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“Yes, sir; but I confess I did not
quite follow you."

“It suggested that at the time of the
firlng the window as well as the door
of the room had been open, Otherwise
the fumes of powder could not have
been blown so rapidly through the
house, A draft’{n the room was nec-
essary for that.’; Both door and win-
dow were only,open for a very short
time, however,”’

“How do you prove that?”

“Because the candle was not gut-
tered.”

“Capltal!” crled the inspector.
ftal!”

“IFeeling sure that the window had
been open at the time of the 1y
1 conceived that there might have been
a third person in the affair, who stood
outside this open and fired through
it. Any shot directed at this person
might hit the sash. I looked, and there,
sure enough, was the bullet mark!”
“But bow came the window to be
shut und fastened ?”
‘“The woman’s first instinet would be
to shut and f 'n the window. But,
hello! What is this?”

It was a lady’s hand bag which stood
upon the study table-—a trim littie hand
bag of crocodile silver.
Holmes opened it and turned the con-
tents out, There were twe fifty
. pound notes of the of and,
held together by an india rubber band—

“Cap-

skin and

“This must be preserved, for it will
figure in the id 1ol as he
handed the bag with its contents to the
inspector, “It is-now necessary that
we should try to throw sowme light upon
this third b which 1 clea
from the splinter of the wood,

fired from inside > .room. I sh
like to sece the cook,

You said, M 1

) thut
scemed to you to he londer than the
second one?”
“Well, sir,
sleep, and so it is hard to judge.
it did seem very loud.”

“You don't think that it might have
been two shots fired almost at the sathe
Instant?

“I am sure I couldn't say,
“I believe that it was undoubtedly
go. 1 rather-think,Inspe r—Martin,
that we have 1sted all that
this room can tenpch us, If you will
kindly step round with me, we shall
sce what fresh evidence the garden has
to offer.”

A flower Ued
study window,
an exclamation as

s were trample

It wakened me from .my
But

sir.”

NOW: €3

extended wp to the
and-we all broke into
we appro: ed it.
1 down, and
d all over
Large, masc
they were, with peculiarly

th a cry .>r
action, It bent run\..u:i and pick
ed up a little 1 ylinder.

“I thought ml he. “The re-
volver had an e¢jecto nd here is the
third cartridge. 1 really think, In-
spector Martin, that our case is almost
complete.”

The counfry Inspector's face
shown his Intense amazement at the
rapld and terful progress of Holmes'
investigati At first he had shown
some disposition to assert his own posi-
tion, but now he was overcome with
admiration and ready to follosy with-
out question wherever Holmes led,

“Whom do you st " he asked.

“I'll go into that later, There are
geveral po in this problem which I
have not been able to explain to you
yet. Now that I have got so far 1
had best proceed on my own lines and

then clejr the whole matter up once
n

yect?

and for al
yon wich,

we get our m

“I havo no desire to make mysteries,
but it is fmposgible at the moment of
actlon to enter into long and complex
I have the threads of
Even if

Mr. Holmes, so

explanations.
this affair all in my hand.
this lady should never ver con

gciou 58 we can still r struct the
events of last it and insure that
Justice be done., First of all, T wish to
I-nu.v whether there i any inn i‘[ this

eighborhood Known as Elrige's 7"’

'J he servants were cross questioned,
but nono of them bhad heard of such a
place, The stable threw a light up-
on the matter by remembering that a
farmer of that rame lived some iiles
off in the direction of Kast Ruston,

“Is It a lonely farm?"

“Very lonely, sir.”

“Perhaps they have not heard yet of
all that humfv'uml bere during the
night?’

“Mayhe not, nh-"

Holmes thought for a little, and then
& curious smile played over his face,

“Baddle a e, my lad,” sald he. “I
shall wish yoifito take a mote to KI-
rige's farm,”

He took fro
slips of the 4
front of him

his pocket the varlous
ng men, With these in
worked for some time
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at the study tab]e Tinally he bnnded
® note to the boy, with directions to
put it into the hands of the person to
whom it was addressed, and especially
to answer no questions of any sort
i which might be put to him. I saw the

|
1
|
|

outside of the note, addressed in strag-
gling, irregular characters, very unlike
Holmes' usual precise hand. It was
consigned to Mr. Abe Slaney, Elrige's
farm, East Ruston, Norfolk,

“I think, inspector,” Holmes remark-
ed, “that you would do well to tele-
graph for an escort, as, if my calcula-
‘tions prove to be correct, you may have
4 particularly dangerous prisoner to

convey to the county Jafl. The boy
who takes this note could no doubt for-
ward your telegram, If there is an aft-
ernoon traln to town, Watson, I think
we should do well to take it, as I have
a chemical analysis of some interest to
finish, and this investigation draws rap-
ly to a close.”

