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Allies Win Biggest Victory In New Guinea Area

Enemy’s

Air

Losses Serious

Some Reinforcements Landed At
Lae At Enormous Cost.

. A
) (By C. Yates McDaniel, Associated Press Staff Writer)

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS IN

AUSTRALIA, Jan, 11—(Monday)—

(AP)—Allled planes pounding the fleeing Japanese convoy off Lae, New
Guines, have scored hits on two more ships, the high command reported

today,

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, AUSTRALIA, Jan 10—(AP)—Remnants
of a shattered Japanese troop convoy have reached Lae on the north

New Gyjinea coast, but the reinforcements were

made at the ocost of 138
d and three+troop-laden

transports
ight it today,

Capt. Beckett
Promoted To
Rank Of Major

o th
Beckett, Charlottetown, PEI; T.
Cail MacWilliam, Ford's Mills, N.B.

Major Beckett, who 8 a native
of Montreal was manager of the
Prince Edward Island Trust Co. in
this city for three years before the
of war, He is a graduate in
law from McGill University.

He has been on military service
since the outbreak of war, servin;
first as Adjutant with the P.EIL
Highlanders.

In November, 1041 he was sent
overseas from his unit to take a
Commando course which he com-
pleted in March, 1942,

He then volunteered as & Para-
trooper and was posted at Prince
George, B.C., and later at Helena,
Montana.

Four months ago while taking his
training he suffered a broken leg
but recovered-from this injury and
two months later received his par-
achute B =

He was recently given command
of the 2nd Canadian Parachute
Battalion In Montana. #

His wife and child reside “in
Charlottetown, Mrs. Beckett was
formerly Miss Evelyn MacKenzle,
daughter of Mrs. (Rev.) J. W. Mac-
Kenzie of this city.

Italian Casualties
Given For December

NEW' YORK, Jan. 10 —(AP) —
The Ttallans today reported mill-
tarv casua'ties of 6,448 men in Dec-
ember—including 1.449 killed, 2,933
wounded and 2,068 missing—with
more men dving in guerilla warfare
and from other causes in the Bal-
kans and other occup'ed lands
than fel in Russia.

The largest toll, according to
Berlin hvnadragts nf Rnme fionres,
was in North Africa, with 492 kill-
ec, 1,027 wounded and 3968 miss‘ng.

Coming Events

**School Concert Middleton Hall,
Monday, January 11th, 1-11-11.

**Dance in. French ' River Hall
Wednesday, Jan. 13. 1-11-11

**Hockey practice, East Royalty]
rink tonight, Skate after, 1-11-11

**New Wiltshire
meets gt Brookfleld,
January 13th at 2.30.

**Annual Meeting Argyle Rural
Telephone Co, Bonshaw Hall, Janue

ary 11th, 2 P, M.
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yed, p y yed or damag
sunk in & three-day running battle with Allled bombers and
was d

The smashing blow dealt to the
enemy in stubborn efforts to rein-
force their Lae ison was de-
scribed in ‘an ed air force re-
port as the ‘“biggest, most remark-
able” of the New Guinea cam-
paign.

Gen, Douglas MacArthur com-
mented that “the enemy’s alr losses
over the last three days in. this
ares may be regarded as serious.”

of the Japanese fight-
ing planes which swarmed out
in relays hmt.rﬁ to protect the
o) f y 10 ships llll'd

y

y
two others, was &md officlally
at 85 planes definitely destroy-
ed, 29 probably destroyed and
19 damaged. In tion to the
three  Japanese rts
sunk by American bombers, at
least three others < were de-
clared to have been badly
smashed.

Twin-engined  Lockheed Light-
ning - fighters, fast becoming ‘' the
scourge of southwest Pacific skies,
were credited with destroying or
probably destroyln%e at least 50
Japanese Zero fighters, while Cur-
tiss Kittyhawk P-40s played an
almost equal part in plﬁn« up the
fantastic aerial score.

Allled air

were not re-
vealed, but a esman described
them as negligible compared %
those of the enemy.

Friday Biggest Day

The alr battle over the convoy
reached its. crescendo on the
third day, Friday, when 58 Japan-
ese planes weré put out of action,
30 destroyed outright.

