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From Famine To Feast

The Speech from the Throne delivered at the
opening of the new session of Parliament shows
every sign of having been inspired by the near
prospects of a general clection, After the dearth
of constructive legislation in the last few years,
Parliamont at last is to have something to ‘work
on, includhing such important matters as provision
for family allowances; creation of three new
government  departments  (Veterans'  Affairs,
Licconstruction and  Social Welfare) ; provision
tor Canadian participation in an international

erganization 1o nmaintain peace;  provision of
war-service gratutities for members of the arm-
ed forees and additional rehabilitation schemes; a
national hoa'th msurance bill and Comril)ulory'
old age pensions; a bill to place a floor under
prices ol staple farm products; establishment |
of an “indestiial development bank” to provide
credits for conversion of war industries to peace
uses: a bill to ensure or guarantee export cre-
dits to aid in obtaining export markets; revisior:
of the Bank Act; arrangements to provide vot-
ing facilities for members of the Canadian arm-
ed forces, wherever thev may be stationed (the
Junes Government’s contention that this cannot
be done being rightly regarded as mere poppy-
cack) ; a bill to extend the mutual aid provision
of 1043 -44 to include post-war relief in lib-
erated countrics; expansion of research activ-
itics: new housing legislation. Truly a gargan-
tuan legislative feast! Coming after such a long
famine, there is danger that such a bill of fare
may cause indigestion at Ottawa. At any rate,
however, it is a welcome change to four years of
government by order-in-council.

Farm Subsidies

The question of wartime farm subsidies was
discussed at some length in the address given
by President 11, 1. Hannam at the eighth an-
nual meeting of the Canadian Federation
of Agriculture, held this week in Quebec,
Mr. Hannam is right in assuming that there
is a good deal of misunderstanding  as tc_i
the  purpose of these subsidies and of
the benefits aceruing therefrom. It is true that
subsidies have augmented income from the sale
of farm products sipce the close of 1941 when
the over-all price ceiling policy was established.
In 1042 farm subsidies totalled $88,000,000, and
last year's amount was substantially greater. But
these payments to producers are by no means
free “hand-outs”, nor should they be looked
upon as bonuses over and above sutischtory
prices.  TIn reality they are part of tllc']egltlmal.c
sale price of the farmer's product, which part is
paid by the Government out of taxation revenues.
Under our price ceiling plan subsidy payments
have been assumed by the Federal Government
rather then permit price increases which \\‘ou}d
produce a rise in the cost-of-living_index, and in
turn necessitate increased cost-of-living bonuses
Lo wage carners.

Alr. Hannam emphasized that through a sub-
sidy programme consumers are paving less than
a fair exchange price for their subsidized food
products.  His argument that “the state pays
the halance out of the treasury” leaves out of
account the fact that the consumers are the state,
and that they pay the full price in any case. He
is on sounder ground, however, in asserting that
whether paid to the producer or not, subsidies
are dosioued for the ultimate henefit of the con-
sumer.  That was made clear by Finance Min-
ister Ilsley in the THouse of Commons last Apri!,
when he stated that in conjunction with the
special conditicns attached to it, a subsidy should

prevent its members putting their own construc-
tion on President Hannam's words when he
states that leadership in measures to achieve
cquality for agriculture will likely be, for the
first time, “a top-most issue in the next Do«
minion election,” ;

Unsatisfactory Setup

Now that Parliament is about to get down to
business, perhaps something will be done to im-
prove the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation
setup. As it stands now the CBC is a commer-
cial advqnising concern with present revenues
approaching $2,000,000 from that source and
enjoying a special public tax revenue of  ap-
proaching $4,000,000. There seems to be evid-
ence that the main talents of the CBC manage-
ment have been devoted to the piling up of large
and still larger revenues from advertising. That,
as the Ottawa Journal points out, was not the
original intention ; somebody, presumably Par-
liament from which the CBC derives its being,
should state now whether it approvgs of that
change. If so the camouflage should be re-
moved.

