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The Tenth Province

After two months of conference and nego-
tiations, it is announced that the terms of union
between Newfoundland and the Dominion of
Canada will be signed today, between the hours
of 12 noon and 2 o'clock. This important cere-
mony is to take place in the Senate Chamber.
The date chosen is the anniversary of the West-
minster Statute of 1931 which recognized Can-
oda as a free and independent member of the
British Commonwealth of Nations.

While the specific terms of union will not
be made public until shortly before the signing
ceremony, it is understood that they will mean
o charge on the Federai Government of some
$15,000,000 a year.

As a Province of Canada Newfoundland
will be entitled to six seats in the Senate and
seven seats in the House of Canada. All Canada's
major political parties are likely to enter the
field, but, as in this Province, the traditional
tine-up of Liberal and Conservative will pre-
dominate.

In no Province is Newfoundland's entry into
Confederation more heartily welcomed than in
Prince Edward Island. The fact that we are both
islands gives us a common ground of under-
standing, but we have also had very close com-
mercial and other ties with the Ancient Colony,
and it is hoped these will be further cemented
by today’s ceremony.

Into matters of Maritime importance, New-
foundland will also be able to throw its weight
effectively—for after the ratification of today's
agreement there will be four, not three, Mari-
time Provinces. In such matters particularly as
transportation and decentralization of indus-
triadl and monetary control we should accustom
ourselves from now on to speak with one united
voice in Parliament.

Federal By-Elections

Polling takes place on Monday in Digby-
Annopolis-Kings, N. S., to fil the vacancy
created, in the House of Commons, by the resig-
nation of Rt. Hon. J. L. |llsley, who
has held the constituency for the Lib-
erals by large majorities ever since its crea-
tion by statute 15 years ago. The contenders
ore George C. Nowlan, K. C., Progressive Con-
servative, J. D. MacKenzie, Liberal, and Lloyd
Shaw, C.C.F. nominee. Ordinarily a win for the
Liberal candidate in a constituency consisting
of three traditionally Liberal counties could be
predicted with reasonable certainty, but a three-
cornered contest always has its doubtful fea-
ures. In the last election the vote show-
od the following results: lsley, L., 14,685;
Thomas, P. C., 10,108, Hanstord, C. C. F;
1,255; Fillmore, Farmer-Labor, 362. As the C.
C. F. vote in 1945 was less than 5 per cent of the
total, it may be reasonably assumed that the
real contest in the by-election lies between Mr.
Nowlan and Mr. MacKenzie.

Three other constituencies in which by-el-
ection battles are being waged are Carleton,
Ontario, where Mr. Drew is being opposed by a
C.C.F.-er and aSocial Crediter; Marquette, Mani-
toba, where the newly appointed Minister of
Justice, Hon. Mr. Garson, has a C.C.F. oppon-
ent in the person of Mrs. Earle Keating; and
Laval-Two Mountains, Quebec, where the Lib-
eral nominee, Leopold Demers, is fighting it out
with a Mationalist, Honere Desy, who calls him-
self the "Republican-For-Peace” candidate. The
Progressive Conservatives are not contesting
Marquette or Laval-Two Mountains. There is
one other vacency, for which the writ has not
been issued for the holding of the by-election,
Nicolet-Yamaska, vacated quite recently by
the death of the Libercl member. Polling s
scheduled for December 20 in Carleton, Mar-
quette and Laval-Two Mountains.

Summing up the prospects in these four
contests, an exchange predicts that Mr. Garson
should win with little difficulty in Marquette,
Mr. Drew with less difficulty in Carleton and
the Liberal candidate with perhaps consider-
oble difficulty in Laval-Two Mountains. The An-
napolis Valley fight looks like anyone's win, as
between the Progressive Conservative and Liberal
nominees.

In refraining from the Manitoba contest
the Progressive Conservatives are following an
old tradition, which makes it a rule to allow
Ministers of the Crown to be returned unopposed
in by-elections. For a similar reason the Liber-
ols are abstaining from the contest in Carleton,
where the leader of one of the national political
parties is appealing for a seat in the House
ot Commons. The Quebec constituency of Laval-
Two Mountains is to disappear under the re-
cent Redistribution Act and will be merged for
the greater part ‘with Argenteudl, now repre-
sented by an Independent Progressive Conser-
vative member, Georges Heon.

