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Defeat In The Desert

tHistory more ironical instances
than the advance of the British gn!un.m: from
Lgypt to Libya along the "\'ia Vittoria —Vic-
torv Way—a highway laboriously built by the
Italians (rom the Libyan frontier to Sidi Qar-
rani during their three months of occupation.
Along this route the British found monuments
erected to Mussolini and to the expected Fascist
triumph.  “Despite sand and winds,” reads one
inscription, “and the insidiousness of the enemy,
this road linking the sands of Egypt with those
of Libva has been constructed”. The road serv-
ed only to make possible the rapid British ad-
vance and the disorderly retreat of its builders.

One is reminded of Shelly’s magnificent son-
pet on the vain ambition of another dictator:—

affords few

T met a traveller from an antique land

Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone

Stand in the desert. Near them on the sand

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown

And wrinkled lip and sneer of cold command

Tell that the sculptor well those passions read

Which vet survive, (stamped on these lifeless
things),

The hand that mocked them and the heart that
fed:

And on the pedestal these words appear:
*My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:
ook on my works, ve Mighty, and despair!”
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
Df that colossal wreck, boundless and ban
«he lone and level sands stretch far away

Overlapping Taxation

rmphasizing that the Dominion Government
depends solely for its financing on taxes and
public loans, the Montreal Herald says:

In view of the heavy federal taxation, and
perhaps still heavier taxation to come, it is neces-
sary to hold provincial and municipal taxation
not intended for war effort to a minimum or
the total load will be unbearable and the “goose
that lays the golden eggs” will not longer be
able to function normally.

3y the law of diminishing returns the fin-
ancial pressure on t and industry might seri-
ously react on and local taxation purposes
through the reduced revenves of trade and in-
dustry.,

This situation is already developing. Pro-
vincial and municipal income taxes, which are
levied on the basis of from 20% to 50% of the
aniounts collected by the Dominion Government
from income, are a serious form of interfer-

‘ence with war purposes.

If still higher income taxes are to be imposed
by the Dominion Government, and provinces
and municipalities continue to super-impose on
these local income taxes for non-war purposes,
the time is approaching when retail and other
business and the individual citizen will be too
badly crippled to provide in the measure of
which they are potentially capable for the defeat
of the Axis powers,

Apart from this, provincial and municipal
sales taxes, supernumerary water taxes, radio
taxes, telephone taxes, tobacco taxes, are other
forms of diverting taxation from the purpose
of winning the war to local purposes which have
no relation to the pressing objective.

This unending duplication of taxation on busi-
ness inevitably means less business. There is a
definite limit to taxation heyvond which the law
of diminishing returns inevitably begins to op-
erate.

That limit, it is contended, has been reached
in many quarters, not because of our war ef-
fort, but hecause of destructive competitive
‘axation resulting from the unsound system, or
fack of system, of overlapping taxation, :

Evacuee Children

Nore thain 2,500,000 applications have peen
received by the British Government for evacua-
tion_of.children-to-Canada, according to Mr. R.
Keith Jopson of London, representative in Can-
ada for the Children’s Overseas Reception
Board., The people of this Dominion, mindful
of the toll of indiscriminate bombing raids over
the British Islands, will welcome the assurance
that the British Government has every intention
of continuing the movement in the spring. Apart
from the humanitarian aspects, it is difficult to
overestimate the beneficial effect which a so-
journ of large numbers of British children in
Canada will have upon Empire relations and
development,

The of Canada is strongly in
favor of providing safe refuge for as many Bri-
tish children as can he transported.  The De-
partment of  Immigration set out to provide
placement for 30,000, which is nearly ten times
the number that have already moved to this coun-
tryo— Thus far, only 1,532 have come on as-
sisted passages and approximately 4,500 who
provided their own transportation, So far as
children who pav their own way are concerned
there 18 no hindrance, \

Government

Canada is prepared to
accept all who can obtain steamship passage.
The movement of this class is dependent on the
s of parents to take the risk which at-
travel throueh submarine-infested waters.
With respect to those coming on assisted pass-
ares, the movement will depend upon whether
the Briti-h Government can provide ships to
carrv and war vessels to convoy them,
About fifty thotisand homes are available for
the 24.000 children who have passed their final
tests to he evacuated under the overseas scheme,

British industries will be established in Can-
ada and opportunities for the investment of Bri-
| tish capital and the settlement of British families
| may be possible on a scale we have not witnessed
| since before the Great \War, Canada will march
| with the world’s great nations and maintain her
proud place as the senior Dominion, In anti-

who can come,

— EDITORIAL NOTES -

Now it shant be long!
* * *

That last little purchase must be made today
in time for Christmas Eve.
* »*
Christmas at the Post Office, Express office
and Railway is somewhat of an ordeal.

