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SUPPORT THE PRIME MINISTER

Sir Robert Borden is the one outstand-
ing natipnal figure around whom the peo-
ple can be expected to rally in the new na-
tional erisis which has come with the an-
nouncement of conscription. Outside of
Quebec the Prime Minister has no rival in
the confidence of the public.. That is true
whether we speak of Ontario, the Maritime
Provinces or the West. Iven in Quebec
the minorityv which has done nobly in the
Great War has had to look to the Premier
for the leadership and the ideals which it
has followed.

Party and polities should have little sig-|
nificance for Canadians in the face of the
German menace. The politics of Liberals
and Conservatives alike should consist of

. getting behind the official head of the na-

tion and giving him all the support in their
power in order that the Dominion may pre-
sent a united front to the foe. The strife-
maker of to-day is a publicenemy—a trait-
or whose treason is none the less heinous
and dangerous because it may be born of
blindness and paitisanship. Those indivi-
duals and writgrs who in presence of the
rravest emergeney are exercising an agile
ingenuity against the Government might
well use their talents to better ends.

Let all sane men in the Dominion consi-
der one question. Around whom can the
nation gather if not around Sir Robert Bor-
den? Was it not he who, in 1912, warned
the country of the national danger and of
the coming war? Read his speeches in
Hansard when he urged the people that the
atastrophe would break in 1914 or 1915,
and when he nrged Parliament and the
public to build Dreadnoughts for the Impe-
rial navy against “The Dav.” The Prime
Minister was right then, as he was right in
August, 1914, when he committed Cana-
da's manhood and treasure to  the great
cause without waiting for Parliament. and
then called upon Parliament to ratify his
action, which, under his  leadership, it
promptly did. It was Sir Robert Borden
who had 33,000 troops ready for Kurope
in six weeks, and who of his own_ accord
raised the authorized army, first to-100.-
500,000,
nder his leadership voluntarv enlistment
has broueht in nearly 420,000 men and
nearly 315.000 have gone overseas.  Under
his leadership the country has maintained
its nrosperity and raised its eredit to a new
high level, despite huge outlays on the war
and a progressive reduction in the man-
power of the country available for produc-
tive industries.

In the light of + all these wundeniable
facts. natent to everyone, to whom can the
Dominion turn with hope and confidence
if not to the man who told us the war was
coming, who tried in some measure to pre-
pare for it, and under whom the Domi-
ation has earned the gratitude of the Al-
lies and the vraise of an admiring world?
Who else in Canada has the intimate know
ledge of European conditions? Who else
has had an opportunity to study them as
he has? Who else knows the mind of the
British and Allied . Governments as he
does? Who is there but Borden? If his
defamers, if those who day in and day out
libel him and seek to undermine his Go-
vernment—if they could suggest an alter-
native thev would surely have done so. The
fact that they have nominated no one else
shows that thev are wholly destructive and
in no way constructive in their eriticism.

Is it not _time that such tactics were
abandoned? Is it not time that every
agencv in the countrv were united behind
Sir Robert Borden? Cannot the dissidents
bring themselves to this patriotic frame of
mind? If they can, conscription can be
carried and the brave men who are fight-
ing Canada’s battles at the front will be
adequately” refnfm'ccdé )i

