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found a golden key. With it he
unlocks the door of his imagina-
tion, looks within and finds the
remedy. It also is in the form of
a bottle, many bottles. Some are
labelled ‘Beer’, others are labe
«Wine’. To both he would
the label ‘Drink Me’.

purchased? 2
10. Is it true that some of this
umber was sold to the Provincial
Government for use on the ap-
proach work to Souris West Bridge
and afterwards removed by the
seller, sawed and sold ,“l{n to
11, Did any member of the Fish- | farmer's
%%ou'd supply Jumber for these

12. How much and at what
price?

—
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Back Doors

(By E. 0. LAIRD)

From my chair on the balcony of
the private Convalescent’s home
where 1 was slowly regaining what
health an old bachelor like me could
expect, I could see plainly the back
doors of three nearoy houses. On
my right was back door which op-
ened on to a partially screened ver-
andah; on my left and at right an~
gles, there were two more which
opened directly into their respective
door-yards, I did not mean to be
inquisitive, but, when one is wheeled
out to a sun porch at ten o'clock
every morning for a two-hour ex-
posure to the rays of o.d Sol, not-
withstanding the perusal of a daily
newspaper, one is prone to take an
interest in anything that is within

ive. S0, 1 bccame interested

the personalities of these three

doors. Yet, I never, in all the

time I watched, saw so much as a

foot or a hand of anyone who lived
behind them.

The back door which opened on
to the partially screened verandah
was a clean back door. The pant
on it was so shiny yellow and ncw
that sometimes I could almost smell
it. At other times it made me think
of the yellow daffodils in my Grand-
mother’s garden. Just cutside the
door there was a covered box from
which a milkman carefully lfted
empty bottles and rep'ace them
with full ones. A few paces to one
side a tightly closed gar-
bage can; I knew it was tightly
ploséd because no fly ever paused
there in search of food. Everything
was spotlessly clean, and, although
{ could not see him, T knew that
the baby having h's nap in the
wicker carrage on the verandah

clean too. I liked to ymagine the
Wtle housewife behind that

y door, in her gay morning dress,
nming with formulas for the bahy
and desserts for a husband, I never
knew, however, whe‘hter. she ?;
some snowy-capped efficlent mal

trolled the domain behind my
fodil door,

« The first ?ack goox{ gn my dlg‘fjt
Wag a very large da TOWN r
with a crack splintering the wood

top to bottom of one of the
., “Behind that door,” I
mused, “There is a fat hot-tempered
ook who likes to throw things—

fally after cats and dogs,” 1
% hen, one day I saw a pail

Joe E. Brown
At The Capitol

He was the world’s worst airplane
pilot, and as a newspaper COITes-
pondent he spent most of his time
fne.ping his rivals to mooge{.x: —
but as a hero he was a cat!
This is the uproarious role of
Elmer which Joe E Brown plays in
his latest starring vehicle, “Riding
on Air’ which opens today for a
two day run at the Capitol Theatre.
As a small-town = news rman
who becomes involved with a fake
financier in promoting an airplane
adio beam from
the ground,
mirth-maker has one of the fun-
niest roles of his career. His various
difficulties are solved, however,
when he manages to trap a gang of
aerial smugglers {or whom all the
police on the border are searching,
and he returns home to find him-
se'd the man of the hour!

Guy Kibbee adds to the fast
comedy of the film as the only pro-
moter, and Florence Rice, Vinton
Haworth and other favorites are in
the caste.

tawny tom cat that had ventured
into forbidden territory. Twice a
week that door was opened inward,
and the big brass door was scoured
and polished to a dazzling glitter.
“No dcubt,” thought I, that knob
competes w:th the brass buttons of
a policeman.”

