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No Time For Complacency

Within the last few weeks some sobering
statements have come from men in high posi-
tion in the actual prosecution of the war, notably
General Dwight D. Eisenhower. First came his
rather startling report that shells had to be ra-
tioned at the front, due to a shortage that had
seriously slowed up the European advance. Then
he predicted that lack of tires would, within
the near future, reduce the number of usable

milita vehicles available for his forces.

These statements were made at the very

time plans were being announced on this con-
tinent, with official sanction, for cutting back
on shell manufacture. There had been broad
hints, too, scemingly authoritative, that it woull
rot be long before more tires would be made
available for civilian use.

These contradictions, says the IWindsor Star,
indicate just one thing. Someone has been far
off in his judgment of the situation. There. has
been over-optimism in high places. At the mo-
ment, the responsibility cannot be placed, but
the situation should serve as a salutary lesson.

It may be that officials in charge of produc-
tion at home under-estimated the needs on the
fighting front, or over-estimated the speed and
ease with which our advance toward victory
could be carried on. Or it is possible that our
military commanders were misled for a time
into believing the enemy was not capable of
such stiff resistance @ he has since shown.

Whichever. explanation applies, there has
certainly been faulty judgment. This does not
necessarily mean that anyone should be con-
demned, for it is always possible to make mis-
takes, and this is true of the ablest and the best
informed. It should be an indication to all of
us that extravagant optimism is to be avoided,
even when it seems to be supported by the most
reliable authority.

Tokyo Under Bombs

Wilfrid Fleisher, writing in the New York
Herald Tribune about Tokyo and from the spe-
cial knowledge attained in 16 years of resi-
dence there tells us the Japanese capital is “a
unique mixture of Eastern and Western archi-
tecture.” It is not the inflamumable city it was be-
fore the carthquake and fire which destroy-
ed seven-tenths of it 23 years ago nor the great
modern city which was planned after that
catastrophe.

Mr. Tleisher knew Tokyo four years ago,
and he points out that with labor and materials
short it cannot have changed greatly in that time.
It had then, he reports, a couple of hundred
modern concrete buildings in which were in-
corporated the lessons of the earthquake, and
a secondary list “of older brick buildings of
doubtful resistance”, but he adds that the vast
majority of the city’s structures are “wooden,
frame and paper shacks which extend over
about 30 square miles.” “Certainly the buik of
Tokyo's population is housed in the typical
Japanese frame bungalows or two-storey dwel-
lings. Some of these display misleading fronts,
for they give the appearance of being stone
buildings whereas they are frame houses with
a thin stucco exterior.”

The writer says Washington has reports
that about one-fifth of Tokyo’s people have
been evacuated, that the government has con-
structed fire lanes through the city by de-
molishing thousands of houses, that homes i}l the
vicinity of likely targets have been demolished.
But he is not impressed, and adds: “The Jap-
anese Government has undoubtedly done every-
thing it could to protect Tokyo, but it has h.ad
an impossible problem on its hands—to rebuild
a city of 7,000,000 in a hurry and in wartime.
1t is ridiculous to compare Tokyo with Cologne
or Berlin, with their massive German architec-
ture. Tokyo may fight back, but it is one of
the world’s most vulnerable cities. That is my
opinion as an oldtime resident.”

Tokyo now is the target of the American
Superfortresses, and the Japanese defences are
being put to the test. ” Such massive raids as
kave all but destroyed Cologne and Berlin are
not yet possible, but Tokyo is getting doses
of the same medicine—knows the doses will in-
crease in frequency and destructiveness.