)H
TIH'E RULING BUSINESS SPIRIT
AR

Talk as we will about the duty of in-
ereasing production, of speeding up indus-
tries, and of doing other things with a view
to winning the war, it must not be forgot-
ten that there is no sentiment in business.
The ruling spirit in business is to make the
maximum profit. True, in many indivi-
dual cases there are those who draw the
line of profit short of the maximum, who
refrain from exacting the last dollar of
profit from a transaction, but this applies
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highest price the market will afford and teo
buy at the lowest figure that the whole
ange of the market will sell for. This is
business and no fault can be found with it.
Exceptions, even individual exceptions, to
this are rare. It would be rare, for instance
to have your grocer say to you: “Flour is
selling at the mills today for $16 but I
bought this lot at nine dollars and will lgt
you have it at the regular rate of profit
$9.50. Tt would be rare to hear the farm-
er expostulate with the potato buyer some-
what along thisline: “Lwill not take $2.50
for these potagoes. I plaated a largg acre- |
age this year éxpcul,ing that I would @et, at|
the outside, seventy-five cents a bushel for |
them. That price will pay me well apd I'll|
not geeept any‘more.” Neither the nier-|
chant nor the farmer who'would adopt this |
course would, be regarded as a business
man and we haye not heard of many of|
them doing it. As a rule the merchant sells|
his flour for the maximum market price, |
regardless of what he bought it for; the|
farmer sells his potatoes for the highest!
price the market will offer him—unless he|
expects the market to go higher, in which/
case he will hold for the higher price. Nei-|
ther the merchant nor the farmer is in-
spired by the thought that the price he sets|
on his flour or on his potatoes, or the quan-/
tity he disposes of, is going to help feed the|
hungry or win the war. To the charitable|
and the patriotic these considerations may
count incidentally byt the governing, the|
predominating idea'is to make the most out|
of the business transaction. oA
This factor is one.of the great obstacles|
to government control of prices. Remove
the incentive, profit, from production and|
production is curtailed. In the matter of
foodstuffs government control may check|
to a large extent abnormal profits accru-
ing from cornéring and monopolizing and|
storing, but all attempts at securing Iower:
prices will fail unless they are able to con-|
trol the instinctive business desire for big!
profits. It is this instinctive business de-|
sire, this keenness for profits, that legisla-/
tion must be invoked to control, especially
in the necessaries of life and in controlling
it many difficulties will be encountered, and
many dangers also, one of which may be
the retarding of production itself. In-
creased production is the only means pos-
sible for the reduction of prices and the in-
centives to increased production must be
handled very gingerly even by legislators.
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- The United States may have been slow
in coming into the war; that was their own
business. They came in after all honour-
able attempts Lo avoid plunging the coun-
Lry into war had been exhausted. Having
come in they are in it heart and soul and
those of us Canadians who are still undeci-
ded as to whether it is our business or that
of some one else to win the war may well
follow their example at least in their whole
hearted participation in it.. When the Uni-
ted States Government declared war and
committed the country to a fight to a finish
a convention of Missouri farmers sent this
telegram to Washington: “Nothing but
the solid support of the country behind
President Wilson's draft measure will pro-
tect the country.” They also passed the
following. resolutions:

“Whereas, the time has arrived
when the farmers of the United States
must choose between supplying the
Allies with food so they can keep an
cefficient army-in the field and keep the
war in Europe, or allow the Allies to
starve 'and we ourselves take over the
brunt of the great world war with mil-
lions of our men in the trenches and
the war transferred to American soil;
therefore, be it resolved,

“That we, the farmers of Consoli-
dated District No. 2, in the County of
Johnson, Missouri, do earnestly pledge
our support, as individuals and as a
group, to a country-wide organization
which will help us to work together in
producing and conserving an increas-
ed supply of food; and, be it further
resolved,

“That we, as individuals, pledge
ourselves to give a small portion of our
time in helping any of our neighbors
who give theit time in furthering the
proposed county organization, so that
they may keep.ujj this public service,
knowing that their work-at home will
not suffer.” :

The last resolution—to help those who
are giving of their time in organizing the
country so that their work at home shall
not suffer, may well be pondered by us in
Prince Edward Island. On many of our
farms there is a shortage of help vecause
those who had previously done the work

to the individual rather than to the system,

j cﬁs achine as a whole. And even,
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are now in the battle line at home or else-
where. Are we doing what we can for
these so thaf, theif Work.may not ,suffer?
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Makes a Comparinuvy

“‘Now, gentlemen, it seems to wme
to be interesting to compare the pic-
ture whichv | have thus endegvored
imperfectly to draw of the British
democracies working freely . togelher,
cach under its own institutions, each
according to, its own lights, toward
a common and unselfish end, with
whal is happening and what has hop-
pened in the Central Powers of Eu-
rope. ‘Fhere yon find also many com:
munitieg, independent, or nominally
independent of any alliunce, all work-:
ing together toward objacts which
they at all events conceive to be in
their own interests. But how differ-
ent is that bond which unites them,
how different are the ideas which
they pursue!! At this moment, if all
the stories which reach us from ev-
ery source have the least grain of
truth, you have Germany fighting for
her own selfc’antred ends, encircled
by a set of states whom she has
brought under her control, who love
her not, whose interests “are: really
not identical with hers, but whom
she has got into her grasp, and who
doubtlzss, if they could, would carry
out their own policies in their own
fashion.

