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. PP by Mr. C. Braden Jelly,

PR _‘H 6" Summerside High
"gchaol, at the Teacher’s Conven-
tion held in Charlottetown on Sep-
tember:

The Principle of 8elf-Activity in
Teaching.

Selt-activity, treated in this paper,
{s the.power of the mind to respond
o motives thus leading to freedom
in choosing and so to moral respon-
wibilify. | This 18 the fundameti.
controlling fact of all psychology, ao
far as psycliological principles are
plpful in education. All right me-
thods of teaghing grow out of this
principle and its correlates. = School
arganfration, so far as it is to be
helptul in- carrying forward the. edu-
catlonal process, must properly re-
(;r:d the self-active nature of the
child.  Self-government can be re-
alized politically and socially ‘only by
persons whose powers of initiative
haye been developed and trained and
tegulated by high motives or ideals.

Wiith this principle kept in view,
adcation resolves itself into the self
active process of ‘becoming acquaints|
ed, with the world of matter and the
world of spirit; if so sensing the va-
lugs of the different elements of
‘knowledge thus gained that right mo-
tives may be discerned and set up
a8 ideals; of responding to ideals uns
1 conduct is rightly directed and the
sturdy qualities of perfacted charac-
ter. are produced by the mind’s fine
activities,

It may hére be sald in general that
modern education, and especially the
“ngw education,” so called, has al
ways theoretically claimed to = be
tounded on 'the principle of self-actf-
vity. But in application there has
been wide divergence of practice
among teachers. A doctrine so fun-
damental is. ‘peculairly susceptible of
misinterpretation. A few instances
may be mentioned here by way of ik
lustrating both the fundamental char-
acter.of the principle and its liability
to misapplication in practice.

First, perhaps, in importance and
prominence is the kindergarten. From
the time of Frobel till the present
day it has been claimed as a funda-
mental doctrine of kindergarten phi-
losaphy that the self-active character
of the child should be safely guarded.
The methods of the kindergarten are
carefully planpned to develop rather
than dwarf the child’s power of ini-
tiative. Bverywhere the child is to
be led to appreciate values so as to
prefer the good, the true and  the
beautiful; he is then to be allowed
fre,qu_eﬂ‘{‘ ‘opportunities to oxercise hig

wer of cholice and to exetuts for
itmeslf his own plans. But the ever-
present kindergartner sometimes al-
lq‘x_l her . owiv energy and her own
initiative to take the place of these
same qualities in her. pupils, so that
shd hecomes each day more and more
a necessity to the children, both in
their work and in their play. While,
therefore, the kindergartner succeeds
{n'making the kindergarten a.very po-
pular institution, she sometimes gra:
duplly enervates the power of real
initiative in the children. = From day
ta, day they become more and more
helpless if‘left alone, and  depend

ore and more on someone for‘plans
afnd for stimulation toward their exe:
cution.  While chitldrén so treated
progress happilly and rapidly in
many ways, they are moving steadily
toward & day of tragedy,—a day when
circumstances wilk require that they
shall be self-active, both in planning
and ‘in - executing. Such children call
constantly for stimulation of an ar-
tificial nature, and are slow to be:
cagme interested naturally im the oc:
cupation of the hour through a sense
of-accomplishment. Much of the
criticism against the kindergarten es-
pecially 'by. teachers of  primary
grades, is accounted for by the fact
that. 80 meny kindergartens  have
tailed, as: described already, in - the
practical application of this principle
of selt-activity, It goes without say-
ing that the true kindergartner 80
applies this principle as to make the
children, day by day more self-reliant,
Inventive, and suceessful.

A simjlar misapplication of the
principle of' selfactivity was common
2 few.years ago in primary and even
in ‘intermediate grades. T refer to
what was
method” of teaching.  In this me:
thod the teacher always took the lead
in each naw topi¢, using questions in
such-a way as to lead the child gra:
dually from kmown facts to. the rela:
ted-uhknown facts of the new lesson.
The tescher’s guestion supplied the
trend of thought, the grade of ascent
andthe height: of the step to he takeg
at.edch adviimed; while the child wa
requirad; to' do: suficient thinking to
discern..the  relations invoived and ¢&
attaip  the -desired knowledge. It|
'g!.!»;thegpxml hoast ‘of the teacher
that he’ could‘teach a child new truth
in*this. wdy without telling him any-
thing; ‘# was’ fmplied that the child's
should think it all out for himself.
The claim was set up that this method
of teaching led the child to logical
habity of thought, and that he remem-
béred, more completely and perfect:
Iy what he lparned in this way than
he did by what was merely told him
by his teacher. But, strange to say,
it was “later discovered that puplly
taught exclusivély by this method
gradually became nelpless when de
prived of tlp framowork furnished by
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his mind an enthusiasm, a thirst for
knowledge, and knowledge nourishes
(his mind as food his body. He best
assimilates knowledge that includes
an appeal to imagination. Therefore
—and also because literature forms
taste—the best books should be his
principal lesson-books. A child loves

 fto retell at length what has interest-

ed him." When he does it he does not
only memorize but puts in an addi-
tional something of himself that de-
monstrates assimilation.

