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The fur of the fox is very deli-
cate in that the top hair will break
off easily and leave a woolly, mat-
ted rubbed spot most distasteful to
W buyers, as well as to the fur

The natural life of the fox
is to den only during the breeding
time, and at others to chase rab-
small
wild lite, jumping up on top of
snow, held up by stumps—to sleep
during the day. In that position he
would sink comfortably down to al-
most totally out of sight, but ocould
near every strange sound so that
could
gpring down, and scamper off out
of sight and danger like & flash,
There was nothing that could dam-
age his fur or rup it in any way, and
a perfect pelt.
This was the picture man had of
the fox in the wild in the early
days of trapping. It did not occur
to him that this wild fox would be
and
that he was subject to worms that
would cause him to rub and scratch
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the valuable animals
and tinally the marketing of the
peautiful skin of the Silver Fox in
the fashion centres of the world.
The story of the fox in the wild
and in his captivity 1s & romantic

ada, but in the United States, and
in European oountries, as a real
proven industry.

After all, fur farming is simply &
stock raising proposition. It requir-
es to be understood, and properly
capitalized, and then there is no
question of its being a success.

In spite of the enormous increase
evident in the supply of all specles
of furs, the price has held firm, es-
pecialy for the best stock, and so
the high class of stock being exhib-
ited at Fox Shows, is a real assur-
ance that those engaged in the fur
farming industry are building up
along the right line. Quality is the
rea] safeguard against low prices.
Foxes of high quality do not cost
any more to raise than those of
poor quality.

As time goes on we can oconfident-
1y look to see the average produc-
tion increased, and the average
value higher as well, because in-
stead of producing sbout 20 or 25
per cent. high quality as now, there
will be produced 50 per cent. or
even 60 per cent. topnotchers.

There is one point that I should
like to make here, and that is, fur
farmers must carry on in a reas-
onable  business-like way, and
above all have confidence in the
future of their chosen profession. At
times when the general business of
the country has suffered. through
inflated stocks, and fur values have
suffered in consequence, do not let
it bother you. You will remember
how the war period put large num-
bers of small fur farmers out of
business—that is it was ascribed to
the war—But such was not the
case. The war had llitle or noth-
ing to do with them going out of
the business of fur farming. They
took cold feet, and developed a fear
of some calamity, which they fully
expected would overtake them—and
so they went out of the business
altogether. But these conditions did

these same men were back in the
industry again, better prepared
than ever to carry on; they had
more faith in their business, and
the industry flourished, and has
continued to do ever since.

Let me suggest to our fur farm-
8|ers that we adopt the mixed farm-
ing idea, so that when one line falls
off in value, another line may keep
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foxes were ever found perfect,’ and
that man's genius would be able
through proper food, proper medi-
cine, the right kind of pens, and
general all-round oare, enable the
poor fox to develop a perfect speci-
men of his species. But in the early
days of the industry it was a very
dificult manner to convince the
ploneers of the country that the
silver fox could be produced in
captivity, and brought to a high
state of productiveness, such as is
It was a still
more difficult problem to convince
fur buyers of the early
days of the fox farming industry
that these animals could be domes-
ticated and successfully pen ranch-
ed, frhc early beginners, therefore,
in the business of raising the fox
I captivity did not at that stage
of the enterprise consider the raw
fur buyers their friend. And even
after the first all black fox was
produced, the raw fur buyer would
noi admit that any great progress
had been made, because it carried
thin underfur, and a long top hair
that would lie in scraggly, unkempt
l{!;;mm wherever it happened to

carried on today.

the raw

Later, as the industry progress

ed, the pioncers in the fur farming
business were convinced that they
had done the raw fur buyer an in-
i The situation was simply
that they were not convinced that
the fur farmers claims could be
realized—at any rate to any great
exlyrx:. Raised foxes by the pen
method would decidedly benefit the
Yaw'fur buyer, therefore it was a
mistake to feel that he was an
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enemy to the business.
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Have each line of the highest
quality in fur, and the best color
possible. Give it your own or your
ranch name, then continue to im-
prove.