“The greatest of all these powers is ’

Austria, and yet we all know, or all
of us who have access to authentic in-
formation, that Austria is
not working with Germany as we are
working with France, or as the differ:
ent units and elements of the British
Empire are working with each other,
Germany has s0 contrived her diplo-
macy and has so'arranged’her materi
al ‘forces ‘thal ‘Austria,’ perhaps, has
not a will of her own, an'l iif she has
a whl of her own ' she is quite incap.
able of cafrying it out. What i3 true of
Austria is true with qualifications and
differences of all the Allies  whgare
fighting ¢n the side of Germany; it is
true of Bulgarfa and it”is true of Tur-
key. All of these arc animated not . by
a desire for legitimate ® self defence,
not hy a desire for freedom, not by de-
termination to reach any comnion end
or tuj'ﬁ'nrry on any great civilizing
work, but they, one and all, are mere-
ly pawng in the German game, moved
a5 the great German military party

8 0wl
resources for their own ends, not per-
mitted to have ideals of their cwn or
Lo pursue them for themselves,  but
all dragged into this greal vortes of
German ambition; all designed in the
first places, to supply the forces hy
which the war may be won, and, if the

~ ADDRESSES PARLIAM

"“ We Have Slaked our Last Dollar on
Democracy, and it Democracy Fail
us, we are Bankrupt Indeed”

T T T T T )

[inont dececives himsclf with (he idea

war is won, as 1 presume there may be
some it Germany who think it will be
wen by the Central Powers, then pre-
destined to ‘fall into their urrlurml“
places as sattellites
Prussian sun, as subordinale powers
destined to minister to her greatnoss,
to her economic wealth, to her econ-
omic control over | all other nationg,
but always in subordination, to the do-
miant power,

Democratic World Finds It Out.

“That is the ideal of the Central
Powers, and it is Decause the world
has begun to discover  that that is
their ideal— because the world wculd
not know that the war was deliberate.
ly arranged by the military party, that
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OLD FASHIONED THINGS,

I am longing today for a whiff of per-
fume

From the old fashioned roses

©  posies in bloum;

For the lilacs and pinks and the posi-
o8 that grow b H

In the garden of Memory, row upon
TOW=— *

IPor the hum of the bees and the wind
in the trees,

And the old-tashioned pleasures of lifo
if you please.

and

For the old-fashioned pleasures I knew
long ago,

Ii’er the callous had
soul of me so,

And the bridge.of my nose was a frec
kled brown span

Reaching down to the wrinkles where
laughter hegan;

When my mirth was as true as the
sun on the dew-—

‘)h, I long for the old-fashioned pleas-
ures, don’t you? . !

grown on the

)

And I long for the patter of old-fash-
foned rain, -
And the old-fashoned turn of an ¢ld-
- faghioneqd lane; ‘
T"or the lilt of a laugh that was mine,
‘40 Jong ‘dgRi Y o W W iN
E'er the years had
hewrt of me so, Y
And the shower and shine of't
Wi ing was mine :
th.. the, truant, .
br:‘mbl”e% yine.. .. it

come ‘over the

h&morn
oy

Aud 1 sit in the haze of my dteaming
and long 8 A

¥6r. the. old-fashioned smiles ag

st v Old-fashioned song ~

OT the old-faghjoned mother whi: tend.
od, ydu know, .