When the youth had been dispatched
with the note, Sherlock Holmes gave

| his instructions to the servants, If any

visitor were to call, asking for Mrs,
Iilton Cubitt, no information should
be given as to her conditién, but he was
to be shown at once into the drawing
room. Ile impressed these polnts upon
them  with the utmost earnestness,
‘inally he led the way Into the draw-

room, with the remark that the
business was now out of our hands and
that we must while away the time as
best we might until we could see what
was in store for us. The doctor had de-
parted to his patients, and only the In-
spector and myself remained,

“I think that I can help you to pass
an hour in an finteresting and profit-
able manner,” gaid Holmes, drawing
his chair up to the table and spreading
out in front of him the various papers
upon which were recorded the antics
of the duncing men. ‘“As to you, friend

\,,-—>
(‘opvright by (o“ux s Weekly.
He sank with a deep groan on te the
sctiee.

Watson, T owe you every atonement
for having allowed your natural curi-
osity to remain so long unsatisfied.
To yon, inspector, the whole incident

y. anu.\l 45 a remarkable profes-
i I must teil you, first of
all, the interesting circumstances con-
nected with the previous consultations
which My, Iilton Cubitt has had with
me in Baker street.”” e then shortly
recapitulated the facts which have al:
ready been recorded.  “I have here in
front of me these singular productions,
at which one might smile bad they not
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proved themselves to bBe the forerun-
ners of so terrible a tragedy. I am
fairly familiar with all forms of secret
writings and am myself the author of a
trifling monograph upon the subject, in
which I analyze 160 separate ciphers,
but I confess that this is entirely new
to me. The object of those who in-
vented the system has apparently been
to conceal that these characters con-
vey a message and to give the idea that
they are the mere random sketches of
children.

‘“Having once recognized, however,
that the,symbols stood for letters, and
having applied the rules which guide
us in all forms of secret writings, the
solution was easy enough., The first
message submitted to me was so short
that it was impossible for me to do
more than to say with some confidence
that the symbol X stood for E. As you
are aware, H is the most common let-
ter in the English alphabet, and it pre-
dominates to so marked an extent that
even in a short séntence one would ex-
pect to find it most often. Out of fif-
teen symbols in the first message four
were the same, so it was reasonable to
set this down as H. It is true that in
some cases the figure was bearing a

probable, from the way i which the
flags were distributed, that they were
used to break the sentence up finto
words. I accepted this as a hypothesis
and noted thdt K was represented by X

“But now came the real difficulty of
the inquiry. The order of the English
letters after H {8 by no means well
marked, and any preponderance which
may be shown in an average of a
printed aheet may. be reversed in a sin-
gle short sentence. Speaking roughly,
T,A, 0, I N, 8 H, R, D and L are the
numerical order in which these letters
occur, but T, A, O and I are very near-
1y abreast of each other, and it would
be an endless task to try each combi-
nation until a meaning was arrived at.
I therefore waited for fresh material.
In my second interview with Mr. Hil-
ton Cubitt he was able to give me two
other short sentences and one message,
which appeared, since there was no
flag, to be a single word. Here are the
symbols. Now, in the single word I
have already got the two E's coming
second and fourth in a word of five let-
ters. It might be ‘sever’ or ‘lever’ or
‘never. There can be no question
that the latter as a reply to an appeal
is far the most probable, and the cir-

written by the lady. ‘Accepting it as
correct, we are now able to say that
the symbols

: g4F

stand respectively for N, ¥ and.R.
“Even now I was in considerable
difficulty, but a happy thought put me
in possession of several other letters.
It occurred to me that it these appeals
came, as I expected, from some one
who had been intimate with the lady
in her early life a combination which
contained two E's with three letters
between might very well stand for the
name ‘ELSIE! On examination I
found that such a combination formed
the termination of the message, which
was three times repeated. It was cer-
tainly some appeal to ‘Elsfe.’ In this
way I had got my L, 8 and I. But
what appeal could it be? There were
only four letters in the word which
preceded ‘Hlsfe, and it ended in E.
Surely the word must be ‘COME. 1
tried all other four letters ending in_
B, but could find none to fit the case:
80 now I was in possession of O, O
and M, and I was in a position to at-

™

ﬁur uch mnbol whlch wu ,t!ll un-
up\vn. so tunul wor od m in

“Now, the first lgtter can only
which is 8 most useful ﬂmmm.
it occurs no fewer than three times
this short sentence, and the H is also !
apparent in the second ‘word. ‘Now it
becomes:

AM HERE A.E SLANN,

Or, filling in the obvious ueuctu in

| the name: .

- AM HERE ABR SLA&*

ting T

'and suf pmnx that the name was’

of wn?i ‘house or inn-at’ whlch the
writer was staying.”

