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{ODAKS for Christmas at Tay-
—[‘)‘rg? Co., Kensington,

ANLEY
x‘s. planes,
it at Brace's.

NGS are now ready with
T::en?!ock of Christmas gifts,
us help you make pleasing gift
pections. 7

adjustable squares,
rules, etc., scld
L-424-12-16-2i.

-437,
_MATCHED skating outfits lad-
‘i\‘:}mr fur-topped set $4.50.
bns 8350 up. Boys $3.25. For
bt values go to Strongs.  L-437.

_pARKA HOODS, wool and
—H!{"A active and comfortable,
79 cents and §$1.00 at
L-437.

bring your pelts
Mr. O'Bryan of Holt, Renfrew
bi co., Montreal at C. R. Rogers
ffice, Canadian Bank of Com-
ae Byilding, Summerside. You
il not be disappointed with the
he is offering.

L-436-12-16-61.

JRNED TO HOMES—
—Mlzx’s:}m Arsenault who arrived
summerside to attend the fun-

of her mother, Mrs, J. F.
nault, Central St., left for
mireal Saturday morning to re-
m her duties with the Works
¢ Buildings Branch, R.C.AF. No,
mining Command, Her sisters,
5 Lou%sc Arsenault, R.N., of
ey City, New Jersey, and Mrs
an connolly, wife of Lieut-Com-«
nder John Connolly of Saint
, N.B, who also arrived for
eir mother’s funeral left for their |
Lpective homes  earlier in  the |
ek—S,

_DEATH OF MR. HARVEY
ARGE —In the death of Mr. Har-
y Large Central Lot 16 has lost
he of its oldest and best known
bidents Mr. Large passed away
Wednesday night after a long
fness. He was eighty two years
age and had 7resided m Lot
for many years. He was a
pocessful farmer and was  most
fighly respected in the community.
e leaves to mourn his wife and
he son Roy and one daughter,
iss Gerirude  both  residing at
pme, also a sister Mrs. Alexan-
r Large of Tryon and two broths
s Arthur in Boston and Charles
Winzipeg to all of whom much
mpathy is extended. The funeral
ok place on Fridav afternoon from
pe residence to the old Methodist
emet R Mr. Christie con-
ted the services assisted by Rev.
. Cook of Summerside, The pall-
ers were Messrs, Percy Miller,
iward Miller, Wilfred Gamble,
my Yeo, Willlam Miller, Sey-
joir Thompson. —S.
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intry in th's direction.”

ces of both sides were ac-
ve Itallan raids over
ne were acknowledged
B reports from the froant said
ian  flers avoided  engaging
petk warplanes.
A Briti'h Royal Air Force com-
nque told of two ra'ds Saturday
Valona, Albania's chief port.
In g fierre attack” 1t sa'd,
embs fell among military stores
il & motor transnort park, A col-
m of black smcke was seen to
from the metor transport
eentration and although clouds
fented full observation on the
llels of the bombing, army bar-
S were scen to be hit.
T a nd atteck an a'rdrome
§ bombed, all bembs falling in
i target area and enemy aircraft
¥t to take off spun around on
W Wingt.ps and stopved, From
l;;»:'ra lons our aircraft returned
Tialian res! ce on the north-
3 front, ac tedly stvbborn, was
410 be glving way gradually in
face of & hwrried Greek flank-
operat
(e

101,
forces are ‘“eonstantly”
hing toward Valona, one report
§ and are converging into a
ke line in order to mop up and
M captured territory. “Farther
north" it said Greek attacks
dlmed at “strategically import-
helghts stil] held by the enemy.” {
dother dispateh from the coast- |
¥otor said g large battle area |
been “ablaze for several days”
A “artillery, mortar and mach- |
woun fire and the ground has
2 stmlmg from the salvos

of'|

t 2c per day, or 10c per
to the boy responsible for deliveries on your route.

week. Phone 289 for this service,

—BEFORE you buy see our large
display of Christmas gifts, Enman
Drug Co. Ltd, Summerside.

L-402-12-14-81.

—LUNCH KITS with genuine
thermos bottles, sold at Brace's.
L-424-12-16-2i.

