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(The (ollpwlng Essay was read pe-
v fgre the \Young Men’s Guild at Mon-
,;gxue iby the Esgayist on Sunday the
Ath instant with President L.H. Cof-
fin, Manager of the 0. Bank of Com-
merce, presiding.) A
By Wendell H. Gordon, Teacher.
_{Nom de pluine: *"Lbo-Loo."”). *
'3;,.': .t;n entu:l period of serfdom
pre’ ‘followed in’ithe history of
. ‘oj'“lhr“lltézla time ﬂ‘dw‘:ﬁln: in
/ténts, when the camp of the tribes,
%Imutary, palf—gggtoral, cluster-
G ‘s Tabernacle, moved
7 with ‘it from point to point through
the ‘desert, But now the march was
over, the nomads had become  get-
ers. On ‘opening' the story of the
/A Jdudges,’ we find ourselves in a war-
iile atmosphere. At once we are
plunged into military preparations;
the popular heroes are. those who
&l‘tg +$he  uncircumscised hip ‘ and

For fofty years peace reigned in
Israel after ‘Deborash and Borak had
delivered ‘the Israelites from the yoke
of Jabin and Sisera. After this pe-
‘Tiod of - rest from strife, the Hehrews

of 'their disobédience to Je-

hovah ' were for seven years so sorely
#eoirged by a confederation of Arab
tribes (composed of the Midianites,

Amalekites and other nomadic tribes)
that they were forced to seek refuge
in the cover of the hills, in torrent
gullies and in strongholds on hil]
“Yopw; Fire'and sword ‘spread terror
on every hand. Their crops were de-
‘stroyed, théir country waslaid waste,
T8 "their: dégpair help is sought from
Jehovah and a prophet is gent. The
prophet, Jewish legend says it was
Phinehas, reminds them of how God
“had ‘taken 'the" Israelites dbut- of the
bondagé of the Bgyptians, and he
then administers - the sgtern reproof:
o {But gvou have not oheyed Jehovah.'
The life of the Hebrows seems to
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the well of Harod at whicﬁ ﬁ\ey were

encamped = means ‘‘trembling”  or
“fear.” By morning, twenty-two

thousand (22,000) or two-thirds of the
Hebrew people had desérted the camp,

The remaining ten thousand (10,-
000) are tried by the test of the
stream of water which flows between
their camp and that of the enemy's.
Nine thousand, seven hundred (9,700)
kneel or lie down to take a long and
leisurely draught, but three hundred
(300) bending swiftly down carry wat-
er .to their. mouths in the hollow of
the hand. These men in wise haste,
alert and under self-control, do not
kneel put lap the water and pass over
the stream. The three hundred who
lapped separate = themselves and are
by theif great leader's side beyond
the stream, a chosen band proved fit
for the work that is to be done. The
others are left behind as a reserve.

Guided by the great Jehovah, Gide-
on and Phurah heard a man in the
enemy’s camp relating to his com-
panion 'the dream of the cake of bar-:
ley bread—such! bread as Tsrael had
been reduced to, the bread of poverty
—that tumbled into the host of Mid-
ion, and the other man giving the
interpretation that it wag the sword
of Gideon who was by God’s aid to
destroy the Midion’s camp. As the
result of this reconnoitre, which prov-
ed that the camp of the foe was full
ol doubt and fear, Gideon was great-
1y strengthened in courage.

After mldnigll\t, the surprise assault
began.  Israel represented by ' the
three hundred chosen men, divided in-
to three companies, nct on the ord-
erg issued by Gideon: tiey blow their
trumpets on every side of the enemy's
camp; they shout their war-cry: ‘‘The
Sword! for Jehovah and Wideon!'’
they break their pitchers and the
torches which were concealed in them
they flash in the air.

We are told that the starsin their

have been spent upon a short ladder
in'going up, in comging down; in going
up to play, in coming down to sin
Qﬁdv drying the penitent tears; and in

™ climbing” again, and then descending;
miles''short of heaven.

