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AT OTTAWA

According to latest news des-

P ¥ patches from Ottawa the intention

of the Government is to prorogue
Parliament in the middle of May
and hold another session in October.
its

1d the Gover may do
this if so disposed. It is very un-
Hkely, however, that the closure
loyal
Opposition is as vitally interested

® in the success of the forthcoming

Imperial Economic Conference ' as
35 the Government. The Conference
15 certain to prove a very much
greater event than was anticipated
when the idea was first suggested
by Premier Bennett

stance stated in London on Satur-
day that “failure at the Imperial
Fconomic Conference next July
would mean disintegration of the
British Commonwealth to small
and insignificant fragments.” “Our
success,” he said, “could be attain-

new trade agreement must be based
on genuine reciprocity.”

* Mr. Latham also described the
Empire as “a vast system of mutua”
markets within which there
political security, in itself a very|
real commerc'al asset.” Australia is
busily engaged preparing a tariff
on reciprocial basis, and no -doubt
the other Domin‘ons and colonies
are doing the same. It is essential
that Canada should have her ar-
rangement completed so theye' may
be no hitch when the discussions
take place, Of this the Opposition
is cognizant, and is likely to put
no stumbling block in the way of
the devising and developing of
preparatory measures. .Alter the
Conference the Government intends
callng Parliament together at the
earliest possible date, October be-
ing suggested, for the purpose of
ratifying or otherwise the arrange-
ments made with the other parts
of the Empire. Good progress is
being made w:th the estimates in
the House and the debate on the
budget ltself is not likely to be
prolonged, especially in view of the
fact that nearly every member of
the Opposit‘on had an opportunity
of expressing his views on the
wddress,

BURNED FINGERS

One of the contentions of the
Opposition at the last session of
the Legislature was that the Gov-
ernment should take an excursion
this year into the farm lending
gicld. This suggestion was vetoed
by the Government members, Hom.
Mr. Sharp, Minister of Agriculture,
po'nting out that there were other
and more practical ways of ass'st-
ing the farmers, The methods out-
1'ned by Mr. Sharp were endorsed
in a resolution which is being for-
warded to the Governor General in
Council, particulars of which have
alrcady appeared in The Guardian.

What this Province would be
gaddled with had the suggestion of
the Opposition Leader and h's fol-
lowers carried in the Leg'slature,
may be gathered from an . article
which appeared in the Financlal
Post on April 9. The Post, a politi-
cally independent paper, says that!
“per'stent encroachment by gov-
emments in the lend'ng field dur-
ing the last decade is becoming a
matter of serious concern not only
to the large lending institutions but
to the body of taxpayers every-
where in the Dominion. Already
pwo large scale government plans,
those of Sackatchewan and Mani-
toba, are glaring failures and two
other State bodies are lending
money to farmers under conditions
ns to interest rate and as to secur:ty
which cannot be safely followed by
private lenders.”

The Dominion Government, en-
ter'ng the farm loan business In
January, 1920, and mak'ng loans
fo the provinces for 23 or 32 years

in TLondon.|
| The Australian Minister of External
* ‘Affairs, Mr. J. G. Latham, for in-

“sixth and latest great
in the whole history of sclence.”
Interestingly enough, Sir James
concluded his lecture by stgting
that the Binstein theory dissipated
is |the belief that nature moves ac-
cording to fixed

repayable on the amortization sys-

‘|tem with interest at 6 1-2 per cent.,

started its board off with $5,000,000
in capital. As this money was given
free of interest for three years the
Dominion has already contri buted{
$250,000 a year interest to the
board in its three years of opera-
tion. Loans to an amount of $7,-
600,000 were made to March 31,
1931, As these are long term loans:
tthe success or fallure w1l have to
be determined over a long period.