To stimulate this interest is a hard
task for it varies greatly with dif-
ferent children. Some children have
a natural love for knowledge, while
others again have a natural aversion
for books,—for them school is a pris-
on-house. A

For the child who naturally loves
study the teacher does not have so
hard a task, and yet he should use
every means in his power to so direct
that pupil's study that he will have
a broad outlook on life, that he will
not get into a narrow groove, but that
his mental horizon will become wider
and ever wider. I will mention one
concrete example, namely: Abraham
Lincoln. That thirst for knowledge,
from his earliest childhood, seemed
fmplanted in his very being. He got
books from whatever source he could
procure them; his writing paper was
birch bark, and yet he possessed such
an inherent thirst for knowledge and
such self-activity that he qualified
himself for that position which he fill-
ed so nobly—the Presidency of that
great republic to the south of us. We
have another noted character from
our own Prince Edward Island. i
'refer to Jacob Gould Schurman, that
linaster of lamguages. 1 am told on
good authority that it was the read-
of Lincoln's life which stimulated
his self-activity to such a marked de-
(gree that he is now President of Un-
lited States’ leading institution-—Cor-
'nell Wniversity.

Where the teacher's hardest task
comes in, however, is with the pupil
who has that natural aversion for
hooks. The teacher must first of all
study the child and get to so thor-
ioughly understand him that he can
transform that aversion into a thirst
for knowledge, and right here I may
say that no teacher succeeds until he
Lhas created in the child a love for
books. . The teacher should endeavor
with alt the means at his command
to foster and encourage this book-
fove in the child from the first day he
snters the schoolroom. The adoption
of the ’phone system, that science of
sounds, instead of the old A. B. C.
method, is a great factor in making
the pupil self-reliant. By this system
the child’s interest and self-activity
are so encouraged that in six or
eight weeks he is able to pick wp @
book of child stories and read a story
understandingly, without going to
the teacher and slowly spelling oul
sach new word and looking to her
tor the pronunciation. By the old
system he is ever depending on the
teacher to pronounce the simplest
word. No self-activity is stimulated
whatever; he simply pronounces the
word after tha teacher, and the chanc
s are ten to one that he will not ve:
cognize the ward the mnext time he
sees it, nor the next or mext. 1t is
simply pouring knowledge from the
teacher into the child as one would
pour water from omne vessel into an
ather. By the phonetic - system, on
the other hand, he becomes able, yes,
anxious, to work out ‘the word tor
himself; his self-activity is fostered.
and he is a fairly good reader betfore
|his less fortunate A. B. C. chum hag
overcome the habit of spelling out
Lhis words.

But does it end here. Is it only in
reading that this self-activity shows
itself? By all means, No! This self
reliant feeling grips the child and ip
his arithmetic  the same results are
noted. If he fails to get his sum right
the first trial he does’ not toss his
book to one side and sulkily and idly
wait until his over-worked teacher is
iready to attend to him in turn. No!
He buckies right in and with that
same self-reliant spirit he tries and
'tries agafn. He may not always meet
with success, but a guiding word will
he all he needs from his teacher. He
will not, for a moment, harbor the
thought of having her sit down anl
work the whole sum through for him.

And right here is where the tea hes
needs to be very cautious. When once
she has “created interest” in the
mind of the pupil (and let me here
'with all serijousnes state that “creat:
ing interest” is a fundamental condi
t{on for all teaching, however much
it may have been abused and parodied
in the modern school, for the true
teacher s0on becomes aware that the
‘human soul may be solicited,. encour
aged, urged and even challenged to
‘action, but never commanded or com-
led.) Let me repeat: When once
fhe temcher has “created interest” in
the mind of the pupil and problems
are attacked then the function is one
"ot gulding the self-activity of. the child
by helpful suggestions rather than by
substituting her own self-activity for
that of her pupil. She must so thor
loughly understand the child that she
will give aid {n solving the proiem
Snly when aid is needed. If she be-
comes . too anxious to help shé may
latdo all. the good already ingrafted
{fi him and make him dependent on
Ner, so that wihen ho comes to take
1 examination and has to rely entire-
Iy on himself, he tails miserably. On
the other hand if her study of the
child is correct, she will be able to
offer a suggestion just at the right
moment and he will by this little en-
couragement finish the problem with-
out further aid. Every problem mas-
tered gives him. zest to tackle another
till after a time the teacher’s help is
but seldom needed, and will only he
accepted when after several hard
trials he has' failed to get the cor-
rect result.