Do not have fear, but rather feel
always confident that your busin-
ess will prosper providing you con-
duct it in a business like way, be-
cause you grow fine furs, remember
that, and fine furs are always short,
and there are plenty of people rich
enough to use what they want at
reasonable prioes.

For many years past people have
worried about our wild fur life be-
ing depleted, and going out of ex-
istence. ‘There is little need of this,
because all fine fur bearers that
are driven out by civilization will
be grown by farmers, and the
domesticated variety will surpass
the wild kind in purity of fur and
general conformation, and will be
profitably ranched.

The fur business i8 a most fas-
cinating one. Even the scraps and
single pieces of hair have a mar-
ket. The larger cuttings from fur
factories are used in many differ-
ent ways, some for coat trimmings,
some_for the making of toys, and
some for buttons. And then there are
- | other scraps that go for the pur-
pose of making felt.

One thing very necessary to the
progress of fur farming is co-oper-
ation. Let me urge this upon every
fox man, rancher or caretaker con-
nected in a small or big way with
the industry. True co-operation and
getting together means real pro-
gress in any line of business—in fur
farming we might liken co-operation
to a dozen little pigs who crowd
together with great satisfaction in
order to keep each other warm
without exertion to any one—that is
what co-operation does.

DO YOU KEEP A SCRAP BOOK?

From week to week there is a
great deal of valuable and instruc-
tive information on the fox farm-
ing industry passing through these
columns,—and the thought has of-
ten occurred to me that it would be
a splendid idea for those interested
in the business of fur farming to
keep a scrap book to preserve these
articles in. In this manner Yyou
could keep a record of a great deal
of information that might at any
moment be of use to you in an
emergency. The subject matter of
| all articles appearing in these col-
umns is based on many years study
of the experiences of fox men
who have made a success of fur
farming, and the breeding and care
of high quality foxes. Of course not
all that is written will be applicable
to your particular case, or to any
case for that matter. The raising
and care of the Silver Fox, or any
other fur bearing animal is a com-
plicated problem, and the industry
is honeycombed with all sorts of dif-
ficulties which, in many cases, can
only be overcome by being in a
constant state of preparedness.
Therefore I say to all those inter-
ested (If you have not already done
s0) get a scrap book, clip and paste
the articles on Fur Farming in i,
and keep the book at hand for
study, and as a source of reference.

CARE OF FOXES BEFORE PELT-
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CALVINGS
ONOCERN

CALVINGS AT SEA

A situation which needs immedi-
ate correction has developed in our
new  venture of exporting grade

dairy cattle to the United Kingdom
An abnormally large number of
calvings are ocourring among these
cattle during the ocean voyage.
This unfortunate development was
80 noticeable in respect to one
shipment that the ®British Min-
istry of Agrioulture has seen fit to
draw this matter to the attention
of the Canadian Government. The
shipment arrived early in Maroh,
and out of 58 milch cows and in-calf
cows on board, 16 calved during the
trip from St John to the British
port. 4 calved within three days
after Janding, and most of the
calves died. This was an extreme
case, perhaps, but at the sarne time
it indicates the existence of a seri-
ous menace to the development of
this trade. In bringing the matter
to our attention, the British
authorities have done so with the
request that we take such action as
may be necessary to prevent the
shipment of any cows which are
likely to calve in transit to Great
Britain.

The difficulty experienced by
producers and shippers of grade
dairy cattle in securing reliable in-
formation as to actual breeding
dates, and reasonably approxi-
mate dates of calvings, is one of the
contributing causes. It is felt, how-
ever, that by the exercising of
precaution on the part of all those
interested in the future of this
trade, a great deal can be done to
reduce this impediment. It is sug-
gested that those making contact
with the producers or owners of
these cattle impress upon them the
necessity of offering a closer
approximation of breeding dales
and prospective calving dates than
are now generally to be obtained.