* X x ¥

Did you ever see so many fine young fellows
in uniform as are about town this season?

By the way, did you send that cheap rate
cable to your boy overseas? He'll be mighty
glad to get it.
* L * =

A good lady, who has always the welfare of
others at heart, pleads for the observance of
Boxing Day as a holiday, if for no other reason
than to give the store clerks a well-earned rest.
It is up to the stores to set the pace.

* K

Sir Hugh Percy Allen, musical conductor and
composer, born this date, 1869. Director of the
Royal College of Music; Professor of Music
Oxford University; conductor of London Bach
Choir and Oxford Bach Choir, created Kt. in
1920, C.V.O. in 1026, K.C.V.O. in 1028 Has
many honorary degrees from various univer-
sities,

* ok

* %

U.S.A. is at last beginning to exclude doubt-
ful aliens. The Tustice Department denied the
annlication of Maria Waldenburg, the Princess
Hohenlohe of Fungary, for extension of a visi-
tor’s permit, and ordered her to leave the coun-
try by December 21, At the same time, Attorney-
General Robert H. Tackson announced his ap-
nroval of a recent Tmmigration Service order re-
fusine ta extend the temnorary visitor’s permit
fa Karl Schenring, 18, described as “a citizen of
Germanv and avowed Nazi,” who is a student
at the University of Denver,

ok kX
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The first estimate of Canada’s 1940 honey crop |
shows a total production of 22,633,400 pounds. |
This is 21.6 per cent smaller than the 1939 crop
of 28,873,100 pounds and 23 per cent smaller
than the average production of the previous five
years. Although production was curtailed by
unfavourable weather conditions, the crop on the
whole is of fair quality. A large proportion has
already been marketed at prices averaging 2 to
3 cents higher than in 1939 and prospects are
that the entire supply will be disposed of before
the 1941 crop comes on the market, Production
follows by provinces in order of magnitude, with
the revised estimates for 1939 in brackets: On-
tario - 9,500,000 (11,500,000) pounds; Manitoba-
3,767.500 (5,400,000) ; Saskatchewan 3,682,000
(4.262,600) ;  Quebec 2,200,000 (4,355,000) ;
Alberta 2,002,000 (2,178.000) ; British Columbia
1,264,000 (1,004,000); New Brunswick 124,000
(82,800) ; Nova Scotia 75,000 (77,000) ; Prince
Edward Island 18,000 (12,400).
KT R

No more classes of gentlemen cadets will hcl
entered into Royal Military College at Kingston,
Ont., until after the war, National Defence
Headquarters announces. Accommodation and
training facilities made available by the decision
will be used to accommodate courses for about
150 officers, the announcement said. Such
courses will include a senior officers’ course, a
company commanders’ course and probably a
junior staff course. The two former courses
vill last about two months each, and the latter
for about three months. Courses for company
commanders have been conducted at the Royal
Military College since last July. Beginning in
July, 1941, the company commanders’ course
will be extended and the two other types of
course will be started. Two classes of gentle-
men cadets now are at the college. One class
of about 50 cadets graduates in June next year,
and the other class of about 100 cadets in June,
1942. Both these classes will remain at the col-
lege and complete their two years' course on the
dates scheduled “unless war conditions should
require an earlier graduation.”