Let me here relate, by way of illus-
tration, a little story of a boy (not

(down in front of him and all the time
he was shining the boots he was puz-
 zling ,over the hook. “What book
have you there, my boy?”’ said the
proféssory “An algebra,” answered
the lad, “and I have a problem here
i which I cannot solve.” “Let me help
you," said the professor. “Gladly,” Te:
turned the boy, who was much over-
joyed at the thought of having help.
The professor landed him salfely over
the difficulty, and taking a card from
his pocket passed it to the boy, at
the same time telling him that if he
tneeded 'further help to send to that
|address, You see, the gelf-active, per-
severing spirit of the boy took hold
of the professor, who rendered assist-
ance at the psychological moment,
Many times during the year did the
boy send his difficulties to the pro-
fessor who was so attracted by his
determination to succeed that he made
it possible for him to attend college
where he took high honors in his
class. )

Now, what are the benefits to the
pupil of such a method over against
the old method of teacher-help? First
of all, the pupil {8 given a better
mental training. Bvery achievement
is food for his mind and the mind,
fed on such wholesome food, grows
and develops just a8 the muscles of
our body grow and develop by proper
exercise. Then, again, such a method
develops self-reliance. Instead of ev-
er being dependent on the thoughts of
others he is trained to think and form
ideas for himself. He is given a broad-
er outlook so that one interest creat-
ed will create and stimulate an
other so that his scope of interest, his
mental horizon, is widened thereby
This method will also tend to devel
op the originality of the student. Once
get a mind started to express itself
and there is no end of the traits
which will come to the surface, traite
that would not otherwise be expressed
at -all, for as the child gets working
out ideas on one particular subject
various thoughts will formulate in hig
mind, and as these grow and mature
his mental vision must widen.

And what are the benefits of this
“new education” accruing to the teach-
er? Is it the pupil alone who is
helped, or does the teacher also be-
come enriched? We shall see. Ev-
ery new idea suggested by the pupil
starts a train of new thoughts in the

| mind of the teacher, which as they

grow, widen his mental horizon. They
enrich his own ability to appreciate
the latent ability stored up in the
mind of the pupil and stimulate him
to foster it. He will do all in his
power to encourage the pupil to
think deeply for himself and express
his thoughts. The teacher’s interest
becomes centred in the development
of personality in the child rather than
in the mere mechanical solution of
problems for the child.
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PRUNE APPLE TREES
! ON MILDER DAYS

Neglect to prune trees regularly,
that is, at least each year, results in
big branches having to be removed
when work is again undertaken, and.
as very general neglect of this impor
tant practice has been reported in the
past year, all fruit growers should en
deavor to make up for their omissions
where they have occurred. (In the
case of the apple tree Winter condi:
tions present an opportunity to get
awhead with the work while a certain
amount of labor is procurable thal
would be otherwise engaged during
the growing season.

Young trees of all sorts and al
trees of tender fruits should be left
until: the approach of Spring, but the
more hardy apples can be attended
to at any time during the Winter ex:
cept when the weather is very severe
It is generally belleved, and no doubt
rightly, that Winter pruning produces
wood, while Summer pruning pro
duces fruit; but Summer pruning to
increase f{ruit bearing is seldom ne
cessary if the Winter work is done re:
gularly and thoroughly.

The supervision of the owner of an
orchard is necessary if pruning is te
be a suceess, as it it is important that
the bearing habit of the  different
trees be known before thinning oul
the heavy branches takes place. Pro:
perly directed pruning of these bran
ches will save thinning of the fruil
to some extent, and it is importanl
that the work be done thoroughly at
this time when help for thinning in
Summer is so scarce. 'Too severt

runing, with a view to shaping up @
ong-neglected tree, must also be pre:
vented, and in all it will he fount
that a man with a proper knowledgt
of the business on the ground will dc
more good by directing two or three
willing but ignorant workers, than i’
he would try to hasten progress by
going and doing some hand-work him
:elm and neglecting to watch his as.

istants closely. 1f only two men are
engaged .the experienced one, should
work on the same tree as the ama:
feur, so as to be able to watch him
closely. ;
* he main object of pruning is bt
produce & larga crop of good quality
fruit well colored, but to galh thie
#nd it 1s first necessary to have #
well-balanced tree, so thinned out in
the head that plenty of light and air
can enter to ripen the fruit and keef
it in healthy condition.  Minor ob
jects are the keeping of the growth
down to a level at which the fruft
can be harvested easily and the treeg
gprayed without excessive
‘pumping power.  Tapping back tie
leading branch tends to make the lo