“Among the hills of Manasseh at
Ophrah 4ived Gideon the son of Joash
the Abi-ezrite. To Gideon while ge-
crétly threshing wheat in a cove
there appeared: neéar him under an
oak ‘ii+ Ophrah  an angel (Malakh),
“This"word’ ‘“Malakh’ means in the

L bext “ngzommiss;pn‘cq servant’’ and
“Mis-mentfoned ‘asven timés. The angel
said to Gideon: ‘‘The Lord is with
thee, thou miightly men of valor!’’
The divine messenger then informed
hime that he, Gideon, should save Is-
rael. Madest Gideon was astounded
that he should be, divinely appointed

to deliver the suffering Israelites, and |

from- habitual caution asked for a
sign, proof or- test that the angel
was in very deed the messenger of
God.
When Gideon’s present of a kid and
unleavened cakes had been laid on a
rock, the angel touched the offering
with his rod, fire at oncé came out
of' the rock and consumed the flesh
and! cakes. Then the angel vanished.
An altpr (was built there by Gideon
and called Jehovah—Shalom.
Now there came a test to be ap-
plied to Gideon, and he appears as a
{'refornier’ and iconoclast or image-

breaker. By God’s warrant, he with
o ten l&l‘ue %d faithful' men pulled down
" ‘mt’ night Baal's altar, the symbol of
Jerael's infidelity, and cut down the
8IDbVE or great woopden mast of Ash-
erah, the sign of Israel's degrada-
‘tiony. He next offered on the new al-
é of Jehovah a burnt sacrifice of a
‘Beven year old bullock. To averturn
merely is no service: Gideon not only

destro one gystem but also well
o ﬁ"ﬁiﬁg 1ald the firm foundation of
angther. .
*"In the morning, the men of the city
discovered ‘'what had been done and
sought to kill Gideon. But his father
Joagh in defending his eon exclaim-
efl: ‘I Baal be a god let him plead

for  himself!"” and he threatened death
to thope who should protest for

~The e ch the name
egu (v gﬁ‘:m‘ %W.w i *The
I, to 'Jerubhaal which means
“Baal's antagonist.”
i v R
ing  symho! y that Go
gf' , Gileon' was' encour-
‘Giddon’s fledce—which is to be
¥ morning while the threshing-
i dry, and dry next morning
ho' ghing-floor 18 wet—was
s of testing the Divine Pros-
roval. Wool,
would, under ordin-
iditions, receive a plentifil de-
if_dew, bt so would the sur-
rounding grass and soil. The second

A miracle was still more remarkable,
inferior .
& bet!

rs receiving dew, when

' radiator, wool, remained

dry. A somewhat similar example of
j g:h Jehovah is

W},‘MM"% uests when in-
roeding for Bodom (Gen. XVIIL:2-
83). In- ancient h'lntdry ¥o are t:ll::
abou ug  fleece,—the
Golden ¥ ?'.u&'m fong and final-

gearch of the hero Jason
’ﬁ{ty’snino companion Argo-

rose early in ‘?n ?n&tl»l b
1 o arod on Moun

1 , i“ h, ulum; Asher and |

all to the,number of thirty-two
d (32,000) composed his camp.
he Arabs, one Aundred

thousand (185,000)

the lights of Heayen may also be said
to have battled against the bewilder-
ed and panicBtricken Midionites. The

courges fought dgainst Sisera, and

complete rout and flight of the Arahs
followed the unexpected and daring
night attack. At the fords there. was
dreadful bloodshed. Their two chiefs
Zibah and Zalmuna, were captured;

[CONOCLAST

and his son Jether failing to do so,
they' are, because they had killed his
brothers, slain by Gideon’s own hand,
The men of HEphraim being now
called by Gideon, they gained a great
victory over the fleeing host and
killed two sub-chiefs Oreb (the Crow)
and Zeeb (the Wolf). = One hundred
and twenty thousand (120,000) men in
all were killed, and the remaining fif-
teen thousand (15,000) fled to Karbor.
This remnant of the mighty host wag
later attacked by the Israelites and
completely defeated. N
The refusal of the men of Succoth
and Pennel to furnish provisions (to
Gideon’s ‘“faint yet pursuing’ ‘army
which had passed over the, Jordan is
avenged on his victorious réturn by
séourging the seventy-seven elders, de-
molishing the watch-tower the pride
of Pennal and decimating the men

‘|of the city.

The great victory of Gideon—Jeho-
vah's victory as he himegelf acknow-
ledged—had this special significance,
that it ended the incursions into
Caanan of the wandering races of the
desert, The slaughter became in the
literature of Terael a symbol of the
destruction which must overtake the

foes of Jehovah. On his return from
the campaign the people expressed
their desire that he: would assume the
title of King; but he refused from
motives of caution as he would have

to engage in civil war before his roy-
al power could ‘be firmly established,
and also Gideon looked on the priest-
Iy officc as his proper calling. A
strong but not spiritual religiousness
is the chief note of Gideon’s charact-
er. We shall now treat of Gideon the
Bcclesiastic.