But the most interesting door of
all was the fine old oak door which
graced the back of the third house.
Its satiny cheen gave me a luxurious
feeling every time I looked at it,
and I wished that I might stroke
the lovely surface, It seemed to
whisper of old memories, old tapes-
tries, old brocades, and sating and
laces; and I liked to think that per-
haps some fine-haired. maiden lady
with sad eyes and wistful lips was
mistress of the stately rocms within.

tender-
hearted I knew, S
beautiful cats that came to the oak
door every dav just as I was wheeled
away to my dinner. And, as I went,
with backward looks, another door
opened (that I thought long shut)
and I wondered with an ache in my
old heart if I, too, might not have
supped with a gracious lady behind
an_o2ken door,

The days slipped by. one by oné,
btut 1 made no inquiries about jmy
make believe people, They had be-
come too preclous to me (o risk
losing them. I preferred tq watch
my back doors and dream dreams
of those who lived b-hind ' them,
rather than shatter a fretted fabric

, Wi
of water flung violéntly out at a

hv_asking curious questions.
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and latter-day saint.

Mr. Trainor would “fight the M-

quor traffic” with its own wea-
ns. In fact, he would make the
uor traffic fight itself. “The
only way to fight it,” he declares,
“is to give the people a chance on
beer and wine and try to educate
them into that.”
Thus this totalitarian teetotaller,
this teetotal totattler, as it were,
would dissolve and wipe out the
debt by the simple process of
flooding, of liquidation, under the
vigorous stimulus of the Depart-
ment of Education and Health.

in such a good cause, or perhaps
the floating of more debentures.
The larger the investment, doubt-
less the quicker the debt will be
liauidated.

The teaparty attended by Alice
in Wonderland will have no com-
parison with the Mad tter-
March Hare celebrations in vogue
when Mr. Tranior applies his sol-

vent and makes others liquidate
the debt.
I am, Sir, etc.
JABBERWOCK

ADMINISTRATIVE “MACHINERY’

Sir,—We read Mm history of the
Rump” Governmeat, the *“Who?
Who?” Government; the “Know
othing” - government; and little
Prince Edward Island adds an-
other unique one to the list the
‘“‘Machinery” Government.  Now,
I may be mistaken bet I do not
believe “machinery” is the proper
term to designate the lawful pro-
cess of law administration. It seems
too closely related to that curse of
politics—the political machine.
The Campbell Government has
set a machine going and no matter
what damage it is doing it cannot
be stopped till. it “breaks down?”
The inventors of the machine
seeing its dangerous and devastat-
ng work are blaming one another
or the invention.

I am reminded of a talk with a
erson who was at the time under
treatment for a mental disorder.
One of his delusions was that he
was a great genius in a mechanical
line. He believed he was a leading
inventor of machines. He told me
he had invented, even a perpetual
motion machine. His ideas of per-
petual motion were altogether new
He laughed at all hitherto attempts
to solve the problem. After listen-
ing to him for a while explaining
the pecularittes of his plan, I ‘ask-
ed with seeming wonder,

go? “Go?” sa e. “Go?"”
“It went too well! Why, it couldn’t
be stopped.” “I can’t stop it my-
self, so I have to g0 to work and
invent a machine to stop it.”
The Campbell Government seem
be in a similar plight. Their
machine i3 running them and they

can't stop it! o -
am, Sir, etg.
VOTE%.

S.P.C.A. DENIAL

8ir,—1 notice in The Guardian
of the 14th inst. a denial of the
accusations made by Mr. McPhee,
ML.A, to Mr. Henry McLean, In-
spector of S.P.C. A,

Mr. McLean’s denial of the state-
ments made by the hon. member
is true. The writer happened to
accompany Inspector MacLean to
the country on business at that
time, and on returning to Char-
‘lottetown in the Inspector’s car we
came across the farmer in question
having difficulty with a team of
horses in hauling a hay press
principally due to the condition of
the roads. We both observed the
predicament the farmer was in,
and drove our car into a field to
lend the farmer some aid and ad-
vice, of which the farmer showed
his appreciation.

