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‘ Governmental Sins
 Of Omission And Commission

Finances, Agriculture, Public

‘Works, And

Other Depart-

.- ments Ably Discussed’ In Bud-
get Debate By Mr. W. Chester

5 28, ‘McLure.

Pollowing . 5 the speech delivered
)y Mr.W. Chester 8 McLure, Fifth
District of Queens, in the Budget de-
bate, Provincial , Legislature, April
3nd.

Mr. Speaker: In rising to make a
few observation on the Budget that
was brqught dowh by the Premier of
this House T might be allowed the
privilége ‘elaimed by the last speak-
er—vob having spoken on the Draft |
Address—of joining with the hon,
members who have referred to our
gracious Sovereign, King George, V,
and his fortunate restoration to
health. May it be our privilege, for
many vedrs to come, to sing: “Long
may he reign!” I am sure it can be
sald that we all agree on that polnt.

1 would like, with your permission,
to‘ recall some of the fine tributes
that have been paid by hon. mem-
bers of the House to some hon. mem-
bers who, ‘during Recess, have pass-
ed to the Great Beyond. I can only
add in s humble way to the elo-
quent remarks that have been made;
but I wish, with your permission, to
add my little tribute to the memory
of those gentlemen who were at one
time members of this Legislature.

In the passing of the Hon.: Fred-
erick ' J.. Nash, one of the 'honored
members .of this House, the city and
Province have lost a great citizen,
s remarkable journalist, a man of
wonderful perseverence in the work
that'he had in hand, and one who
gave of his best in advocating the
prinéiples and policies of ‘his news-
paper; the Patriot. To knitw Mr. Nash
as I knpw him wasdgo appreclate
aim; and I think h’.’»’w be best re-

bered by the s of this
Legidlature in connection  with his
liigh standard of character and his
methods of  journalistic . work. I
might also say that while he was an
honored member of the House he
stood extremely high in the councils
of his party, and was for many
years one of the leaders of that par-
ty in this Province. i

In ‘the death of another hon.
gentleman who was a member of
this"Houss, namely, the late Hon, Dr.

‘those who are left to mourn.

o ——1
S. R. Jenkins, this city and Province

have also suffered a great loss. Dr.
Jenkins was a remarkable man. He
was honored in his chosen profession,
and he gave of his best, of his wis-
dom, of" his cheerfulness and sym-
pathy, to relieve the sufferings of his
fellow men. He also took a great in-
terest in’every movement for- the
welfare of the Province or city, and
was in every sense., of the word a
splendid citizen.

Other Tributes,

1 would also like to-join in the re-
gret that has been expressed.at the
passing of Mr. D. A. McDonald. All
that I can say, as I did not know
this gentleman, is that I join in the
tribute so well voiced by my col-
league with regard-to Mr. McDPonald,
who was one of our pioneer legis-
lators in-this-Province.

In the passing -of: these .men. who
were honored .member. of this. House
I am also reminded :that a very
faithful employee .of .the: Provincial
Government ;has passed away. I re-
fer to the late Mr. John MacDon-
ald;, provincial dairy inspector. That
gentleman was in the employ, of both
the Stewart, Government. and, the
Saunders Government, and has been
cut off at an early, age. I lnis= &5
Minister of Agriculture and every
member of this Legislature will agree
{hat the work of the provincial in-
spector was most carefully executed,
and that he did & great deal to
bring up the standard of our cheese
and butter’ throughout the Province,

T belieye his efforts in this dlrecupn,l

have been  responsible for our but-
ter bringing perhaps a liltle better
price than it would otherwise have
done. All we can say, in these cases,
18 thes  curisympathy axtends to
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Boquets.