The League And The Future

League of Nations fanatics (says the Lefter
Review) continue to shout that only a League
including all nations can prevent another war.
Well, all nations except the U. S. once belonged
to the League; that did not prevent this war.
Of them, France, Britain and the Dominions
were hopelessly unprepared to fight for peace
-—chiefly owing to an obsession with plans for
Utopia in domestic affairs, and, in the case of
Canada especially, because of domestic political
chicanery. The U. S., Norway, Denmark, Hol-
land and Belgium believed in “collective, secur-
ity”; made no effort to prepare to support it
on a proper scale. Poland and Czechoslovakia
hoped it would work, and tried to be ready for
its failure. Iungary, Bulgaria, Rumania, pre-
pared to assist its failure. Spain would have
done the same thing, but was a little too far away.
Russia prepared for war, and then made an
agreement with Germany — which Germany
broke, and one with Japan—which still holds.
Sweden and Turkey got ready to sit out the
irevitable war, and to stand by for possible
trouble with Russia later, The Argentine Re-

don't like the way Premier King has handled
the military manpower problem they would be
inclined to vote for the Socialists in the next
contest. But now that they have the spectacle
in their parliament of the Liberals and the Social-
ists accepting each other’s help they will find it
difficult to choose between these two parties and
will find a better reason for holding to their
first love, the Conservative persuasion. And all
this in spite of the fact that Mitchell Hepburn is
back in the Liberal fold as Ontario provincial

pl}blics covertly, encouraged German ambitions.
Eire planuned to remain neutral—to satisfy Mr.
de Valera’s whims. Germany, Italy and Japan
openly promised war. On this record, we remain
convinced that the way to prevent another war
is to have a strong, well-armed British Com-
monwealth, frankly  co-operating, frankly
agreeing with the U. S. for joint self-protection,
and frankly ready to meet Russia in a similar
plan (as now agreed upon at Bretton Woad).
We remain convinced that to re-assemble the
League is merely to invite another war. We
agree with Field Marshal Lord Birdwood’s re-
mark that the noisy pacifists are the most blood-
thirsty of individuals. Critics tell us that we are
on the wrong track, when we argue that the
Great. Power idea is the right way to maintain
peace; that we are merely advocating an in-
creasing struggle between Titans. What we are
advo.ating is common sense; that we face the
fact that the Great Powers will still be great,
whether we like it or not; that the League of
Nations on the old plan simply must become
cither an undercover struggle among Great
Powers for spheres of influence, or a debating
society; that the power to prevent War must
lie in the hands of the major nations (as now
being recognized).

EDITURIAL NUILES

Who would exchange the Island for Ontario
these days? s
. ok Kk
British railways now employ more than
135,000 women in 320 different capacities.
* T ok %

Remember when cliocolates were so plenti-
ful we looked upon home-made fudge as a
luxury?

x ok k&
The chairman of the City Council Finance
Committee, Mr. Earle Macdonald has done the
tight thing in disclosing to citizens the financial
situation and prospects. The Council works on
a budget system, and unless this is adhered to, a
chaotic result may ensue.

* * * -

Pity our poor hard-working bureaucrats!
A resolution urging the inauguration of a 6 1-2
hour day and a five-day week for civil servants
was adopted at the annual meeting of the Civil
Service Association of Ottawa. The civil serv-
ants now work a 7 1-2 hour day and a six-day
week. Payment for overtime was urged by dele-
gates.

* x % %
During a road-side halt in France an 11-
year-old boy climbed on the running board of
a Y.M.C.A. mobile canteen and said to the
woman driver, “Madam, may I embrace you?”"
Explaining that she was the first English wo-
man he had seen, the lad kissed her firmly on
both cheeks. He told her that his father had
been shot by the Germans, two brothers had
escaped to join the Fighting French, and he
had been living with his mother who had taught
him to admire everything British.

x %X = A

His Most Excellent Majesty George the
Sixth (Albert Frederick Arthur George of
Windsor), by the Grace of God of Great Brit-
ain, Ireland and of the Dominions beyond the
Seas, King, Defender of the Faith, Emperor of
India, Sovereign of the British Orders of
Knighthood, Admiral of the Fleet, Field Mar-
shal, Marshal of the Royal Air Force, etc., etc.,
second son of his late Majesty King George V
and of Her Majesty Queen Mary, born at
York Cottage, Sandringham, this date 1895,
married the Lady Elizabeth Angela Marguerite,
daughter of the 14th Earl of Strathmore and
Kindborne, succeeded to the throne Dec. 11,
1936, crowned at Westminster, May 12, 1936.
* ok ok ok