Of the gold taken from the Midion-
ites he made an ephod (idest, a kind
of linen surplice worn by the Jewish
priests) and placed it in Ophrah as a
symbol or sign of Jehovah’'s presence
among the people.
posed that Gideon fell away from his
first faith in making this image the
error lies in overestimating his spiri-
tuality at the earlier stage. We must
not :think' that at any time the use
of a symbolic image would have seem-
ed ‘wrong to him. It ‘was not against.
images but against the worship of
falge "and impure gods that his zeal

FOREST FIRES-
~ NEAR HALIFAX

HALIFAX, July 4—Forest fires on’
the eastern side of the Arm.
in the woods on the shores of
First Dartmouth™lake caused
alarm yesterday.

A blaze occurred in the woods

somg
of

Memorial, tower. Residents nearby
hastened to the place and some help
came «this' side 80 that' the firg

persons” worked = yesterday afterrioon
in the woods on the shores af
Dartmouth' lake in'a hard fight

truction of valuable forest acres;
he fire department rendered assist-
ance during part of' the afternoon:
The center of the: fire district was]
back-of James Harrison'g place. =Mt
Isnor, Mr. Creighton, Mr. Sterns
and other campers strove valiant]

progress of the fire.
Water had to be carried from

the
lake, 200 yards distant.

This was'

dozen men were still engaged in the
fire fighting operations.

‘the Cherubim in the Holy of Holies

When it ig: sup- 'Was however by the northern tribes
seeking oracles from The:

was at first directed.

Gideon 'may have understood the
Second Commandment only as forbid-
ding the use of an image of any crea-
ture and the worship of a creature by
means of ‘an image. We know that

(Sanctum Sanctorum) were symbolic
of the Thummim (Hebrew ‘‘perfec-
tions'’) of creation and through dhem
the greatness of the Supreme Being
wag.realized. So it was with Gide-.
on’s ephod or symbolic image, which

the Fleming park, pretty close to: tha}

was extinguished without material
damage. P ke e |
A crowd of nearly one  hunidred

the|:
w ? A
save the camps and prevent the de-| |

and they succeeded in stopping the|'

and
tup |

used ‘in
Grand Architect. But this ephod:’
proved 'a snare to Gideon, perhaps (it:
is surmised) in the way of bringing*
in wealth and creating a spirit of’
avarice; for those who ‘applied to him
as a revealer brought gifts with

-((Continued on page 8.)

combating the flames’ was\to  beat .|
them' with brush. At nightfall b
looked ag tho the danger were - past|. |
but towards midnight ten or 8

used with effect: Another method off |
it LF
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i A woman always wants a
reasan, But never gives one’.
Sa we:are going to tell you
just why “Begver” Flour is a
bread flour and a_ pastry- flour
—as: good. for ‘one as for the -
other'—qnd best for bath.

Ontario Fall Hheat is the
most nutritions wheat in the
i world.— rich: in flesh and
strength building qualities and
withafull rich flaverand splen-
did pastry making ‘qualities.

ManitoBaSpring' Keathas
more strength than Ontario
Fall Wheat—byt is not so
good for pastry.

Naturally, . the perfect flour is the
one that combines’the good qualities of
both Ontario and Manitoba wheat.
This ‘is exactly - what*“Beaver” Flour-
does. Ittis 3° blend of Ontario Fall
Wheat and Western Spring’ Wheat.
It contains' exact ‘quantities of each.
“Beaver” Flour has the real home
made’ flayor that a -Western Wheat
flour:lacks—it makes: deliciously light,
tasty: Caker,. Pies' and Fancy Pastry,

Flour. Dealers—W

Grains and Cereals.
THE T. lI. TAYLOR CO., LIMITED, -

for your next baking day.
for both Bread and Pastry—and see for yourself the
convenience and economy. of using a true blended
rite us for prices on Feed, Coarse

Order “Beaver” Flour

Put it to the test.

Try it

CHATHAM, Ont.

P -

C. F. POOLEY, Ray Building, Halifsx, N. S, .

. "As The Years Roll Op”
‘Words by A.‘.‘.'.;,.‘ by DA[SY:"LEON with Jmsast‘bﬁméﬁE
EDGAR SELDEN. -
" Valse Moato

in Frazee and Lederer's musical production

“THE PEARL MAIDEN"
New York Theatre, New York

Music by
MELVILLE J.GIDEON,
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