—AN EASILY HEATED apart-
ment in Summerside, available
shortly to suitab.e tenant. Present
occupants * Province.
Write or telephone H. K. S. Hem=
ming & 00., Charlottetown.

L-258-12-11-13-16.

—ISLAND BOY INJURED IN
ACCIDENT — Mrs. Elliott Wright
of Kinkora has received the sad
news that her son Thompson, who
is a gunner in the 2nd Medium Bat-
tery was injured in an acecident in
England. The message came in a
letter from his brother Arthur who
is also in England. The accident
happened on November 19th when
A machine gun accidently discharg=
ed and struck him and broke both
his legs above the knees. Gunner
Wright went overseas last Jan- |
uary with his battery and is sta=-
tioned in England. He is well known
both in Summerside and Charlotte-
own. He attended the Summerside
High School Academy in 1937-38
and was a student at Prince of
Wales College frem 1938 to 39. His
many friends will learn with re-
gret of the accident and trust that
Mr. Wright will soon be up and a-
bout again. —S.

British liner
Is torpedoed;
Howe on hoard

NEW YORK, Dec. 15 (AP) —The
British liner Western Prince, load-
ed with a heavy cargo, including
airplanes, and carrying British
ficials home for the Christmas holi-
days, was torpedoed Saturday about
560 miles northwest of Londonder-
1y, Eire.

MacKay Radio here picked up an
SOS call that the 10926-ton ship
had been “torpedoed” at 3:02 a. m.
EDT. Nothing further w heard
after the first call, relayed by the
Port Patrick, Scotland, station.

Furness, Withy and Ccmpany,
managers of the Western Prince,
identified one of the 60 passengers

as Hon. C. D. Howe, Canadian Min- |

ister of Munitions and Supply.

(In London, the Canatian P
heard reliably that Mr. Howe was
safe.)

Also aboard was Captain W. A,
Charlton, one-time master of (he
Queen of Bermuda, The ship had
a crew of 80 when she left here
Dec. 6.

John Gammie, associate d
of the Cunard White Star ILi
passenger agents. said he had
information” on the liner,

Duchess of
Windsor suffers
Slight relapse

MIAMI, Fla., Dec. 15—(AP)—The
puchess of Windsor, who under-
went a major dental operation
last Tuesday, has returned to bed
on her doctor’s instructions.

Tt was understood that the ex-
citement of leaving St. Francis
Hospital at Miami Beach Satur-
day and moving to a coral Gables
hotel caused a loosening of a blon.d
clot which forms after such oper-
ations. j

Considerable pain resulted 1
Dr. Horace L. Cartee lnstg'uc!od her |
Saturday night to remain in bed |
at least 24 hours. Her condition
is not considered serious.
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Sudden passing
0f J. C. MacPherson
Comes as shock

Friends were shocked last even-
ing to learn of the sudden passing
of John Crawford MacPherson of
Summerside. Mr, MacPherson was
only 32 years of age and had not
been feeling well since Thursday,
He became rapidly worse and pass-
ed away Saturday afternoon, He
was not in very robust health and
suffered from a heart ailment,
Mr, MacPherson was son
of Mrs, MacPherson of Summerside
and the late George MacPherson,
for many years caretaker of the
Summerside post office. “Craw-
ford,” as he was generally called,
was of a genial disposition. Much
sympathy is extended to his fam-
ily in their sad bereavement.
He leaves to mourn his wife,
formerly Rita §ord of Northam and
one Yttle sen; Johin, his mother
and the following sisters—Miss Dor=-
othy in the Civil Service at Ottawa,
Margaret, Mrs. Denison Craig, in
the United States, Jean, Mrs, Charles
MacNeill, in Erie, Ontario and Mil-
dred, Mrs. John Currie in Ontario.
The funera] will take place on
Tuesday at 2 pm. frem the resi-
dence of his mother on Russell
Street. 8,

Italian Officer

(Continued from page 1)

vanguard of the Italian push, were
1o mane a dash for the Nie and
Suez,

Surprise Was Great

But so gieat was the surprise
element when the British  troops
struck at dawn last Monday that
the tanks which formed an import-
ang part o[tme %\{IaAem unit never
even got into action,

The British troops opened with
a barrage of 60-pound shells from
the east, where the Italians had
their strengest fortifications, tanks,
tie.d artiliery and truckloads of in=-
fantry then moved swiftly in irom
the west,

The Ltalians turned their guns in
that direcion and tried vainly to
halt the onward sweep of the at=-
tackers.