The Federal Agriculture Department an-
nounces that backlot gardeners now may buy
certified seed potatoes in packages containing
as little as 10 pounds. Last spring, certified
seed potatoes were sold only in containers pack-
ed by the shipper who usually filled nothing
smaller than a bag containing 75 pounds. But
now the plant protection division will permit
repacking of certified seed potatoes in 10, 13
and 25 pound containers, provided the repack-
ing is done by firms who sell no potatoes other
than those certified as seed, and provided each
package is tagged or labelled with the name of

Notes By The Way

Sometimes it seems
in this country ever
in public silence,—(

people born
ders. Sounds reas-
have. — (Chatham

hardware counters
invented all over

are battle sceues,
ord Beacon-Her-

me of Canadiasn
Canadians hope t)
days they will be
on}e) themselves,— (Edmo

On the tombstone

gie, who in her iifetim
sergeants, 545
bomb.” pri

pple crop this eal
ord for all time, ¥I‘I1;

ports, Of this, Brit-
produced 7,500,000
Scotia 5,406,000 by-

d New Brunswic

novel or volume of
the British public is
seven to ten non-
London . bookstores
y that not a single
d in some of their
eller lists. War books,
histories, art, cri-
TY are among the
tian Science Mon-

condemned to the gal-

of a defenceless wol
y life is sweet when
heir sentence s post=-
was aleo sweet for
she was an industri-
abiding person, the
iree  young sins, and
mber of society. The
n_vastly more ~considl-
slayers than they were
milton Spectator.)

gained in one im-

“Never-Never Londo be made available for®the small
sidered so forbidding

that it could never be

salt lakes have become
of important chemical
while valuable deposits
tin, copper, lead,
and zinc have been op-
has also been discovered

M| this section have always played
well should be stoned up and
for years were supplied with drink-

t agricultural possibil-
development must have
delayed but for the war,
Recorder and Timss.)

s odd about its use

who have been ab)
own_country the destruction done

should continue to concentra
producing blast eéffects with

They must know ‘hat
y value of V-2 is neg'ig-

a depth of cne hundred and fifty
feet. The first price offered was

was turned down by the Coun-
cil, their decision being the land
was not and would not be for
sale, I learn from The Guard=
ian's report of the Council's meet=
ing on the 11th inst, that this
Company has made a second of-
fer, the amount offered being three
thousand dollars, and they will
pay for five yearsagroundrent of
two hundred and forty dollars, A%
the end of five years the company
will negotiate with the City to
take into the City proper the area
on which their buildings ara
erected, and will pay the City
regular real estate assessment on
their property. If the negotiation
does not materialize the evident
result will be a loss, for the city
cannot tax real estaie outside the
City boundary. The City limit line
runs through the centre of this

considered possible
1 as a form of diver-
barticularly directed to lull
our preparatiox;g against the dan-

is not impossivle
,» if the Germans hzxvep some=
c they might con-

fancy weapon but a surpr
empt to fire once more
of London or some other
military base. As to the
merely underlines the

t strategic frontiers of
nd mountains are as use-
ess in the drawing up of the next
Deace as the promises of dictators

PUBLIC FORUM
D B
awestions of  interest. Wi
Oharististrun Guardias doen Bo.
] 'f"'j

i ...~_ : ~~QMM19“
oaooomoomm B
i ANNUAL MEETING

LATIN AND ENGLISH
GRAMMAR

Sir,— The disentangling of the
intricacies of English and Latin
grammar afford me about as much
amusement as the solving of a
cross-word pugzle.