* ook kK

Moving to strengthen restrictions on mon-
essential use of foreign exchange for travel
abroad, the Dominion government announces
that effective Jan, 1, 1941, all resident Can-
adians travelling to a non-sterling area must have
a permit from the Foreign Ixchange Control
Board whether or not they are taking money
with them. These travel permits will be issued
for legitimate purposes but the board's order is
prompted by evidence that a number of residents
were taking advantage of previous regulations
by crossing the border with no money in their
pockets but arranging by illegal means to have
money placed at their disposal in the United
States. It was also the belief of the board that
residents who obtained a permit for proper use
were taking other residents with them and spend-
ing more money than necessary for the real pur-
pose of their travel. The new order requiring
travel permits for people leaving Canadg will
not apnly to those going by direct stcamship to
a sterling area or Newfoundland, nor will it
apply to any members of the Armed Forces de-
narting for duty abroad. Travel permits will
be granted those travelling for pleasure when
their expenses, including transpertation, are paid
by friends in the United States, providing the
money has heen sent to the resident while he
or she is still in Canada Tt is not permissible,
however, for Canadians to horrow money in the

United States to cover a iourney for which they
would not be able to obtain exchange from a
Canadian bank

| ular..

Cunningham’s name is becoming
known. to the general public
through his frequent offcnsive
moves with the Mediterranean
Fleet and the fighting spirit he
as shown, The Navy knew all
about *“A. B.s"” pugnacity long
ago. He wen the D.S.O and two
bars for destroyer work at the
Dardanelles. and in the Dover
he was a lieutenant
commander.. It is an interesting
coincidence that our two chief
commands afloat should be held by
destroyer men. Admiral Cunning-
ham is essentially a salt-water man.
Office work is not his strong point,
and almo:t alone among the senior
naval officers of today he has had
only one brief spell of office at
the Admiralty. His career and that
of Admira] Tovey, the new Cpm-
mander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, have
been curiously parallel, Both have
been captains in command of flo-
tillas, both have been captains of
the battleship Rodney, both have
been Rear Admiral commanding
destroyers in the Mediterranean,
Barracks,

the Royal Naval

ashore. — Manchester Guardian.

A desire that Commonwealth lnd!
Dominion should be organized as al
single defence unit to pretect their
own and British interests in the
South Pacific was expressed to the
‘Minister of Supply by all classes of
the community in Australia. The
desire is probably just as universal
in this country. It is recognized
that neither country could remain
secure and independent if the
others were subjugated. A com-
mon defence . policy is therefore
founded on mutual and vital inter-
est, the firmest foundation upon
wiich any system of security can
be built. In recent yecars too many
small nations have been swallowed
piece-meal, easy prey for lack of a
firm, common front. .Of the fight-
ing quality of the personne] the two
countries could train for mutual
security there is no question, nor
of the wide range of natural re-
sources they can command. The
business now is to train the men
and exploit the resources so as to
produce the maximum defensive
power in the service of ourselves
and the Empire, In young’ countries
such as ours the chief limit is set
by industrial capacity. Fortunately
Australia’s secoendary development
since the last was has been pheno-
mental and she i now in a posi- |
tion to supply a surprisingly wide
range of arms and munitions, even
to the lighter classes of warships.
And in the produetion of military

aireraft, she is rapidly meving to-

ward sclf-sufficicney except in the
matter of engines. — Auckland

Wekely News (New Zealand).

It is interesting to mnote, by
the way, that altb wigh the war
has k.led almost all of what are
known as traditionally English
sperts, there is one intercsting ex-
cepticn, All through the Summer
angling has been immme:nsely pop-
In industrial areas, where
longer hours of work have made
scme sort of fresh a.r relaxation
and c(scape imperative, the mem-
bership of angling clubs has
greatly increasea. In remote dis-
tricts, where {ransport serv.ces
are poor and entertainments few,
many soldiers have spent tle leng
Summer cveniags ‘by r.vers and
ponds and the lakes of local parks.
On the mill pond of a famocus
Kentish factory enthu:iasmr——was-
most beautifully manifest in the
private who arrived w.th what|
appeared to be a brcomstick, a !
length of packing str.ng, a cork
and a safety pin, — London Sbyec-
tator.

