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SAND DUNES AT CAVANDISET,

EARLY SETTLERS AT
VERNON RIVER W.F. Frnser

BOUT the year1812, there lived in

4 thé state of Maine U, S.a man
4 named James Laird, having n
poor, rocky farm, Not wishing to live
under the stars and stripes, being a
loyal British subject, he decided to settle
somewhere on British soil. Being the
owner of a small schooner, or shallop,built
sharp at both ends, he gathered his few
effects, and with his family, on board
set shil for Prince Edward Island, His
(umily conslawd of h[duell, und wlle, two
Sons. ind one daughter, The sons’ names
were Josiah and Banward, the daughter's
name was Polly.

They coasted n.round the Island for sume
time, until inally.they entered the mouth of
thehistoric Vernon River, And sajled up
rivet about a half a mile above the Vernon
River Bridge, until they came to a small
clearing, from which some poor unfortun
ate Acadian, had been driven.

Hére they ~went ashore and builta
small house, later they had a farm sur-
veyed, on which, some of Laird’s great,
grandc¢hildren are now living.

His daughter Polly married a Scotch-
man, naimed Angus Ross. She had two
sons—James, and Samuel, (James dfed
some yem"s ago, Samuel isstill living),
and several daughters. Mr Laird’s sons,
did not like farming. Josiah followed
showmaking; Banward went to sea in the
schooner, and for a time did some trading,
and coasting, until finally he disap-
peared altogether. Mr Laird, by this time
wag getting well up in_ years, and,

deserted by both of his sons, he took his
grandson James Ross, to live with him

This grandson married a Miss Gordun.
of Uigg, by whom, he had a large family.
Mr. Laird willed his farm to his great-
grandsou, John Ross, (son of James). A
few years ago, the writer, with John
Ross, examined the will, which can be
seen in the Registry office at Charlotte-
town.

Somewhere about that time, 1812, John
VanIderstine, and Jeremiah Enman,
settled about two miles further upthe
River., They married = the only two

Fdaughters of John Frager, who = were

pasengers in vhe ' Polly. They raised
large families, and quite a number of
their decendants are settled on farms
along the south side of the River,

Then John master, and his brother
William, took up farms near the Enmans.
Jol married a Miss Smith who came in
the Polly, They had five sons, and two

daughters; Thomas lives on the home- |

stend, Reuben, at Vernon River,
William, and John died some years ago,
Frederick is in. Alexandra, Lot49, The
givls are both warried,

A little further up the river,
Roderic McNeill, the undisputed chieftain
of the clan McNeill, of Barra, Scotland.

A short distance south from the river,
stands & modest Methodist meeting
house. When the congregation was first
formed they were under the leadership, of
the late Rev. Cephas Barker.

Further up the river we came to the
Murray Harbor Rond, and ab the foot of
what was called Haydeu's Hill we find the

lives

cellar over which stood the old historic
school house, in which that Prince.among
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men, Hon, James Hayden Fletcher, Ex-
Governor of N, Dakota, studied under
the lute Archibald McNeill,. of honored
memory; and where the writer, when
eight years old, attended for two sum-:
mers,

Now we will turn north, and we come
to that ancient landmark, Hayden's mill,
when now wefind an up-to-date roller
process, which turns out flour unsurpass-
ed by any produced on the Island. The
mill, I am glad to hear is stillrun by a
Mr. Hayden, who does an extensive
custom trade, besides purchasing a large
quantity of ' wheat covert into
flour

A short distance north we come to a
stirring village, the center of which is
that ancient hostlery once conducted by
the late Matthew Redmond, now mana-
ged by a Mr, O'Neil. Sixty years ago, it
was arum den and was called the half

way bhouse, being halfway between
Charlottetown. and  Georgetown. At
that time the mail and passengers

between Charlottetown and . Georgetown
were carried by the late Samuel Lane, of
Mount Mellick, who always fed his horses
ab the half-way house, Mr. Lane, pre-
vailed with the government to place
numbered posts one mile apart between
Charlottetown and Georgetown which
afforded a great deal of satisfaction to the
travelling public,

At the Ten Mile House there was a
l.l:'ge post placed called the finger post
having four arms, pointing to Charlotie-
Georgetown,  Cherry Valley,
It was the writer's

town,
and Pownal Bay.