In my opinion the farmer at no
time maltreated these animals, but
on the suggestion of Mr. McLean
he unhitched and led the horses
home. Mr. McLean secured some
ropes which were attached to the
hay press and with which the hay
press was towed to firmer ground.
In my opinion the hon. member
was short of words to make a
speech on the Budget, so he no
doubt has to say something.

In concluding I may state that
at no time in the presence of the
Inspector or farmer did I see the
animals ill-treated, and Mr, Mec-
Lean gave good sound advice. The
8.P.C.A. and citizens in general
should be proud to have such an
efficient and intelligent 8.P.C. A.
official.

I am, Sir, etc,,

STANLEY STEELE.
175 8Sydney 8t.,
Charlottetown.

2

ey e

g

cee oo

PAGING MR. LEPAGE

8ir—As a fisherman I was great-
ly interested in reading the news-
paper report of Hon. B. W. Le-
Page’s statement in the House giv-
ing the outlines of the past year's
a?:%lvmes of the Fishery Loan
Board. There are, however, a great
many details which I, along with
the public in general, would like
to have cleared up and I am tak-
ing the liberty of asking Mr. Le-
Page to kindly answer- the follow-
ing questions either in the House
or though the press, a method so
often and ably used by his colleague
the Minister. of Agriculture, Of
rticular interest to all practical
ishermen are the questions xe-

buyers?
17. What system was followed by
the Board in advancing money for
relief to fishermen d the past
winter?

18. How many non-fishermen re-
cellved this relief?

9. Why were notes pa: e on
July 1st., 1938 taken for these
amounts at the same time that

the recipients were assured by a

member of the Board that they

glould’ never be asked to pay
em

20. Why were the orders for this
loan (or relief) marked for “fish-
ing gear only”, or “fishing gear
and ur only” and the recipients
assured that they would be hon-
ored for any class of

21. Was it expected that the
merchants who honored the orders
should submit crooked accounts to
the Board to cover up this appar-
ent crookedness?

22. it true that in one local-
ity these orders were confined to
a business in which one of the
Board members Is interested and
that the prices charged by this
store were more than usual market
prices?

23. Who certified the expense
account of the Board Members?

24. Did one member of the
Board travel 13,200 miles? At your
ficures of 8 cents per mile that is
what his expense account figures
o

t.

25. Did he investigate the Paci-
fic Coast fisheries?

In view of the fact that there
is no official o ition in the
House I do not think I am un-
reasonable in asking Mr, LePage
for an answer to these questions.

FISHERMAN.
PUBLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION

8ir,—My previous letter on ed-
ucation has evoked severe criticism
from “Observer”. I shall analyze
his letter, paragraph after para-
graph, showing his inconsistencies
and ocorrecting his false interpre-
tations of my letter.
In paragraph one, “Observer”
itively asserts that most of our
s and girls leaving school at
the end of Grade X do not acquire
benefits fram French and Latin
roportionate to the time and effort
expended. How does he know this
be true? Surely the benefits of
such knowledge do not always
manifest themselves in a visible
form. He admits, however, that
these subjects are of some benefit.
‘Why then does he wish to discard
even a little benefit for, hone at
all? Or if he wants to replace these
subjects with ones whose benefits
are, at best, merely speculative—in
other words, to renounce a cer-
taintly for an unzertainty—then he
shows lack of business acumen, The
illustration he uses for this argu-
ment i3 inapplicable.

“Observer” states in paragra)
two of his letter that I am think-
ing only of the pupil who goes on
to college. My words on this par-
ticular point are clear, and need
no further explanation. I consider
a year, at least, at college not only
helpful but essential to the success
of any occupation, however, simple
it may seem. JObserver” makes &
distinction between mun% pupils
for college and fitting them for
1ife. I contend that there is no real
distinction—these two activities are
but different steps in the same
great process.