The sales value of landing in-calf
cows in the British market within
a reasonable time of calving is well
appreciated, but over-anxiety on
our part to reduce the period be-
tween landing and calving to &
|minimun may in part be responsi-
ble for the trouble, and in being
over-zealous in this regard we are
a dis-Service to the industry.
It is hardly necessary to point out
that should this state of affairs
oontinue, it may have an extremely
undesirable reaction on the
Qanadian cattle trade, partioularly
in respect to the movement to in-
land points in the United Kingdom.
The remedy for this situation
would seem to rest largely with the
producers and shippers of dairy
cattle, through co-operating in the
exerolsing of the greatest of care
when selecting cattle for export.
While occasionally calvings on
board would seem to be hand to
eliminate owing to the effects of
the oconditions of ocean  trans-
portation in hastening parturition,,
undoubtedly the trouble can be re-
duced to a practicable minimum.
Permission to move these oattle
inland in the United Kingdom is
something we should de everything
in our power to safeguard.

Imports of Canadian bacon and
ham into the United Kingdom have
been growing by leaps and bounds,
according to the Agricultural
Department of the Canadian
National Rallways. From 49,495
-cwts. in 1931 the figures
for bacon have increased to 506,113
cwts. for 1933. In the matter of
ham it has grown from 72,488 cwts
to 180,639 cwts for the same years.

lting season, due care must be
Eaekengot the animals to be pelted
so as to produce the best fur. Do
not attempt to faten—in fact, many
foxes will fatten at that time of
the year on a very light diet.
The amount and character of the
food should be determined - some-
what by the condition of the in-
dividual. Too much fat on the body
is liable to cause a tinge of the
fur in many foxes. Very lean beef,
hearts, tripe, eggs, are not fatten-
ing. Avoid fat meat, large quantities
of bread and milk and cereals. Cod
liver oil in minute doses is to be
recommended at this season.
The foxes to be pelted should be
kept in clean pens with a clean dry
shelter when needed. Feed or filfth
sticking to the fur will usually dam-
age it in some way. Foxes that have
not shed cleanly should be careful-
1y combed and brushed to get rid of
any small mats of old fur remain-

g.

Fruit—such as apples, grapes, etc.
can be fed to advantage at this
season. Three times a weck is not
too often to give fruit. If the houses

are foul from summer use, clean
and scrub them thoroughly, and
open them up for a good airing

and sunning.
TROUBLE IN BATING

Question:—I have a male fox
two years old that has trouble in
eating. He will stop eating, and rub
his mouth with his paws, and some-
times rub his head on the ground.
I notice also that there is quite a
lot of trembling of the jaws. What
could this trouble be?

Answer:—There is evidently a
lJocal condition in the mouth itself
that causes your fox to act this way.
He should be caught and a care-
ful examination made of the teeth
and mouth, The mouth might be ex-
amined by forcing a small hard
wood gag betwcen the black teeth,
but a gag olten obscures proper
vision, The be.\: way would be to
etherize. This saould be done by
someone who understands such mat-
ters, preferably a veterinarian. EX-
amine the teeth for decay, l00oseness,
breaks or cracks, also for sore Or
swollen gums. Loose or diseased
teeth should be removed. Sometimes
a small plece of bone will become
wedged between the teeth, and
cause just the symptoms you men=
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PASTURE
MPROVEMENTS

+ (Experimental Farms Note.)
Five years of experimental work
at the Dominion  Experimental
Farm at Nappan, N, S., have re-
sulted in a marked increase in the
carrying capacity of the fertilized
pastures as compared with un-
fertilized adjacent areas. In these
experiments “fertilization has given
increases ranging from 31 to 42 per
cent more than on  unfertilized
land.

If butterfat is 20 cents per
pound and the production 20
pounds of 5 per cent milk per cow
per day, the increased carrying
capacity over untreated area would
show net returns of from $4.59 to
$8.41 per acre per year. after
paying-for the fertilizers applied.

It has been found necessary to
provide extra paf.ursgge during
Augrit and Septembkor afVer the
first rank growth is over. This has
been met by mowing a clover fleld
early and pasturing the aftermath.
This procedure is recomimended to
any farmer to follow, whether he is
fewtilizing his permament pasture
or not, providing he selects a field
that is dry or well drained,. If
pastured when the ground is soft,.
much damage may result from
punching the sod full of holes.