* Throughout. the three furious
days, while fighter planes were
locked in combat in_the upper air,
American hea' Flying Fortress
and Liberator bombers and the
lighter marauders, Billy Mitchells
and Beauforts swept in against
the concentrated fire of six Jap-
anese - warships to spew their ex-
plosives on the dodging twisting
convoy.

So heavy was the aerial traffic
over the ships that at times Al-
lied fighters were unable to swoop
low enough to carry out strafin
attacks, the Allled announcemen!
sald. Bven after the Jap convoy
reached Lae the aerlal assault
.continued, There was no estimate
of the number of enemy troops who
survived, )

Reduce Arts
Courses In
Universities

By JOHN DAUPHINEE
(Canadlan Press Staff Writer)
OTTAWA, Jan. 10 — (CP)

Cazada's University leaders at an
all-day conference Saturday drafted
a wartime progm for eir in-
stitutions which, one Kokwmn
e inber of Shudenia
uction’ :
taking the so-called “liberal arts”
ourses.

While detalls of the program were
— at any rate it
alteration as the

Tt
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"bnnd capa/

mi .

pulsory military for
mcii{':n .cuﬁ'.tmb.“ will be continued

. {on its presen

Ration-Banking Plan
Starts In U.S. Soon

, 10—~(AP) —
iy of the
am, intend-
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Blame C.P.R.
For Wreck At
Almonte, Ont.

Coroner’s Jury Places
No Blame On Train
Crews.

By JAMES McCOOK
Canadian Press Staft Writer

ALMONTE, Ont.,, Jan. 10 —(CP)
—Blame for the Dec. 37 train wreck
which took 36 lives in this Lanark
County town hag been placed “en-
tirely” on the Canadian Pacific
Railway Company by a five-man
coroner’s jury.

The verdict was hancded down
Saturday afternoon, The jury de-
liberated three hours.

It gave three reasons for blam-
ing the O.P.R. for the disaster,
which occurred when a troop train
ran into the rear of a Pembroke-
Ottawa local standing in Almente
Station, plowing through three
wooden coaches jammed with holi-
day travellers:—

1. There was no telegraph op-
erator on duty at Pakenham, Ont,
between Arnvorior, Ont, and Al-
monte, and the troop tran had no
way of knowing the local wn.ﬂos-

cesses.

hold or seriously distort the facts.
. L] *

their side.

2.There wag no protective signal
at a “most dancerous curve” at
the entrance to Almonte;

8. A green signal licht showing
abovs Almonte Station gave the
troop-train engineer the impression
that he could proceed; Whereas if
the signal ha¢: been red—accord-
ing to the testimony of the enginee:
and -his fireman—the. .troop  train
could have been stopped

The jury sald in its verdict that
it p'aced “no blame whatever on the
crews” of the trains involved in
the wreck, but expressed belief an
effort could have been made from
Smiths Falls, Ont, end of the
division, to call an operator at
Pakenham and Almonte to advise
them the troop train was gaining
on the local, R

(During the hearing of evidence,
B.O. Heintz, dispatcher on duty
at Smiths Falls on the night of
the wreck, testifled the troop train
had been informed at Arnprior that
the local train was ahead. He said
that after the Pembroke-Ottawa
local—had -left - Arnprior there was
no way of telling its speed until
it reached Almonte. He said that if
the troop tra'n hac¢ maintained its
schedule it would have reached
Almonte at 8:45 p.m. whereag the
Almonte collision was reported at
8:40 p.m.)

With its findings as to the rea-
sons for the coliision, the five-man
Jjury made four reccmmendations
“fo prevent the occurrence of a
similar catastrophe and to safe-
guard the trawelling public, espec-
fally under wartime conditions”:—
1, A telegraph operator should
be kept “on steady duty” at Paken-
am;

2. An automatic station-protect-
fve signal should be installed im.
mediately west of Almonte;

3. A standing order should be
issued putting iInto effect a 25-mile
an-hour speed limit through Al-
monte, and this order should be
“strictly enforced” by the railroad;
. The “block-signal” ‘device at
Almonte 8tation should be changed
to give protection to the standing
trains.