{8 to spare in the orchard.

of the rope is

use of

wer branches more vigorous and to
spread the top so that it will take
full advantage of such space as there

the teagher's guestions.

and develop the child’s power of inl
tiative he must be required to invent
ways and means of doing his mental
e more and more

-halpf M [versity was on
selthelpmul and eéit-reliant as his odu {;;8(\ uj?xls'tesrﬂ}v'md at a railway station!should he made just ahead of a bud

rendy to board the train which would
carry him back to his work, when e
had half an hour to bw'm’:.
A bO; him waiting came Drisk-
Oy a1 o @ shoeshine. The
' his diversfon would
ime and agreed. Be-
operations on the pru-
tessor's boots the boy laid a hook

work and so

cation 'proceeds.
S0 much for this talk,

th
the teac!

est, create an appetite,

,teularly op the kindergarten stago in

e child's lite. What mhe‘pmt;;:
er must set myelf to

form when z&: ohild starts to school iy up and

1t 18 this: must stimulate r

of the pupil for knowledge, so ingraft

that interest that there becomes in

To preserve

'baulns pat-
ound he

inter.
mind|

[n' elp pass. the

the
s fore startini

go fortunate as many of our boys of
today) who was filled to runnihg over
with this  self-active spirit we are

ut. A fessor of a lead-
g Ao s a vacation and

All' crogs-branches in the tree should
he removed and no two should be al-
lowed to touch, and if one side of
the tree is hbeginning to outgrow the
other it should be headed back. Cutg

pointing in the direction that fulure
growth {8 desived. The tools neces
sary to meet ths varlous conditlons
of size of wood and its distance from
reach are a pair of hand-sheats, n
pair of long-handled shears and @
good sharp medium-get saw. Wheve
many young trees are to be pruned

found ‘best in the hands of one who
knows how to use it as it will give
the smoothest cut and will allow of
cutting being close Lo _the limb. In
all cases cuts should be made as
close as possible to the limb to be
left, as long stubs are liable to rot,
which may eventually reach the
heart of the tree.

THE DEHORNING OF CATTLE

The dehorning of cattle can be sat-
tsfactorily performed without other
apparatus or instruments than a good
strong clothesline and a clean sharp
meat saw or a miter saw with a rigid
back.
controlling thel animal is just as ap-
plicable when flehorning clippers are
to be used as when the horns are to
be removed with the saw. The head
of the animal i8 secured to the horiz-
ontal rail or sttinger which holds the
upper ends of the stanchion boards.
The animal is put in the stanchion in
the usual manner; then one end of a
heavy clothesline is passed around
the upper part of the neck and tied in
a knot that will not slip, otherwise it
will choke the animal. The free end
ow carried between the
horns, up an over the horizontal
stanchion rail, then down underneath
the neck and up over the top of the
stanchion rail to an assistant, who
should hold it firmly. Now open the
stanchion, allowing the animal to
withdraw its head; then, keeping the
rope tight, pass it once around the
muzzle, up and gver the stanchion rail
and through the front again to the
hands of the assistant, who should
stand 3 or 4 feet in front of the ani-
mal and hold the rope firmly, but pre-
pared to release it when told to do so
by the opérator.” The animal is now
ready for the dehorning operation.
1t is necessary that the rope be held
by an assistant, as in the event of
the animal struggling during the op-
eration so as to throw itself off its
feet, or if there appears to be danger
of ils choking, the rope may bhe slack
ened promptly the word of .the op-
erator and the apimal partly released.
This, however, i§ rarely necessary for
as soon as the ghead is secured the
operator should) be ready, standing
at the right shgulder of the animal,
with his saw, anjd proceed to saw off
first the right and then the left horn.
it is a good plah before commencing
the real work to experiment upon an
animal on the matter of control by
‘ying the head tothe stanchion rail as
described. 3

If the stanchian rail is too wide Lo
permit of properly securing the lower
part as well as the upper part of the
animal’s head the turn of the rope
around the muzz§p may be omitted.
and the last lap? of the rope carried

~around the stanchion rail to the front

and to the hands of the assistant.
Care should be taken that the rope
pass each time qver the meck ol the
animal to the stanchion rail between
the horns in sugh a way that ‘it will
not interfere with the work ol the
saw, &

The horns should be severed from
a guarter to half inch bhelow where
the skin- joins the base of the horn,
cutting from the back toward the
front. B

If the cut is made too high an irreg
ular, gnarly growth of horn is very
apt to follow. It will be sen fhat the

point of union of the skin and horn

varies in different cattle; hence there
can be no rule of measurement, ex-
cept as the eye becomes trained to
see the point or line at which the cut
should be made. In the beef breeds
tully one-half inch of skin, all around,
is usually taken off with the horn.