The fertilizers used in these
experiments  are sulphate of
ammonia, 100 pounds; stper-
phosphate 300 pounds and muriate
of potash 75 pounds per acre
applied early in the spring.
Another application of 100 pounds
sulphate of ammonia is applied
late in  June. This complete
fertilizer should be applied at least
once eveny three years while the
nitrogenous fertilizer should be
applied every year

The procedure recommended for
those interested is an follows:-

1. Select a field near the stable
that has a continuous supply of
water and preferably has a shaded
area connected with it.

2 If in poor state of fertilizity,
apply the complete fertilizer early
in the spring two years in success-
jon, then once every three years.

3. Apply the nitrogen carrying
fortilizer every year and pre-
ferably in two applications, one in
April and one in June, Nitrate of
soda or nitrochalk may be used
instead of sulphate of ammontia, if
cheaper. ‘

4. Keep the field pastured fairly
closely, or to about 11-2 to 2 inches,
using heifers and horses if necess-
ary.
5. Mow a olover field in laterJune
to provide aftermath for the stock
vhat will need to be removed from
the pasture field in August when
growth is less rapid.

6. Scatter the droppings with a
fork or harrow.

7. If growth gets ahead of the

CABBAGES &
CAULIFLOWERS

Where garden space permits &
greater variety of vegetables, cab-
bages and vauliflower should be
grown, Not only are they two of
the most delicious vegetables, but
they are most healthful as well, and
in the case of the cauliflower. at
least can be grown at a mere trifle
of the expense they are sold on the
market.

Space is the all pervading prob-
lem of these two bulky plants; they
should be planted at least 2 feet
apart each way, and where condi-
tions permit of only one, the cauli-

economy. Both plants like soil that
is very rich, and when given plenty
of moisture and proper cultivation,
along with a liberal quantity of
commercial fertilizer, they will pro-
duce a surprisingly good yield.

Where only a few heads of cab-
bage are wanted for immediate
consumption in the home, the Sav-
ory variety is the best. It is the fin-
est of al types, and because it is
not a good keeper it is seldom found
on the market. Jersey Wakefield is
an old standby, and a sure header
for the small garden.

With a little care, -cauliflowers
may be grown with big, fine heads.
Intensive culture is the byword
here, for a little extra effort in
cultivating or addjng moisture will
make itself felt a hundred-fold.
When the little plants get to be
about the size of an apple, gather
up the leaves in a cylindrical fan
and tie them securely. This will
help to make the snowy “curds” or
flowers which form the most tend-
er part of the plant. Your consid-
eration should be on quality heads
if you have only a few of them.
Before the heads form, dust or
spray them to keep off the cabbage
worms,

The early varieties take about 75
days to head properly, and the late
about 90 days.

Experimental
Farm Notes

Sweet peas have not always exist-
ed as we know them to-day. While
seed was offered for sale as early as
the year 1724, much of the improve-
ment with this flower has taken
place within comparatively recent
years. The origination, in 1904, of
of the Spencer type of sweet pea
was probably the beginnng of the
superb waved and frilled - varieties
now grown. The recent introd-
uction of the new ruffled type has
been still another advance and well
wonthy of note.

To the already large number of
varieties, many are being added
each year. In 1933 the Natonal
Sweet Pea .Society of England tes-

stock, mow the field before the
grass starts to head.

ted one hundred and thirty-four
new varieties and in addition grew

Green onions from seed have al-
ways been an epitome of spring,
their fresh, pungent taste seeming
to be in harmony with the season
which casts off all that's drab and
monotonous. They are as important
as a fresh relish, as are their larger
brothers as a cooking relish.

Growing them from seed is a sim-
ple task if you have a good soil bed
and take adequate care in planting.
‘While onion sets will preduce an
abundant crcp on any type of soil,
principally because they make use
of their bulb for nourishment, the
seed must have fertile ground, and
scrupulous cultivation. They will
not stand fresh manure, and should
be fed with commercial plant food.