A liceuse fee of $2.50 for cach radio does not
scem to be out of the way, But the cost of col-
lecting the fees is heavy and it involves employ-
ment of many people throughout the country
who could be better occupied. And it does nol
seem fitting that a Government department
( Transport) should be engaged now in prosecut-
ing, in groups of 50, people who have failed to
pay fees to a commercially-operated corpora-
tion. It is rzported that the prosecutions are
made in groups so that they -will attract atten-
tion in newspaper police court reports,

Perhaps the main criticism, with much justi-
fication, comes from the belief that for many
months the manasement ard inspiration of the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation as a natlonal
institution of great potentialities for public
benefit have gone dead. The CBC govern-
ing board has been left out on a limb. Every
Cabinet min‘ster has fought shy of having any-
thing to do with it—they don’t want to get their
fingers burned. Vacancies on the board are not
filled, the position of even the general manager
remains unfilled. Existing governors are scat-
tered, meet infrequently, and .probably pay little
attention to CBC affairs during the intervals,

All this indicates drv rot of some kind in
the outstanding essential functions of the CBC.
It is, or should be, the duty of Parliament to
find a remedy.

~ EDITORIAL NOTES —

It is reported from Lusake, Northern Rhodesia
that the Polish children refugees there are set-
tling down happily in their new quarters. They
have already formed two companies of  Girl
Guides and one pack of Brownies, cach being
headed by their own Guides.

- * - -

Queen Mary has accepted the invitation of the
Treasurer and masters of the Bench of the Hon-
ourable Society of Lincoln’s Inn, to become their
senior bencher—a  position  occupied by King
George V and the Duke of Kent. This is the
first occasion on which a woman has heen made
a bencher of any of the Tnns of Courts.

- - L3 -

An oficr to replace, as far as possible, the
many volumes of non-English books and per-
1odicals destroyed by cnemy action in the Rri-
tish Museum has been made by the Allied Gov-
ernments in London.

- - L3 -

Irederick Delius, British composer, born this
date 1803; onc of the outstanding personalities
of the modern musical world; has written “In a
Summer Garden”, “Over the Hills and Far
Away™; “Life's Dance”, “Appalachia”, etc.; his
“Villiage Romeo and Julict” was revived by Sir
Thomas Beecham's Opera Company.

. - » = -

As though teachers did not do enough for
their meagre salaries, they, in future may be
expected to teach their pupils chess. In some
schools they aircady give instruction in outdoor
recreation, such as football, ball game and hoc-
key, now the Bluenose Chess Club of Halifax.
1s making plans to introduce chess into Halifax
schools as ‘“‘constructive recreation”. The idea
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WHERE OUR EDUCATION
FAILS

Sir,—I read On-lookersletter with
great interest. I endorse a good
many of his opinions. There is one
point he makes with which I can-
not agree, He states “We must
admit that this same system: has
provided many, many well-trained
capable persons who have filled
important positions all over this
continent and beyond it.” I have
heard that argument so = many
times ‘now that I usually retaliate
by stating that I believe the suc-
cessful succeded in spite of the sys-
tem. We cannot judge a system’of
education by the brilliant men at
the top. It seems to me a result
of wishful thinking, which blinds
us to the facts,

We live in a democracy, our con-
cern, should be with the people.
What of the 95 per cent of the
children who leave school at
Grades VIII or IX In the country
and the 75 per cent who leave at
the same time in Charlottetown.
What is there in our system: for
them? The percentage of attend-
ance is very low. That would not
be so if cur schools were suited to
the needs of the people and really

are children at work at full time
jobs in Charlottetown who should
be in school. There s a truant of-
ficer, But it he forced these child-
ren to go back to school they would

prepared the child for life. There | h

about. Jack Cilizen. the poor
devil, was like Lne wretchea George
after the unhappy advent of Pro-
hibition in the U.8.A., who threw
his vas defer:ns in the spittoon
and crawled to a hole in the wall
where the W C.T.U. sat knitting
elastic stockings for varicose veins,
The swollen veins Lave

as the politic of this prov-
ince accelerates its maturing pro-
cess and asser.s its righi to make
its own decisions in the matter of
what it will aad will not drink.
And no amount of frantic knitting
by ‘the W.T.C.U. or any of the
other organizations which  com-
prise the obnoxious Prohibition
schism in this Island will serve to
et the explosion. Just so long
i1 5 thinking adults continue to
;-xex& their fundamental t)Jrlvllet{e
n the e

reasion of

such psychologicai anachronism as
a dictatorial Prohibiticn law can
ever endure.