To the old-fashioned posies that grew

ot IONG AR 5 v 4 ’

And my dreamings entwine like
tangle of yine S

Wit the love of that wee little moth:

T a0 er of mmine! 1k
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the provocation which was its normal
excusn, was  deliberately  contrived,
that the moment wag carefully chosen,
and that the ends where  the ‘selfish
ambition of this milltary class— it ig
hecavse the world has discovered this,
that wherever you find the spirit of
liberty ahroad, wherevér you find the
groat spirit of self-development on na-
tional lines, there you will find friends
of the Allies,-there you will find ene-
mies of the Ceuntral powers (Applu-'
use, ) ¢

“Ever more clearly'as the months go
¢, it becomes evident that this. is
becomiing a world war, between the
powers of democracy on the one side,
and thu powers of autocracy on the
other © side. We 'in this room, what-
ever shades of difference may Separ-
ate us, can.in such a contest take only
one side. We¢ can only be on the side
of “democracy (Applause.) We' are
convinced that for every human' com-
bination who have reached ‘the de-
gree: of civilization ‘and development
that has heen reached by all . the
gredt western communities there is
hut one form of Goveinment, and that
is the Government in which the ulti-
mate control lies with the people  of
the country,

Democracy Will Not Fail.

“We have staked our last dollar
upon democracy, and if" democracy
fail us we are bankrupt indecd. But I
know that democracy will not fail us,
(Applause) . I de not pretond, I do not
think anybhwdy whe has ever studied
the history of the past or has looked
with impartial eyes upon the present,
which will soon be history, for a mo-

that democracy is an easy form  of
Government. It i the only form ol
Government bug it is not an casy form
of Government. It has inherent diffi-
cultics; it has always had them, it
always will have them: and | am not
sure that every race is gifted enough
to surmount these difficulties.  That
the great countries that represent
western civilization not only can over.
ceme them, but have largely overcomo
them already. I think is assured. But
do not let ns imagine that the task,
however successfully it may have been
accomplished up to the present time,
is ohe which does uot re;uire  our|
constant effort’ lest where fallure is!
oasy tailure should occur.

Plea to Forego Division,

“After-all, when, German militarism
laid 1t down, as it has ‘always Miq it
down ,that=a @emdcracy is not cap-
ablg either of a far-sighted policy or of
vigorous co-ordinated effort, it’ made
a great blunder— but it made a blun-
der fer which there is some excuse.
They have recognized liow hard the
tagk has always been found, not now
particularly but always, the task of
managing a great community of froe
men, and directing and concentrating
all their efforts and all their sacrifices
al any given moment upon one great
object. That can be done ne doubt
simply and offectively by a military:
autocracy; it can be done more easily
it can in appearance, though I 'think'
only in appearance, be done .much
more - effectively, But when democr-
acy sets itself to work, when it re-
ally takes the business in hand, I hold
the faith most firmly that it will beat
all ‘the autocracies in the world (ap
'plmjm-); but it will pot beat them
casily, it will’ not ‘beat them without
offort, it will not beat them unless it
iz prepared to forego temporarily, it
may be, thoge divisions which in a
sense are the very life-blood of a free,
vigorous, and rapidly developing com-
munity. That is the paradox and the
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: To arrive Saturdayv the 26th,
150 tons of Superphosphate also a

difficulty which lies at .the root of
democracy.  You cannot lave a
democracy withoup a collision of up»|

inions, at least I think not. You'can ||

nct have a democracy without parties,
bécause parties are dfter all, bug the
organization of differences of opinion,
and the paradox and the difficult of
democracy is how this normal and this
healthy. habit is to be got. over, when,
in moments of great national crisis,
the efforts of every section and every
party must ‘bé subordinated to, . one
oyermastering purpose. /

“I am addressing a budy of respon-
sible’ gtatesimen, who know how insti-
tutions are practically worked, . I
Supposg you have your dificulties,
undoubtedly ‘the United States has had
its difficultios, and as most assuredly,
we in the motherland have had  our

difliculties. If those difficulties seem {-

at any given mement™ 4o be hard to
overcowe, do.not, for a.guoment lot
your faith fail you; you are worthy re-
presentatives of those principles of

coustitntional freedom which'ih their !

modern development
tion of the British race, and
which, on- the whole; « have
heen practised with at least as much
success by the British race ag by any
other race in the world, 1o

dare the inven-

‘1" iCarnies Back the Message.

“That €anada is with the' Allies
throwgh all dffticylties to a final and
triumphant end, Is the massi;e with
you, Mr.:Spesker of the Hause of
€ommons, ‘and: you, Mr. Spéaker, of
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Just received a new lot of these Rings direct from
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Guaranteed. Prices Exceedingly low considering quality
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