattle mar-
ket was carried through into the
current trading session. Under very
dull and draggy trading, prices as
a rule receded about 25¢ and some
transactions were as much as 50c
lower, Calves were unchanged ex-
oeﬁ'. for a couple of western mar-
kets where prices were lower. There
was a down turn in the lamb mar-
ket also, with Toronto off 25c to
50c and other centres about 25c
easier. A good share of the recent
declines in the hog market were
recovered, particularly in the west
where prices were up about 35¢ at
major markets.

Eastern Cattle Markets

Prices on weighty steers at To-
ronto were down 25c to 50c and
butcher cows and bulls eased off
25¢ but other killers and store cat-
tle held steady. The week’s trading
opened under a handicap of 1200
cattle held over and about the
same number remained unsold a-
gain this week. Weighty steers sold
up to a high of $8.35 and butcher
steers and heifers were mostly $6
to $7.75, with some tops at the
close at $8. The best of the stock-
er offering was picked out at $7
to $7.85. The cattle offered
Montreal, lacked quality and only a
few of the best steers on hand
qualified for $8 to $8 50. A few
good western cows sold up to $6,
while good kinds ‘'nerally made
$5 to $5.50. Maritime markets
eased off 25c in line with the trade
elsewhere and good to choice steers
were quoted at $7.25 to $8.

Western Cattle Markets

The Winnipeg cattle market
oroved very spotty with most kill-
ing classes moving down 25c to
50c and replacement cattle experi-
encing a similar decline. Favour-
able news fro.1 outside centres was
lacking and buyers were reluctant
to take on liberal supplies even at
the lower scale of prices. Best
welghty steers made $7 to $7 25
and medium to good handy-
weight killing kinds from
$6.75. The better grades of stock-
ers and feeders moved out at $5.75

$6.50. Other centres generally
functioned under a very slow trad-
ing and as a rule were 25¢ or more
lower. The best of the steers at
Calgary made $6.50 to $7.50, while
Edmonton paid a top of $7.25,
Prince Albert and Moose Jaw, $6.75,
Saskatoon and Regina $7, and Van-
couver around $8.

United States Market

There were no Canadian cattle
offered at Buffalo this week, where
the general market was slow and
25¢ to 50c lower. The only recent
quotation from St. Paul was $6
to $6.50 for medium quality Can-
adian bulls,

Exports to the United States dur-
Ing the week totalled 2,881 beef
cattle, 403 dairy and 589 calves. Ex-
ports from January 1st to Septem-
ber 26th were 88293 beef, 10,745
dairy and 63,153 -calves as against
140,801 beef, 9,880 dairy and 72,-
611 salves in the corresponding
period of 1939. Exports of beefl
cattle from July 1st to Sept. 26
totalled 30,975 head, compared with
52,444 in the same period last year.

According to a release by the Un-
ited States Treasury Department
imports of calves from January lst
to September 14th, from all coun-
tries, amounted to 95,355 head, un-
der the annual tariff rate quota of
100,000 head. Customs officlals are
now collecting the full tariff rate
of 2 1-2 per pound on calves enter-
ing the United States subject to
rebate on any entering before the
quota of 100,000 is exhausted.

Calves Mostly Unchanged

Calf prices held unchanged at
Toronto at $11 to $11.50 for choice
veals, while Montreal was firem up
to- $10.50 with a few as high as
$11. Winnipeg was also about
steady with top vealers at $9. The
high at Calgary, Edmonton and
Vancouver was $8.50, Prince Albert

.50, Moose Jaw and Regina $8,
and Saskatoon $8.25.

Hog Prices Recover

Hogs opened higher at Toronto
with the basis grade up to $12.25

ssed but the close was at $12.15,
with bacons alive off trucks at $9.
Montreal was on a basis of $9.15
for bacons f. & w., and §12.20
dressed. Winnipeg, was up 35c ate
$8.35 f. & w., Calgary's close was
$8.20 for bacons off trucks. Edmon-
ton $8.25, Prince  Albert $8.10,
Moose Jaw and Regina $8 35 and
Saskatoon $8.10. Slaughter hogs at
Vancouver closed at $8.35 to $8.'50.