Temperance, yes. But not Pro-
hibitwn, with ‘its damnable im-
plied insult to the mental equili-
brium of every inteliigert human
being subjected to despotism.
The self-esteemn of ever; citizen is
challenged and »_ sneer spread its
surface by. the bigoted minority
which foists the Pronihition law
upon us, and maintains it in power
by the adroit tanipulatior. of pul-
pit-pounding thetoriz and the
most rustic of aomilies. That we,
& free people, should suffer the
indignity of being treatea as adole-
scents, and should submil to the
demination, in what i3 essentially
a private matter, of g group of
Puritanical killjoys, has long been
:lrd to bear, but i nuw intoler-
atle.

It is to be hoped that the next
Prchibition plebiscite wul see the
end of our Jondage, and the ad-
vent of the =xercise of personal

only be d e p: We
have provided no training in our
system for any but those whd can
take advantage of an academic
training .

There was some publicity glven
a few years ago to special classes
for the backward child but I've no
doubt that some official (If he
gave it any thought) leaned back
in his armchajr thinking of | our
successful Islanders and detided
that any systen: which oould pro-
duce men such as they could !{m-d-
ly be improved upon.” There i$ al-
ways a lack of money as well. We
have money fcr many thlngskbut
never any for education, Iel us
hope that we will soon face facts
and act.

It is said that our Island ﬂo.vs
are under a great handicap in the
forces because of their lack of eHu-
cation. They are getting some row
—it is tragic that they had to offer
their services in war before they
got it.

I am. Sir, etc. }
INTERESTED CITIZEN!

A MINORITY STRANGI,EHOLﬂ
Sir,— It is bigh timc that tHe
voice of reason, like 'nat of tHe
turtle, was heaid in 'he land. 1t
is high time for g re-eauminatioh
of the dicta by which the greatet
proportion of cur people findl
themselves dominated .. ‘he mat*
ter of the use of alcsholic beverd
ages. For many years we havd
seen our Province tiue orject of
astonished. smulngly toiergnt, and
not a little contemp*inas remarks
delivered by neisons who visit us

T lity in a sare syctem of
Government Cantro],
I em, 8ir, ete.
J. M.

OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Sir—I feel T am not very well
qualified to write on rbvubjwt,
as I do not even possess a so-call-

ordinary education, However, I
have read with Interest many let.
lic Forum on ed-

Provin as
would at least consi
principles of our educational 5YS=
tem, but I was amazed to note
from their statements in print that
ri or dis-
ow salaries re-
the teachers. Well, I don't
te how I feel on that
am concerned about
is our eeducationl system, what it
stands for and what it achizves.
In this age We know
that education is one of the majo:
necessities of life. One can live or
gxlst without it, Put it is as nec-
Ssary as money for a full part i
life. But what is the real meaning
of education? What do we ed-
ucate the younger generat

ed-
) , and what it a-|
chieves: To encourage students to
advance from oollege to college to
become as fully educated as pos-
sible in order to make as much
money as they possibly can with as
ittle work as they can do; in other
words to make money, To my mind,
our educational system is more res-
bonsible for the state of the world

and who quickly perceive, even as
we, that hers under the thorny
girdle of an outmodez psycholo-
gically unsouna, Pronibition Law,
conditions cf ulth and a-basement
exist whith would find little
sanction at a Barbary coast brass
rail. For many years, icc, many of
us have been enorally atraid to
speak out boldly with a siout “No”,
when the quesdon, is put Lefore
us -- “Shall we confinuc te enforce
the present orchibition  Law?”.
The kasis of this lwsitancy is
clearly defined. and quite under-

a hard bought .hing, i¢ is tanta-
mount to a d:aial of «ir greatest
freedom if, be ieveing t 1o ce evil,
we fail to denounce o cluse-knit,
minority which is respcusible for
the strangle-hold upoa this prov-
ince of the deon Prohibition.
If we but cons:zer
u