“Ob:zerver”, in paragraph three,
take the liberty to misquote. My
words with reference to the stress
laid on languages at Prince of
Wales College are as follows: “I
am not attempting here a com-
i)let,e justification of this attitude”.
say that not even the loosest in-
terpretation of those word; could
be made to give the idea that I am
unable to justify the stress laid on
languages at Prince of Wales Col-
lege. Compare my exact words with
the construction placed upon them
bY “Observer” and note the vast
difference. In the same paragraph
he says that, at least four-fifths of
elementary school nus)l]s will not
see the inside of a college. I would
that such a gift of Erophecy were
mine! Assuming that his predic-
tion is true, I cannot see how that
casts any reflection, whatsoever
upon our schoo! system. If ‘Ob-
server” is any kind of an econ-
omist, he should realize the four-
fifths who will, as he says, never
see the inside of a col'ege, need
the one-fifth who do, and vice
versa. P. E, Island is not going to
make farmers of all-her sturdy
sons. Those who do resort to good
mother earth for a livellhood will
s?uo;\ leaix"n thn{,l pﬁogre&; lré agri-
culture greatly dependent upon
sclentific research and experimen-
tation—that the shovel, the hoe,
the other implements, combined
with muscuiar energy are not near-
ly enough even for the farmer. To
whom {3 the farmer indebted for
the very implements and machin-
ery he uses in the cultivation of
the soll? To whom is he indebted
for the means of communication,
facilities, and transportation, so
essential for marketing his pro-
ducts? These questions afe
simple to uire answers here, I
can assure “ er” that a con-
siderable. number of our

See
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I am, Sir, ete.
J. HAROLD - GOODWIN.
Kensington, P. E. L

P. 8. EDUCATION

8ir—I have read with interest
the letter of Mr. Pendergast on
the school-curriculum question, and
would like to say before going fur-
ther that if envy was a part. of
my make-up I should have every
reason for belnf envious of Mr.
Pendergast’s ability to express him-
self in clear, scholarly language.
He does take a sly dig or two at
Dr. Nicholson but the gentlemanly
qualities which are characteristic
of Mr. Pendergast are always in
evidence in his writing and am
sure that no one will read his let-
ter with more pleasure and en-
oyment than the reverend nt-
eman against whom his -na-
tured fes are directed.

courteous remarks on Mrs. Frank.
While I have not the honor of any
acquaintance with this cultured
woman, I have often read her in-
structive letters with pleasure and
rofit, and since it appears that
e lady is not a native of the
Province, I consider Mr. Pender-
gast’s statements most apt as well
a3 a reflection on the generoslty
and the nobility of mind of such
roducts of our schools as Mr.
ndergast. I use the word
flection” in its ‘exact sense of
meaning and not as an act im-
plying censure.

At the same time, my common

olson and Mrs. Frank were not
entirely wrong in many of their
assertions, and I have a notion
that a lot of this controversy has