It is also customary, in referring
to the Speech from the Throne, to
congratulate the mover and second-
er of the Address. These two gentle-

'MR.W. Cricor €R §. MCLURE; M. L. A.

men have had a great many hoquets
heaped upon ‘them already, but my
hon. friend from' the Murray Har-
bor District (Mr. Campbell), and' my
hon. friend from- Abram’s Village
(Mr.Darby); willl probably be willing
to accept one little boquet ‘'more. I
may say, likethe last ‘spéaker, that

.I. had: their proud function to per-

form at onc time; it is rather a dif-
il iR T07 & BeEinGRD, and WEsS
gentlemen acquitted themselves ex-
ceptionally well. Their speeches were
to the ‘point; they went over their
subject and- presented it in such a
mannet that a great many of the
speakeys who followed them took a
1ong time to caover the same: topics.
“Their -addresses were & - credit  to
themselves and an honor: to the dis~

tricts which they represent:

Before taking up the main ques-
dlnw AP

the Budget that wag nresent-

ed to thls House, I may say that'l

was ‘sorry the hon, member of the
Qovernment from Mor;tsgue (Hon.
Dr. Grant) made such a pacifying
speech. He rather puf one out of the
fighting spirit, because he had com-
pliments and boquets to hand out to
everybody. However, as he is not In

1
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Tis ‘seat, I shall:leave™ his remarks
for a’ few moments,:and pass on to
‘a subject in which .we are all vitally
interested. X

PRESS CRITICISM

Naturadly, Mr. Speaker, the  im-
portant part of this debate is the
B, - rhen . valy Didgst T
brought down the other eévening. I
whas rather disappointed. 1 suppose. it
is customary for those on the éppo-
site side to be’somewhat disappoint-
ed; but when the leader of the Gov-
ernmeht arose .to: deliver, his address
1 really ‘thought :we were golig to
have a full explanation. of the, fin-
anclal® condition ° of ithe Province.
Somehow, outside interest -seemed ‘to
creep in, and he wanderéd from his
subject. Speakers, as I know- myself;
are’ Liable ‘to’ get ‘off ‘the"mark: that
they areaiming at when they start;
but-when the Premier brought down
his Budget, after all the eulogies that
had been heaped upon him. by his
followers, I thought. he would ap-
proach this House beaming over with
delight . and pleasure , at the fine
things said about him. I was$ sadly
mistaken; for in his speeches both
on ‘the Draft . Address and on the
Budget he seemed to be in an an-
tagonistic mood; he threw his hat
into the ring; he threw down the
gauntlet, and immediately made a
severe attack, in fact with & great
deal of venom and spleen, upon the
press of this Province. ‘That, of
course, is any man's privilege and
right to do, However, I was really

| to_allow himself to be disciplined by

disappointed, I was really sorry that
the leader of this House had occa-
sion, in his own way of thinking, to
do so; because, after all,” the Press
is the great atbiter, the only arbiter,
of human difficulties. I want it un-
derstood that I am not espousing
the interésts of any press, but’the
press in general, when I say that it
is the duty of-every inteHigent “cit-
jzen to read every a day a newspa-
per with which he does not agree.
For if a man only réads the news-
| paper with which' he . agrées, he s
| only intensifying his own—probably
| wrong—conception of things, whéth-
| er it be political,. religious or other-
wise; and it is his duty, As a respon-

| sible citizen, to accept the press, to|

read it and profit by it, because, af-
ter. all, it is man's greatest benefact-
or. . ¢ (AR 5
We all know that Premiers come
and Premiers go; but the Press daily.
grinds out. the' news of .the world.
And if any hon. gentleman has am-
bitions of becoming a great states-
man or of occupying the highast po-
sition in his Province or his foun-
try, I believe. it is wisdom on his part

the press. We all know that even.s
diatesman’s conscience sometimes be-
comes warped when looking too in-
tently at a high office that may
dangling in front of him; much

like some of oursclves. (Applause).
[ A !

Mr ,",“ m‘ﬂu‘ Press,
A8 1 sald, T am not espousing the
tause of  any partidular < newspa-

ever since T have been in this House,!

word

‘mean.”

MR, MCLURE: Well, 1 took them
down. However, if he ony used the
“contemptible,”
i should be man enough to lpoloxhe.!
It is, of course, any politician's right.
to say whatever he wishes with re-
gard to those things; and the attack,
when made, can always' be refuted.
So much for that.

why : use

’ to@ly;n are indebted for many of
the best things that build .up our
country, to the Préss,
they -occasionally - write some *-little
article that we on this side of the
House do - not: agree with, or' maké
some ‘comment that is not to the liks
ing of my hon, friends on the other
side of -the 'House, -
.+ | terms; in refuting it, as we heard last
i night from ‘an hon. Minister of the
: ‘| Crown,—such expressions as “con-
templible,” “mean,” “slanderous,” and |
“yile.”