With respect to the Laval-Two Mountain
by-election a staff writer of the Montreal Daily
Star (Liberal) says the Liberal leaders are aware
of their vulnerable position in a contest which
turns upon the question of Canada’s participa-
tion in external wars, and adds: “Whatever the
result, both groups will pursue and extend their
operations until after the general Federal elec-
tions, The battle promises to be one of the hot-
test ever held in the Province of Quebec and
will no doubt be followed with interest by the
other Provinces* - -

EDITORIAL NOTES

Temorrow, 3rd. Sunday in Advent.
- " - *

His Majesty the King's accession this date
1936.

L]
Statute of Westminister passed this date
1931, giving equal rights and privileges to the
Dominions with the Mother Country — one for
all, all tor one.

- * .

*

The Winnipeg Free Press notes with approv-
al that Sweden's railway stations are beautified
by some 3,000 acres of gardens. This country,
end city, could do much to improve the first
and last impressions made upon travellers.
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Still another vitamin has been discovered
in New York. Called B12, first detected in liver,
it is now produced cheaply from mold. The red
crystalline compound has been used etfectively

in the treatment of pernicious anemia.
-

* *

*

If there ever was a time when it was pos-
sible to farm without capital it has now gone en-
tirely. Today farmers are using more equipment
than ever before and it goes hard with those
who cannot afford to make use of modern meth-
ods.

The statistics of the Bureau of that name
would be more reliable in the matter of liquor
offences were it to give details. For instance
here, the bulk of convictions are repeaters, the
same drunks oppearing again and again in
the same category of drunk.

- * -

On one question the Progressive Conser-
vative and C.C.F. are of one mind—that the
present Federal Government is to blame for
boost in railway rates. This is, of course due to
the Railway running the Government instead of

vice-versa.

» - -

Ottawa seems to be taking no steps to
protect dairymen should the Supreme Court of
Canada rule out the present ban on margarine.
Farmers have enough to worry about without
being kept in the dark about whether or not
the cow will have to go into competition with
the ersatz product.

»

The teaching of languages in our schools
has undergone a revolutionary change.  Not
very long ago children spent years learning the
grammar of the language they were studying
and rarely learned to use it. The modern meth-
od, of course, is to learn by using, as the child
learns his native tongue. Theory can come later
if desired.

. s
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Quebec is priding itself on having avoided
the pitfalls of hydro-electric production which
have landed her sister province, Ontario, in such
a crisis. It maintains that the Ontario govern-
ment policy, since Hepburn's regime, has been
defeatist rather than healthily beneficial
overselling power and neglecting to develop it.
-

. *

Probubly the best argument against price
control is the admission by chairman of the
Prices Board, Wishart Spence, that not merely
is the public pretty confused about the present
scope of contrals, but that it would be “absolute-
ly impossible for the ordinary person” to find
out how some controls applied.

: * * -

An Ontario Hydro statement to the effect
that there is a deplorable tendency to establish
little power plants in Ontario, which threatens
the whole system of public power development,
is challenged by The Letter-Review. This is not
the question, Public power development has fail-
ed in Ontario. If the Ontario Government were
now to announce that anyone who wanted to
do so could set up a power plant, wherever he
wanted, selling his power at any price which
he could get, the power shortage would vanish
in one-tenth of the time which will be required
by the ponderous machinery of a Socialist power
monopoly. Another year of the present situation
would reduce Ontario to economic chaos.

.

w* %

It seems, Boxing Day, and if on Sunday,
the following day is o Provincial public holi-
cay. The Interpretaticn Act, P. E. I, of 1939 «c.
3 sec. 24(7) reads: "Holiday” includes Sunday,
New Year's Day, Good Fridoy, Easter Monday,
Dominion Day, Chrisimas Day, Boxing Day
(1948 c. 19), the birthday or the day appointed
for the celebration of the birth of the reign-
ing Sovereign, Victoria Day, Labour Day, Re-
membrance Day, and ony day appointed by
any statute in force in the Province or by Pro-
clemation of the Governor-General or of the
Lieutenant-Governor as a general holiday, and
whenever a holiday other than Remembrance
Day falls on a Sunday, the expression ’holiday’
includes the following day.” Boxing Day was in-
cluded only at the last session of the Legis-
lature.

