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\ CRITICAL STAGE

That our province is..now . passing
through the most critical stage in its his-
tory will be admitted even by the unthink-
ing. The withdrawal of three thousand
men, probably one fifth of its adult male
population, is a shock before which any
cowntry would stagger; to this province,
whose manhood had previously been deple-|
ted at the rate of nearly a thousand a year,|
this last depletion is a tragedy. But our
tragedy lies not so much in the fact thart
thousand men have left us as in the
possibilities that remain to us. What have
we left upon whom to lay foundations-fer
the future? On whom are our institutions,/
our churches, eur government, our schools,,

cur industries, our commerce, our - social
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There is no gainsayving the fact that the
nen who left us were, for the most part,
the “salt of the earth’ "among those rang-
ing in noe from eighteen to fortv-five.
Very many of them were educated, col-|
' | iy of them the mainstay of

s and of the homes that they left.
bt 2ome of them were moved by the
f adventure but of the great majo-
them it can truly me said that in|
to the call to duty, “God helping|
them théy could do no other,” than sacri-
fice personal interests and obey the call of|
wr duty. To call this a deplorable
not be the whole truth;-it is al
teryil but it should also be &
rifice 18 a gain. |
remember the wave of patriotic|
swept over our provinee when!
the call was first sounded; how we cheered|
those who responded; how fathers, mo-
sisters, sweethearts gloried|
ifice they made in letting their
2o: how jubilantly our. chur-
and fraternal societies un-
our rolls that gave the names
v sons and brethren. We hadi
ticved, so enthusiastic were 'we,
there was mot a slacker among us,
it, if there were, he would hide his dim-
ved head, that he would not appear.in
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. let us make no mistake. All our
young men have not left us. There:
are hundreds of men of military age in!
this province who would have given their|
services as cheerfully as those who volun-|
teered, but were prevented, by legitimate |
reasons from doing so. Yet the fact re-|
mains that we have with us very many;
young men to whom the appeal to duty|
meant nothing: very many who sheltered!
themselves behind éxcuses, who chose the
igndble, not the noble part. Our province,
is not alone in this. The claims for exemp-|
tion all over Canada tell this story only too;
plainly. J
With what is left of our young man-|
hood.we are now to face the future. It re-!
mains for our leading men and women to|
set the pace; for the pulpit, the press, the|
platform to give an upward impulse to puh[
lic opinion; for all to lay aside every|
weight and’every sectional and partizan!
sin that besets. We are a patriotic peo-|
ple; many of our sons have laid down their
lives and many more of them are ready to
do so, in proof of the general loyaity of our;
people. But there are exceptions, therel
are those who are unconsciousl ydisloyal be
cause they fail to see beyond self-interest.
Selfishness is the great sin of the age.
It precipitated the collosal war that is now
staggering humanity; it lies at the bottom
of many of the claims for exemption from
military service; it accounts largely for
the false position in which our province,
was placed on the 17th of December; it de-
grades political, social and commercial
problems to a level unworthy of serious
things. While selfishness cannot be en-
tirely eradicated it can at least be curbed,
can at least be partially starved out. This
can best be done by not recognizing it as a
factor in our public life, by not appealing
Lo it as is so often done in gur political life,
by fostering and encouraging and appeal-
ing Lo the altruistic spirit that still lives,
although perhaps latent, in every life.
We arve beginnning a new year, a new
vear in a new era, a new year in a group
of years, each one of which will be forever
memorable in the history of the world. Let
us begin it and live through it in a manner
that shall be worthy of the time and of our-
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A correspondent sends us the follow-
ing as one of the many reasons “why boys
leave the farm:" : i

WHY BOYS LEAVE THE FARM:”

“Why did you leave the farm, myg lad?