Gen. Maletti, my informant told
me, rallied his men for a counter-
attack at the British right flank,
but fell with a Jullet through bhis
chest and died within a few minutes
alter British ¢roops reached him,

British fire was so heavy that
Italian tank crews were unable
to get away from their tents to
the.r tanks, a short uilstance
away, and as the British tanks
took their deaaly toll, the [iali-
an tanks stood empty and id.e.
This apparently was one of the
main reasons for the quick
British victory.

Despite the gallant attempt to
hoid the foriress, first bv Gen. Ma-
letti and then by his second in
command, Col. Carme.o Giufirida,
with British tanks tearing around
inside, and infantry following them
with machine-guns and rifle fire,
and bayonets, ttalian surrender was
inevitable,

Once the British troops were in-
side, the Italians had only the pro-
tection of their tents and trenches
and a few dugouts.

A considerable number of Italians
were ki.ded here, 300 wounded and
2,000 captured. Not a man escaped.
The full Maletti crack unit which
comprised two battalions of Libyans,
tank corps, motor transport corps,
armored car corps, artillery and en-
gineers, all Italians, were in the
fortress at the time of the attack.

British Move On

Leaving a small detachment be=
hind, the British troops moved
northward 10 miles to the east and
west forts at Tummar where the
Italians, now aware of the British
drive, offered longer but no more
effective resistance than the men
at Nibiewa.

The way to Sidi Barrani was then
open.

Other British units meanwhile
had gone along the coastline, and
were batt'ing at Maktila. 10 miles
east of Barrani,

Two Blackshirt legions and a Lib-
van division in Sidi Barrani thus!
were encircued by Monday night, |
some 12 hours after the fighting be-|

"4 i

At Habsa, the British tanks sent !
a message to the Italians before at-
tacking, demanding, their surrender
tthe reply was that they would re-

“They must have had their white
rags ready, however, as they waved
‘hem after we had fired only a few
ishots,” a British officer told me,

Some of the Nibelwa prisoners,
jespeclally Blackshirts, were crest-
{fallen over their defeat and said
bitterly thev wished thev had dled
fighting, But many others, includ-
ing  practically all the Libyans,
scemed glad. the war was over for
them. The British moved the
wounded in ambulances, leavin
m}?ee:: Bh}“ lr\lubelwax's tent hospital,
W ritish an
wn‘;keéi %%zether. d Ttallan surgeons

ast stocks of food. including sev-
Y)lr";‘lt :ox:‘s,ze;)f .gp];:ghetcl. stored at Ni-
a, e take -
o n to feed the pris

Refuse trenches provided ves
for the dead, Gen, Mulemmwns
laid out in state before his tent be-

fore burial,
casualtles were

sis

British
On'v one tank was destmved.‘m:n%
several which went through a mine-
fleld were so little damaged that

they continued on to
after quick repairs. s e

British

ROME, Dec. 16.—(AP) — Italy’s
desert .egions, beaten back into Lib-
ya in the plooaiest hand-to-hand
and me fighting they have
known since the last war, drew to-

tian counter-offensive.

Ol ers in' Rome, ana.lyzl:f re-
ports of the Itadan withdrawal, be-
lidved that the fate of the Fascist
African empire hung by the out-
come of the war in the wastelands—
a week-old struggle between land,
air and sea forces,

Communiques indicated that the
three-month-old Italian invasion of
Egypt had been turned into a de-
fence of Itauan-held Libya, at the
sandstorm-swept northern junction
of the Egyptian-Libyan irontiers.

The Italians acknowledged that a
warship of “medium tonnage” had
been hit by Royal Air Force bomis
in one of three pounding raids Sat-
urday night on populous Naples, but
claimed ‘“‘unimportant damage.”
Death or injury to 50 crewmen wis
:ggxltted, ana injury to eight civili-

The candor of the high coma
mand’s communiques was unusual,
The introduction of the main report
of the war was an acknowledgement
that Sidi Barrani, once the advance
base of the Italian expedition into
Egypt, had been abandoned. Asup-
plement c.aimed that ‘“as always,
our war bulletins tell the entire
truth in good as well as bad for-
tune.”

