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“The Strongest Memory is Weaker than the

in Libya undoubtedly has increased the im-
mediate need for medical officers.
On the basis of the splendid effort of the

Canadian physicians who were of military age
in 1914-18, the 11,000 Canadian physicians of
1941 could furnish, as required, at least 600
medical officers to the Royal Army Medical
Corps and approximately 3,000 medical officers
to the Royal Canadian Army Medical Corps.
To date less than half that number are serving
with the Empire’s forces.

It is difficult to imagine a more interesting
or educative experience, or a more important con-
tribution on the part of Canada to the winning
of the war, than the presence in the armed forces
of Britain and of Canada of competent young
physicians who are eager to place their skill at
the disposal of King and country in the life-and-
death struggle now being waged in Europe and
Africa, and the Far East.

= EDITORIAL NOTES ~

It seems as though last winter is continuing

NOTES BY THE WAY

Having spent {oo much of my
earlier. lite, in. reading,. I1'have
in the last few years cut that prac-
tice sharply, much of the time thus
saved is being spent in re-reading.
Re-reading is a luxury we dare to
afford only as we grow olaer: aging
racoit dogs find it futile to chase
every new rabbit. Of the ten thou-
sand new titles published annually
in this country probably one hun:
dred come to our direct attention,
of which a score may be read com-
pletely. I have found myself re-
reading—sometimes for a fourth
or fifth time—such old-time favor-
ite tities as “Alice in Wonderland”,
“Dodsworth’ “Of Human Bondage’
“South Wind”, “Brave New World'
“War of the Newts”, “The Strange
Case of Sergeant Grischa,” ‘‘Heav-
en's My Destination.” — Corres-
pondent in New York Times.

Are the dignities and prerogat-
ives of a few labour “leaders” more
tant than the preservation of
democracy? The solution I suggest
is hard-boiled, So are the evils it
would seek to cure. So is the much

WORDS OF
CHALLENGE

A Thought A Day
For A People At War

“We can have one great ob-
ject and .one only-to re-in-
spire, to re-invigorate the war
effort of our country in every
sf)here and phase, to light into

flaming life the war spirit of
our ple, the resolve to do
or dle."—Arthur Meizhen,

Building A Battle-
Sight

(Sydney Post-Record)

A unique feature of Great Brit-
ain’s developing organization for the
final stages of the war, is the con-
struction of a vast battle-site in the
Middle East, where the last blow of
the world’s mightiest conilict is ex-
pected to be struck. Some details
of this site have been supplied in a
notable article by Preston Grover,

!pt ."';‘
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after a short lull. broader proposal that all defence an Associated Press stafl writer, The

Weakest Ink.”
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1941.

*

Olive Schreiner, South Africa novelist, died
this date 1920; sister of William Philip Schrein-
er, South African statesman who was attorney-
general in Cecil Rhodes’ second administration

The Axis powers have acted with such con- und became prime minister of ‘Cape Colony and
sistent treachery thdt surprise was expressed subsequently High Commissioner in England;
vesterday that formal declarations of war on the¢ Olive married Mr. S. C. Cartwright, prominent
United States by Germany and Italy were not in Cape politics, and in conjunction with him,
preceded by fresh unprovoked atrecities. Doubt- wrote “The Political Situation”; she excels in
less this would have been the case had any op- depicting veldt scenery and' Dutch character;
portunity presented itself . But it was not easy author of “Story of an African Farm,”
for the enemy to strike again without warning. “Dreams,” “Women and Labour.”