mon De Valera in 1921.—"I
do swear to bear true

NOTES BY THE WAY

Here is the oath drafted by Ea-
faith and
allegiance to the constitution of
Ireland and the treaty of associa-
tion of Ireland with the British
Commonwealth of Nations and to
recognize the King of Great Bri-
tain as head of the associated
states.” The oath eventually in-
corporated into the treaty and
which Mr, De Valera now wishes
to abolish is as follows:— “I.......
do solemnly swear true faith and
allegiance to the constitution of
the Irish Free State as by law es-
tablished, and that I will be faith-

{ful to His Majesty King George,

Fifth, his heirs and successors by
law, in virtue of the common citi-
zenship of Ireland with Great Bri-
tain and her - adherence to and

NAIVE ADMISSION

Sir James Jeans, the eminent
scientist, asserts that the universe
is like a vast soap bubble or huge
balloon constantly expanding’ and
exploding, and that the stars and
planets are like tiny _speeks on the
surface, constantly moving away
from the soap bubble at terrific
speed. This view, Professor Jeans
says, is the outcome of the theory
of relativity discovered by Professor
Einstein, He describes it as the
milestone

“and left
room in the great scheme of things
for spiritual matters, such as relig-
ion.” This is the modem interpre-
tation and confirmation of the old
time-worn maxim that “there is
nothing new under the sun.” The

astrologers and wise men of pre-
historic days reached the same

conclusion which Sir James now
says modern scientists are prepared
to admit,

laws,

A DIRE PREDICTION

If civilization advances along the
lines indicated in the past few years,
literature, as an art and even as a
recreation, is doomed to extinction.
This, at any rate, is the opinion of
the o.nonymous‘ author of a book
entitled “Today and Tomorrow” in
which a forecast is made of the cul-
tural conditions which will prevail
in 2000 A. D.

The forecast is anything but reas-
suring to lovers of literature. At
that time, according to the author
cited, civilized people will have lost
the art of sustained attention to
anything that does not immediately
tickle the mental palate. Distractions
will have multiplied so rapidly that
it will be rare to see a person settle
down for an evening’s reading. The
television screen will provide every
home with a continual feast of en-
tertainment. In a few more gener-
atlons “most people will be unable
to read for more than a few minutes

mere lookers-on and listeners-in,
lazily absorbing visual thrills and
predigested mental food.”
learning will have been entirely sup-
erceded by the radio, the cinema
and television, with their all too
fascinating lectures and clever pic-
torial demonstrations. Our pamp-
ered children will undoubtedly ab-
sorb a great deal of knowledge by
these delightful means, but that
knowledge will not be sufficiently
sharpened and deepened by the
amount of work they do themselves,
and this lack of a reasonably severe
discipline in reading and writing
will make for superficiality and lack
of culture.

The moral of the story is sum-
med up by the author in the foilow-
ing paragraph :

“True education cannot be
achieved by the entertainment
route, Since reading is thus dis-
couraged in schools—iot by de-
liberate intent but as an inevit-
aple result of the many ingenious
means of imparting informatin
~theré is no hope of arresting the
decline of creative litscatura until
book leatuing resumes its right-
ful place in the educa‘inual pan
The last gencration 1s lasgely los-
ing the habit of readlag becsuse
of the restless whirl of amusement
that fritters away even the long
hours of recreation that every
one now enjoys; the new gener-
ation is not even acquiring the
habit.,”

at a time; they will have become

Book

membership of the group of na-
tions forming the British Common-
wealth of Nations.” 1In the cir-
cumstances, the more practical
Irish people are scarcely likely to
want to sacrifice a $200.000,000
market for the sake of a few hair-
splitting phrases, Mr. De Valera
himself may well see the folly of it.

There is the story of the New
York matron with an income she
could not spend if she tried, who
is said to have explained to a
friend that she was sorry to have
dismissed her chauffeur, The step
had to be taken, however, despite
the fact that he was a nice man
and had a wife and three children,
because it was imperative that
every one economize at a time like
this and she wished to set an ex-
ample! It is similar  psychology
which is preventing many men’
from buying a new car or a new
yacht, or having that addition
built. They either believe that they
are furthering the good of man-
kind by keeping their excess dol-
lars, or they think that their
neighbors will consider them
“bloated plutocrats” unless they
too do without something which
they can very well afford. Anyone
buying anything new these days is
to be congratulated, not condemn-
ed.