Seed should be sown thinly in
rows about 6 inches apart in the
small garden. This distance may
be increasedq to a foot where cul-
tivation by hoe is used, otherwise
work them by hand. A high per-
centage of germination will result
from good seed, and it is a good

Onions From Seed For Amateurs

idea to soak the seeds over night
before putting them into the
ground. This helps to sow them
evenly and thinly, as well as as-
sists in quick germination. An inch
apart in the rows is a healthful
condition for them.

Young onions may be left to
grow in this manner, but when
larger bulbs are wanted, thinning to
6 inches apart between the plants
is best, using the sprouts which
are pulled for the table. Very large
onions cannot be expected in north-
ern states, although pickling plants
may be grown in this manner very
well.

See that they are always well cul-
tivated and weeded. Six weeks
after sowing give a second feeding
of commercial plant food, 2 pounds
to fifty feet of row. Water them
prousely after applying plant food
and do not let plants come in con-
tact with it. Wait until the plants
have made three or four leaves be-

fore attempting to push them along
in this manner.

The Beautiful Family of Pinks

i
4| tinue most of the summer if you

They are annuals, germinate from
seed with surprising alacrity, and
can be seen peeping above the
ground within a week of planting.
Pinks and reds are predominating
colors, and they come in single and
double forms.

Transplant them to about 8 in-
ches apart, and in a very few weeks
you will have a gorgeous flash of
color in your garden that will oon-

will keep the blooms cut when they
begin to fade.

Laciniatus, a glant single-fringed
variety, is an outstanding flower
whether planted in single colors or
mixed. The self-colored reds, how-
ever, give a rich and luxurious at-

PORRIDGE]
OF PIONEERS

The wide-spread interest in hull-
less oats found an echo in the
Houses of Parliament the other day

STOCK BREEDERS AND GARDENERS
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MUSICAL AMENITIES
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- Border Cities Star waxes wrathy

when the Hon. Robert Weir, Dom-( about certain persons who “merely
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It is well
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in-' for the purpose of wearing new
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years in different countries, includ-
ing the United Kingdom, the Unit-
ed States, and particularly Canada,
in the development of the hull-less
oats, said the Minister. The diffi-
culty has been in getting a s.rong
enough straw and in getting an 08}:
hig!

flower is preferable in view of the yjeld. It is believed now that these
difficulties have been pretty well
met by the Laure]l variety of hull-
less oat. It is particularly strong in
the straw and yet not too coarse to
be used for green feed for horses,
and cattle, Since it is a hull-less
oat, it makes better feed, especial-
ly for calves and hogs than oats
having the hulls on, and those who
are engaged in live stock farming
will realize the wastage in feeding
oats with hulls without crushing
them. That is one of the chief ad-
vantages of hull-less oats as a
green feed.
Horses are particularly fond of
this hull-less oat, and our exper-
ience has been that they do better
on it than on other forms of green
feed we have used. The yield is not
quite as high as in the
such oats as Gopher, Banner, and
Victory, yet it is quite a high yield;
with. & normal crop it runs fifty,
sixty or perhaps seventy bushels
per acre, and a measured bushel of
a good sample
should weigh in the neighbourhood
of fifty pounds. The Laurel is an
early maturing variety and,
trary to what one would expect, the
oats cling to the straw when it is
quite ripe. One of the greatest ad-
vantages of the hull-less oat is that
it has been made use of for some
time by homesteaders.
adapted to' the making of porridge
by soaking without even having it
ground. It is grown by homestead-
ers, ploneers in outlying districts,
because of that quality. Also, for
the reason that it has no hulls, it is
very suitable for