By its verdict the jury enonerat-
ed John C. Howard, conductor of
the troop train, from any respon-
sibility for the wreck, Howard’s
body was fouxnd in the Rideau
River mnear his Smiths Falls home
last Wednesday, and at that time
Smiths Falls volice sald he had
committed suicide, apparently bve-
oause of mental strain occasioned
by the wreck and the fear he might
konheld responsible for the  colli-

Island Airman
Is Commissioned

OTTAWA, Jan, 8 — (CP) — R.
0.A.F. Headquarters announced to-
night that 14 pilots, elght navigat-
ors and 13 wireless operator air-

ing t'me’ because of bad ,, Tot employ that weap
:10‘;."* crowds and a leaky engine| them,
ube:

War Situation Last Night

This has always been true of claims made by Tokyo,
the Japanese had things pretty much their own way. Back in the early
days of their China conquest they would frequently announce terrific
engagements with the Chinese air force, in which they destroyed 10, 12
or 20 planes and lost few if any of their own.

After Japan went to war with the United States, the list of inac-
ouracies grew swiftly to ludicrous proportions.

L L] - L] -

(By John M, Hightower, Associated Press War Analyst)

Official Axis war reports, never too reliable, may be expected to
become more untruthful in this year of prospective United Nations suc-

Some of the victories which the Axis forces are no longer able to
win in fact are almost certain to be created in fancy ahd dished out as
fact, and the reverses they meet are sure to be offset in propaganda
of Berlin, Rome and Tokyo by distorted reports.

L » . L] . .

even when

Berlin and Rome had a different record. During their land advances
in Europe, the Germans sometimes gave a more comprehensive account
of what was going on than could be had from Allied sources. Being on
the offensive they often knew better than their retreating opponents
what was happening, and being victorious they had no reason to with-

The Italians usually acknowledged blows dealt their sea forces by
British naval squadrons but tried to offset such setbacks with bombastic
boasts and threats and optimism about the inevitability of victory for

It is unlikely that the Germans or Italians will ever go to such
lengths as the Japanese in falsifying such official reports. But with
their controlled press and radio, false information is a weapon ready to
their hands and it would be surprising if the Nazis and Fascists did
more and more as the tides of war roll against

INTERNATIONAL
AT A GLANGCE

(By The Canadian Press)

RUSSIA — Russian armies close
about Caucasus railway - junction
City of Georgievsk; drive against
Rostov hurls back six Nazi counter-
attacks and presses forward:

NEW GUINEA — Allied bombers
hit two more Jap ships, pressing as-
ult on Jap convoy attempting to
f':nd reinforcements at Lae, New
Guinea.
WESTERN FRONT — R. A, F.
bombers smash at Essen in fifth at-
tack in seven nights on Ruhr in-
dustrial area.

NORTH AFRICA — American
bombers blast airport at Tripoll.

War—25 Year:
Ago Today

By The Canadian Press)

Jan. 11, 1918—Vice-Admiral R. J.
B. Keyes succeeded Vice-Admiral
R, Bacon as cammander of the

Admiralty, ‘Three British columns
pursued enemy forces from German
East Africa over the border into
Portuguese colonia) territory.

Anthracite Stl_'ike
Still “Up In Air”

WILKES BARRE, Pa. Jan. 10—
(AP)— The strike situation in the
Pennsylvania anthracite coal fleld
was “still up in the air” today with
no one in authority knowing wheth-
er 18,000 to 20,000 striking miners
will go back to work tomorrow.
The strikers, protesting what they
term an unjustified increase of 50
cents a month in Union Cues, were
to vote this afternoon and night
on a proposal to go back tomorrow
morning following an appeal yes-
terday by Lt.-Col. C B, Kerwood
of the war department.

Dover Patrol; reorganizationof the:

Essen Raided By
British Bombers

LONDON, . Jan. 10—(CP)—Essen,
site of the sprawling Krupp- works
which is Europe's largest arsenal,
was raided last night by
150 big British bombers, seven of
which were lost. It was the fifth
raid in seven
German industrial area
Rul

the

hr,

“Good results were seen,” the
Air Ministry said. L

The raid was one of the few re-
cently in which the weather was
clear. Extensive mine-laying o-%
erations were carried out
German-controlled waters.