* *

More War Declarations

President Roosevelt in his broadcast Tuesday x % *

: ’

night warned that Germany and Italy, ‘“re-  Newspaper men have been captured by the
gardless of any formal declaration cf war, con- Germans in North Africa—worse luck, for they

sider themselves at war with the United States at \ere among the best of our war correspondents.
this momert just as much as they consider Harold Denny of The New York Times is one of
themselves at war with Britain and Russia.” Re- two American newspaper men captured by the
peatedly, and with emphasis, he spoke of Japan’s Axis forces in Libya, The other is Godfrey An-
relationships with Germany. And Mr. Hull, derson of The Associated Press. One British
Secretary of State, on the same day told a press newspaper man was captured, bat his name had
conference that the United States 'should be on been garbled in transmission to Rome and he re-
guard against a sudden German attack or any mains unidentified. It was indicated that the
move to fulfill the «Axis pact. It was noted that prisoners would not be able to get out of Libya

strikes be banned, whatever their
provocation. So is the fact that
the President of the United States,
the Commander-in-Chief of the
armed forces of a great nation ac-
tually at war, is foerced to cencede
to reporters that he can make some
men face shells and gas and bullets
for thirty dollars a month but he
can’t persuade others to work
forty hours a week at high pay
under pleasant surroundings. Who
is it that must sacrifice to save
demecracy? We? Or they Or
everybody? — §. Burton Health in
The Atlantic Monthly (Boston).

The C.CF. will not strengthen
its position in the country by its de-
cision to Rt. Hon. Arthur
Meighen in the constituency of
South York. In the last federal
election the C.C.F, candidate poll-
ed only 5.372 votes out of 32,584
cast. In its wildest dreams the C.
C.F. cannot expect to carry the
riding, The C.C.F. is placing a
candidate in the field only with the
idea of securing e certain amount
of publicity. This may be all right
in peace time, but in these sericus
days it seems absurd to put the
country to the extra cost an
election. It is simply a nuisance
nomination, There is general agree-

area is in the form of an enormous

uadrangle, bounded by Inaia and
the Caspian Sea on the east, by the
Mediterranean on the west, by Tur=
key on the north, and by Suez and
Arabia on_ the south. In this zone
bands of British troops and work-
men, assisted by native labor, are
rushing forward the preparations for

what is expecied to be the final
clash between the combatants of
World War No. 2. The speed of

the preparations is limited only by
the supply of labor and materials
available, and by the requirements
of efficiency. The whole constructicn
programme is said to be scheduled
for completion by March 1942,

Not only are there thousands of
British, Australians and New Zea-
landers laboring at the task, but at
east 30,000 Arabs in Syria alone
have been mobilized in work battal=
ions to build airports and highways.
The Arabs are working in groips
ranging from 40 to 60 in number,
each group being under the com-
mand of British and Australian of= f
ficers and. technicians.

One important project being car- |
ried out is the straightening of the
circuitcus  highway running from
Beirut on the Levant, 100 miles
inland to Damascus. Several scores
of airdromes are under construction
in Syria alone, Approximately 400
miles of New Syrian highways are
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Germany’s decision to dig in on thc eastern front for some time, particularly since they evidently aside from u§ny party c_anslderg-‘ ng?go})%gé ‘ga;nwﬁg;egﬁénﬂmcxig:y
before Moscow would make available men and were still in the battle zone. That they were most gloms that Mr. Meighen “’l‘!:.lf agd to come streaming across the Caucasus,
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i i British control, the single

thing pointed to a concerted drive on the part hands at a bewildering rate, meant there was a 1
e

of the gangster nations, who are now jointly and

openly engaged in war on {reedom and demo-
cracy everywhere.

Delay May Be Dangerous

asummerside has taken the initiative by calling
r public meeting at which air raid precaution
regulations were explained m detail, Charlotte-
town should lose no time in following suit, and
in othérwise preparing for the enforcement of
blackout regulations, If anything were needed to
awaken our City Fathers, Provincial Govern-
ment and all concerned to the importance o
such precautions, surely the air-raid scares which
our American neighbors have received in the past
few days, on both sides of the continent, should
be sufficient. This Province and Nova Scotia are
now regarded, at Ottawa, as being in an area sub-
ject to the hazard of enemy attack.