E EDWARD ISLAND.

WE MUST HAVE ¢
“ | THE TUNNEL.

Peince Edward, productive fuir f-le of the|

,sen,

Joined to the mninland Ly railway should

he;

Since Confederation in seventy three

Men bhave hopefully looked n Tunnel to
sea.

Shoulder to shoulder we'll fight to the
Inst

Until theongh Padlinment this LD §

sk,

McQuarrie's o pleader as nll law courts
know
\1s0 Mr, McCready, likewise Capt, Joe.
Father Borke's o worker, he is mnking
Lhe tenck,
With valinnt Farmer Daniel who s not at
all slack,
Now mietibers of Parlinment atad Hn,

cle

el true—

our Island will look for the Tunnel

from you,

Ab the great Tunnel Tea ull the speakers
did claim
How wmportant it is to be joined to the

main,

By ice we're shut in almost half of the
time;

Cut off from the world like an exile for
crime,

Now the Tunnel we want; for the Tun-
nel we"ll live

Nothing short of the Tunnel satisfuction
will give.

Ifor the steamboats in winter have each

had their day.

The ice boats 'ere this should huve been

laid away.

And now for the Tunncl we'll give it a

test:

We know its the safest, the surest, and
best.

Pray, Sir Wllfrld Lnurler. do not say

e

THE BLOCK HOUSE. CHARLOTTETOWN.

ISLAN

PRINCE EDWARD

A PERFECT SUM-
s MER RESORT.

BEGWEIT is the Miomac name
A by which the Island was flrst

known. ‘It was afterward chang-
6d to “The Island of St. John.” It ‘was
ngain changed and in honor of Prince
Edward, Duke of Kent, father of our lite
beloved Queen - Victoria, . was cnllod.
“Prince Edward Island.”
I now has the prond, distinction ?!.é”'
ing the only spot in* :Brltl;h Empiro

At that time there was seven taverns
between Vernon River, and Charlotte-
town, Redmond's, Crosgrove's, Gay's,
Sullivan’s, Ten Mile House, Damarell's,
Murphy’s not one descendant of the
former owners now occupies these. places.
Now we will turn eastwards, we come
to St. Joacham's Roman Catholic Church,
and Parochial House, both built of brick
that was made close by,

The church stands on a commanding
eminence. It can be seen for miles in dif-
ferent directions. It is handsome in de-
sign and beautifully finished, The parish
is extensive, and the congregation, of
more than average intelligence, is con-
sequently large. The spiritual needs, of
the parish, are ably presided over, by the
Rev. Dr. Doyle, IntheSilent City, close
by, lie the remains of some very dear
friends of the writer,

A short distance further, and we come
to French Mill Creek, wheré, one hundred
years. ago, stood a sawmill, builg by the
French Acadians, When the writer was

e 1| naving the name ot Tte S p
But three cheers for the Tunnel, hlp.;  Prince Edward Il mfuu ¢qual as n
hip, hip, hurray. M- | watering place. .
- Being surr ded by the sea it has al-
::3;:: dv:::d::::l:::: L posh el winter, at:their barns, and-one beautiful
' day in March they hauled her down to the

river with abouat 40 horses and placed her
on the ice.

Vernon River Bridge at one time was a
busy ship yard—when the late Captain
Wm. Welch, and Robt. Barker, built
some large ships, brigs, and brigantines
on the site where now stands the ex-
tensive business block of the Hon, George
Forbes. ' There is a very large amount of
business done at the Bridge in shipping
produce. Mr. T'orbes,” besides doing a
lavge mercantile business,imports lumber,
coal and limestone. The cheese factory is
quite near and Port Vernon Hotel, an up-
w~dn§e ‘boarding house, run by John
Findlay. There are also a beautiful pub:
lic hall, several very flne private
dwelling houses and a graded schoal,
held in the lower flat of the public ball.
On the south side of the Bridge are sever:
al .beautiful ‘dwelling houses and here
John McKenzie, and Dunief MecDonald do
a safe and prosperous business in general
merchandise. Mr, McDonald also ke:ps
the post office, if I mistake not.