Instruments for Dehorning

In recent years, 'since dehorning
shears or clippers have come into use,
this means of dehorning is consider-
ed by some cattle owners to he pre-
favable, especially where large num-
bers of cattle are to be dehorned.
One type of dehorning has a station-
ary knife blade, with its cutting edge
shaped like a very. wide V, and op:
posing this another knife of similar
shape, moving in a sHde, so that the
cutting edges cul the horn from all
four sides at once, all the edges pas-
sing the center at the same time.
Another type has a movable knife
with one oblique has a movable knife
and the cutting is done in one direc-
tion only. The power for cutting with
these instruments is supplied by pull-
ing together handles, which, in order
to transmit a greater force, are gen:
erilly so construtced that they act
through the medium of a series of
cogs.

In deiorning with these instru-
ments the opening between the cut
ting edges should be slipped down
over the horn and the knives cloged
8o that their adges set firmly against
the horn in such a position that the
cut: will be made in the right place
and in the right direction. The bl:des
should be kept covered with a thick
oil or grease. The handles should be
drawn together with™ a quick, firm,
strong pull, so that the horn will be
completely severed by the first act
and without twisting. Care should be
taken to keep the blades sharpened
on their original bevel.

Treatment After Dehorning

It is not ushal to apply any prepa.-
ation after the operation of dehorn-
ing to prevent blecding, as the loss
of blood is not sufiicient, as a rule, to
be of consequence. Care shoull be
taken, however ,to prevent substsnces
from getting into the openings left
hfter the horns are removed. The
horn cores ape elongations of the fron-
tal bones of the skull, and are hol
fow. - They communicate with {ho
frontal sinuses, or air spaces, oi the
head; therefore foreign substancesor
fragments of horn which act as an ir
ritant in these cacities are apt to sel
up Inflammation, resulting in the for
mation of pus or an abcess, whici
may prove quite serious,
is of infrequent occurrence, but would
appear mq‘#‘e jable to happen

on account of

an ocgurrence

oided.

a first-rate pruning knite will = he

The ‘sane simple medns forj and hay and one pound of cottonseed

This teouble

when
the dehorning lnstruments are use,|the
D their tendency . to|and shanks are drawn upon to make
crush, especially in the cage of oll
animals, whereas the saw cuts clean.
L1f proper care is taken, however, such|or
following dehorning
may in almost gvery {nstance be av-| fades, varies with the breeding, vital

QOccasionally animals after being de-|shanks fade slowly, while light yel-
hornéd and turned out of the stable low shanks fade. rapldly. Hens con-
will rub their heads against a dirt or{find {o sma’ll vardg and not supplied

gravel bank or the rough bhark of a
tree, and foreign . material may thus
get into the cavities, though usually
the soreness of the parts is suflicient
to prevent this.

NO_ TAINTING FROM TURNIPS
Regarding the feeding of turnips Lo
milch cows, my experience in feeding
a limited quantity, say, from 15 to 25
pounds per day in two or tiree feeds
is that they will not taint the flayor of
milk says a writer in the Canadian
Country-man.
They should, however, be fed with
other feed, such as chaff or cut straw

!

meal and two pounds oil cake a day,
in two feeds. One and one-half pounds
to 2 pounds cotton seed meal in two
teeds without oil cake is all right, and
will not affect the miik flavor.

At present 1 feed cut corn fodder,
dry, and wheat and oat chaff, and
from 15 to 20 pounds turnips in two
feeds morning and evening, with 5 to
6 pounds of rolled oats and chopped
barley about 5 pounds, and from 2 to
3 pounds oil cake, and a little bran in
2 feeds, to my fresh milch cows.
feed in proportion to old milkers or
those nearly dry. [ also fill their
mangers with oats and wheat straw
twice a day.

They get a little hay at noon, and
we have no trouble with tainting the
milk in feeding turnips, but if turnips
are fed, say 36 to 40 lbs., or evea a
little more, with not much else except
straw and a little chaff, you are liable
to taint the milk flavor.

while before or after milking, that is
only theory. I think also that turnips
will produce more milk than mangles
at the same proportion. Mangleg are
better  for hogs than turnips they
relish them more.
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choosing the laying hen. One writer

feathers that grow on the head at the
side of the comb. If these feathers
¢url up and are inclined to point for-
ward, the hen is a good layer. If they
lie smooth and close to the head, the
hen is a poor layer.”