interesting conversation.” Well, if
I had new clothes I should not
consider that I wronged my neigh-
bor by wearing them in the concert
hall; but with the last clause of the
stricture I am in hearty accord.
Which reminds me of an amusing
incident that happened in New-
castle in the days of my youth,
There was to be a high-class con-
cert, and a companion and I were
there early anq got good seats.
Presently there entered a young
couple—a, young .fellow .and .his
“girl"—and took their seats just in
front of us. The concert began and
so did they: while the artists sang,
the two kept up a conversation’' on
all sorts of topics. Finally the young
fellow leaned back, closed his eyes,
and salg to the lady, “Did you ever
try listening to the music with your
eyes shut?” My friend, a tall strap-
ping young Scot, leaned forward
till he was almost between the two
talkers, Said he: “Did you ever try
listening to it with your mouth
shut?” The ensuing silence was so
profound that one might have
heard a barrel of pins drop! Don't
tell me that the Scottish have no
humor—although it is often of a
caustic kind.

In those days there was another
species of nuisance—the person
who persisted in humming the air
that the artiste was singing. There
was a kind of vanity in this: as if
the hummer wished the audience to
know that he—it was always a
male—was acquainted ‘with the
music, A former rector of Melton,
Dr. Ford, was one of these enthus-
iasts, and withal a great humorist.
He once attended the Birmingham
Musical Festival, and while there
sat with the musical score on his
knee, humming away with the per-
formers to the great annoyance of
an attentive listener. The listener
got more and more annoyed and at
last burst out—“I did not pay to
hear you sing!” “Then” said the
Doctor, not a whit abashed, “you

arison.

some ninety odd varieties for comp-

The task of the amateur in sel-
ecting a dozen or so good varieties
from such numbers is no light one

have that into the bargain!”
WILLIAM SHIELD

Still harping on music, I am re-
minded that a composer of some of
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the Experimental
Station at Charlottetown has un-
dertaken a special study of sweet
pea varieties. The test plots at this
station are adminably situated for
such work In that the cimate is
particularly well suited for grow-
ing this flower. The late Dr.Macun,
who travelled from coast to coast in
the oourse of his duties was of the
opinion that conditions
Edward Island for growing sweet
peas could not be sunpassed.
While a large number of the most
varieties have been
tested here itis quite possble that
some excellent sorts have
omitted. number of newer varieties
have not been sufficiently well tes-
ted to pass judgment on.
The following is a list of recomm-
ended varieties for garden planting:
i

Reflection:

ng:

Whibte: Model: Cream:- Matchless;
Light Pink:- Supreme; Deep Pink:
Pinkie; Cream Pink:- Magnet,Idyl;
Light Cerise:- Beatall; Deap Cerise
Mrs. A. Searless; Scarlet Cerise:-Fl-
amingo, Fire; Scarlet;-
Blood; Crimson:-
Rose:- Brillant Rose, Damask Rose,
Ruffled Rose; Light Blue:- Glenea-
les; Blue:-

Olympia: Mauve:- Chieftain; Mar-
The Sultan; Picotee:-

in Prince

been.

Captain
Crimson King;

Purple:-

Sun-

before you've

GOOD GARDEN WHIST-

DOUBLING AND

FOLLOWING SUIT

mosphere to their sur
which makes them most popular.
The clusters of glowing dark red
blooms are to be found in Crim-
son Bedder are very attractive. This
variety is really a perennial, but it
flowers the first year with the an-
nuals and may be left for the fol-
lowing season or not as the gard-
ener chooses. The Sweet Willlams.

Lainty flowers with a 1ide range
of coloring that is adaptable for
many garden uses, are to be found
in the many varieties of the pinks.
There are so many different pinks,
in fact, that a whole garden could
be planted with them alone, and
meke a beautiful showing. For bed-
ding, cutting, edging, rock garden,
potting or just garden color, they
have unlimited usefulness, and for-
tunately most of them are very
hardy and easy to grow.

Dianthus plumarius are the main-
stays of this long tribe of flowers.

a biennial, is alo of the pinks
genus, and should have a place in
your garden picture.

Their range of colors from white
to almost black make them truly
universal in usage. Plant them pro-
fusely this spring—in mass, and as
edgings—in fact, in almost any
place or position the garden offers,
for they will give unrivalled satis-
faction with a minimum of trouble
and expense, so long as they have
a rich fare and adequate drainage.