,, The World At War

" Wo fewer than thirty-five nations are at war
today. Divided into two camps in each of two
world sectors, they are thus listed by The Cana-
dian Press:

EUROPEAN ! {

Germany, Ttaly, Finland, Rumania, Croatia
(part of Ywugoslavia), Hungary—the so-called
Axis nations, i

Britain and her Dominions of Canada, South
‘Africa, Australia and New Zealand; United
States, Russia, Netherlands, Norway, Free
French, Luxembourg, Belgium, Czecho-Slov-
akia, Poland, Yugoslavia, Greece, Ethiopia and
China—the., Democracies.

PACIFIC:

Japan and her puppet state of Manchukuo—
Axis side,

The United States, Britain, and her Domin-
jons, Netherlands and Netherlands East Indies,
China, Costa Rica, Cuba, Haiti, El Salvador,
Honduras, Free French, Dominican Republic,
Nicaragua, Guatemala, Panama and Bolivia—
Democracies.

In addition several other countries have been
involved in the hostilities. Lithuania, Estonia
and Latvia along the Baltic have twice changed
hands, first by Russian annexation then by
German occupation, Thailand apparently has
decided to accept Japanese occupation with
little or no resistance. Denmark did not resist
German occupation. Syria, Iran and Iraq have
been occupied by forces of Britain and her
allies. Vichy France, Spain and Siovakia have
sent troops to aid Germany against Russia.

Call For Army Doctors

1he call of the Royal Army Medical Corps
1s the subject of a convincing article by Lieuten-
ant-Colonel William J. Deadman, B. A., M. B,
of Hamilton, in the Ontario Medical Association
Bulletin. The Royal Army Medical Corps needs
medical officers for service in Britain and the
Near East, and later, to staff further British Ex-
peditionary Forces which will be landed on the
Continent. Obvioysly this war can never be won
without a reinvasion of Europe. As Dr. Dead-
man sees it, the urgent need for medical of ficers
arises from the mobilization of 4,000,000 men in
Britain, from the cruel aerial bombardment of
the last twelve months, and from the heavy
losses of medical personnel incidental = to the
evacuation of Dunkirk, Greece and Crete. The
dire shortage is evidenced by the appeal to Can-
ada last Januray for 100 young medical officers
for the Royal Army Medical Corps and the sub-
sequent appeal to the United States for 1,000
medical officers. So far as can be learned, the
response to these appeals was in no sense adequ-
ate or satisfactory, so that the shortage remains
as acute as gver, Jhe renewal of fierce fighting

possibility that they might still be rescued,
* ok k¥

Due almost wholly to a sharp decrease in
sugar shipments, the total value of Cuba’s ex-
ports in 1940 dropped by over 20 million dollars
as compared with 1939. Exports in 1940 were
valued at $127,288,307 and in 1940 at $147,676,~
258. Sugar and cane products accounted for
$95,613,000 only in 1940 as against $117,125,-
169 in 1939. Exports of raw sugar alone were
valued at $61,910,740, dropping by over 22 mil-
lion dollars, while refined sugar exports at $17,~
382,247 showed a decline of four million dol-
lars. There was also a considerable decrease in

¢ “exports of tobacco—second in importance among

Cuba's crops —the 1940 value being $12,140,-
%30 as against the 1939 value of $14.090, 586.

xports of cigars accounted for practically the
whole of the tobacco decrease. On the other hand,
food products, and stones, earths and minerals,
third and fourth groups in importance, showed
substantial gains. Principal items in the latter
group were manganese ore and copper ore, both
of which benefited from war demand.,

* ok ok %

There are passages in  Winston Churchill’s
speech in Parliament on September 29, which
every war government might keep steadily in
mind as a guide to action in the face of public
clamor or carefully fomented agitation. This is
what Mr. Churchill said: I hope that some of
our hardened critics out of doors—I have noth-
ing to complain of inside here —will reflect a
little on their own records in the past and by
scarching their hearts and memories realize the
fate which awaits nations and individuals wh»
take the easy or popular course or are guided in
defence matters by the shifting minds of well-
meaning public opinion. Nothing is 1wore dang-
erous in wartime than to live in the temiperamen-
tal atmosphere of a Gallup poll—(laughter) —
always feeling one's pulse and taking one’s tem-
perature. I see that a speaker at the week-end
said that this was the time when leaders should
keep their ears to the ground. All I can say is
that the British nation will find it very hard to
look up to leaders who are detected in  that
somewhat ungainly posture.