I am. Sir, etc. | been going on at cross purposes.
because. |

Both sides have ecrred
wishing to gain their points, they
have unduly emphas their own
positior at the expense of reascn-
ableness.
For instance, I do not bellevc
Dr. Nicholson is so much oppose:
to the teaching of mathematics a
he is to the teaching of this sub
ect in such a way as makes thc
owledge gained of no practica
use. The fact that not one college
graduate out of-a thousand can
i)rove Euclid’s fifth proposition
wenty years after he has left
college shows there is something
wrong. In order to tell what is
wrong, so that I should fear no
contradiction, I should be obliged
to devote five or six columns
e of mathematics as we
trace it from the Egugmlans down
to the Greeks. Obvio , 1 cannot
very well do that ynless the Guar-
dian sees fit to {my me so much
a column, for writing under a_phy-
sical handicap is not an 'unalloyed
pleasure. But to make the state-
ment short let me say that neilher
the knowledge of Plato nor of
EBuclid was by any means complete
or practical so far as mathematics
is concerned. How many school
students realize or know that we
owe our decimals to the French
Revolution? How many of them
know that the abacus or countin
frame was the only means O
mathematical reckoning of the
Romans as it was; of many races
before them? How many of them
are taught that mathematical
knowledge took a tremendous jump
with the “discovery” of the ‘zero”
or “nothing”—0? And that we owe
it to the Hindus?
su;mose I were to drive a t
into the ground jn a ten acre field
and ask our mathematical students
to tell me (on a sunny day) what
an angle of 15 degrees is? Suppose
I were to ask them (on a sunny
day) to measure the height of a
telephone pole by its shadow? Sup-
pose I were to give them a piece
of rope, a couple of pegs, and six
sticks of ual leng and ask
them to make me six angles of 60
degrees each? Could they do it? I
don’t know. Buli I do know that
1 could not do it when I went to
school or to college either for that
matter.
Now, I feel quite certain that
mathematics can be made the most
interesting subject on the curri-
culum, but not by Euclid alone, Its
history, from the discovery of the
fact that there are 360 degrees in
a circle, is the history of the pro-
gress of civilization. And just as
there have been hundreds of years
between one mathematical discov-
ery and another, so there have
been hundreds of years in which
civilization has_marked time or
has retrograded. Some day some-
one will deduce a mathematical
law which wi'l show that the pro-
gression or retrogression of civili-
zation is in exact ratio to the pro-
ession of t?elY xil;nthemn ical
owledge. I believe my eyes
would hold out and I had gen
years of uninterrupted lelsure, I
could do it myself,
Mathematics today is about in
the same condition in our ordin-
ary schools as it was in the time
of Plato—a mental exercise similar
to the working of & Cross-w
uzzle without so much benefit as
derived from the puzzle, All that
the average Grade 10 pupil knows
of practical mathematics can be
in an hour’s lecture.
et this is not the fault of the
subject but of the text-books out
of which he is taught. A few even-
ago my wife called my atten-
to the “busyness” of mg.uc-
boy who, never having
d geometry or algebra in
school was nevertheless making an
apparatus '.bl{ which he intended to
the latitude and longtitude of
town as m\asllmu the ‘u.dm
of the sun other plane
no> a tribute to his intelligence
lor he is just an ordina;
it 1s a testimonial as to
ness his teach
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EASTER HABERDASHERY

Qsl 4‘95 o $390"

Choicest Woolens and patterns fabrics, colors
and styles to please every taste and every pre-
ference! And at prices to please every purse,

And You Can Use Our

'BUDGET PLAN]| -

the easy way to buy!

s5.00 DOWN

The Balance in Small Weekly or
Monthly Payments

‘All we ask is that you have steady employment
as assurance that your payments will be made

{

Our Haberdashery department is just teeming with all that is new

for spring in the line of

BATS ... CAPS ... SHIRTS ... TIES

UNDERWEAR ,, ., SWEATERS ... SOX ETC.

' PROWSE BROS. LTD.

no man living today will ever be
able to understand Latin as Cicero
understcod it for we live in a dif-
ferent culture and several of the
ints of view of the Romans
g:ve been lost to us forever which
makes it im ible to translate
some of their idiomatic expressions
without losing some of the mean-
ing of those expressions. It was
Martin Luther who said that mno
man who was not connected in a
big way with state affairs for at
least five years, could ever expect
to read Cicero's letters with full
understanding. There is a lot hid-
den from us ordinary mortals.
Yet a Grade 10 pupil should be
able to get a foundation in Latin
and Mathematics. After that he
should be under no obligation to
any college or university if he wish-
es to pursuegthe subjects further.
If he does not, he at least has not
suffered any loss and has received
a considerable benefit especially in
mathematics,
I_am, 8ir, etc.