A fregrant flash of pinks used for
an edging for your garden walk s

dings, | C

certainly

through

superb,

should

easily.

Companion and succession plant-
ing are propositions
often hurled at a gardening be-
ginner to his confusion and the
detriment of his little garden patch,
The answer is, don't try to sprint
learned to walk.
jon and succession planting | p!
and
practiced in order to get the full
return from the soil, but it isn't bad
advice to say to the gardener with-
out much experience: Go slow and
experiment. Try out only a few com-
panion or success.on plantings until
you see how they work. Don't try to
double crop and succession plant a
whole garden if you are just start-
ing out on a gardening career.

A few simple companion plant-
ings are indicated herewith:

Radishes and parsley in mixture
in the same row. The reason, the
madish comes up quickly,
qu'ckly, and is soon out of the way.
The parsley germinates very slowly
and the radishes have broken. the
soll so the parsiey

that are too

be used

matures

can come
The parsley will
have plenty of time for maturity
when the radishes are pulled and
will be none (oo thick.

Radishes with early cabbage be~

the finest English melodies, was
born in 1749 at Swalwell, about four
miles from Newcastle. William
Shield was the son of a singing
master in the village, but his fath-
er's early death made it imperative
that the boy should learn a trade
ang his mother, much against his
will, apprenticed him to a boat-
builder at South Shields, on the
Durham coast, Carrying on this
distasteful occupation by day, night
found young Shield studying assid-
uously to perfect himself in the
science of music. At last his ap-
prenticeship was over and he was
his own master: after five long
years. He now decided to follow. his
natural bent and to devote his en-
tire attention to melody. His gen-
ius and power soon showed itself in
his compositions, and he began to
appear as leader of orchestras in
various parts of the North of Eng-
land.

In the early times musicians,
authors, and poets, lived only by the
patronage of the great. The peo-
ple, in the mass, were poor, and
comparatively uninterested in such
elegances.

Shield, like Lough the sculptor,
(whose history recently appeared
in these notes) soon decided that
London was a more promising field
for his profession. There was no
“Flying Scotsman” in those days, so
it was the custom of travellers to
the metropolis to patronize any
coasting vessel, if they had not the
means to travel by stage-coach. A
tradition still lingers in the district
that Shield had but one guinea and
his violin, when he commenced his
southward journey, but so en-
chanted was the captain by his
playing, that he refused to take the
musician‘s fare.

His appointments in London,
many and varied, ultimately led to
his being recognized as the head of
the English musical world, and in
1817 he was appointed Master of
the Musicians in Ordinary to the
King (George III), or as we now
term it Master of the King's Music-
ians. This position, which was sal-
aried in those days, he held until
his death in 1829, Like many
another of Britain's famous sons,
he rests in Westminster Abbey.

Shield was the author of many
“technical” works on music, but it is
not by these that he is remembered.

picting scenes in rustic life, and
wmle these in @helr entirety are sel-

tween the rows.
Radishes between rows of early
eas.

Parsnips or beets between rows of
spinach.
A few ion crops: Radish

followed by string beans. In succes-
sion crops the succession chop
follows after the first vegetables
has been used and removed. In
companion planting they are put in
the ground at the same time.

Early peas followed by turnips,
carrots, or beets.

Barly beans followed by late cab-
cage. >

Spinach followed by sweet corn,
tomatoes, or beans,

Young onions from sets followed
by eggplants or peppers.

It is a matter of experiment and
experience and after a season or two
of observation, any gardener can
companion and succession-crop so
that the garden works every minute
of the growing season and with kale,
parsnips and salsify do winter work
as well

He was fong of writing operas de-|

dom performed now, many of the
songs in them have become clas-
sics. Such are “The Thorn”, “The
Wolf”, “The Post-Captain”, and
that fine hunting song “Old Tow-\
ler”. “The Heaving of the Lead” is
perhaps a reminiscence of his voy-
age south, Shield must have been
fortune in his singers, as most of
his songs require a voice of more
than average compass, One or two
of Shield’s songs may be had: as
gramophone records, and this is a

to the sweet singer of the past.

disadvantages, was noteworthy
when we consider the times . i

the great majority of the people
problem of getting a bare living dgr

else, Still, here and there the “di-
vine spark” enabled some of the
lowliest to break the bar of circum- -
stances, and to shine as the poet#:
says, “like a candle in a naughty
(that is, worthless) world.”