»

Scientists in Britain working under the di-
rection of Professor Blackett (who has just been
awarded the Nobel Prize for his work on atomic
energy) believe that they have discovered an
important new law of nature. Tests have been
conducted underground both in South Africa
and in Britain. The object has been to ascertain
whether the magnetism of the earth increases
or decreases at lower levels. A team of students
from Manchester University, where Blackett is
Professor of Physics, have been working in Brit-
ain's deepest coalmine. Experiments in  South
African gold mines have suggested that the
magnetism may come from the earth’s crust
and not from its centre. Those carried out in
Britain some 4000 feet below ground also indi-
cate that the magnetism decreases in proportion

, &

fo the distance beneath the eorth’s surface,
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CHARLOTTETOWN KENNEL CLUB REVEALS STRAY DOGS IN RE.L
DO NOT HAVE PROTECTION THE DOMINION AFFORDS THEM.,
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Old Charlottetown
(And P. E. L)
1
DR. GORDON'S MISFORTUNES

On July 30, 1790, was recorded
the registration of grants of lands
made to Alexander Gordon (“Doctr. |
Gordon, 42nd Regt.”) by Lieut.-
Governor Fanning on May 5, 1789,
and April 26, 1790. One of these
lots is the same as that on which
St. James Presbyterian Church now
stands. For the next ten years
Gordon’s home was to be in Char-
lottetown. On March, 1791, a lic-
ense was issued for his marriage to
Miss Margaret Patterson, daughter
of Prince FEdward Island's first
Governor, who was at that time in
London. Four children were born
of this union, the youngest, Mar-
garet (the original of Blumine in
Carlyle’s “Sartar Resartus”) on
Aug. 24, 1796. The records of all
four baptisms may be found in
the registers of St. Paul's Church,
Charlottetown.

During these years of his married
life Gordon's income from his mili-
tary appointment must at times
have been very small, since we find
that between March 25 and August
24, 1800, he drew only £8 pay as |
“acting garrison surgeon.” His let-|
ters to the War Office requesting
promotion to a Nova Scotia Regi-
ment seem to have had final ef-
fect as, on March 7, 1800, he was
ccmmissioned “Apothecary to the
Forces” in Nova Scotia. On Aug.
11 he sold, for £12, one of the three !
lots of land which had been granted '
him, and early in September he
and his family left Charlottetown '
for Halifax. i

. . . |

For a time things seemed to be
going better with him, but evil days
were in store. He had apparently !
left Charlottetown owing some
money, since at the instance of
John Cambridge, merchant, a writ
of execution was issued, June 20,
1801, for a debt of £81 17s. 6d. Gor- |
don’s house and land in Charlotte.
town were thus attached. Follow-
ing fast upon this he was court-
martialled at Halifax for some mis-
demeanour and, on Dec., 14, 1801,
was “adjudged  to be suspended
from rank and pay for six months.”
In May, 1802, he was being dunned
for repayment of £108 3s. which he
drew upon one Mr. Winslow, ag-
ent for regimental hospitals, on
account of his pay as Hospital Mate
in Prince Edward Istand for a por-
iod subsequent to his Halifax ap-
pointment. Then the hospital
forces were reduced in Halifax, and
Gordon was put on half-pay on
Sept. 14, just two years after leav-
ing Charlottetown in the hope of
bettering his fortune.

Tradition in the family has it!
that Gordon left Halifax for his
Scotland home (which he had not
seen for more than seventeen
years) in order to look after some
small property. However this may
be, it is true that he left Halifax
for England ecarly in 1803 and
died on shipboard, leaving his
widow and four children in “very
distressing circumstances.”

. . .