The two reviews placed the main

day on reserves to stem Britain's | b

Italy Draws on
Reserves to Stem

Drive

Observers see unusual candor
in official Fascist reports
of African war.

fighting on and Within Libyan terrie
tory, told of unslackened British
pressure, claimed there was ‘‘bioody
combat from dawn to sunset” on &
battlefield “strewn with groups of

wning enemy tanks and armored
cars” and boast of unceasing Italian
opposition to the British in the

air,
“Aviation worked feverishly with
admirable spirlt of sacrifice
which distinguishes it, bombing and
fighting ceaselessly,” said one com-
munique,

The high command claimed the
mae.strom of land attack and de-
fence centred on the zone of Salum,
Bardia and Fort Capuzzo. Of - the
three only Salum is in Egypt.

Thq high command contended
that “all speculations. enemy propa-
ganda and guesses regarding the
Rreat battle in course on the Ciren-

Libya)” would “seem premature.”

“This battle will last several days
yet, maybe even more than a week,
It therefore is necessary that calm,
impartial observers reserve - their
Ju;lgment for the final outcome,” it
said. !
"It is believed that Italian forces
actually engaged in fighting
those large numbers which are in
Teserve are more than enough to
meet the situation.”

On Saturday the Italians told the
world through the Rome radio that
“no peace offer will ever be forth-

coming from Italy,” and refused to
[chkinowledge defeat by Britain in
rica.

French

(By Robert
Staff Writer)

VICHY, Dec. 15— (AP) —Con-
tinuing the overhauling which be-
gan with the ouster of Pierre Laval
as vice premier and foreign min-
ister, the Vichy Government an-
nounced today it soon would or-
ganize a consultative assembly to
share  “certain responsibilities”
with Chief of state Marshal Pe-
tain and his ministers.

The Marshal's own creation, the
assembly will act solely as an ad-
visory body and only when he asks
for its counsel.

Petain, it was announced, ex-
pressed the thought that the mo-
ment had come to submit many of
the new state’s reforms, already
made, to .the people. A statement
creating the new body is expected
to appear shortly in the official
Journal.

Now that the most essential re-
forms, “which by reason of cir-
cumstance could not easily have
been submitted to prolonged dis-
cussion,” have been made up by
decree, it was sald future prob-
lems will be taken up with the
assembly,

It will function at least until a
definite constitution = has been
drafted for France.

Interior Minister Marcel Pey-
routon, who made the announce-
ment after a cabinet meeting, told
newspapermen he could give no
details of the make-up of the new
assembly beyond representation in
i, of “political bodies which group
leaders of all orders.”

He warned them to be careful

Associated Press

since, he sald, the present situation
is considered delicate.

Reorganization also hit the com-
agnie Generale Transatlantique
which, as the French line, operated
North Atlantic lines,

The president of the line will be
named by the Finance and Naval
Ministers who also will approve

| selection of its general director and

his assistant.
The members will form the ad-
ministrative council of the line,

seight appointed by the two minis-"fF

ters and two by stockholders. All
those chosen by the Government
must be employees of the two min-
istries and native Frenchmen.
Another decree provided that
firms hiring labor must take on a
percentage of demobilized soldiers
fixed in each case by a labor in-

spector.

Vichy’s political temperature had
cooled down after the emotional
crisis Friday which edged Laval
out of the government. Although it
had a drametic setting, the shake«
up was claimed to be just a gove
ernment change made with pre-
cautions,

Laval was ousted following his
continued efforts to link his de-
feated country with the German-
Itallan Axis, .