If there is one man in Canada
who today is not playing politics,
it is the Rt. Hon. R. B. Bennett.
The pity of i’ is that Mr. Macken-
zie King and the Opposition can-
not see their way clear to put
country before party and to give
the Government of the day a rea-
sonable support until the nation
emerges from an acute world-wide
depression. That is what Hon. C.
H. Dunning has said they should
do.

It was the patriotic {ideal that
moved the Hon. R. B. Bennett
when at the Imperial Conference
in 1930 he proposed for the whole
Empire the policy of economic
co-operation which- has since been
radopted by a powerful British Go-
vernment and by the British elec-
torate. It was this that he had in
mind when he called"the Imperial
Economic Conference, which is to
meet at Ottawa next July, with a
view to improving this Dominion’s
position and to binding all parts
of the Empire more firmly togeth-
er in closer trade relationships.

Britain’s tariff on foreign im-
ports is lower than that of Cana-
da, and our tariff is lower than
that of the United States but in
the matter of taxation on incomes
the people of Great Britain are
'hit very hard. Smaller incomes are
exempt in this Dominjon as in the
United States. but in Great Bri-
tain the tax on our income of
$2,000 is $148.00 a year or more
than 7 per cent., while on $5,000
it is $747, or approximately 15 per
cent., and on $10,000 it is $2.143.
or more than 20 per cent. Of
course there is taxation in other
forms but in comparison with
those of Great Britain the people
of Canada have no grest reason to
complain,

In August. 1921, Mr. Roosevelt
arrived at Campbell's Island,
where he had & summer home.
Before landing he tried his hand
at catching cod, and fell over-
hoard from the yacht’s tender. On
landing the next morning the par-
ty joined in fighting a brush fire
all day. Next morning Mr. ‘Roose-
velt’s leg gave him trouble, and
within three days infantile paraly-
sis had him helpless from the
waist down, It was belleved that
he had picked up the germ in
New York, when the disease was
epidemic. About the‘ middle of
September he was removed to
New York. Five years later he was
still using crutches, and as late as
1928 wore leg-braces. Thus for se-
years or more Roosevelt labored
under a severe physical handicap.
It did not, however, prevent him

By James W. Barton, M.D ¥4
YOUR HEALTH BANKER

Some years ago I wrote a short
series comparing the body to an
automobile—the stomach was like

PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open tot the
discussion by ts -
of questions of interest. The -
Charlottetown Guardian does

ELMIRA BRANCH SERVICE

—

" Sir—The people of the extreme
Eastern: of this F are

the gas tank, the small intesti
like the carburetor, the gas was the
food eaten, and so forth,

Once or twice a year I like to
compare the body to & business,
with its assets and liabilities—the
assets being the body the folks gave
you and what you have done with
it, and the labilitles any inherited
weakness, and any lack of care, or
unfortunate happenings to your
body.

A short time ago I came across a
little booklet called Who's Your
Health Banker? written by Dr. Geo.
B. Lake, Chicago, which likened
your health to your financial re-
sources,

“You start life with a deposit of
energy and resistance to disease
bequeathed to you by your parents.
You make deposits from day to day
in the form of food, air, and sun-
shine,

Every physical act of work or
play, every mental act, and every

today facing an alarming situation
in the proposed discontinuance of
the daily train service to Elmira,
and through your courtesy I desire
to point out that a very serious in-
Justice is being done.

It is argued in some quarters that
a8 the Elmira branch did not exist’
prior to 1912 and the people got
along very nicely without it; that
it 1s not necessary in 1932; that the
cost of maintenance and operation
today greatly exceeds the revenue
obtained therefrom; and that the
Railway management is forced in
the interests of economy to discon-
tinue the train service,

Now, it must be borne in mind
that previous to the opening of the
Elmira branch, the people of this
section suffered untold hardship in
hauling produce to the end of the
rail at Souris—in some cases as far
as fifteen miles, Very often produce
was hauled to Souris over almost

ble roads in the spring and

emotion (fear, anger, excit t) is
a check drawn against your energy
balance.