It has been noticed that as Gor-
don was leaving Charlottetown he
sold one of the three lots of land
granted him; how the “lot on which
‘St, James Church now stands” pas-
sed from his hands cannot be dis-
covered. Concerning the third lot,
“Common Lot No. 3 in the Royalty
of Charlottetown,” we have defin-
ite information. For, on May 26,
1796, Alexander Gordon “for and in
consideration of the natural love
and affection” he bore towards his
beloved son, Henry Gordon, and
“also In consideration of the sum of
five shillings” made assignment to
his son of this 12-acre property.
Recerds show that John Robbins
(one of the Jersey Loyalists) ‘“for
and in consideration of the friend-
ship and recgard” he bore toward
"Edward Gordon, son of Alexander
Gordon,” made over on Nov. 25,
1795, Common Lot No. 2 (12 acres).
Henry and Edward Gordon would
not have been more than four
years and one year old respectively
when the land was assigned to
them; but it was no unusual thing
on Prince Edward Island at that
time for parents to convey and
secure grants of land to their chil-
dren when quite young.

It was on Lot No. 3, which Gor-

i a decided improvement for next

| ize the possibilities ahead.
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(% PUBLIC FORUM

This column {s open to the
di fon by cerrespond

of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
ily endorse the opinion of
correspondents.
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WOOD ISLANDS
FERRY SERVICE

Sir,—Your timely editorial in
yesterday's Guardian gives us en-
couragement, and we are enclos-
ing copy of a statement being is-
sued today to many persons and
organizations that have contacted
us, as the result of the insertion
in our ads. to which we refer.

The time is opportune for press-
ing this matter. We have a boat
in sight that we believe would be

year, but by no means, an answer
to the problem ahead of us, be-
cause one has to be familiar with
what is going on there to visual-
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OLD AGE

The seas are quiet when the wind
gives o'er;

So calm are we when passions are
no more;

For then we know how vain it was
to boast

Of fleeting things so certain to be

lost.

Clouds of affection from our young-
er eyes

Conceal the emptiness which age
descries.

The soul's dark cottage, battered
and decayed,
Lets in new light through chinks
that time hath made;
Stronger by weakness, wiser men
become

As they draw near to their eternal
heme:

Leaving the Old, both worlds at

We are, Stir, etc.,
NORTHUMBERLAND FERRIES
LIMITED,

R. E. Mutch, President,
Dec. 10, 1948,

THE SENATE VACANCY

Sir,—The people of this locality
have been following with pleasure
and enlightenment the letters
written by Blackstone and Euclid
1egarding the vacancy in the Sen-
ate, and we all admit that Black-
stone enlightened the people of
this Province as to the legal sta-
ius of the Senators and how they
are appointed.

Euclid at no time answered
Blackstone's arguments, and what
appears to be his final letter of
the 7th instant, proves it, in fact
Le says so himself.

I take exception to the latter
part of Euclid's letter and I know
it will not meet with the approval
of the Liberals of Kihgs County,
when he states: “In case Black-
¢tone may have political aspirat-
ions at the present time, this
night be his chance and if so he
should be more careful not to fall
into the old rut, for whoever gets
the next Liberal nomination for
Kings County will need the heip
of the present Federal member for
Kings (fo whom he refers) and
his numeroys friends.” Will the
Prime Minister consider thisstale-
ment as a good recommendation
on behal! of the applicant when
he is ready to make the appoint-
ment? The Liberals of Kings will

that he built his house and lived.
It was this property which was at-
tached by a writ of execution for
debt. It was sold by the sheriff
on July 26, 1803, to Thomas Des-
brisay for the sum of ninety pounds,
The extent of the sacrifice of this
property by its forced sale may be
gathered from the fact that Des-
brisay sold the property a few
years later for‘ 22‘30..

Almost exactly forty-eight years
later, Dr. Gordon's youngest daugh-
ter returned to Charlottetown as
the Governor's ladypand a friend
still living tells how Lady Banner-
man went to visit the house of her
birth. It was a brick house,. and
has long since been torn down, al-
though its site may still be pointed
out. It stood about half a mile
from Government House on a tract
of land which stretched down to
the York or North River. Look-
ing from the windows of her house
across the river and harbour Mrs.
Gordon could easily have seen the
house on the “Fort Lot” (Rocky
Ppint) where she was born, and
where her father Governor Patter-
son had resided.