Even as he stripped Laval of his
offices of Vice-Premier and For-
eign Minister and disowned him as
his political heir, the old chief of
state insisted that French relations
with Hitler would remain un-

Soviets and
Chinese sign
Agreement

NEW YORK, Dec, 15—(AP)—
The British Broadecasting Corpor=
ation reported Saturday that China
and the Soviet Union have signed
an agreement under which China

bt it
RADIO CLICKS ON SPLINTERS

NDON, Dec, 16—(CP)—A core
re:‘p?mdent, describes in the British
Medical Journal how a radio set can
help surgeons detect small bonfb cr
shell fragments in the skin. The
radio is switched on to a spot where
no station can be heard and the
volume control turned to full A
few feet of wire; ending in an in-
sulated =
aerial terminal or sockel, comp'ete

aratus.
mir:\?‘:)lece of metal in contact with
the hody should vield a loud cick
when the probe touches it and &

it to sell $100,000,000 worth of tea
to the USSR J

scratching noise on further
tant

Petain Continues

To Overhaul

| _‘He appointed another “appeaser”
| former  Premier Plerre-Etienne
| Flandin, to be Foreign Minister,
| and informed Hitler that Flandin
| “will be more apt to follow a pol-
icy of collaboration between
France and Germany.”

Yet Petain explained to France
that the “resignation” of Laval was
essential for reasons of interior
policy, for the country’s unity, and
went on:i—

“I remain at the helm!
national revolution continues!”

Trade Minister
Still ill in
Balboa Hospital

BALBOA, Canal Zone, Dec. 15—
(CP)—The Canadian trade mis-
sion tour Latin America today
postponed its departure from Lima,
Peru pending results of a medical
examination of Trade Minister J.
A. MacKinnon who was admitted
last week to Gorgas Hospital here.

Mr. MacKinnon was taken ill
during the mission’s flight fromn
Kingston, Jamaica to Barranquilla,
Colombia, On arriving in the Canal
Zone he entered the hospital !o'r
what he described as a ‘“check-up.”
The mission plans to proceed
with its itinerary as soon as a de-
finite report is available on Mr.
MacKinnon’s condition.

“Flu” outbreak
General, report

By The Canadian Press
Medical healuh oiricers, reporting
on a current outbreak of inrluenza
across Canada, generally agreed to=
day that although the number
cases in some centres is usually
high, the disease is of a mild type,
and the situation gives no cause for
alarm. One death has been re-

ried.
Doln most places doctors found the
prevalence of bronchial troubles
about usual for the time of thje year,
The outbreak generally has meant
absence from school or business for
only a few days, In most military
camps the number of cases is not
great, considering the large groups
of men at the camps.
The Canadian Car and Foundry
plant in Montreal was closed Sune
day in an effort to check the spread
of colds among the 2,000 employees.
Officials said it was the first Sun-
day stoppage ‘in a long time.
The death from the disease occur=
red in Montreal. Dr. A, Groulx,
City Heaith Director, reported an
unusual number of cases of com-
mon colds and grippe. He said there
was a small epidemic of bronchial
trouble, Eight hospitals pre-
cautions by ltmrrlng visitors except
in urgent instances,
Mild influenza was reported gen-
eral throughout the Maritimes,
Hundreds of school chi
absent from_ classes in Nova Scotia
and Prince Edward Island, and in-
dustry and business suffered. A
similar situation had existed in New
Brunswick, but authorities believed

probe and attached to the |

con=
i

the peak had passed in that pro-
vince as the number of cases de-
creased,

About ome-third of Charlotte-
town's 2,200 pupils were absent, and

aican border (Cirenaica is part of [

and | mi

[

[Prominent North
Carleton farmer
Died Saturday

There passed away on Saburday
afternoon at his home in North
Carleton Mr, Robert Aldred Wright,
@ prominent dis-
trict, Mr. Wright was 64 years of
age and had been {11 for some time.
l-f: was well and favorably known
in the district and many will learn
with much regret of his ;

His wife predeceased him some
time ago and hy leaves to mourn
three sons, Wilbur on the home-
stead, Stewart of the Department
of Agriculture in Charlottetown,
and Arthur in Ottawa.

funeral will take place on
Monday from his late residence at
2 pm. to the cemetery at Cape
Traverse, [ ]

WHERE WILL

(Continued from page 1)

ans or even through Italy.

The Turks probably could be
counted on to help. But such an
offensive would entail tremendous
movements of men, material and
supplies over great stretches of
land and water.