Why did you bolt and quit your dad? Why

did you 1

to town, and turn your

hinkers of plarform
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| VIIY BOYS LEAVE THE FARM | . ~!
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AGAINST STATES
FALLS T0 GROUND

LONDON, Dec. 31.—The Bolshe
viki newspapers continue to print rev-
elations of an alleged  American plot |

. to suppor: General Kaledines, accord-

mg to a Peirsgrad despatch to the'
Morning Post dated Tuesday. So far
as Ambassador Francis is concerned,
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There is truth as.well as poetry in the
above but not all the truth nor all the poe-
try. - In this province of. ours probably
more boys have left the tarms than in an;
other province in Canada; left their fa-
thers’ farms to - work on other people s
farms elsewhere, 16 work in stores, in offi-
ces, in factories; to take up professions
and to enter upon life from <ome othe
angle than that presented by the farm.
“Thinkers of platform, pulpit and press,”
have waxed eloquent about the “fresh and
germless air’’ on the farm and have prove:!
to their own satisfaction that the best
place on earth is the farm— but the boys
don’t believe a word of it. The boy would
be a chump who would work twelve to fif-
teen hours a day on a farm at a ddllar or
less a day when he could get three to five
dallars for an eight hour day in the city. In
vielding to the call to the city he is not tur-
ning his “poor old father down but often
helping him and many a poor old father in
this province whose farming has not given
him a decent living would be poorer than
he is but for the help of his son who has
gone elsewhere to earn a living.

In connection with the question of the
boys leaving the farm there are two things
to remember: (1) DBoys do not leave well
managed or prosperous farms except to:
take up a professional or other calling
which may be more congenial to them than
farming.
farm places a college career within their
reach; many of these have made a success
of their calling; more have failed because
thirough misguided direction on the part of
parents or others they have been induced
to enter one or another of the so-called,
“learned professions” without any regard
to their fitness. There are many of these,

who would have made successful farmers

had they chosen that life and it is quite !
= . . . ]

{probable that in this province the greatest|

loss sustained by our farms is the loss con-
sequent upon the fathers’ prosperity and
his mistaken idea that the *learned pro-
fessions” offer a more promising career
than the drudgery of farming. (2) Boys
leave the illmanaged farms and it is the
only sensible thing they can do. With other

callings offering them a reasonable living .

they would be untrue to themselves and to'
their parents if they preferred a sentimen-'
tal adherence to the farm. rather than
work in a factory, office or store that would!
afford them a living. Ur?rained as farm-!
ers they would, by remaining at home, only|
perpetuate the mismanagement of their
fathers. ‘

Then what is the remedy? One remedy
is to make farming a more business-like!
undertaking than it is and not be blinded!
Ly the false glamour of the so-called |
“learned professions.” To be a successfull
farmer is infinitely more. honourable than
to be a failure in the church, at the bax or
in polities and the boy brought up in that
doctrine on a well managed farm will, as a!
rule, stick to the farm and make a success
of it. For the éther class, the unsuccessful
farmer, there is only one remedy, the slow,
tedious process of agricultural ~education.
Every farm in this province should be a!
profitable business undertaking and can|
be made so hy diligent use of the informa-|
tion available for the asking from the De-
partment of Agriculture. When we have
prosperous, well-managed farms the hovs
will stay by them. Until we have they will
go where the money is to be made, _
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Second Trip
To France

jetter was received
1, New Acadia.

was wounded and

11-25-1917
Soméwhera in France

Dear Mother;—
Just a few lines
hat 1 am
all enjoyving the same

‘01s of wind, but not much rain: We
ire having an easy time as far ¢

s concerned, but lots of harness
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"NEW YORK’S |
Next Big |
Fur Auction Sale

~Last Call | |

Supper . 1

For Qur ’

Jahuary 28" Sale|| |

How to Save Wheat, Beef and Bacon
for the men at the front, Isued
from the Office of the Food
Controller for Canada

MENU FOR FRICAY |
Breakfast i

Oaimeal Porridge
Toast Coffee
Dinner

Boiled Fresh Cod
Fried Onions Mashed Potatoes
Duteh Apple Cake

3

Creamed Toast
Sliesd Bananas

Tea

(ookies

The recipe for Dutch Apple Cake,

- mentioned abave, is as follows:—
Dutch Apple Cake / ’ v
2 cups 7w_x;~ | January 12th closes the doors to shipments. If
R s ‘§| yours are not here by then—we cennot sell your futs.
2 tablespoons sugar New York is the Fur Market of the World