According to tradition, Dr. Gor-
don's widow was a dressmaker ‘in
Halifax for some time. Whatever
the truth of this may be, she was
married there, at St. Paul's Church,
on July 22, 1806, to George James
Guthrie, surgeon of the 29th or
Worcestershire Regiment of Foot,
which was stationed at  Halifax
from Aug. 29, 1802, to June 19, 1807,

—From “Carlyle’s First Love:
Margaret Gordon Lady Banner-
man,” by Raymond - Clare Aschi-

, 1909,

once they view
Who stand upon the threshold of
the New.

—Edmund Waller (1605-1686).

also consider it in the light it {s
intended for. No Liberal that I
know of up here will follow the
Federal member for Kings to in-
jure any person’s character or
political aspirations, as we do our
own thinking, as he knows from
experience.

Does the Federal member for
Kings intend to return to the
Tory party?

I am, Sir, etc,
LIBERAL ELECTOR,
Souris, P. E. I

TRUCK DRIVER'S COMPLAINT

Sir,—I suppose I am only one
of the many that recelved a let-
ter the cther day from the High-
ways Department stating that I
had registered my truck at too
low a rate, which was one hun-
cred and thirty-four forty. The
fotal in all was one hundred and
eighty-five forty which is no small
sum to get a three-ton truck on
the road, especially the road we
have to travel over from Tryon
to Borden these last few years.
They didn't mention anything
about the money they kept out aof
us for hauling done on the Cape
Traverse road because of being
under-registered.

Now what I want to ask is how
co they expect a person to pay
one hundred and eighty-five dol-
lars to register, one hundred and
fifty dollars for insurance, besides
the small sum of four thousand
dollars for the truck; also tryand
make a living, when they ask you
to haul a load of gravel {rom
Fredericton to Carleton Siding,
fifty-six miles return trip,-for six
dollars and forty-eight cents, over
a road that is not fit to travel on?

It might have been better if we
had stayed home during the war
years and made a little money,
instead of spending the best years
of our lives on the battlefield.

It I have one hundred and
thirty-four dollars to pay on my
licence this fall, I had better try
and find myself another job be-
sides hauling gravel to the roads,

I am, Sir, etc.,

A DISGUSTED VETERAN.
Albany, P. E. I

The Age-01d Story

Riches and honour are with me,
yea durable riches and righteous-
ness. My frult is better than
gold, yes, than fine. gold, and my
revenue ihan choice silver,

REWARD FOR FAVORS
Thomas  Paine,  English-born
author of “The Crisis” and “Come
mon Sense”, was given an estate
st New Rochelle by the State of
New York In recognition of his
favors to the United States,

The High Cost of Living
Its Cause and Remedy

ARE HIGHER WAGES RESPONSIBLE?
By
E. L. R. Williamson, M, B.- E.

Hi.

In this ecolumn we previously discussed the first and the seconq
of the “findings” of the Special Parliamentary Committee on the Causey
of rising prices in Canada—(a) “the rise of external prices”, anq (b)
“the increase in the costs of production.” We now shall proceed with
an examination of the third and fourth reasons given by the Commltu.
for the present and ever-rising prices: viz.—(c) “the expansion of pur
chasing power”, and (d) “certain supplementary factors.”

Ex ion of Purch Power (¢):

2. The Report fails to make adequate distinction between consumeg
purchasing power and capital investment purchasing power. Such 4
distinction is indispensable to any effective effort to assess the forceg
creating price rises. )

3. Gross domestic capital investment in Canada in 1947 was $2399
millions, or over four times as ‘great as in 1938, when the figure wag
$583 millions; in contrast, consumer spending was only a little my
than doubled over the same period. It increased to $8.7 billions from
$3.7 billlons. The increase in capital expenditure is of even greatey
significance, however, than these proportions would Indicate, becausy
capital expenditure has a triple-barrelled effect: first, it absorbs m,,
terials which should have gone into production of consumer R0odsw—thyg
perpetuating or creating shortages; second, it diverts both manpoweg
and produetive capacity from the production of consumer £00ds—thyy )
turther failing to correct the shortages; and third, the Increased wagy
of all those engaged in capital goods production or construction flowy
into the poorly-supplied consumer market, unmatched by an equivaleny
amount of consumer goods; hence the scant supply of consumer goody
mounts in price because it is in greater demand when the wage-earney
have a greater amount of money to spend.