Lamb Market Easier

Lambs dropped 25¢ to 50c at To-
ronto closing at $8.50 to $9 for
good ewes and wethers. As high as
$9 per cwt, was paid for feeding
lambs. Montreal sold good ewes
and wethers at $8 50 and Winni-
peg was easier with the best of the
supply at $7.50 to $7.75. Top
lambs at Calgary and Moose Jaw
made $7.50, Edmonton and Sask-
atoon $7.25, Prince Albert $6.75
and Regina $7. Vancouver paid up
to $8.50 and choice lambs in the
Maritimes sold at $8, a drop of 50c.

Feeder lambs are reported to be
moving out of the Maple Creek,
Saskatchewan, district to Ontario
at $8 f. 0. b. There is also a keen
local demand for all white faced
new lambs offered there at a
premium of 1-2¢c. Yearling ewes are
moving at $10 per head and
sound five year odls at $6.50.

low the Federal regulation. During
the decade 1920-30, the conserva=

tonists of the United States, un-
der the”leadership of the great
zoologist, William T. Homaday,

fought strenuously for a reduction
in the large bag-limit. By 1930,
twenty-nine States had reduced the
limit below 25. But ignoring this
mandate of a majority of the Stat-
es, the Chief of the Biological Su--
vey at that time still refused to
recommend lowering the Fedoral]

at Tthe pelt show there will be a fash-

TIMELY NOTES ON TOPICS
CONNECTED WITH

Silver Fox Farming

The ex:ccutive of the Provincial
Silver Fox  Breeders’ and Ex-
hibitors’ Association met Thursday
morning and completed arrange-
ments for the live fox exhibition
which will be held at Charlotte-
town the week commencing Novem-
ber 18th. This will take care of reg-
istered foxes, mnon-registered foxes
and the new type known as white
face, ring necks, or platinums.
George A. Callbeck has been ap-
pointed judge and the classifying
committee will be Parvin Cass,
Summerside, Douglas Bell, Borden,
and John C., Jack, M. A., Sum-
merside. It is expected that there
will be a great deal of interest
taken in this year's show because
of the presence of unregistered
foxes and the freaks. No doubt
there are hundreds of ranchers
throughout the country who would
like to see what they look like, nev-
er having had an opportunity of
visiting a ranch where they are
kept

The catalogue which will be is-
sued this year about the latter part
of October will also_ contain the
classes and paritculars of the pelt
show which will be held in the High
School, Summerside, the week of
Jaunuary 6th. In connection with

jon show. The success which at-
tended the marketing of the show
pelts last year is expected to have |-
a bearing on greatly enlarging the
number of exhibits

We had a letter from Ernie Mill,
Mill's Point, a few days ago stat-
ing that he had sold his platinum
pup to Wellington McNeill, from
whom he had purchased the males
Parent last fall. Ernie has quite a
number of the new varieties includ-
ing several types and one particu-
larly beautiful silver pup with white
markings. He has also as usual a
fine line of silvers. It was last fall
that Ernie. made a wholesale deal
whereby over a hundred of his pups
were purchased by Wilfred Lecky.
We understand Wilfred has had a
good crop from them and that his
total for the ranch is over 1,000.

Our readers must have noticed
at the bottom of these notes last
week an advertisement by Raoul
Reymond, Southport, inviting fox
ranchers to visit his ranch and see
the new type platinums and ring
neck foxes. It was taken advantage
of by many and with the courtosy
for which Mr. Reymond is pro-
verblal and the graclous qualities
of Mrs. Reymond, visits there were

bag-limit. He was closely advised
by a coterie of high-powered so-
called “sportsmen” who fought re-
strictions in every way, and ne
feared further that yielding to the
conservationists would be taken as
a sign of weakness. Thus, badly
needed protecton for waterfowl was
long deferred for entirely unworthy
reasons.