Do you keep your health balance
in a sock under the mattress and
spend from it hit or miss? . Or
have you made a contact with your
health banker (your family doctor),
so that he.can assist you in keeping
your energy account in a sound and
flourishing condition.

A burglar, in the form of a long
and serious illness may steal the
savings of a life time tomorrow
night.”

To prevent losing your savings,
your health, you should consult your
family doctor and spend not less
than an hour to an hour and a half
having him examine you thoroughly.
Tell him everything about your
family and yourself that may have
any bearing on your health, With
all that you tell him, and all he
can find for himse!f during the ex-
amination, he will be able to advise
you whether to increase your de-
posits—food, air, and sunshine—or
decrease your expenditures—mental,
physical and emotional—or both.

He may discover that some of
your investments from a health
standpoint have been unsound and
are likely to result in serious loss
(disease.) . In that case he. can
almost always tell you how to es-
cape from the threatening situation,
or at least lessen the risk to the
lowest possible point.

The thought then 1is that you
should see your family doctor at
least one or twice a year, and find
out how your health balance stands.
Remember, good health is the
greatest human asset,

T |

THE GARDEN HERETIC

I never had great joy in garden
beds,

That make an endless fight with
life and death,

I love to see the trees 1ift up their
heads

And shake them free,
take their breath.

They say God walks in garaens, but
I wonder

If He could call a buttercup a
weed! 5

So give me space where live gold
is no blunder,

And let me plant a hawthom for
my need.

and freely

I love to know how many trees are
greeting

The Spring because I gave them
second birth;

That trees of mine will witness lov-
ers meeting

When I shall be substantiate with
the Earth.

Ah! make what garden plot your eye
may please,

But do not die till you have planted
trees!

—Leo Chozza Money, in Time and

Tide.

late fall, for instance when the
mire would be almost to the axles.
The whole district was completely
isolated and when the roads were
blocked in winter, communication
with the rest of the world was prac-
tically cut off. An agitation com-
menced for an extension of the then
Prince Edward Island railway from
Souris, east to Elmira or East Point,
and the question was a prominent
issue at every election. The need
for the extension was recognized on
all sides and the agitation provided
excellent football material for the
politicians of the day. When finally
the Government opened the Elmira
branch the people: obtained long-
delayed Jjustice: and & new. era
dawned. As a result Agriculture re-
celved an impetus and the markets
were placed within. easy reach of
the farmers, fishermen,and mer-
chants. ‘The road continued in op-
eration for some twenty years with-
out impairing in any way the ef-
ficlency of the Railway service. to
other parts of the Province,

The cost of operatlng the whole
Canadian National Raflway system
is disgracefully in excess of rev-
enue. In recent years, this system
squandered millions of dollars in
building and maintaining palatial
hotels in centres already well and
adequately served in this respect;
in building branch lines in sparsely
settled districts in Western Canada
districts incapable. of providing
business for generations yet to
come, and in equipping and oper-
ating de luxe trains to run parallel
with other roads with whom' they

ht to pete for a busi in-
capable of supporting two systems.
Year after year these same Rallway
companies, later merged into one
system, came to Ottawa and “milk-
ed” the' Government. The  tax-
payers footed the bills and the orgy
of extravagance went merrily on.
Large staffs of officlals: were, and
are, employed at fabulous salaries.

of our Railway system proudly an-
nounce & hitherto unknown policy:
eponomy. They are to eliminate
‘“unnecessary” services, They reduce
their employees’ salaries and wages

when the reduced incomes of other

to close down “branches” that are
not paying expenses. Yet the exces-
sive salaries are paid their higher
officials providing them with little

whole Canadian Natfonal system
from Vancouver to Charlottetown is
operating at a loss and if the rail-
way authorities were consistent they
would not only close the Elmira
branch, but close down the whole
system, take in their sign and go
out of business altogether. The
rallways of this country are maine
talned and operated, not for the
purpose of paying dividends, but
primarily to serve the interests of
the country. (I except of course the
C.P.R. ‘nnd other privately owned
roads).