Accordingly, 'in our house, we do
it nearly every night before the
children and I indulge in an hour’s
reading together,

Recently I asked an education-
ist just why parsing and analysis
are stressed to such a degree in
our school course. He replied that
they are most helpful when one
comes to study Latin,
A few days later I chanced to
meet another educationist and I
enquired of him the reason for so
much Latin on our curriculum. His
answer was, “It helps us with our
English.”
Oh! Now I understand — our
children study English grammar
to help with Latin and’ they study
Latin grammar to hslp with Eng-
lish. It is all clear at last.
As T write, I can see our clever
old cat through thie window. He
has caught the idea too, for there
he is chasing his tail around a
tree.
I am, Sir, etc.,

MUDDLED MOTHER.

NAVAL BARRACKS AND
SPRING PARK

Sir,—A letter in The Guardian
issue of the 4th inst. is well to
the point in’ question, and signed
“Landlubber.” As far as the City
Council is concerned the petition
presented to the Council, and sign-
ed by a very considerable number.
of property owners, residing in
Brighton, has evidently been side-
tracked. I have been informed the
petition would be dealt with at a
special meeting of the Council;
the least our City Fathers could de
is to approve or reject the prayer
of those signing the petition.
am afraid the Council is too busy
to attend to this very important
matter, and will evidently let the
point in question pass by
Victoria Park was handed over
to the City by the local Govern-
ment in June 1873, therefore f{t
would appear that the, City has
the right to refuse the erection of
any building in this area, On sev-
eral occasions during the past few
years, the Council was requested
by the tennis clubs to allow the
building of club rooms, etc., in that
area. The Council has always re-
fused those requests.
“Landlubber” in his letter men-
tions eleven sites where the Naval
Barracks could be built. Cwe site
I take exception to is the City
property at Spring Park. This area
is the only vacant space in that
locality where a playground could

children. The youths living in

baseball on this field.
Then again, the Spring Park

maintained In a proper condition.
The fathers, mothers and children

ing water from this well, paying
two cents a bucket, but this old
land mark, the well, and the play
ground for- the children, will be
only a memory of the past, ‘if the
City Council sells this parcel of
land to the Island Motor Trans-
port Company, who wish to buy a
frontage of one hundred feet with

one thousand five hundred. This

intent on war.—(London Observer.) field commencing at Elm Ave.

and extending westward to the
pond. The Company's buildings
will be erected on the outward
side of the old DesBrisay property,
and the Company therefore will
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the seed firm and the name of the variety,
grade and certificate number of the potatoes.
* ok o x X

“The one thing the army do not feel they
are getting in full measure, (writes Walter
Lippmann in New York Herald-Tribune), is a
thing which cannot be produced in factories,
but is imponderable and of the spirit. I know
of no better short name for it than understand-
ing. They do not feel that we do not think
enough about the pain of battle. If anything,
the soldiers shrink from too much enervating
civilian sentiment about their perils and their
wounds. They know too from their letters how
intense is the anguish of separation, and the
anxiety of the long vigil of their families,. What
they miss is the feeling that in our public life
we act and talk with a sufficient understanding
of the magnitude, and not merely of the dang-
ers of their task.”

* * *
The practical coalition of the C. C, F.’s with
the Liberals in the recent political crises, says
Montreal Gazette, is bound to be of importance
to the political situation in Ontario, the pivotal
province when it comes to a Federal election.
People in the rural parts of that province have
been heard to say that while they have had a
traditional leaning toward conservatism they
are impatient with things at Ottawa and as they

nublic openly, and some South American re-

leader of that party
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Whitehall Notebook

(By John Dauphinee, Canadian
Press Staff Writer)

The fate of the National Labor

Party headed by Rt. Hon. Malcolm

MacDonald, United Kingdom high
commissioner to Canada, has been
getting attention in the newspap-
ers and most political writers say
that its future isn't bright.

The Party was created in 1931
by the late Ramsay MacDonald,
the present leader’s father, to ac-
commodate those Labor Members
of Parliament who supported the
Natiohal Government of the day.
It is a_separate Party from the
Labor “Party now in annual con-
ference.

In the 1931 election National
Labor contested 21 seats agaiast
Labor candidates and won 13; in
1835 it contested 20 seats and won
eight, But since then two membuurs
have become Independents — Ken-

Cmadr. Stephen King-Hall of Orm-
skirk, and Lichfleld was lost to
Labor in a by-election.