4

lies in the heart of the great Ger-
man coal min district. Even in
peacetime, the upp works em-
ployed 35,000 workmen producm¥
uns, tanks and other war material,
ocomotives, freight cars, trucks,
farm machinery and the whole
gamut of heavy industry,

50th Attack

It was the 50th attack on Essen,
one of the previous belng & 1,000
plane raid.

With the 1948 bombing campaign
less than three weeks old, the
rising’ crescendo of blasting on
Axis arsenals indicates that Bri-
tain and United States have pro-
duced enough planes and trained
enough crews to blast the enemy
on & steadily rising scale. Only 17
planes have been lost, including
seven U.S. bombers over St. Nazaire,
in the total of six large raids this

year,

Weather Bad

Although today’s activities were
the most intense of several days,
cold, bad icing conditions and poor
visibility the past week have pre-
vented operations on the usual

scale. .

Sir Stafford Cripps, Minister of
Alrcraft Production, told workers
in ‘a factory making four-motored
Lancasters, however, that Germany
and Italy are about to undergo the
heaviest air assaults yet. Presum-
ably he meant these would be
heavier than even the 1,000-bomb-
er raids of early summer. Weather
alone he said, accounts for the
break in operations in the last
two months,

The Germans continued their

radic daylight attacks on Bri-
:E;: coastal areas today, Ome_ en-
emy oraft was reported to have

been shot down into the sea by
Brlafsh fighters off the southwest
coast.

Bombs oaused some damage u:;} I

casualties, a small number
which were fatal, a communique
sa

o————

gunners have been
ilot officers in the field overseas
or meritorious services,

‘Those commissioned includes:

Prince Edward Island — Fit. Sgt.
Kenneth Haldane Dalton, Burton.
sor.f&v‘s, gct Patrick

ames
'ward

th, Metis Beach; Flt, Sgt. Her-

He was & (fitter-engineer's

rine.
mate.
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L OTTAWA, Jan. 10 —(CP)— The

First Mail In
Weeks Dropped
On Entry Island

Planes from Maritime Centra
A.irways here made four mum}
trips o the Magdalen Islands yes-
terday, carrying there a total of
5,300 pounds of mail and 10 pas-
sengers. On return trips 400
?ife (xinau and 11 passengers were car-

Two planes were used, one a De
Haviland Rapide and the other &
Boeing. Capt. Carl Burke flew the
Rapide, operating with ski equip-
rcré%?t A:}?rllel é}gr%on Gray and Vin-

€| ad the Boein i
used wheels. EIE LTS

The first mail for more than six
weeks reached the inhabitants of
Entry Island yesterday when Capt.
Burke circled lxgw and tossed out
300 pounds of thall There is no
good landing place there. Mail is
usually taken across by small boat
from other Islands in the group but
now ice conditions make the trip too
hazardous.

Landings were made at both
Grindstone and Amherst Islands.

One of the passengers yesterday
was Dr. J.S. Ledwell of Charlotte-
town who remained at the Islands
overnight. He is expected to return
the next trip, probably today or
Tusday. Dr. Ledwell had several
cases to treat at the Islands, it was
understood,

In addition to mswnfers and
mail two engines and two pro-
pellers were flown to the Magdalens
vesterday for a Beechcraft plane
damaged slightly when it broke
through the ice in December. Tt is
blocked up awaiting good ice for a
take-off. !

Tt was expected last night the re-
paired machine might be flown
;here today or Tuesday’

Commission
OnSteel Workers
Pay Reports

majority report of a (three-man
royal commission investigating rates
of pay at Sault Ste. Marle, Ont,
and Sydney, N.S., steel plants re-
commended tonight that there

maintenance men.

The commission, however, recom-
mended overtime at the rate of
time and a half for the seventh
day where it was found necessary
for employees to work a seven-day
week. g

Mr. Justice F.H, Barlow of the

misston chairman, and James T.
Stewart of St. Thomas, Ont., pre-
sented the majority report.