Soon, however, the waterfowl
shortage became so apparent that
the Government could no longer
ignore the birds’ plight. In 1930,
the big-limit was cut to 15 ducks,
with a  two-day possession-limit.
1931 saw an open’ season of one
month, with the bag-limits as in
1930, In 1932, the season was leng-
thened to two months, but the
eider, canvas' vck, redhead, scaups,
ringneck, teals, shoveller and gad-
wall were given added protection
in that only ten of these could be
taken. The wood duck, ruddy duck
and bufflehead were given com-
plete protection. The season re-
mained at two months in 1933, but
the bag-limit was cut to 15 ducks,
with a limit of eight on the scarcer
ducks, The nrospects for the water-
fowl were so poor in 1934 that only
30 days hunting was allowed. In
an attempt to pacify the hunters
who clamored for more shooting,
the Government allowed the States
to pick their own hunting days,
which resulted in a staggered sea-
son with the States-offering rest-
days between the days of hunting.
The bag-limit remained at 12, but
the limit was reduced to five on
those ducks which were in im-
mediate danger of being exter-
minated. Baiting was conducted
under a license system. Still fur-
ther restrictions were necessary in
1935. These were a 30-day con-
tinuous season (without rest-days),
a bag-limit of tem, a one-day pos-
session-limit, no baiting, no live
decoys, and no guns that would |
hold more than three shells. The |
shooting regulations for 1935 wereas
practically reveated for 1936 and
1937, except .that full protection
was given to the canvasback, red-
head, and a few other species. In
1938, the season was lengthened by
one-third, to forty-five days, and
some of the exempted species were
returned to the game list, namely
the ruddy, canvasback, redhead,
and bufflehead ducks and the pos-
session-limit on ducks and geese
was increased to two-days bag
This last change apparently came
just in time to foreslall a congres-
sional bill that was being actively
pushed to permit extended posses-
sion-limit. In restoring to the game
list species seriously reduced in
numbers, a concession was made
to the incompetence of hunters who
canmot in the field recognize the
different species of ducks. The re-
quirements for these hunters should
have been stiffened; permits should
be granted only to those hunters
who can identify the birds they are
killing. But this very simple and
illogical requirement apparently re-
ceived no consideration whatever |
The regulations in 1939 remained |
practically the same as in 1938. ;

It should be noted that a re-
duction of open season, to one|
month, for instance, is not such. a |
concession as it appears to be. The |
waterfowl  that are raised in|
Alaska, or northern Canada, ond
winter in our southern states, suf- }
fer in migration a continuous open |
season of three and a half months, |
from Setember 1st to mid-Decom-f
ber. For the waterfowl that sur-|
vive to reach Mexico, the legal sea- ‘
son of danger is extended to Feb- |
ruary 28th. This has been true for |
many years.

(To Be Continued) i
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most pleasurable. Mr., Reymond's
fox population which formerly con-
sisted of thousands of adults and
pups, has been cut down to some- |
where in the vicinity of a thous-
and, but quantity has been replaced
by quality,

In the fall of 1938 Ollie McNeill
sent a white face male of the plat-
inum type to brother Well and it
was placed in Mr. Reymond's ranch
This fox was very pre-potent an.
was the sire of three outstanding
males, one of them sold to Thomas
McGill, Packenham, Ontario, by
Well McNeill last January is the
sire of 37 pups, two of them plat-
inums. Well's male is the sire of
several litters in his ranch and the
remaining full brother is the sire
of a great many of the pups of
the platinum type in Mr. - Rey-
mond's ranch, There are other sires
including some other males gotten
f!‘OY}I: Ollie McNeill, Fort Qu'Appelle,
Sask.

All Mr. Reymond’s foxes have
been tattooed and pedigrees care-
fully kept. Some are three-quart-
er platinum breed, others have a-
bout fifty-fifty silver and platinum,
but {he silver parents are of ex-
cellent type, and scme pups produc-
ed that way are apparently quite
as good as those possessing a larg-
er amount of platinum blood. The
star exhibit of the ranch in the
pup line is a ring neck, near plat-
inum that is a pet. He is in coop
13 and a great many offers have
been made for this particular fox,
but up to yesterday he had not
been separated frcm his owners., We
doubt if an offer attractive enough
can be made to buy this chap as
Mr. Reymond is looking forward
to having him head the herd
eventually.

Success for Mr. Reymond has not
come through any  hit or miss
methods. He has studied the fox
business as few men have and dur-
ing the breeding season supervises
every detail of the ranch including
the microscopic work and poly-
gamous mating. Our fox clubs
should endeavor to have Mr. Rey-
mond address them as the lessons
he has learned from his experience
with the new types are very valu-
able and would prove short cuts to
success for others.