Another writer says: “The layer
carries a high tail, and stands high
in front with her back not on a level
and the rear parts not higher than
the front.” Such observations can
count for but little in the selection
of layers, since there are no facts to
back up the assertions. The only pos
itive method of selecting laying hens
is' by means of the trap nest. This
method, however, 18 practically out
of reach of the average farmer, but
experiment stations have aided in
this vegard by frapnesting” » large
number of hens and observing the
characteristics of the hens that lay.
I this way one ig able to secure good
results without being put to all the
work of trap-nesting the Rock

The following methods are based
on results of observations made on
trapnested hens by Prof. } G
pin, of Wisconsin.

The hens that are off the roost first
in the morning and last to go to roost
at night, are generally good layers
The reason for this is simple. 1f they
requite just food enough to supply
the wear of the body, it will not take
long to secure it; but if they are good
egg manufacturing machines, a large
supply of food is necessary.

This method was tried by a farmer
with a large flock. He had 250 hens
and wanted to reduce the number to
hD, as that was the capacity of his
poultry house. Of course, he did not
want to sell his best laying hens Lo
the butcher. How could he pick ouf
the hens that would lay during (he
winter? He was told of this method
and so he closed the door of the hen
housge after the first 150 hens had left
in the morning. Jt was successful fo
he got practically the same number
of eggs with 100 hens less. Another
plan quite similar to this is to visit
the coop at night and feel of .the
hen’s crop, the one with Tull erop is
the active laying hen.

The appetite of the hen is an in
dication of her productive capacily
Those with good appetites will meet
the feeder at the door, and, if at all
tame, may hop on o the food bask
et. They will scratch the litter about
the pen in a vigorous way in search
of hidden grain and will ‘be heard (o
sing contentedly as they work.

Glood layers usually have hright
eyes, full-sized red combs that are pli-
able and inclined to be slippery. The
comb generally shrinks, becomes
hard, light colored, and rough when |
laying ceases. The skin on a laying
hen is susually smooth, oily and pli-
able. A wide, pelvic arch is also an
indication of laying. Laying hens us
uslly have loose bowels,  but this is
largely due to the ration. A hen in
clined to be constipated is nol get
ting a good laying vation. It has been
noticed that hens with crow heads,
that is, long peaked heads, are ol
dom good layers. The same is true of
hens that are unusually long legged.

Late moulting hens ave the hest
layers. Repeated tests show thal
heavy producing hens moull late and
rapldly. This, it applied in' October
and November, is the most important
test of all. Late moulting hens have
been discarded by many farmers who
think that the early moulters are the
winter layers. Barly moulting hens
arve usually the winter drones.

Prof. Warren, of Cornell, uses e
color of the ghank in selecting the
winter layers on his ' large poultry

farm. This method ean he nsed oniy
when yellow gkinned varieties are
kept. A heavy laying lhen needs so

much yellow coloring matter to color
volk of the eggs that the skin

up the deficlency, cansing the feet to
become pale or almost white in col

The degree to which the coler

ity, fé&d and fange Orange coloted

and devoured it
With regard to feeding turnips ul| the

hear ‘about Jesus get any further than
their ears.
anything about these things."
satan seeing his chance comes with

temptation. and  steals the =zced and
there is no harvest.
“Stony Ground.—Nol strewn  with

stones, but ground where the under

- *
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bbb bbd bbbk hbddddd| wilh green leeds, usnally have feet
A < b H | which tade repidly, Weak or sick
T_"_'E LA[’”:‘(‘ HEN AND (-'”A”_/'\(' birds frequently = lose the color of
ERISTICS THAT BETRAY HER | iy)oir shanks. Therefore, it is neces-
e g sary (o usc this method with caut

A great deal has been said aboul| jo,:

on the subject says:“Notice the short| o
creamy or yellowish ear lobes before
layving begins,
few eggs have been produced. At the
been
red . lobed

laying.

WHEN

or indications of a

shell egg, not the one that eats it.
avate pen fov fat
that will take to fat, even,of the same
Hal. | varviety, same age and on the same
start your trouble. If unabie to catch

night, while on their perch. Take one

SONDAY SCHOOL LESSON

(Mark 4:1-8; 14-20.)

“Take heed therefore how ye hear.”
—J.uke 8:18.—Golden Text.

Jesus had requested his disciples to
have a hoat ready for his use (chap’
3:9), and today we find him in it, on
the edge of a quiet sea, with a sloping
shore on which were a vast multitude
of peopie

Jesus adopted the method ol teach-
ing by parables or stories, because in
that way spiritual lessons could be
presented so that ‘each hearer might
get the truth in proportion as he was
in heart condition to receive. The
reason why it was not given some to
know the mystery of the kingdom was
that they were not wiliing to receive
the truth concerning it.