J. King Gordon, the third mem-
ber. in a minority report, recom-
mendec: that the present basic rates
of 50 1-2 cents per hour at Sault
Ste Marie and 52 1-3 cents per
hour at Sydney — both included
cost-of-llving bonus—should be in-

The commission inquired into
wage rates at the plant of the
Algoma Steel Corporation, Ltd., at
the Sault and the plant of the
Dominion Steel and Coal Corpor-
ation, Ltd., at Sydney, Employees
at both plants had ~asked that
:gges be increased to 55 cents an
T,

Nazi Ammunition
Depot Blows Up

STOCKHOLM, Jan. 10 — (AP) —
A huge German ammunition depot
at Joeme in Oslofjord has blown up |
and a large number of German
soldiers were believed, killed or in-
Jured, reports from Oslo, Norway,
sald tonight

Heavy explosions wers said to
have rocked the depot area, where
700 land mines were stored in ad-
dition to other ammunition.

The whole district was reported
isolated, with ambulances stream-
ing to and from the area for hours.
German police were sald to be ap-
perently convinced there was no
sabotage, and no reprisals against

Esse: should be no changt—in-basic-wagef—————
e T 'rabes, except in the case of some

Supreme Court of Ontario, com-| inp

creased to 55 cents, B

Bombers From

Believe Germans

| struck their first blow today
Tunisia.

and nearly all categories of

U.S. bombers from Tunisia.

(Coordinating with the U. S.
attack were day and night Royal
Air Force assaults on the African
Corps along a 180-mile stretch
between Tripol and the Wadd Zem-
Zem, where the British 8th Army
has been drawing up for attack.
Increasing German nervousness
and assertions from Berlin
that the British troops are pre-
paring for a full-scale attack were
reminiscent of the Axis reports a
few days before Glan. Sir Bernard
Montgomery renewed his offensive
recently at Hl Agheila.)

Many observers at headquarters
believe Tripoll itself is indefensible
and that Rommel must attempt to
withdraw into Tunisia along the
supply route on which Sousse,
Gabes and Sfax havé been consist-
ent targets.

These observors sald the concent-
rated allled air attacks Friday ap-
parently anticipated this move and
aimed to cut his supplies and weak-
:l his retreat before the 8th Army

The weathet deteriorated over
Tunisla egain today adding to the
mud  bogs Immobllizing ground
forces and keeping much of the
opposing air fleets on the ground
following the three United States
ralds on Bizerte Friday. This action
was coordinated - with the pound-
ing of the east coast positions,

By ROSS
(Canadian Press XVar Correspond-

ent) .
A NORTH AFRICAN PORT, Jan.
10 — (CP CABLE) — Far reaching
control by the British fleet now is
firmly established in the western
Mediterranean as the result of the
North African landings, and sea
supply routes to the Allied forces
Tunisia are being tenaciously
mweffocnvel g\glir%ed by powerful
y avy.

From the United Kingdom and
the United States, troops, tanks,
guns, vehicles and all the , vast
quantity of needed supplies’ are
reaching North Africa in convoyed
merchant ships

I came to this war zone aboard a

units from Britain, and saw Bri-
tish warships screen us from Gib-
raltar. With calm confidence the
navy audaciously shepherded us
along the hot spots of the Malta
convoy route which until a few
months ago was certain to involve
air attacks.

But the Royal Navy's grip on vast
sections of the Mediterrenean has
become so firm that I did not see a
shot fired in anger. The only air-
craft overhead were Allied patrols,
fighters and bombers.

Our convoy was only one of the
many the navy is getting through
and the outstanding manner in
which the North African sea routes
are being protected is a vital fea-
ture of the current campaign, The
scagniniz traffic is one of the most
emphatic first impressions here.
Along the coast and in a number
of ports I have seen British and
American shipping moving safely
with surprising unconcern over the
proximity of a  major battlefront
and enemy bases. Destroyers swarm
all over the place. The Italian navy
is not daring any major inter-
ference with {ts surface fleet against
the Allled military operations but
the submarine menace is ever pre-
sent and necessitates day and night

Norweglans were reported,

b

MALIFAX, Jan, 10 — (CP) —
Five men including Sqdn, Ldr. N.
E. (Molly) Small, one of the first
three fliers to win the D.F.C. on
this side of the Atlantic, have

re=

dead”