. mom- |

to
a_symbolic b:ing of * head, !
when we submit to L.is pernici-
ous law, we cannot fali t¢ con-
clude that like Dagon. cat god was
fallen upon nis face, As but one
example of the outpour.ngs which
emanate from and fra  their

standable — ang yet, rcecom being | An

}ggn,y than any other known fac- |
‘ |
Instead of our teachers and pro-
fessors trying to teach pupils that
money, honors and hi positicn !
are not the orincipal things in life,
they have been exalting these ob.
Jectives, What has been the result?
ome of the older nations.

admit that Germany was

one of the best educated nations
in the world. When some of our best
educated clergymen finished their
education in England they went to
Germany for the finishing touches.
d what has that nation drifted '
into? An evil dictatorial country.
Italy was another well educated
hation. A great number of cur
British S are on our
statute books today were taken
f:om Rome. It also hag drifted in-
0 a dictatorsh! because they

t p, all
yindulgad in the  wrong principles

of education,

Therefore I can plainly sep what
this part of the western hemis-
rhere will drift into after a few
more generations if we do not
wake up to the fact that our ed-
ucational systom must be grounded
on good morals and Christian prin-

nearly reached their bursting point
e "bod his

’
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10 DAY
| OVERCOAT
SALE

Tweed and Melton Overcoats
worth $22.50 to $25.00

While They Last

les, esninating selfishness and
Cea and SUbsHICuLIng the Golden
ule to be practised from child-~

If the younger generation are not
taught these wvrinciples how can
we ever expeot to have the right
form of democracy or usher in the.
new world order that we hear so
much about today? May our school
teachers take the lead in strivi
for this new world order thal
Christian teaching demands,

compe! e Tra)

Lines to provide larger cifice space B.C., south )
in Montrea! and the aew premises, Windsor, Ont., und north to
now in operation, are the last word

pany is

intensifying its service to the people
of Canada. The record of past years
has demonstrated that thc confid-

s-Canada Alr |and Moncton,
to New

ine  passengar

Wwas representeq by D
to carsy on, improving and | Vice President, CNR,
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sary and Edmontion, Ala .
in  air] ticketing | Vaughan, Chairman and President,
facilities. Speaking at the opening Canadian National Razlwoys, with
of the new office, HJ Symington, which TCA is aftiliaien
K C., C.M.G., President of TCA, |is a director of (he aicline
said, “The main task of the Com-

N.B, to  victoris,

York, an
Cal-
and who

company,
Grant,
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1 am, Sir. etc. ence the Deminion has placed in HALIFAX, Jan, 28 — (C P) =
m H. B. DENNIS |TCA has been amply justified.”  William MycLean of Charlottciown,
Marshtield, P. E. I Trans-Canada Air Lines now oper- | a seaman in the Royal C )
ates over routes totalling 5,000 miles, Navy, is being evicted by his

leave an industry in a w not a fetter posi- | already has been nresented 1o one or (wo schools | GpHrees in the, ticaiea vapcu ings

tion: its reason for being paid is not the wel- o \fr T, M. Wren, Nova Scotia member of |consider :
fare of the industry but the fact that there is no statement Al as 2

e e P —

ing cost-of-living honuses are to be added to,
~and become part of, basic wage rates for urban

“the Canadian Government adopt such a policy

~sive-Conservative -leader in a manifesto issued

other way of ins 7 adequate supplies for the
consumer at prices permitted by the price ceiling.

In additicn to subsidics paid to producers, one
subsidy, that on whole milk. goes direct to the
consumer thtough milk distributors.  Still other
subsidies are paid to bring the cost of i&norts
down to the domestic  ceiling;  coffee  and
oranges are cxamples. It is estimated that for
the twelve months ended Mareh 31, 1044, the
total of such subsidies may be around $10Q,000,-
oo,

FFarmers are not responsible for the introduc-
tion of a subsidy programme. They did not ask
for it. They have simply accepted it as an in-
tegral part of an cmergency programme co-
sidered essential bv the Government in fighting
inflation in wartime ) .