Inspector Martin and I hld Iistened
with the utmost interest to the full
and clear account of how my f£riend
had produced results which had led
to so complete & command over our
difficulties.

“What did you do thn. air?” asked
the inspector.

“I had every reason to suppose that
this Abe BSlaney was an American,
since Abe is an American contraction
and since a letter from America had
been the starting point of all the trou-
ble. I had also every cause to think
that there was some criminal secret
in the matter. The lady’s allusions to
her past and her refusal to take her

d into her fid Doth point-
ed in that direction. I therefore cabled,
to my friend, Wilson Hargreave of the
New York police bureau, who has
more than once magle use of my knowl-
edge of London crime. I asked him
whether the name of Abe Slaney was
known to him, Here is the reply: ‘The
most dangerous crook in Chicago.’ On
the very evening upon which I had his
answer- Hilton Cubitt sent me the last
message from Slaney. Working with
known letters, it took this form
ELSIE.RE.ARE TO MEET THY GO,
The addition of a P and a D completed
a message which showed me that the
rascal was p ding from p

 to threats, lnd my knowledge of the

crooks of Chicago prepared me to find

that he might very rapidly put his

words into actlon. I at once came to
Norfolk with my friend and colleague,
Dr. Watson, but, unbappily, only In
time to find that the worst had already
occurred.”

“It is a privilege to be associated
with you In the handling of a case,”

'gald the Inspector warmly. “You will

excuse me, however, if I speak frankly
to you. You are only answerable tv
yourself, but I have to answer to my
superiors. If this Abe Slaney, living
at Elrige’s, 1s Indeed the murderer, and
if he has made his escape while'I am

seated ‘here I should certainly get into
serious’ trouble.”

“You need not be uneasy, He will
not try to escape.”

“How do you know?”

“To' fly would be a confession of
guilt.”

“Then let us go to arrest him.,” b

“I expect him here every instant.”

“But why should he come?’

“Because I have wrltten and asked
him.”

“But:this 1s Incredlb]e, Mr, Holmes!
Why should he come because you have
asked him? Would not such a request
rather rouse his suspicions and cause
him to fly?”

“I think I have known how to frame
the letter,” said Sherlock Holmes, “In
fact, If. 1 am not very much mistaken,
here is ‘the gentleman himself coming
up the drive.”

A man was strlding up the path
which'led to the door. He was a tall,
bandsome. swarthy fellow. clad in a
sult of gray flannel, with a panamna
hat, a bristling black beard and a
great, aggressive hooked nose, and
8 a cane as he walked. He

¥

tack the first message once more, dis

flag and in some cases mot, but it was ; | cumstances pointed to its belng a reply |vld1nx it into wor,d_g nnd _Putting dou’

swaggered up the path as if the place

belonged to him, and we heard his loud,
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‘ oFFICB—HOLMAN B

amumerllde. ’

e
. § confident pea) ad the bel
“I think, gonflone,, ell,
‘quietly, ¢that we biad peg
p:.lt'llon behind 1y, duor,
caution I8 nacegs; . By
such a follow, a;!’o: hve,,“ Ao
handeufrs, inspectoy. You 1 neeq
”';hlz to me,” €0 leayg
€ waited In gj)

one of those mj .ﬁ.‘\?;;'[ 4 iy
never forget. ugy g dd‘
and the man ﬂ!t‘mmd in, 1 oor g
Holmes clapped 4 pig :)
and Martin skippeg the g,
bis wrists. 1t was g) gor. ‘“h
and deftly that 1, mlowe
less before he kuew that h
tacked. ' He glareq ok oe Wiy
*other of us with A pair of blnn1
“eyes. Tlhen he burst jpgy a bl: b
| “Well, gentlemun, yoy . M
“on me this time. I seen) gy h:Ve

'

| ed up against Something harg,

came here In angwer ¢
Mrs, Hilton Cubitt, p,
shie 18 in this! Dot
helpead to sct a tr ap for mep
“Mrs. Hilton Cubitt wgg serl
Jured and Is at deatl'y door, -
The man gave a hogrse ory of
which rang through the louge,
“You're critey!” heo Cried ne'r;el
was he that was hurt, not she, /!
would have burt lit{]e Elsie? |
have threatened hev—God Torgly
—but I would not haye toucheg N
of her pretty head, Take it mq‘
Say that she is not hut)”
“She was f badly
the side of her dead Iy 'm‘,vaaﬁn
He sank with a dee) a0 on g
settee and buvied hi in iy
acled hands, Mor tive Tninutes by
silent.,  Then he ruised hiig fagy
more and spoke with {he cold
posure of despair,

0 4 letter o
on't te)) g
tell mg g
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