It must not be forgotten that the

DODDS
KIDNEY

from taking an active part in pub-
lic life, and in 1928 he bcame go-
vernor of New York. His physical
condition continued to improve
and he is now very much in the

nation.

running {orbthe Democratic noml-'

taxpayers of every section of this
Province have for over half a cen-
tury contributed to the rallway de-
velopment of Western Canada, The
people of this Province have seen
their population dwindle to a little
over 88,000 because of the non-ful-
fillment ‘of the terms of Confeder-
ation and the loss of our markets
as a result of that union with the
rest of Canada. From 1873 to 1922
the people walted for steam com-
municatien with the mainland, the
meanwhile seeing our growth re-
tarted. Today the “home market”
which was promised us in return, is

closed to us by the exhorbitant

freight rates imposed by the Rail-
‘ ways. Surely the people of a large

and important agricultural district .

Today, with a huge deficit, with |
credits impaired, the High Priests

ESTABLISHED 1832
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L. D, Murray, Manager
C.I.'mnrt,A.c.u...“

" Built on a sound FOundation

guarded by ample resources to meet all
eventualities.

And with this guarantee of stability
the Bank also offers personal services
ohid

assurance that the customers’ interests
" are always the Bank’s interests.

Maké m Bank_- of Nova Scotia your bank

“BANK+NOVA SCOTIA

in The Bank of Nova Scotia

are carried through with the

are not to be forced to pay for the
folly and misguided zeal of politici-
ans and rallway heads. Is
it not ridiculous in view of the
financing of the road to Hudson
Bay, a purely political concession of
the Mackenzie King Government to
the politicians of Western Canada?
A road penetrating the frozen wast-
es of Northern Manitoba to the
igloos of the Eskimos and in Prince
Edward Island a branch road serv-
‘ing & prosperous community clos-
cause of economic conditions, is
surely the height of absurdity!
Surely, the Railway managément
should retain for us that which is
our right, viz: communication with
the rest of the continent and access
to the markets for the produce of
our farms.
I am, 8ir, etc.,
PRO BONO PUBLICO.

When April Comes.

(Montreal GaZette)
Rightly is April named the open-
ing' month. It is the foreword of
springtime. No period of the year
is more gladly welcomed. None
carries a greater influence. Nome
speaks more subtly and eloquently
to the human heart. This  season
.contains in the germ all the rich
treasure which the after days of
gorgeous summer and ripe autumn
must unfold, April is the herald of
better days to come, It sounds the
prophetic stra'n, Its motif is the
gloden age. Through all the weather
moods which may pelt down upon
our old earth in the shape of snow-
flurries, drenching rains, sting'ng
sleet, or the fitful bluster of 'the
east wind, the April spirit pursues
its way with invincible bravery.

| There is something in the air that

begets new hope when nature once
more sets about the great business
of renewing the face of the earth.
it is amaz'ng to reflect that the en-
ergy of nature is today as fresh and
full as it was rountless aeons agome,
that no sign of staleness nor aged-|
ness appears upon the th'ngs which
blow. and grow about our  doors,
that each year the stuff which has
been passed through the crucible
and reduced to slag and ashes, a-
fresh catches the flame of life and
is wrough up into a myriad’ of
forms of clean artistic beauty with
[which no human efforts can' ever
hope to vie. ‘This springtime urge
means more for the welfare
of the race than all the sclentific
lore human folk ‘have collated, and
is of greater value than all the

ten per cent—a mere bagatelle ,

enterprises are concerned. They are : Chesterton

short of a parasitical livelthood, The |

monumental works to which men
i have set: their hands. It may be, as
somewhere  suggests,
that we modern folk have lost much
of the simple sense of wonder and
of awe with which primitive peo-
ples watched the motions of the
seasons, the return of the light in
the heavens and the emergence of
springtime flowers from the o'lod