The aspect of this programme which worries
tarmers is this: What action will he taken re-
garding these subsidies when the war is over?
Will they he wiped off as war measures and onr
farm producers forced to move hack to a low-
er price position in relation to other prices? '[‘l\c
Prime Minister has already declared that - exist-

workers.,  “Why,” asks Mr. Hamnam, “should
tor urban workers and not adopt a connter-part
policy for our farm people " .

That is a moot question, and will take some
answering. In the meantime it is worth noting
that the most satisfactory statement of policy
on this and relevent subjects affecting agricul-
ture was made bv Hon. John Bracken, Progres-

fast October. Therein Mr. Bracken proposed
floor prices for farm products as a post-war
policy,  Five weeks later Prime Minister King
announced that “as an essential part of its post-
war policy, the Government intends to ask Par-
liament, at the next session, to place a floor un-
der. the prices of the main farm commodities.”

the Canadian Chess Iederation executive
ok ok ok

The Prices Board announces appointment ot
Henry Brown, Toronto, and H. S, Leybourne,
Montreal, as administrator and deputy admin-
istrator, respectively, of the wool and wool
products administration.  Mr. Brown suc-
ceeds D. C. Dick, of Toronto, who has resign-
ed because of ill health. Mr. Dick was ap-
pointed administrator in September, 1939, and
also-served—as—president of the Canadian Wool
Poard Limited. DBefore joining  the DPrices
Board in 1939 Mr, Brown was manager of the
Rosamoud Woollen Co.. Almonte, Ont. Mr.
Leybourne, who replaces Mr Brown as deputy
administrator, has been serving as co-ordinator
of production since September, 1942.  Previ-
ously he was Montreal and eastern manager of
Dominion \Woollens and Worsteds, ILtd

- ok % %

The question of Secnate reform is again en-
gaging attention at Ottawa, hut unofficially. It
is claimed, among other things, that too many
vacancies are permitted to lie unfilled, and that
many senators are beyond the age when they
can travel comfortably to and from Ottawa.
Two of the present Senators arc over Q0 years
cof age, Senator Turgeon of New Brunswick be-
ing 96 and Senator I%, D. Smith of Ontario o1,
and there are others between the ages of 8o and
90. These include Sir Allen Aylesworth, Sena-
tor Charles Tanner of Nova Scotia, Senator
Henry Mullins of Manitoba, Senator Rufus Pope
of the Fastern Townships, Senator Thomas
Jourque of New Brunswick, Senator Robert
Green of B.C., Senator Thomas Cantley of Nova
Scotia and Senator Donald Sutherland of On-
tario. In the range between 70 and 8o there
arc: Senator Frank Smith of New Brunswick,
Senator James Calder, Senator Hance Logan,
Senator Charles Ballantyne, Senator James
Murdock, Senator Edward Michener of Aiberta,
This list leaves a relatively small namber of
members under the 7o-year limit, and any use-

The Canadian Federation of Agriculture is,
of course, a non-partisan body. That need not

ful change in the present system would have thx:
entire membership under that age level, i

quesiion, and wiuich
a recent Guardian is.u2
well, Tee lctter e
cue'y —“Did rnel dr
fall of Fran.ci'. The
of the quesiicn is so e
one might alincst as:
the pen of a cmid

We are rezaled upen
wiilh the blubberings of
pathos provided us oy
friests of P bit
overdrawn  sci
ed by dipscmani
kefore us s3 viv.
most persuaded 5
the bar-rocen or, The sterility of
imagination dis>layed by our Pro-
hibition grandincthers is in itself
indication of the ivwness cf
their position None of the thous-
ands, indeed countless occasions
on which (ani evervone kncws
this) a nip of whisky a glass of
wine, or a mug of ale has brought
a beautiful aind heartre!’, bond of
strengthened 1riendskip between
dear hearts. s ever mwentioned.
The sharing of a gliss between
two long twain and aow together
is a holy. thing — and hew many
such scenes are cominy soon, after
we! “Years of war! The richly
purple liquid 1n a_wine glase is an
integral part of the warmth, fire-
light, and old, loved Locks of &
man's life,

oce2sion
simulat

Nl
3 of an
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“In joy I tasted rich sweet wine,
at day's closing—
And heard tne fire anud thy lips,
softly speaking,

And in the circie of the glass

purple couaterpar:
Beheld thy face, sealed as in mine,
in the wine's hear‘.”