“You ought’, stmeone whose ad-
vice is woerth following said to me |
the other day, “to find out who was |
respens.ble for deciding to adept |
the Spitfire as the approved lype!
of fighter, because the man who
did that — chese that machine |
rather than any other — has scme

his country.,” I don't koow that
that language is much too strong, |
provided the Hurricane 's bracke.ed (
with the Spitfire, and there is no
doubt, I think, .that the man to/
whem credit must be given is Lord |
Swinton, for he was Minister for
Air when the Spitfire was adoptcd
in 1936. (Mr. R. J. Mitchell, the
designer of the machine, which is
a lineal descendant of the seaplane
which won the Schneider Trophy in
1927, 1929 and 1931, died in the fol-
lowing ycar) No doubt all kinds
of officials made their contribu-
tion to the discussions that result-
ed in the Spitfires and Hurricanes
being adopted, but the Minister has
the last word, and when it is the
right word he ought to be given
credit for it. But one comparativcly
junior official, Group Captain R. S.
Sorley, did a great deal, by his
persisten t advocacy, to get the
right decision taken, — London

Spectator., |

New  York. — Archduke Otto
of Austria said in.an address here

gium ordered the Belgian arm®
to swrrender last May he believer
his allies knew of his intent ar-
were prepared. Otto, now staying i
the United States with other mem-
bers of his family, said Gencre
Billotte of the French high com-
mand visited Leopold in Flande:s
at the King's request. Billotte was
entrusted with a message which ex-
plained the Blegian situation, and
informed the Allies of the King's
intention. On his way back to
Paris Billotte was Kkilled, and the
message never was delivered, Otto
said, The Archduke said London
did not learn of Billotte's death,
nor did he realize that his Allies
were unprepared for the surrender
of his army, which cut off the
British Expeditionary Force and
France's finest military divisions,
Otto predicted France would re-

Britain, — The Canadian Press.

People today watch the Church as
they certainly did not watch it in
1914, and the events of the last few
months do not Jessen the need for
earnest examination of the issues
raised. Then everyone knew that
it would do—today they are not

ments of the long controversy in
which churchmen have criticised
the world’s sorry activities on
Europe’s bloody chessboard, and on
which  Christianity has  been
challenged for its failure to ac-
cept wholeheartedly its mission to
teach as Christ taught, It is true
that for the Church every hour is
the eleventh and every crisis the
last; but to the Church in our
generation there Is beyond ques-
tion being pregented an opportunity
of a kind that has rarely been pre-
sented before, for it comes at a
time when the tragic mistakes of
the r cent past are very frech in

the memory; the Church is beinc g

asked again about its attitudg se
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A CALL FOR STEWARTS

Sir,—I have an 18-year-old boy
(my only one) in training at De-
bert, N. 8., who writes me he has
a chance to go to your city at
Xmas, that your good citizens are
entertaining 200 of the boys. This
is very splendid of you and is
particularly interesting to me as
my boy’s grandfather came
P.EI I don't know much about
the family but thought if I gave
jyou what I do know, you might
‘Kelp to locate some relatives wh
| might like to meet my boy. His
grandfather was Daniel Stewart,
a ship’s carpenter, who married
;Isabel McKye or McKay (pro-
jnounced McKi, I am not sure of the
spelling). They moved to Richi-

i

N. B, where the hoy's '“"W‘rance, credited in

cto,
ther, ’Hugh Stewart was born and
later to Dallas, Maine, Oakland,
then . here. The boy’s
Hale K. Stewart, D.
Div. 1st. Battery, 16th Company,
%coghh, C.AS.F, Deber PO,

I am, Sir, etc.
(MRS.) HUGH STEWART.

P. 8. The family must have left
the East about 70 years ago.
Courtenay, B.C., Box 331.

Thermopylae

The Greek-Italian conflict has re«
sulted In repeated reference to the
Batt.e of Thermopylae, because of
the sturdy Greek resistance against
the invaders, and because Ther-

mopylae has remained through the ing

centuries a symbol of Greek valor
and patriotic seif-sacrifice,

*The historic struggle at the Pass
of Thermopylae took place in 480
B. C., between an invading army of
Meaes and Persians under Zerxes,
and the defending Greek army
under idas, king of the Spar-
tans,” says a bulletin from the Na-
tional Geographic Society.

“The invading hordes of perhaps
180,000, far outnumbered the
Greeks. In addition to his personal
folowing of 300 chosen Spartans, all
lathers of sons, Leonidas was at the
head of an allied Greek army made
up of contingents totalling 5,000 to
10,000 from a dozen other city-states.
These troops varied in number and
in loyalty during the three days of

t.e. .