Holland Logical Place

Even by the process of elimina-
tion, and for other reasons as weil
—that leaves the Netherlands as
the most logical bridgehead for
the “campaigns of 1942 and 1943”
which are constantly in the back
of Winston Churchill’'s brilliant

nd,

Is this fantastic, with Germany
holding tightly to every inch of
continental coastline from the
north cape to the Bay of Biscay?

Holland forms the curving,
nerthwest corner of the continent
proper. Given air superiority in an
offensive sense, operating from
British bases scarcely 100 miles
away, given continued protection
on all sides by the Home Fleet, a
Eritish expeditionary force might
strike at two or more points on
the west coast of the province of
North Holland, above Amsterdam,
and gain a foothold.

The North Sea islands of Texel,
Vlieland, Ameland and Schiermoni-
koog might be occupied by the
fleet alone.

These islands and waters would
protect the British left flank. One
great dike bridges the top of the
Iisselmeer, or did if it isn't al-
ready blown up, it would be a sel-
up for British dive bombers to de-
molish it and impede any German
counterthrust from Firesland to
the east, across the inland lake,

Once the foothold were consoli-
dated, it probably would be the
British strategy to cut east and
south in a wide are, in the reverse
direction of the German scythe
which descended through the I,ow-
lands at the beginning of last
spring’s invasion.

That would be a question of
planes, of many men, of much
equipment, of engineering skill
and of co-operation from the peo-
ple on the ground.

Britain Preparing

Britaln is training the men and
amassing the equipment. She can
not expect to ralse troops in num-
bers to equal those of the Ger-
mans; hence, their equipment must
be superior. With TUnited States
help, the British are confident of
eventually having air superiority
in_any offensive punch,

t must not be forgotten that
the Netherlands is a country which
rises out of the sea largely by
grace of superb feats of engineer-
ing. The dikes and canals of Hoi-
land control waters which can help
or hinder a military force.

It seems logical to suppose that
many of the secrets of this com-
plicated control over the .inland
waters of the Netherlands still are
in the hands of the Netherlands
emigre government and Queen in
I.ondon,

The British and the Dutch Gov-
ernment are in alliance to the fin-
ish; their resources, skill and know=-
ledge are in a common pool.

t may be the Dutch people
themselves upon whom the Bri-
tish are counting the most.

It is clear that the Dutch are
not cooperating with the invader,
e Germans have had to adopt
the most stringent measures, up |
to the death penalty, to prevent |
Dutchmen from aiding the British. |

ed in the Netherlands at night to |
obtain information—the Germansl

acknowledge this fact.
The Hollanders are a very logi-
cal people. They had peace and

word Lothian, British ambassador

IDE GUARDIAN|

CHRONICLE

to the United States, and great

friend of that nation, died early Dec, 12 in Washington. His death
| followed a few hours after his address, challenging the people of the
| United States to help Britain in the face of serious dangers, had been
read for him in Baltimore. With such help Britain ean win “and
win decisively in 1942 if not before,” he declared,

plenty for a century, the highest
].;tandard of living in Europe. They
| believed in neutrality and fair,
aloof dealings with both belliger-
ents—until May 10. They may be
Britain's “fifth column” when the
day comes to strike,

Hon. C. D. Howe

(Continued from page P

able from official quarters but
there was every reason to believe
information that the Minister is
safe is correct.)

Rumors circulated in Ottawa
that Mr. Howe's safety had been
established definitely, but these
could not be confirmed. The Prime
Minister's office said that no defi-
nite information was received.

Mr. Howe, who sailed frcen New
York on . the Western Prince Dec.
6, on an official mission to the
United Kingdom, was accompanied
b yHon. Gordon Scott, Montreal,
by Hon, Gordon Scott, Montreal,
and E. P. Taylor, Toronto. All
three are executives in the Depart-
ment of Munitions and Supply.

No Information Released

News of the torpedoing came

ly yesterday morning when

Radio Corporation of New

York intercepted a wireless message

which said the vesse] had been at-
tacked 400 miles west of Ireland.

As is customary in such oases,
no information was released by the
British Admiralty. It was impossible
for even the highest government
officials here to obtain specific in-
formation.