How strange it was in the last
plebiscite on ihe Prolhibition issue
to hear so many and ¢ voluble
the supporters of our Provincial
tyranny, and vet to heer no voice
raised on platform or radio crying
out for freedom from this shame,
Everywhere oac went the senti-
ment echoed ana re-eciioed that
a people pilloried befote fts neigh-
bours, stocked and c:ckolded - by
the Prohibition Puritars smart-
ing and burning ‘with a1 sense of

killed in action, Italy, Dec. 13, 1943.)

Spring will come on the
Italian hills;

And jusi a5 surely Peace will some-
time lay

Her hea.ng touch on those far,
toriured lands:

And the brave men who fought to
victary

to hear their

proud “Well done.”

green

Country's

But you are never coming home
again—

Never your bounding footsteps on
the stair,

Never your quiet humor, teasing
smile,

Your high enthusiasm, = boyish
dreams.

Yet in the sweet “Communion of
the Saints”
I feel your presence very close ine

deed,

I  think your dear compassion
wrapped me round

When the sword plerced my heart,

And all the world turned dark with
bitter loneliness and grief.

I think you asked Our Lord to
comfort me

Even n% I begged His mercy on your
soul.

Sleep, brave young soldier, on the
Road to Rome:
The Holy City that you did not

reac.
Shall surely be redeemed, while
, you have
On to an even fairer, holier land.
Ever within our hearts shall glow
The memory of your “greater love"
Fighting a pathway through the
~—gloom-ahead:

(The above poem was recelved
from Mrs. Josephine MacDonald,
Montreal, who wrote that she was
sending it “Iin the hope that there
may be a word of comfort in it for

justice outraged, desized freedom
yoi merally feured w bring it

other mother- boveaved as I have
bosn.”) iy
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(In memory of David MacDonald,r_:"-'-"-"-‘-h'-'\-'M"M‘-'
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NEW TYPE AIRPLINE
OFFICE FOR T1CA
Montreal, QIILT — Growing ex-
me_r_uaific_has

The ‘‘lIsland”’

CONDITION
PGWCER
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Is your horse looking well?
Is his coat sleek and glossy?
Is he full of life and action?

Or is  his hair stiff and
dirty looking? Is he moving
slowly in a tired fashion? Do
his eyes indicate good health?

A horse needs a good tonic
as well as does a man

THE ISLAND CONDITION
POWDER will one up his
digestion and appetite, clear
the eyes, give gloss fo the
coat and lightness-to h
action,

Feed him a nackage of this
wonderful medicine and note
the difference in his appear-
ance in a few days,

Its just cs good (or cl“l;:

sheep and  hogs, 35c I
package,

Prepared and sold by

g E. A. FOSTER:

>
| Central Drugstore g

flving more than 8,000.00C miles a ployer”, -but, there's nothin«
year transporting pascengers, mails | al in it. MacLean and his
SS !In regular schedule | have been living in a north
across the con:.iient froo; St. John's | dwelling, one of a groun being
1 dney, N§ X _N.S.. “en over for naval purposes.
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NATIONAL

EFFICIENCY

In the battle against Fear and Want, adequate
Life, Accident and Health Insurance is a major

factor.

Thrift is vital to the war effort.

Premium savings add to the mighty army of
fighting dollars that is helping to win the war.
It is a privilege of the Life Underwriter to help
make peoples, future more secure. Consult the

Great-West Life man,

HYNDMAN & 0., LIMITED

Provincial Managers

Offices: Charlottetown, Summerside, Montague

Thomas McAvinn, C. L. U. —Special Representative

Allison P. McLean, C. L. U. — District. Manager at Summersid

Earle 8, Jelley — Representative at O’Leary.
Cyrus A. R. Shaw — Representative at Montague,
Peler G. McEachern — Representative at Victoria.
F. L. MucNutt — Representative at Darnley,
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