+0-04

Are You Troubled With '

LUMBAGO

SORE. BACK
remedie b ot namely st

BACK-RITE
TABLETS

Especially effective for Lum-
bago, Sciatica, Neuritis, Joint
Muscular and other forms of
Rheumatism which ordinary

treatment fail to reach,
ONLY 35¢ PER BOX.

i 2 MACS

149 Great. George Street

ed by 'the Railyay management be- ¥

But, §f 80, this simply bespeaks our
stupldity. For the April lyric 1Is
a’'poem of-beauty: that never fails
and never grows old, and what
poetry Is ever done into print is
but the merest- hint of tha t ex-
quisite version nouished amid al-
ternate rains and sunshine—

“When proud-pled April, dressed in

all his trim,
Hath put the spirit - of youth in

The Black Museum

y (Saturday Night)

Of all the many musenms of
London, there can be none to equal
the Black Museum. 'The Holy of
Holies of Scotland ¥ard, «he head-
quarters of London’s police.

It is entirely private, anl very
Jealously guarded. It is ‘n fact a
private ‘collection of mementoes of
all the most famous crimes of our
history, and it is moreover a co'd
fact that one of the chief reasons
for the secrecy is that to show the
exhibits to the ‘“budding criminal”
would go too far towards "glvlng
the game away.” :

The Black Museum tecnl!s all

‘the most horrible and gruesome

crimes of the century. Among its
most ghastly relics are fragments
of Mrs. Crippen’s hair, dig up from
the cellar of her husband’s house
where her mutilated body was
found. . The black 'wool masks of
the Deptford murderers—an initial
scratched on the handle of a work-
man'’s ‘tool which'led to his nrrest,
and the nofe scrawled with blood-
stained fingers in which *he notor-
fous “Jack the Ripper” regretted
that owing to lack-of time he had
been unable to cut off the ears of
his latest victim'in' fulfillment of
his promise to the. police!

A ghoulish collection, : bt one
filled with interest and instruction
to.those whose work is the detection
and prevention of crime.

An the corner.a bunch of hang-
man's ropes gives mute test'mony
to the efficiency of tho London po-
.

The Black Muuum ll a great ex-
ample of the little :mistake which
practically . every .criminal makes,
The tiny ehip that brings so many
murlerers to the gallows. There is
little but a length of rope to re-
mind one of Wailwright who mur-

lime." ‘The second destroys, but the
first preserves. There is & rclic of
Charlie Peace, burglar and murder-

dezed his wife, bnt buried her body ! .
in chioride of lime instead of quick-

er, but this {s a tiny foldlag ladder,
the forerunner of the telescopic
ladders of the burgling fraternity of
today. There is an oxy-acetylene
blow lamp which was used to re.
move £25,000 worth.of fewels from
a Plccadilly shop and a . forged
Treasury note labelled “made in
Germany 1920.” The only mistake
in this otherwise perfect work of
art is that the shading round the
King's head is all the same color!

High Treason is represented, and
the uniform ar.d swosd of Roger
Casement occrpy & place ' or
with the torca and sk#%h a«p of
the Trish Coast where he was land-
ed from a German submarine. There
are bombs, and Zeppelin relics,
walking sticks and  “jemmies.”
Skeleton keys and “faked” dice.
Prisms and mirrors. All the para-
phernalia of crime gathered to-
gether through the years. A grue-
some Museum in all truth but one
which causes more than a little
worry amongst the great brother-
hood of Crime.

The Sunday school teacher, to the
class (after reading with them the
second chapter of Exodus): “What
did the mother of Moses do to hom
soon after he was born?”
“please, teacher, she thrashed
him,” said one little chap.
“What makes you say that?” ask-
ed the teacher. i

“rcause it says in the third verse,
“When she could not further hide
him'l”
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