‘] sum
crash, the R.C.A.F, ann

R'C.A.F, also announced
five other fliers were killed in the
twm-enﬁme aireraft at
All aboard

G this
m.ﬁ:hme' based at Yarmouth, N.8.,

P e plane carrying Sadn. Ldr.
Small and six other men crashed a
few milés from an R.O.A.F. sta-

Well - Known Airman
Is Believed Lost

sea patrols.

tlon in Newfoundland. Two sur-

L his d
during a

. mander, bore all responsibility.

troopship carrying British combat | 1

Tunisia Raid
Tripoli Base

On Move Again

From Wadi Zem-Zem.

L}
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, NORTH AIRICA, Jan,
10—(AP)—United States medium bombers from Tunisia

at the Libyan base of Tripoli

in an extension of their campaign to slam shut the back
door to retreat in the face of Marshal Erwin Rommel, be-
lieved on the weary move again toward that port and

The Americans attacked an outlying airdrome, scoring
| direct hits and returned without loss.
Fighters from Tunisia have attacked Tripoli hefore,

planes have raided the port

from Libya and Egypt but today’s attack was the first of

The meeting of Allied bombers from the east and wes§
emphasized the squeeze being clamped on Rommel.

Report Von
Bock Urged
Nazi Retreat

Hitler In Violent Dis
agreement with Mil«
itary Officers.

By Edwin Shanke

Associated Press Staff Writer

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, Jan. 10—
(AP)—German Marshal Fedor vony
Bock, speaking for a number of
Gemman_generals who were alarmm
od the dangerous position of
the an es in the Oaue
casus as a result of the deve
Russian offensives, is I
Berlin to have urged Hitler
withdraw his lines while there
still time.

Neutral souirces just returned
s o on S S
formerly co. ler on
ingrad front who was relieved of
__apparent _disgrace
shakeup of the Germamn
command when the Naz{ armies
failed to take the city on the
Volgs, had returned to a command
at the front in November.

These sources did not know
where von Bock took charge but
they rted that he visited Hite
ler at his field headquarters and
declared that he and other office
ers he represented could no long-
er take responsibility for the
situation unless Hitler ordered &
retreat out of the Cauoasus.
Hitler was said to have gone inw
to a rage and ordered von Bocl
out of the headquarters after
stating that he, as supreme com=

Von Bock later was seen in Bere
these sources sald, but they
sald he since had dropped fromr
sight and 1 was not known
whether he had returned to the
front,

Rumors circulating in Stockholmy
said it was believed von Bock s
back on the Stalingrad front.

WoNDER IF
You HANE 10

MAKE, LOVE
COLLECE GIRLS

BY DECREES

High tide this afternoon atb 3.54
and tomorrow morning at 346,

Sun sets this afternoon at 530
and rises tomorrow morning at

837,
First quarter moon #n, 13, 343

am,
Summerside tide 18 minutes lat-
er than Charlottetown.

vivors of this crash, suffering only
from slight injuries and exposure,
have made their way to safety.

One of the top sub-busters in the
R'C.A.F., Sqdn. Ldr, Small was
awarded the D.F'C. in the New
Year's honors list. He received the
distinction with two other fliers —
first time the Cross has been grant-
ed for operations out of Canada.

Small was credited with five at-
tacks against submarines, three of
them successful, within the last
few months. His citation said he
showed courage In attacking sur-
faced submarines which carried

(Continued on page 8, Col %)

AR FERRY SERVICE
DSILY EXCEPT SUNUAY

From Borden—Leave 9.05 a.
1140 am, 2.00 pm., 4.30 pm. ';R
m..
n Leave Cape Tormentine — 10.3¢
am. 115 p.m, 305 pm, 545 pm.
8.15 pm.

DAILY AIR SERVICE

(EXCEPT SUNDAY)
Charlottetown- Summerside~

Moncton
Leave Cli-nzrololwtuwn 830 a m
12.30 p. m,, . m,
Arrrn Chnrlpouetown 1 »m
545 p. m, 7.05 p. m.

T0 BLOCK ROMMEL'S RETREAT
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