x ok x

Major-General J. H. Elmslay writes to th2
Globe'and Mail: As the terms = “conscription,”
“compulsory service,” etc., have been objected
to in Parliament and elsewhere as being unsuit-
able for a democracy such as Canada, may I
point out that the term “levee en masse” is em-
bodied in our Militia Act, which reads as fol-
ows :

All the male inhabitants of Canada of the ag2
of eighteen and upward and under sixty, not
exempt by law, and being British subjects, shall
be liable to service in the militia: Provided that
the Governor-General shall require all the male
inhabitants of Canada, capable of bearing
arms, to serve in the case of a “levee
en masse.” This “levee en masse” provides for
selective service and is divided into four classes,
1ie

First class. Comprising those of the age of
eighteen to thirty years who are unmarried or
widowers without children.

Second class. Comprising those of thirty to
forty-five years of age, unmarried or widowers
without children.

Third class. Comprising those of eighteen
to forty-five rs who are married or wid-
owers with children, ;

Fourth class. Comprising all those of the age
of forty-five to sixty.

Order of service: The said classes shall be
called up to serve in the order referred to above.

People, particularly women, who are afraid of
compulsoty service, etc., as it represents to their
minds that a father as a wage-earner may be
called up for compulsory service, should realize
that over a million Canadian bachelors and wid-
owers without children would be called up before
one marricd man became liable for service,;
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His &arha.memary experience and under
his

bating ability are needed at
Ottawa. He will stimulate the war
effort of the Government. The
C.C.F. is always attacking the old
line parties for playing politics,
but this is what the C.C.F. is do-
ing in opposing the new Conserve-
tive leader, — London Free Press.

The war will be_ won without
Eire” help. The Battle of the
Atlantic would be a less formidable
problem for the British Common-
wealth if this “quasi-Dominion”
had not denied the Navy the use
of the Twreaty ports. There are
peo?le in ‘e who will tell you
that Britain is ready to seize the
ports and airfields in that country.
In which event, they say, Eire will
fight Britain—and then tackle the
Germans, if necessary, Frankly, I
am not impressed by the story or
by the bravado, I merely mention
it as e sidelight on a certain type
of mentality across the’Irish Sea.
If it be true, as I am told, that the
people of Eire want Britain —the
British Commonwealth — to win,
it is strange that they do ndt tell
their Government to lend a help-
ing hand. To desire a British vic-
tory, not for Britain's sake or for
the sake of civilization, but in the
hope of snatching a territorial ad-
vantage after the war, seems to
me ignoble, “un-Irish,” and un-
sportsmanlike, And let there be no
mistake; neutral Eire will gain no
territory es a result of her absten-
tion from this war. Ulster is an
integral part of the United King-
dom, and those Dominions by
whose side she is fighting will see
to it that there shall ke no change
in her status that is not decreed
by her own pecple. — Lieut.-Col,
E. ff. Lascelles in The New States-
man and Nation (Londenm).

On Monday, November 3, King
Leopold of Belgium observed his
fortieth birthday). For him it can
be & day of nothing but depression,
but it at least provides an occas-
ion for an ex] on of that
sympathy which every Englishman
feels prefoundly for a man whose
cup of suffering has alreacy been
filled to the brim. King Lecpold
grew up in the shadow of one war
—between his halves at Eton he
joined the Belgian army in the
trenches on the Yser — he was
made & King by one tragedy and
a widcwer by another, and as if
it were not enough to be compeiled

know now — of the world, Leo-
pold’s vindication has been achiev-
ed once for all in the pages of
Professor Cammaerts’ Pris.
oner of laeken,” not only by the

of tnat distinguished Belglan g

1f, but through the testimony
of an lishman at least equally
distinguished in another f.eld and
at least equally well informed.
Knowing all the facts — about the
surrender that was made inevitable
by a French collapse and the ex-
haustion of focd and munitions,
about the message which Leopold
duly despatched to his Allles but
which never reached them — Sir
Roger Keys (In a preface to the
same ) unhesitatingly pro-
nounces Lecpold a gallant soldier
and a loyal ally. One of the satis-
factions peace will bring will be
the cpportunity of making amends
for the injuflice so unwittingly,
but so undeservedly, done to the
captive . — “Janus” in The
Spectator (Tondon).