3 teaspoons baking powder
teaspoon salt -

—because New York is the terminal of all rail- a
road and ste mship lines ' -
—because more manufacturing furriers are in
New York than in anycityintheworld |}
—Dbecause more buyers’ attend our Salés than a‘-
tend any Fur Sales in the world.

cuits, and j Bidding is necessari'y brisker when a large a:- i
e ] ‘emblage of buyers and bigger, better shipments |

4 slices

meet.

Remember This is the Laét Call |

Liberal advences made on a’l shipments.
 Further detaiis as to terms cf sale, charges, ctc,
sent on request,

; Let New York

s < s
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* cake is doin

soft, " Serve hot with "lemon

t and meat
Domestic ce
Canadian Focsl Contr
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Glace Bay I'he Fur Market of the World |

¥ { i
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On Sunday Sell You- Furs for You i

GLACE BAY., December 31.—A fire : i o . .g

which started about 7,30  Tuesday N Y k 14 {‘ 5 l o

morning in St.. ‘Anne’s  Catholic eW i Ol‘ ur uctl()n a eS i

Chureh, supposediy from . furnace in A i}

the basement, burne] the. . church, C -p ;’

Glebe Honse and St. Anne's Conven! 01 Oratlon |

adjoining the church, on eithep side i B < i o 18

1 the ground. The logs is ahout $110, | 48-50-52 Great Jones Street, New York Ciwy B

000 with about forty-five-thonsand del : - T i

lars insurance. The chureh wasg the ] ;;"’

largest, in the town and v - ) !

tully restored and rebuily ingide jast e ———— wrrsname ey §:

summer a4 cost of twenty-five thous- | R ; o e Bl e - 4

and dollars, owing to damage from | Wil vl:ﬂ}n:\n!:-.‘ ~ml' one of them ].\‘”.» .;\ 40 ang a former subject of P
i o se ) ining {or- | Sistér Evsebia, who has s : . ;i
;‘:lq):x"d(‘m( i e ol | sime time, suffered cons Sailor had a cane near lhlsl cot.iv
o S Il + shock cause s the flFe Dr.  He geized the weapon and beiabo,ed
Sv ot tha Ty e in {he convent ; the shock caused by the fir Ol sl

MO Chpliai LT ey and the; Thompson, the rector of st | he was uncon-

and Glebe House was sav

i i . t* McQuade, in the
furniture in -St. :

er the des
1 Sailor without

collap

1 i 1 his vond ¥

removed as a pr ;:::,“i HOre f ort of thé physi-
time is looked ¢ i tre attending the hlind
',"_':;,",‘l“ a1 oap A y BLIND MEN IN FIGHT tussia

The firn was discovered about 7.45 ' TILL ONE IS PUT OLT‘ selis Bt S b T
by Father Macdonald on entering the gy e |
vest to’ prepure for Mas. Half a| NEW YORK, Lyo X & i i

it Faideara Ol Re Bay et men, inmates of 12 of aged and FIVE GERMAN AIRPLANES DES- i
1 dczen people e 2 C, n & 1. becams TROYED - 4
the timg. and all escaped. % o o :‘I : s i it

There was a m‘iakyl}”?ml: nl_h\"izle ment concerning the ueht ;!
firemen, but the bDuildings being in 5 AT AL i LONDON, Dec. 31.—Five 'German BRY

to let you know |
well, and hoping it finds | 11
blessing. | Coal Company, cloze to the fire, would |
are having cold weathor now and! be destroyed,

G < G
s war | were able 1o get our of the hul.dlng[

cleaning I am not with the sime
nttery s 1 was hefore, but 1 am|
olug to try to get back with them,

fthere is g chance at all.
I see quite a few Islund boys out
ere

and in England, Did Maurice
Gullant hear from Harmome lately?
I did not see him yet, but if he is ont