Sowing in Palestine wag at the time
of our Lord and still is done by hand.
In Palestine all farmers live in vil-
lages for safety and society, and many
have to go some distance to reach
their fields.

Four Kinds of Ground

“By the Wayside," on the beaten
pathway by which the people walked
through the grain. This ground Jesus
likens to indifferent and careless hear-
ers who have become hardened by re-
fusing to think or care about -what
they hear concerning their relations
to God. The fowls of the air came
“Satan taketh away
word that was sown in  their
lhearts.” They do not let what they

They say. “I do not care
Tnen

Some strains of Leghorns and oth
white .ear lobed breeds have

Tests at the Connec
ticut Experiment Station show that
the ‘ear lobes become white after g

Wisconsin Experiment Station ‘it has
noticed that the color of the
face and often of the ear lobes of the
hreeds fades during heavy

HENS EAT EGGS GET
AFTER FAT BIRDS

To overcome the egg eating trou-
ble, vou should act in the heginning.
Ag soon as you discover a wet. nest
possible broken
and eaten egg in your flock, get busy,
try to trap the hen that lays the soft

All up-to-date hreecaers have a sep
hens. There are al
ways a few hens in a flock -as a rule

These fat hens must be culled
They are the .cnes that

feed.
themselves.

them on the nest, go over them at

at a time and go over them carefully.
You can’t help but find the fat ones.
The first thing to do after separat-
ihg the overly fat ones from the re
mainder of the flock, is to place them
in a stall that is sufficiently large to
afford plenty of exercise and light.
The foor should be covered with
clean, dry litter to the depth of fen
to twelve inches. This grain should
be fed in this litter. It should cou
sist of half wheat, the other half oats
and buckwheat equal paris,fed in the
litter in the worning: regulate guan-
tity according to the number of heng
you have, or abont two ounces per
head per day.

Noon meal should consisl of green
food, sprouted oats, or vegetables
shredded. Have bran before them at
J1 times, also grit, shell and char-
coul Twice a week for two weeks
add one tablespoontul of Epsom salts
to each quart of water you place bhe
fore them. Dissolve the salts the
night, before in a cup of water.Throw
a few oyster shells on the floor every
day in addition to what you feed in
the fodder. Cut the corn ‘out during
this treatment, Try to reduce the fat.
As soon as the weather permits put
them back in their regular pens and
let, thewm get outside. Make them
work all you possibly can for what
feed they get and 1 will assure you
that the hens will lay good, hard
shelled eggs, and plenty of - them.
The eoggeaters have now disappeared

Some of our big breeders cull out
all birds inclined to flesh up easy
and prepare them for market. As a
rule they will never lay very many
oggs al their best.

In cases where hens have been'ne-
glected and egg eating has been go-
ing on for some time, and where the
whole flock has forme! the habit,
there i4 but one course (o take, Dark-
e your nests and keep the hens husy
digging for something fo eat. Feed
little and often in litter, and as soon
ax weather will permit, let them gc
ontside. Soon they will [orget.

The experienved poultrymnn is sel
dom bothered in this direction, as he
is on the lookout constantly.

A stiteh in time {8 worth nine, and
ogrs are ‘oo expensive for hens to
ent,

11 g usually more satisfactory to
@all the birds alive, but in some cases
L3.te results can be obtained by
dresing them.

Always kill by bleeding through the
roof of the mouth, ov, rather, bleed

Farmers. Dairymen, Horsemen

lying rock is close to' th&: !

and
covered only with “a thin 5 of
earth, This seed would o up
quickly beeause it had mo depth. But

the hot sun would soon “wither it; for
it would have no moisture from be-
low. These are hédrérs who are im-
pressionable and coma to & fon
without due comsidera re-
ceive the word with egs} | they
see only the joyous side ok’
and when affiiction or. te:
come, they become discouras
despondent and fall awdy &8
as they received. The first enthusi-
asm gone they have not a | -hold.
The seed has fallen ot * soll,
and before its roots go very ‘they
strike a stony layer of sel eds,
and when the Hearér finds that he
must deny himself, he at once gives
up and there is no harvest. )
“Sown Among Thorns.””—These are
the hearers who are oscupidd-with