4. In other words, employment and pay-rolls for the production
consumer goods can be expanded indefinitely, and consequently to
purchasing power also, without any increase in prices, provided thy
there is an equivalent stream of consumer goods coming on the market,
Exactly the reverse applies in the case of capital expenditure, becauy
capital expenditure reduces the total amount of consumer goods whiey
is available, while at the same time it increases total consumer demang,
the two together providing a great stimulus to prices. It is importanf
here to remember that the tremendous increase in capital expenditure |y
Canada in 1946 and 1947 was encouraged and fostered by Governmen
policy.

5. With regard to the statement that “wages and salary rates L)
tained new high levels” (page 21 of the Report) it must be borne ']
mind that for such increases in “money” wages to cause a rise in priceg, P
they must precede the rise in prices. But this was not the case. Th/@
facts in the matter are easily determined by an analysis of “real” wagy,
It there is increased purchasing power in the hands of consumers, by
cause of “money” wages increases, “real” wages also will be found to by
increasing; but if “money” wage increases are merely the result of trw
ing to keep up with prices which are advancing because of other factory
then “real” wages will be found to be declining.

6. The following table is a comparison -of “real wages” (in te

of 1939 dollars) with the cost of living index (prices) over the last fou
and one-half years:

/!

Date “Real Wages” Per Week .  Rise in Cost of Living ¥
1944 $27.46 1189

1945 27.32
27.00
25.7
26.06
2717

27.78

Mar.
June
Sept.
Dec.

Mar.
June
Sept.
Dec.

Mar.
June

7. The above table was computed from the Dominion Bureau &
Statistics reports of average wages for all Canada in the eight leading
industries. It clearly reveals that ‘real” wages have steadily, if slowly,
declined until “real” wages in June were $2.00 per week lower than they
were in 1944. In contrast, the cost of living index has risen both steade
ily and rapidly. The comparison of these two records is conclusive pros
that, on the whole, wage rate increases in Canada have operated merely
to keep “real” wages from falling too far behind the cost of living, whicy
was rising because of other factors,

“Certain Supplementary Factors” (d):

8. The “supplementary factors” found by the Committee as a caud
of rising prices, relate in the main to “inventory profits”; that is al
normal profits on goods bought at certain prices and sold at higher fig
ures as the price rose. The question at issue here is whether the actiog
of individual firms was the cause of the price rise; or whether busines(
men merely took advantage of a situation which was caused by othe
factors.

9. Some of the commodities on which such profits were made wen
butter, meat, vegetables, fruit, and bread. It will be recognized that tht
production of none of these is a monopoly—they are the most highl
competitive forms of activity remaining in our economy. The individu
firms concerned could not, therefore, by their own actions, have i
creased prices more than momentarily, if at all. That many profils
temporarily there is no doubt, but they did so as the result of a situs
tion in which prices would have risen sooner or later, regardless of t
firms’ inventory position. This, then, was not one of the basic causes
price rises.

10. The Report of the Parliamentary Prices Committee, thereforq
leaves unanswered the question, WHY DID PRICES RISE? It has, i#
substance, said little more than that in their opinion, “prices. have gons
up because prices have gone up.” In other words, the Committee hat
discussed effect rather than cause.

11. As has been intimated earlier in these articles, many of the
real causes of the present acute rise in prices are to be found in Governs
nu;lntl. policies. A disctission of these will be commenced in the next
article.

Whether you'te giving. .. or gettings21this
tiny CYMA clock from Switzerland, makes
a gift to be really grateful for! Practicaly
“fingertip control” alarm, 7-jewel watch
movement : ; ; luminous dial: ¢:0ne key

for both time and alarm, In & variety,

of handsome finishes. By the mastes
craftsmen who make the famous
CYMA-TAVANNES watchess

As lllvstrated $16.00
Other CYMA clocks
for bome, office, frav

G H. Caylor
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