I will Jook him up if I get a
I suppose they will be ta-
the hoys on the road who ara of
¢ as. Conscription ig in force. \Well,
her, 1 haven't much news, and
can’t say much in a letter. I will
bring my letter to a close by wishing
»ou a Merry Christmas. Your loving
=0n,

No. 86783 J. H. PINEAU,
Ard D.AC. -
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ALL'S WELL

ls the pathway dark and dreary?
God’s in Hig Heaven

Are vou broken (heart-eick, weary?
God’s in Hig Heaven!

Dreariest roads shdll have an ending
Broken hearts are God's mending,

All's well! All'g well!
All's—well!

s the burden past your bearing?
God's' in Hig Heaven!

Hopeless 2—Friendless?--No one ear

ing?

God'y in Hig Heaven!

Nurdens shared are light 1o carry,
Love ehall come though long He

AR

All's well! All's_ wall?

All's—well!

Is the fauture black with corrow
God’s_in Hig Heaven!

Do you dread c¢ach diurk 1o-morrow?
God’s in His Heaven!

.\’ouzh" can come without iibis know:

ng, . R

Como what may "tis 1is hestowing,

All's well! All's well!

~ All'g==wells ST

|
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a higher part of the town the water
pressure was ineffective and nothing
could be done to save the church, By
the time the fire engine got tb the

sceng thiough deep snow and started . ’f"i
pumping ‘the Glebe Housce was more T R I e A,.____—-gl.' B
than half burned and the convent was d N v

The Army and Navy Veterans
In Canada

afire.

Gustav: Sailor, who came from Ger-
many, took the German end of the
discussion against Alexander Budgn.

airplanes were destroved or puat out |
of actizn Satnrday by the British who i
lost n their air machines. B

ne of

was feared thag the

Ag one time it Tl
ol the Deminion

big maching shop
but it escaped damage. |
Sisters in 1the convent |

All of the

| A meeting of all officers, N.C O'S and men, belonging
to or who have .belonged to any of the Naval ahd Military
Forces of the Empoire is called to meet on J[anuary 4th, at
1 p.m. in the City Court Room, for the purpose of organ-
izing a branch of *“The Army and Navy Veterans in
Canada” for P. E. I. : |
‘ We would request that as many as possible returned i
men and old Militiamen attend this meeting.

Mititiamen with six years Militia Service are eligible 1
{ for membership ] : i
, D. STEWART, Lt.-Col.
Lo C.\LEIGH, Mjaor
F. McRAE, Majr_
J. W STANLEY, Major

; . o AR 3
Headquarters For I )

rinting and Bookbinding
Order Youyr

TO OUR PATRONS

In appreciation of their
support and our pleasant

/business relations we { P‘ inting N ow
extend our— | S ?‘
' l Prices are bound to advance even above |
th2 present 1ates. Paper will be dearer and :

hard to get. i
‘ If Your Stock is Low ORDER NOW
- WORK DCNE WHEN PROMISED.

Archibald Irwin, King’s Printer

“Best Wishes for
_the New Year”
G. 'H." Taylor

Jeweler and Engraver 13 Richmond Street - - Phone 201

LD WEATHER

FOOT-WEAR

:Fm’_thq cold woathg‘iyon need overshoes o keep your feet comfor table,

s W Baya’thém. o stylés made from the best material obtainabloe, —~piipee 4
4 ‘Men's 1—4 huckle. 5 : A AR -
‘1-’, Women's in‘“tickled and strapped. ;&, ,v‘ 8hs, L IR s
A +Lumberman’s rubberg a complpte ligh of the famous ‘Taff Fool” Lfand with red solo an o1, sna
| Large now stg lmq rices, 't s ¢ '~"m’:""‘"‘ TR IR et BT 4 d “«\’T""",‘"""’“‘}

eenGOFF BROS, Shoe Men