It hag been the British poliey in
sea warfare not to make known
the details of attacks on shipping
until the survivors are safe and the
vessel attacked has been salvaged,
if possible.

Presumably, even authorities in
London were not advised of full
details of the torpedoing of the
Furness Liner, since wireless mes-
sages might disclose the position of
rescue craft, and result in new at-
tacks by the enemy.

Like the Prime Minister, Mrs.
Howe received news today that the
bulk of those aboard the liner were
safe, but there was nothing official
to indicate what persons were sav-

ed,

(It was stated in Ottawa today
that Lord Beaverbrook, British
Minister of Aireraft Production.
had forwarded information that
Mr. Howe was safe. Subsequently,
however, official sources at the
capital said no survivors had been
named in any communications re-
ceived, and in London Lord

’

British pilots actually have land- | Beaverbrook's secretary denied that

such a message had been sent.)
Prime Minister Mackenzie King
called on Mrs, Howe yesterday, soon
after news of the torpedoing
ed Ottawa. With Navy Minister

Macdonald, acting ® M
in the absence of Mr, owe,
meade every effort to obtain definitq

news.

Mr, Howe, 64 s old, has
a member of th’eee;overmnm‘t m
1935 when he was elected to Parliae
ment for the first time as Liberal
member for Port Arthur. Previously
he had won an international repu-
tation as a construction engineer,
particularly in the building of grain
elevators,

Minister of Transport for five
years, he became Minister of the
new department of Munitions and
Supply last April, handling the
huge wartime spending program of
the Canadian and British govern-
ment and responsible for the tre-
mendous Industrial expansion of
the Dominion to meet wartime
needs.

Mr. Howe’s purpose in making a
trip to Britain at this time was to
increase the extent of Can
British co-operation in the pro
tion and shipment of war supplies
from the Dominion.

Mr. Scott, former Quebec Pro-
vincial Treasurer, has been as-
sisting the government in his work
since the war began.

Col. Woodward, Vancouver de=
partment store executive, has been
engaged in procuring war ‘supplies
since the start of hostilities.

Mr. Taylor, a native of Ottaws
but preminent in the business lifé
of Toronto, is the youngest of the
party, 39. Me has been serving as
joint Director General of Muni-
tions Production.

Mr. Howe hes a speelal, perso:

interest in a visit to FEngland
this time. He sald before lea
Ottawa he hoped to see his el
son, Willlam, a cadet in ftraining
with the Royal Navy.
Another son and three daughbems
are here, sharing with their mothe
er anxious hopes for official news
of Mr. Howe's safety.

Special Prayer
For British People

WAaﬂ:i!NG'!ON, . 18— (AP,
A special prayer for the embattle

people of Britain was offered bf
Rt. Rev. James E. Freeman,

c Bish of Washington, at
funeral services today for the Mare
quess of Lothian, British Ambassa«
dor to the United States, attended
by high officials of the Govern«
ment and Washington diplomats.
In the vaulted dimness of ths
National Cathedral, in which the
ulpit stones comes from Lord
thian's homeland and are in-
scribed with the first words of the
| Magna Carta—‘“the church of Engs
land shall he free—Bishop Free«
man prayed God to ‘“stremgthen
and sustain” the British people “in
this hour of their need.”

—"

ONOED BY
WARSHILS

ITALIAN
DIV/sIONS

hitting motorized columns which

droye along

With from 28,000 to 34,000 troops amd three generals bottled up and captured by the British, Italian forces
in Egypt were reported retreating in disorder, Dec. 12, while British land, aid and s:u

mbined aftack, Sidi Barrani was taken snd Bugbuq is under assault
or egasitmer By i the coast and up through the Italian lines to the south,

forces p ecssed
by swft, hard-

| schools in Baddeck, N.S., closed this A¢ the same time, Iialian bases all along the coast were hammered by RA.F. bombers. The Roy 1 Navy

| week because of the 'flu. Eight hun-
dred out of 2,200 pupils were a
in S8vinev Mines

way ]

ments along the coastal road.

took a hand, mercilessly shelling the strongholds at Sollum and Bardia, and harassing

Italian  move-