J. C. LEWIS.

MR. DENNIS AND THE
STRAWBERRY SHIPMENT

8ir,—Of the several - addresses
upon the Provincial budget that
have been reported in your columns
duri the past week, I think
that it will be generally admitted
that that of the Minister of Agri-
culture offers the most encourage-
ment, particularly because of the
fact of his report upon the many
ways in which he has assisted the
farmers of the Island, and more

icularly the young men and
'ox ranchers, in matters of educa-
tion. There was one subject, how-
ever, in Mr. Dennis’ address that
offered the reverse of encourage-
ment, viz., that in which he told
of the trial shipment of straw-
berries to Great Britain last sum-

mer.

As the preliminary meeting of
growers was held in my office, I
am naturally interested in the
matter. I called the meeting be-
cause I had learned that from
Vancouver Island some hundreds
of tons of strawberries were being
shipped each tvleu' with re-
sults financially and otherwise,
also that a trial shipment had

approval by the jam manufactur-
ers in and and Scotland, The
object of the meeting was to ask
the growers to supply a ton or
more x:{z;tt"b:bem 1::1 ouxgsr t.legt
process er the

802 method and shipped to the
Old Country in order that it
might be discovered whether or
not our lar berries would be
e to the British manu-

wWas y ex-

=
=

cessing; and, although the methods
were necessarily primitive, the
work was well done, Here let me
quote from Mr. Dennis’ address:

“The berries arrived in the Old
Country in perfect condition but
the price was disappointing. That
experiment has 'shown us that we
need not hope for profitable re-
muneration by shipping berries by
this method to the Old Country,
although Holland ships annually by
the same method about ten thous-
and tons.”

1 disagree entirely with Mr.
Dennis’ conclusion. As alre: ex-
plained, the one purpose the
experiment was to test the quality
of the Island berries, and Mr,
Gornall, the Canadian Fruit Com-
missioner in London, when in
Charlottetown last Autumn, told
me that the Island berries were
the best received in England and
would always ﬂven efer-
ence over the olland Ties,
Now, in the matter of cost, last
year's ent is not, in any
gense, a test of what can be done
in a large and up to date manner,
The processing was by hand
work instead of by automatic ma-

D
the case with the packers in Van-
couver Island, the difference beﬁg
that, in Charlottetown, the hulling
was done before instead of after
the washing. ermore, the
washing under the latest method is
worked with an automatic moving
orated metal belt. The cost of

reight, however, was the chief
cause of trouble, have before
me the figures of the Island

both 8
shipment and of the 1937 shipment
made from Kentville, which was
their second trial; and, without
however," supply If necessary)
find that in Charlottetown we
sent 1902 boxes at a total cost, in-
cluding freight, of $156.01, making
the cost per box 8.16c. In Kent-
ville, on the other hand, they sent
2360 box 69,

es for .69, sh 8
cost of 3.32c. Kentville sent their
inal point of

to, Liverpool from that point
to Glasgow. Charlottetown sold its
g‘efrlea at £36 per ton: Kentville at

Now, I have nb desire to criticize
what our Government did in the

matter., The whole attempt
ly riment and it was
only natural that the results would
d in detail

ting,
and as a whole. I do, however,
contend that, if in
tions are made, iE will be found
that an enceedixxly profitable in-

dustry can be ina ted on this
Island. Various es! placed
the acreage of on the
Island at from fifty to one hun-

dred; whereas m%" no doubt at
all but that a can be found
for at least two thousand acres;
and Mr, Dennis’ estimate .is

going into details (which I can, |

of opinion regarding strawberry
growing methods. In other, words,
our farmers still have ng
to learn; but, just as they ihave

of to rrwlnam.

am to

fon, it would be that a
'armers from Holland be
to come to the Island and be sup-
plied, free of charge, with small
farms suitable for fruit growing
with a

facilities for processing, costing but
ollars, would be

the product would be given at
least a fair start. )

Before closing, I should like to
emphasize the fact that has in
pmctlca.ll; all other matters effect-
ed our farm

to the farmers of Qu 5
tario. Needless to say, we are all
waiting breathlessly to discover

e
pler sultxable ngi ocg.n vessels.
am, 8ir, étc,
§. HEMMING
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