“Despite the disparity in numbers,
the Greeks stoutly resisted the bar-
barian invaders who were unable to
bring their full force to bear upon
the defenders because of the nar-
rowness of the pass between the
mountains and the swampy seacost.

“When the Medes failed Xerxes
sent against the Greeks his crack
soldiers whom he called the ‘im=
mortals.” They made no more im-
pression against the Greek wall
than did the Medes, and successive
efforts failed, with great losses.

“After two days of unsuccessful
fighting, Xerxes was visited by
scme Greeks, particularly one nam-
ed Ephialtes, who revealed to him
the existence of a way over the
mountains to the other end of the
pass. That night Ephialtes led the
%0.(}(130 ‘immortals’ up the mountain

rail.

“At dawn a small Greek force of
1,000 unexpectedly confronted the
Persians at the top of the trail, but
the Greeks were driven up the
mountain side and the invaders des-
cended the trail to the south end of
-the_Pass of Thermopylae. The
Greeks remaining loyal to Leonidas
advanced to a wider part of the pass
and came into conflict with the
Persians, driven by the whips of
their officers.

“Leonidas fell early in the en-
gagement, and four times his fol-
lowers repelled the Persians to re-
cover the body. Bottled up between
the two parts of the Persian forces,
the Greeks retired to the narrowest
part of the pass, fighting with their
swords after their spears were
broken, The diminishing Greck
force later formed a compact body
on the hi lsidc.] biut'were finally sur-
ain” 3

war, and its leaders are men who
have watched the mistakes being
made or who have even themselves
contributed to them. What then Is
the true answer to the Church’s
perplexity? It seems clear that tie
authoriative Church will for some
time to come stil] agree that the
State may Eroperly call upon its
citizens for its defence. — The Rev,
R. A, Edwards in The Hibbert
Journal (Loxdon).

that when King Leopold of Bel- ;

enter the war on the side of Great '

*BLUE GRASS FLOWER RIST
“Mop) 5 s & $1.35 gift boxed, $1.60, with
atomizer, $2.00; gift boxed, $2.25. Larger
sizes, $2.50, $4.00 and $8.75

‘ K BLUE GRASS GIFT BOX . ;,
containing Flower Mist, Dusting Powder and
Hand Soap : i ; allIn Elizabeth Arden's famed
Blue Grass fragrance, $4.25

Johnson & Johnson

“The Quality Dl‘lf Store”
Cor. qunt and Prince Sts.

half her territory in Africa. Should
the loss of Ethiopia follow, not
more than one-tenth of Mussolini's
| “Roman Empire” in Africa would
\remain fér British mopping-up ac-
tivities,

| The Continent of Africa con-
sists of about eleven and a half
million square miles, divided among
the nations as shown below, the
territories under mandate being
included in each case.

from France

n
Great Britain,
Belgium,
< Portugal,
v
{ pt,
ain,
\ Liberia,

Germany of course has no ter-
rtory in Africa, all her holdings
having been forfeited and created
!into mandates under other powcrs.
this division
{with the largest area of all, really
stands second Great Britain,
whose sphere of influence includes
| Bgypt's 350,000 square miles. Before
. Mussolini _attacked and annexed
| Ethiopia, Italy’s holdings and man-
dates in Africa were less than those
of Belgium or Portugal. When Eth-
{opia passed under the Italian yoke
in 1936, more than 350,000 square
miles of territory were added to
that nation’s area in Africa.

One thing that may be taken
for granted is that there will be a
new deal in Africa when this war
ends and the treaty of peace is
drawn up. The outstanding feature
jof post-war readjustment will
almost certainly be a general de-
voluton of autonomy, in vary-
form and degrees, to African
races now held under rigid subjec-
tion by European powers, Ethiopia’s
independence is f guaranteed
by Great Britain. Self-government
!may also be forecast for Libya and
Morocco, in all cases, of course, un-
der some kind of international sup-
ervision, The map of Africa, it is
safe to say, will undergo more rad-
ical changes at the peace table than
the map of Europe.