Of the five seats National Labor
now holds, Mr. MacDonald holds
one and he has been, absent in
Canada several years. While it
seems definite he will return to
the United Kingdom political scene
before long, the move is not ex-

pected for several months,

One writer has predicted that
unless M.. MacDonald gets back

on the political job promptly, Na-

tional Labor “will disband and will

not again appear before the elect-
ors as an organized force.”

Talks between Sir Archibald Sin-

clair, leader of the Liberal Party,
and Ernest Brown, leadeh of the
Liberal National Party, have brok=-
en down and there seems no pro-
spect of an early reunion of the
two Liberal factions,

Accordingly, the Liberals will

contest the coming election as an
Independent Party while the Lib-

eral Nationals will support Mr.

Churchill's Conservatives, as an-
nounced some time ago.

final exchange of correspon-

dence between Sir Archibald and
Mr. Brown was friendly but final.

“I do not see how the Liberal

Party, if it were to adopt that pol-
icy (of not opposing Conservative
candidates), could give the elect=
ors an opportunity of voting for
Liberal measures or obtain its pro-
per representation in parliament ”
salAdn Sir Archibald

d Mr. Bmwn.replled in part:

“I must not overlook the fact that
the tendency to seek association
exclusively with Socialists which
has shown itself in your Party
would be inconsistent with the
fortiright presentation of the case
for liberty, in accordance with Lib-
eral bellefs, upon which all Lib-
eral Nationals are resolved.”

Members of Parliament com-

plained today of such Lopdon
monuments as Nelson's column
carrying  “vulgar” posters urging
such things as “eat more potatoes”
and “eat less bread” but a Gov-
ernment spokesman insisted the
posters were necessary. Finally
one member pleaded with the Gov-
ernment to cover Albert Hall, crit-
icized as an architectural mons-
trosity, with posters so it could not
be seen.

LONDON, Dec. 12—(CP-Reuter)

. X—Queauons of who foots the bills

or tours by Noel Coward, British

.| Playwright and actor, to entertain
troops were asked in the House of
Commons today and War Secre- |-
tary Grigg said that if arrange-
ments were made by th troop-
entertaining organization ?t
pay . transportation costs. There
ply when Cmdr. Olivers
Locker- Pson asked: “Ise it too

cause. It says the scarcity is a
golden opportunity” for millions
of men and women to quit the
nasty habit. The alllance not only

ints to the opportunity, but ofe
Ts means by which cigaret slaves
can free themselves of thelr ade
involve a change
of diet, the use of Rochelle al
and cream of tartar, Turkish baths

urge to smoke becomes overpowe
ering. Somehow, most people wiil
view the anti-cigaret organization’s
“golden opportunity”
hope. An experiment noble in

Recent statistics show that billions
more cigarets are being smoked ‘o-
day than a few years ago. This s
true of the United States, Britain
and Canada. 3 g
was quoted as saying lately that
One sure way
morale of fighting men was to
arets. And during

smoke than during the last war,
The habit-forming weed has sim-

deny them cf
this

Protect Your Home

ply cast a spell ov

“COMPLETE

ﬂ

INSURANCE
SERVICE”

W. l( ROGERS
Agencies Ltd.
Phone 540541

. (Ottawa Oitizen.)

from Tuberculosis

L

neth Lindsay of Kilmarnock and

late for this gallant but undecor-

ated ?representatlve to go into uni- Mmm-.w“
m?”

for "

Charlottetown

POET'S _CORNER
YOUNG WISDOM
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I had been given strength to bear Richard B. Johnston
nor bre;

Kissing a schoolboy in a battle-

dress;
So young you seemed, so confident
b;

and

vulnerable,

) guns— Late
I toldtmy heart, “There is & world | Office Suite 420,
0 save,
And countless mothers
for their sons!”
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and sea
Your hard-won wisdom comes to
calm my fears
You, whom I taug
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trave!
A safer way than we have ever
gone.
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