THE ORDERS OF INSECTS
The twelfth order of insects in
our provisional system is the Eup-.
lexoptera, the so-called “Earwings.”
Externally they resemble the elong-
“devil’'s coach-horses”, but the ab-

forceps (pincers).
nished with four wings,

They are fur-
but the

small horny wing-covers. The hind-
wings, on the other hand, have en-
larged and are usually curiously

expanded for flight, they are seen
radiating fan-wise. It is said, with

insect uses the pincers to fold its
wings under their wing-covers.

Thig undesirable alien has ob-
tained a foothold on the Pacific
coast of Canada, but as far as I.am
aware, there is no invasion of the
Maritime provinces. In the U. S: 4.
the first specimen was taken in
1911, at Newport, R. I, so that its
introduction on this Continent is
comparatively recent. It has been
known in Europe for a very long
time, s

from the Anglo-Saxon times and
means “ear-beetle” and the old
superstition was that the insect
crawled into the human ear with a
view to injuring the
Latin name of Forficula auricularta =
Linn,, also refers to this belief.

That, however, is not the way ihe
Earwig works mischief.

turnal . omnivorous feeders, “eating
both animal and vegetable f
they were observed to noticeably
injure beans, potatoes, peas, dahlias
roses, carnations and asters. I
the Old Country we trapped thes@

a matchbox filled with hay on top
of a stake. The earwigs always
climbed the stake towards daybreak
and hid in the hay, which was aft-
erwards shaken into a bucket o
water. The insects occasioned great
losses to florists, by biting the
young flower-buds, which then.de-
veloped into a one-sideq bloom.. ..

THE PROBE .

Vigees -

The probe into industrial banl;-.

ing and agricultural conditions, now,
in progress at Ottawa, has already,
cost well on to $30,000, I am tdld:
and in my opinion it is well worth
the money. Speaking non-politi-
cally and with the class-conscious=
ness of the small producer—the for-

ticulate—I consider the chairman
of the probe, the Hon. H. H.
Stevens is the right man in the
right place. It is to be hoped that
Mr.
more and render a copy of the evi-
dence given before the Commission
available to every farmer in the
Dominion. .
Here is a sample of the evidenge,
A manager of a certain concern,,
called his buyers together, and pro= ..
ducing a handful of raw material
asked what it was worth. The buyg,
ers, after examining it, reportet?
that it was worth 22 cents per
pound. The manager then said that
he had bought the crop for 14
cents from a young grower who was
putting himself
adding “he took his medicine like
a man” And it turned out that the
buyers had previously offered the

ager was evidently a better business
man than his buyers: and doubt-
less they profited by the lessom

SIBERIAN ALFALFA

In 1897, Dr. N. E. Hansen, of .
South Dakota, made his first ex=
plorations in Siberia, his object"
being to find the northern limits of _
growth of the common blue-flow-=
ered alfalfa, (Medicago sativa). As
nearly as the explorer could esti-
mate, it was not to be found further
north than Kopal, & little to_she
east of Lake Baikal. The journey,
by wagon and sleigh, covered about
two thousand miles, from Tashkend
to Omsk, and there the Siberian
Railway loaded five car-loads of

to take home.

His second journey in 1906 took
the form of a trip round the world
by way of England, Denmark, Ebb-
land, Finland, Siberia, Manchfia
and Japan. Hansen learned ‘Bhat
his estimate of the northern limit
of Medicago sativa was nearly cor-
rect, but that northward again,far
north of that limit, in the’ dtelt
and most severe regions of Siberia,
were three wild Alfalfas with yel-
low flowers, good forage plants &nd
useful both for hay and pasturs
The lateness of the season prevent-
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