ways an abundance of pure air. The
visitor arrives in Charlottetown by steam-
ér just as the s5un goes down, Next morn-
ing he may go eivher by rail or by carriage
to the sea-side where he will have his
choice of several splendidly equipped
hotels.,

The first pleasure he indulges in is a
plunge inthe water. lhe beach iscleanand
smooth, Surf bathing is always fine, and
here you get 1t in the ncmeof perfection.
A half an hour's rollicking in the water,

then for half an hour a sun bath on the

white sand hills. A chase for game with
the gun or a fishing trip with fly, a ‘stroll
in the green meadows, ora ramble in the
shady groves brings health and™ freshness

| to the once tired and depressed and makes

every part of you tingle with new vigor.

You return to your hotel where the
table groans under its burden of choicest
viands, the productions of the farm or in
connection therewith, You enjoy youn
think as you never did before this midday
meal,

In the afternoon you repeat the delights
of the morning, only in varied form and
you are ready for a good tea. In the even.
ing you go out and the picture that meets
vhe eye is of rare beauty as from the bluff’
by thelbeach you watch the sun descend-
ing in gorgeous robes of glory behind the
distant west.

The tree tops catch the yellow light
and gleam like golden spires : and the sun
has gone to rest,

You then retire for the night to enjoy
the sweet sleep that comes to those who
avail themselves of the health.giving pro-

perties afforded by the balmy breezes and }

pure aiv.of Prince Edward Island,

Thus from the sweet. sunlight,  erisp

fresh air, and still beauty of the morning,
: the pleasures of the day, the calm beauty
Io( the evening and sweet rest at night.
the holiday season passes all too quickly
away and the visitor leaves our shores
with most pleasant memories of ourIsland
home; only to return in- the spring bring-
ing others with him to the fair shores of
Prince Edward Island,

“WHEELER,"”

A SPORTSMAN from the South Side
writes, saying:that he is glad to see the
Magazine Guardian  of a recent date
devote space “to the subject of flsh and
game protection, He isalso pleased toknow
what] the] president; of :the Fi & G.;P. A,
looks like by means of the portrait pub
lished, and wishes that half-a-dogen men,
as capable ag sécretary Carbonell, could
be put in the field to travel round as he is
doing, This, the correspondent says,
would soon put a stop to the work of the
“game hogs” who net trout and take
game by unsportsmanlike methods, and
who are described: thus in Forest and
Stream:—

Though of, aspect dull and drowsy,
though of locks upkempt and frowzy,

Through of sblled and. freckled cutiole,
and’ costume rude and strange;

In their frowziness and freckles, they're
as keen in quest of shekels,

As the diamond-decked . deceivers that
vociferate *“‘on ‘change.”

Do you ask me how they get them? Why
they snare them 'and they net:them,

With the aidof vile “contraptions,”
which the game laws quite condemn;

‘What  they've . after is your mongy,
that's theivitinnna, milk and honey,

X ‘ And the “modus opemndl" matters not

Jjot to Lhcm.

n boy he hat, gften seen the i f
vhe old mill,  Next we come to.a modest
Methodist megting. house, Oun the next
farm to the meeting housg, was Gay's
Lavern. Nobagtick ofit-ignow standing,
and not aw beir, livlog -on ite (A hort »
digtance furthor on woicome to. the farm
of the Inte Thomas Richuxdsy, who. was at
Lhat time an extensiye ship builder.,

Next to Mr. Richards came Lauchlis
MgKinnon; then the  McDanald . (North
Pole)-extate:  The older. Me.  MeDonald
was a'so a ship builder, wl o bought £ u
hundred acres of land in one block, nud
sebtled: his fone sons shereon—Donald.
Alexander, and They

{ honest - God:fearing and

John Anmes,

men,

were highly respreted by their neighhors
A little more than fifty yesry ngo, n ber-
vible calnmity, happened too them,  The
four brothyas
pup out of a well, to be replaced 1y 0
new. one, when the lashing of the shears
wroke and two of (lie hrothers were strngk
by, the heayy poles, . ke, the. youngest
brother was instantly killed; Alexander,
the eldest, recovered, but néver was, 88
well again, Many years ago. the Mp.
Donald Bros. built a schooner in the

were  pemoving oan ol
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