Butter

(Bastern Chronicle)

Is there a racket in the butter
business? If not what keeps the
price so jittery?
| One reading of the market and
butter is a drug on the market.
There are heavy stocks and the Up~
per Provinces' warehouses are bulg-
ing with the quantity. The %rice
slumps with the slump reaching
right into the farmer’s milk pail.
He finds himself in a hopeless jam
between the butter market and the
price of mill feed, over which he
has no more control than the
town clock has on the weather.

Then out of a clear sky the price
rockets up. Butter advances and
the farmer smiles a bit. Perhaps
: there is something coming his way.

\}
WHITENESS
, The little betrothed has washed her

inen—
And hung it out to dry.
It puffs and blows into mists and
| cloudle!
: Under the April sky.

Her arms are white as the white
pear-blossom—

Her throat is as white as may:

And her heart, like a song on a
sunny morning,

New-born and sweet as they.

She wgl wa'k in white to church on
| unda)
| Through oichards where birds sing:
| And the bridegrcom. taking her
home at evening,
Will think he weds the Spring.
—Isobel Hume.

Here’s Some Suggestions Of—

PRACTICAL

FOR HER

Keystone Toilet Sets
Yardley’s Gift Sets
Max Fastor Gite

'ac 5
Toilet Wlt:r b
Compacts
Ashes of Roses Gift Sets

Solve Your Gift Problem [n
Easy Way ! !

FOR HIM

Men'’s Military Sets
Yardley's Gift Sets
Rolls Razors
Colgates Gift Sets

ALSO.

Xmas Wra Cigarett
I Tobaccos ndm('}fgan.‘ e

Pick your Chocolates from
-y our large display of Moirs
Packages and Chests Xmas
wrapped,
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DRUGSTORE
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A gift fit for any king
—Or any man on your
gift list—one fine qual-
ity shirt from S.A.'s!
We have a complete
choice of colors and
patterns,
newest collar styles are
included,
shirt wrapped in a hand-
some gift Nex.

THE MEN'S STORE:
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He has visions of something to com-
pensate him for his labours and to
give him  encouragement to in-
crease the produce of his farm. But
generally he hopes in vain.

We asked a man about this busi-
ness the other day. “Oh, butter is
a gamble, just like any stock on the
market. You can buy butter on
margin just as you can buy C. P.
R. or any industrial stock, or
wheat.”

That did not help very much a
dullard in such matters to satisfy
his curiosity. Butter is one of the
things the people in Great Britain
are in need of. It is a mecessary
commodity with every Canadian, It
is the product of the farms of the
¢ untry where live the tillers of
the soil, the back bone of any
country.

Why should the fruits of their
labours be something that gamblers
who have no idea where it comes
from or how it is made, speculate
with.

Under the urgency of the present
crisis it might be suspected that a
food board of some sort would de-
finitely fix the price of this com-
modity, invite the farmers to pro-
duce all thev possibly could and
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Lentheric

Here you will find a

lovely display of Len-

theric Gay French

Toiletries, singles or in
sets,

The Perfume Sets !

range in price from j

$1 50 to $1 0.50 2

according to number of
items in each.

The Toilet Waters.
Come in
TWEED
A'BIENTOT
MIRACLE,
SHANGHAI,
CARNATION,
LOTUS D'OR

We have them with
Atomizer tops and
. without
Toilet Soap in
odors, 3 in 81 50
box at — — — —
Full line of sets and
singles for men

JAMIESON’S

Drug Store
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furnish the needs of the nation at
a falr price and a steady one not
subject to the fluctuations that
speculation occasions.

FOX MEAT

Horse Meat 50's — — — 5c¢ Ib.
Ground Meat 50's — — 5c (b
Beef Tripe 50's — — 4 1-2¢ Ib.
Calf Tripe 50's — — 3 1-2¢ Ib.

ABOVE MEATS ALL NEW PACK.

Island Cold Storage
Company

by

The moment you open the
welcoming door of your room
at the Mount Royal 'Hotel
you are greeted by all the
luxury and creature comforts

which only the greatest
metropolitan hotels can pro-
vide. Room rates are very
reasonable: from $3.50 single;
from $6.00 double.

Come to the

MONTREAL

DIRECTION VERNON G. CARDY
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Say to Your Grocer F
I Want

BRAHMIN ORANGE PEKOE TEA

You will enjoy its superior
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