HON. MR. LEA; A point of order;
I never used the word “slanderous.”
I ack the hon. gentleman to with-
draw that. g !

MR. MCLURE: If the hon. Min-
ister did not . use 'that expression, I
will certainly withdraw it; but  he
used the words “contemptible” ‘and
“mean” :

HON. MR. LEA: No. I did not say

And’ should

I think he

SURPLUS OR DEFICIT?

In connection with the Budget that
was brought down the other evening
by the leader of the Government, we
find two remarkable and outstand-|.
ing - stat t,

being broad

must look at these as they = were
shown to us, and examine .them. in’
of the Public
One statement was made and: prov-
en, I think beyond the shadow of a
doubt, 'that the Saunders Govern-
ment had a deficit of $246,000. The
other statement that was made was:
that the Saunders Government had
a surplus of some $3,700. I.am not
going to discuss the fine definitions
that have been drawn with regard
to “liability,” “net liability,” “debt,”
We  have

£ 211 thoca

the - light

“surplus,” and
had absinitions

“deficit.

avon

Accounts

such

t. We

MR. MCLURE: What was the
| amount? - §

PREMIER SAUNDERS: More than
that,

MR. MCOLURE: What was the
amount?

PREMIER SAUNDERS: Figure it
up; I can't tell you.

MR. MCLURE: Well, until you
give it, I am right. (Applause). In
1020 ' we” owed fHe short loan depos-
itors $344,642. These two ‘amounts
total $973324.07.

THE TRUE DEFICIT

Now  let us make the comparison.
In 1p38; as T sald, they owed $729,-
183.-'That was an actual debt or lia-
| bility,’ you can call it whichever you
like. At the end of the fiscal year
1920 they owed $973234. We were
told by the Premier the other night
that. “any school-boy in the  fourth
grade” - could easily figure up the
deficit; so by subtracting the amount
due the Bank and short loan depos-
itors.in 1928 from the amount due
at the end of the fiscal year 1929 we
get. an  increased indebtedness of
$244,048.29; and I challenge any one
to say that that is not correct. Those
ftems are taken directly from the
Public Accounts as they have been
taudited and tabled in this House.
There must be added to this amount
another $2,000 differencs in gasoline
account, which would make the debt
$246,048.29 for year 1929,

The People Krow!

What Is the use, Mr.' Speaker, of
public men trying to tell us in this

the Province know that the debt is
unfortunately increasing under all
Governments. I am not criticlsing
over harshly any Government; but
what is the use of trying to deceive
the people and say: “We have a sur-
plus,” when we actually have a def-
iclt year after year? There may be
different ways of figuring out this
deficit, but I think we might just as
well accept,. on both sidas of the
Hours, the Duhlic Aggounts as thay
are tabled. If -any hon. gentleman

F actory’-fresh‘ and |
Fragrant. '

*A man buysa handy pocket pack
of Marguerites. FHe smokes some
—gives some away—then when
the pack is empty—it goes over-
board! The handy pack keeps
cigars factory-fresh and fragrant
—and when it’s empty it’s
thrown away. It’s a good re-
minder, too, because 2 man
always knows that if he has no
pack in his pocket—he has no
cigars!”

%o belowst

BUY MARGUERITES IN HANDY
POCKET PACKS OF FIVE CIGARS

TUCKETTS
MARGUERITE

MR. MCLURE: It should have
been done before this.

HON. MR. LEA: It has been done
two or three times. You are evident-
1y hard to-convince.