As there seems to be such an
interest taken in new types of plat-
inum foxes we are reprinting in
part an _ authoritative article by
Clarence F. Ekstrom which appear-
ed in the National Fur News, Col-
orado, recently. “At the present time
there seem to be two types of color
phases that are recognized as plat-
inums. One is the white face plat-
inum silver, marked with varyinga-
mounts of white oy  face, neck,
belly, feet and legs It is char-
acteristic of this type of platinum
silver foxes to have mottled feet
and the toes are oftentimes pink
colored. Its underfur grades from
cottony white to pale grey and its
ring or guard hairs are almost en-
tirely white with various shadings
of that same pale grey color. The
veiling on the back and shoulders
is distinctly blue-grey and of vary-
ing amounts on individual foxes
while the gortzen siripe should be
quite dark to add just the right
character to ake {t a very beauti-
ful animal. One of the greatest
factors in making this type of fox
so attractive is a steel-blue white-
ness, or shall we call it a metallic
clear white color, in the guard
hairs. This character which has
been termed platinum silver s
strikingly brilllant and has been
aptly described as “coming up and
hitting you in the eye.”

The best quality animals have a
very dense fur covering which addse
a smooth velvet a < arance. The
other type recognize. is the pearl
patinum silver, being of a pale
slate blue cast thru all of its fur
and with no’ clear white spots or
markings other than silver or white
bars on its guard hairs similar to
a silver fox. This type of platinum
is not so flashy as is apparent in
the white face type but it nas a
beauty all its own. The full silvered
pearl platinum fox is very striking |
in the blend of white silver against
a pearl blue background.

It is evident in both types of
platinum silvers foxes that there
are not a great number of animals
_rhat deserve the term “pure plat-
inum.” In the white face group
many have white markings on face,
neck, belly and feet and yet should
only be called white face silver
foxes. However, there are also in
this group quite a number of ani-
mals that show a definite develop-
ment toward a platinum character
and should be termed platinum type
silvers., In my judgment all white
face foxes are not platinum ml-
vers nor would I judge all foxes as
pearl platinum silvers that have a
pale blue cast in their fur.

This industry should certainiy
set up a high standard of per-
fection as to quality and character
for a basis of terming any fox
“platinum” type 1t would be folly
for us to recognize or wuse the
word “platinum” unless we applied
the term only to those animais
possessing the very best quality in
the new color phases. Tt is.ce tam
that the fur trade is not interestsd
in paying a high price for a fur
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just because 1t is called a platinum
silver unless it has all the finest
quality and ch t capanle of
being produced bod breeding.”

The Canadian Platinum
Breeders' Associatior e defir
platinum {

platinum
by white

marking on
nose and 1 is, a rule,
mottling, w. 1 mottling is usually
of a bluish grey color., The plate
inum is approximately self-colored
shade of coloring, to be classed;
extra light, light, medium and dark,

lacking.

Tn response to mv

request for a

description of a platinum  siiver,
Naumann & Dreyic Inc., of New
York City replied, are enclog-
ing an excellent picture of g real

Norwegian Platina Fox skin, which
will probably be more enlighteuing
on the subject than the enost e'ah-
orate description The fox must
have the white neck, white paws
and white bellv. The general char=
acter of the fox is of extreme pale
platinum type silver, some almoat
white, some as dark as a very pa'e

light bluish grey silver fox. The
grotzen should be dark and well
marked. We also want to cai! to

your attention, that some of our
shippers refer t. very pale silvery
blue foxes as platinum foxes, which
is wrong, as they have nothing to
do with the real platinum foxes.”

Mr. Vincent A. Ul
eph Ullman Brokerag
ol New York has

Iman of Jos-
Corporation
Lo say about

a platinum silve. fox, in my
opinion, is a I very pale
d to which
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ed foxes
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ol the body
kish pale grey
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ranches carrying Yy fine fully
silvered breeders ch  show &

beautiful pale-grey {linish “at thelr
peak in the cold December weather.
Before Iy advertised and

publicize 1 platinas were
introduc , m freak
silver foxes of sim character
were sold in this m 2t, but it is
only since quax these nov-

d made

widely ad
that the va.
vanced to such high

Lampson, Frs
York  who
platina foxes
April-25 of
our observati
our two auctic
large, well fu ed
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were v 3
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from
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highest pr
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the shoul
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very, very
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foxes that almost appeared
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Isaac A. Schoe

New York, hs to say about
the platinuen “T would
hold a pla

of fox brou

and his assoc
by Lampson, F
It may be 7y

concerned,
the true
other varis
ent name

would
e of pl

So there you are
ranchers. If you have ¢
of bree the
be well sed tc
these not
are not giving prom
paganda for white f
or platinums to
breeding. Wa have
rather our company cha
some, but whether we should as
Shakespeare—saiet “better endure
the ills we have as fly, to others
that we know not of we cannot
say —only the future can tell that
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