.| other things that they haye nv time

or place in their lives for Jesus. The
s0il may be deep and rich enough for
a bountiful growth, but the' » and
thorns are already growing, t0e 'num-
erous and vigorous to allew the grains
to take root. Such seed as does come
up will be choked by the'thorns that
it will only grow for a .time, sickly
and weak, and will bear no crop.
Earnest followers of Jesus might these
people become if only they would
make room in their hearts for .. the
word. ' The cares of the world, the
desire for pleasure, and the deceittdl-
ness of riches are some of the thoris
whicli choke the good seed in these
people’s hearts, 4!
He, who suffers from  tiin worlEs
cares, permits his interest in merg)
worldly affaits to so absorb his titde
and thought that he gradually g f
to give attention to the vital congéras
of the soul. The great weed of World-
liness robs the seed’ of truth of every-
thing that would cause it to grow,
and it never becomes moreé than 'a
sickly, fruitless, choked things. ° .
“Deceitfulness of Riches.” “The pos-'
session of wealth may be # curse to
the rich, and the search—the rdce«=-
after riches may be a curse to the
avaricious, and worldly. The unwary
are deceived; for riches promise what
they cannot give, and they sometimes
draw away. the heart from.the treas-
ure in heaven, which alone can truly
enrich and satisfy forever. How many
trusting in riches, have failed of the
kingdom! .
“Good Ground."'—Mellow, deep,’ fréee
from weeds. Theré is only ofie evi-
dence of hearing the word rightly.
That evidence is to bear fruit. Luke
says, “they hold fast and bring forth
fruit and patience.” Thelr acceptance
of the word 1s what dtstingnishes thie
the hearers represented by the good
ground. Not hardened like the way-
side hearers, firm in deciding .to. ag-
cept and firm in holding fast, unlike
the stony ground hedarers and .frée
from the love and desire of worldly
things which make the thorny groutd
hearers uniruitful they bear a boun.
tiful harvest. 3 b
There is a life that bears a great
harvest of happines and helgmluq?.
This hearer does not let seifishness or
cowardice scorch out the lite ot the
seed. He does not let indifference
permit it to. be snatched away.. He
cares loo much about Jesus to 'let
other - things crowd out his friend -
ship for him. And 8o thé seéed grows.
day by day, into a great harvest of
happy, helpful living. iy

What kind of soil does- the good
seed ‘find 4s it drops into our hearts?
The quality of the soil dependg ot
the amount of interest we have ‘in
Jesus' teachings.

I have in mind a superb youn
man who became interested in réli-
glous things. He received the seed
in a good and honest heart, and he
would have been a power in the gol-
lege life of which he was a part. But
he began to let other things come
first—athletics, social affairs, frater-
nity interests; and soon his: religious
influence in the college was nil. :
He dropped out of Y.M.C.A. out of
church going, and Bible study, ant
soon, every one of the seven days of
the week was full of his own plans.

| knew a young woman of wealth
and culture and leisute whose  heart
was touched and who fett the mighty
appeal of Christian service. She had
every gift needed for such’ a carepr.
She heard the personal call and en-
tered into some departments of wotk,
biit she was unwilling to give up .i_o
cial life. There engagements not
wrong in themselyes soon drew hér
away from all the blessed ministriés
to which she had pledgéd hersslf.
Soon they were all dropped, d'slie
became again just & society Wi ah.
She tried to quiet her consciesice mh
the declaration that none of thé things
which kept her busy frou m’ofnlng
till night, were wrong: But in hé‘_
heart was unrest. S
There is a proverb which says:
“The good is the enemy 'of . the
best.” : - tighhe
Even good things, if they keep. i
from the best, may be thorss wlilch
choke the seed. o X B
OB 3
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2y
Tells women how to dry up a corn’so
it 1ifts out without pain o
Modern . higirheeled footwear .
les the toes and produses oorti.'
many of the thousande of . hospi
cases of finfection and Wekjaw
the result of woman's suicidal
of trylng to cut away these pa
pests. % A
For little cost there can Be o
ed at any pharmacy & quuher

| A
i
cunce of a drug called lmabn;hw ¢

.

g1
Wy

i« sufficient to rid oné's feet. of eve
hard or soft cors or 55 |
the slightest danger or ftonvenis
A few drops appled.
the tender, aching ¢ofn

=

through the mouth by cutting the
jugulas vein, which is situated back
of the throat, after which the bird is
kllled by plercing the brain. This is
¢oné by Ingerting a strong, DnArrow
blade into the glit in the roof of the

brain, giving the blade a half turn to

make the effect doubly sure,

‘outh and thrusting It back into the' surrounding tissae of skig. Cb

“sfops ' the
soreness and shortly the entw? aden;
rool and afl, Mfts right out: ‘tl .a

, stitky  substanve, iel
| woment it fu & {ad, a
of men and wornen {1se it bec
corn shrivels up 01
out inflaning or even

out and try it if your corng hothe
you, “ i
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