MR. MCLURE:
well. I heard-a speech last night in
which an hon. member tried to prove
that there was no deficit,
did not succeed very well. He might
just as well have taken the Public
Accounts .and said: “We didn't ex-
pend this, or we didn’t expend that.”
We contend that he cannot pick and
choose the items in the accounts. If
he had turned to the bank account

T07 Qi Ve TEWE, Taasaa 4e waed wiaD

House that we are not increasing
our debt? (Applause). The p=ople of

not that the rate of 4!z per cang |
discouraged -the depositors. It ma: be {
that they lost faith in the Gov na ;
ment. I am inclined to fthink, I we i
ever, that it was duc to the-goflt rse il
of tde stock exchange, bécdusé we
blame everything that has hapr n- i
ed since October on that unfort n-
ate affair. But therc is no doubt’t at |
the debt has been increased to (e '§
amount that I have stated; and th re
is no use in attempting to hide it r

to camonuflage it. (Applause).» ' .

(To be ‘Contlnuee;

That is all very

but he

o»—

(le consciénce of ordinary politiclans’'sate “iri " saying, ~Mr. Speaker, .that

per. T have always made it my rule, | Tected.. . -

dbfinitions

things, but, after all, we may look
at it in this way. If & man buys $300
worth of farm machinery, and if he
gives a noté in payment for that
machinery, he still has a debt of $300.
He owés somebody. He has got to pay
the note it maturity.’I do not think
he can turn around and: say: “Well,
I got that machinery and 'T*got my
hote accepted ‘for  $300° for - three
months ** at “so - much- interest, o
tiiank God that is paid for.” He
cannot say thht, bedause the machin-
ery 1s still unpaid for; the note will
come due and he must meet it. In
the same way, {f a farmer borrows
4300 from the Bank, it may be to
pay “for' some improvement’ on his
farm, he still owes the Bank $300
until it 15 paid for. You.may argue
it and twist it around &py way you
like—call it “debt” “lidbility,” 'or
“deficit’—all have - practically the
same meaning.

PREMIFR SAUNDERS: You will
not get anybody to substantiate that.

MR. MCLURE: Well, I will sub-
stantiate it before I am through, and
that will be sufficient. The figures
I am going to take are given by the
Provincial Auditor. We all know the
gentleman I refer to; he has besn
the Auditor under several Giovern.
ments and he has had a great deal
of praise heaped on him by mém-
bers. of the House on both sides. I
have heard the leader of this Gov-
ernment give him unstinted praise
for his work, both as accountant and
as auditor; and I believe the ‘Auditor
desérves it all, and it was not flat-
tery.*Now ‘it is his figures ‘that wé
are going ‘to dealwith, and I think
Wwe might just as well take the first’
question, that is with regard to the
Inérease in llability or debt of ‘$246,-
000,

Over-draft and Short Loans.

od froni one very little item. We find
that in the year 1028 the ‘Govern-
ment of this Province owed the Bank
by way of over-draft:the sum of
$287,036. They also owed to the short
loAn depositors $442,000, making a to-
tal of $720,185 for the year 1928. Now
the fiscal year 1929 comes around,
and at Dec. 31st they owe the same
{wo sources.-This is an actual debt
beécause it has not been funded in
any way. You may call it a liability,
& net, liability, or & debt; but it is
money due the Bank and  also due
o short loan depositors. In 1920 the
Govmpe,nt.wal'thg.m by way
of over-draft, $628,591. I think I am

that was,the largest over-draft that
a Government of this Province ever
owed 46 a’Bank.’ ¢ f
* PREMIER ' SAUNDERS: - That . is
% MR. MOLURE: 1 stand to be eor-

oo SR Tae W00

PREMIER - ERS: - Look

1 think this increase can be prov- :

on the other side of the House can
prove to me that this Government
has not increased the debt to the ex-| ;o4 vou must deny the veracily or
tent of over $246000 last year, 1 the truthfulnass of your whele Pub-
would be very glad to see hpw they lic Accounts, because those al;munts
could figure it out in the Public Ac-| .0 que the Bank and the short loan

dounts of the day.

for you. .
Ps

(ol o W )
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worth

¢

never {0 the Press; because

e,

HON. MR. LEPAGE: T will do {t];5"0 as large &s it' was in 1926;
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index, I woyld like to know how he
could get over the statement I have
made. In order to refute that state-
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