What we find iIncredible is that
any alert American with reasonable
elementary facts of
and strategy should
make a distinction between our
Atlantic problems and our Pacific
crisis. This is one war not two
. Japan is a member of the
and the Axis is one Axis.
L 0k e 00 et

‘weren. reads-

ing ? m of writ=

or t ! then, thmu&ro

e who keep insisting that

motive of American

to “save the British Em-
icago Daily -News.

access to the
world politjes

of is
tion in wi the country finds it-
self,” said Magistrate John Harris,
imposing fines amounting to $4,1%
on two men for illegal dealings in

Prowse Bros., Limited
For Better Men's Wear

-way railroad from north to
south, of approximately 1,000 miles
in length, is being improved greatly,
while at the same time motor truck
lines are being built to supplement
it as an avenue of supply for Sov-

In this great arena, Britain's
offensive is .?ecbed to be launch
next year, and Armaggedon may be
fought on the historic soil where !
western civilization first struck its
roots many aeons ago.

Netherlands India’

(Hamilton Spectator)

The assistance which Netherlands
India can give to the democratic
cause is of no small significance.
Study of the map will show the
strategic importance of this long
chain of islands, especially in the
defence of Australia, also a parti-
cipant in the war against Japan.
From the northern end of Sumatra
to New Guinea is some three thou-
sand miles, northern Sumatra lying
east of the Straits of Malacca, on
the opposite side of which is the
great British port of singa{)ore. Botn
the United States and Britain have
taken an active part in the fortific-
ation of the islands and improving
their defensive position generally.
Dutch Borneo adjoins British ter-
ritory and to the west are the Phiis
lippine islands.

During the past two years large
sums of money have been spent by
the local authorities in paration
for the emergency which has now
actually arisen with such startling
suddenness. The army is not large
numerically, but is said to be well
trained and equipped. Since Holland
was invaded, army service has beext
made compulsory for all male citiz-
ens between the ages of eighteen
and forty-six, and additional meas-
ures were recently passed enacting
conseription of the entire population
There is a large reserve of trained
men and a Home Guard for local
defence, The islands (of which there
are some two thousand) cover an
area of more than 735,000 square
miles. They are rich in natural re-
sources, including oil, rubber, tea,
quinine, copra and other commod-
ities. The population numbers about
seventy million ,of whom about forty
million live in the islands of Java

JUGGED THE BISHOP

NEWCASTLE, England —(CP)—
Youngest British brigadier-general
in the First Great War, Rt.-Rev,
Noel Hudson has heen enthroned
Bishop of Newcastle and while in-
specting a parade of his cld ctm-
rades one of them noted he dian’t
wear his snedals and sald “You
were_incorrectly dressed, sir.”
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THE TWO MAGCS

minesweepers, armed merchantmen
and other belligerent craft,

The archipelago has excellent air-
ports, the machines being chiefly of
can make. Pilots trained in
the Islands and flying Dutch planes
have been operating with Royal Air
Force squadrons in Europe. The
important oil fields in Sumatra and
rneo have been strongly fortified,
Although It meant serious loss of
trade, the Dutch colonies immed-
jately joined the United States and
Britain in freezing credits last July.
Much of the material which would
normally have gone to Japan has
since been sent fo Russia, Relations
with Australia have been very close,
in view of the common danger, an
it is certain that the islands will pay
a major part in the war, It is admit-
tedly difficult, however, to keep
adequate watch on the long coast-
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