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'ALSO THE HILL

f by .
Frances Parkinson Keyes

CHAPTER 48

“I suppose ﬂ;u’xe right,” ‘Dexter
said resentily. "Just the
same I don’t see how you can take
all this the way you do.

“But Dexter, how else can I
take it? I have always wanted to
have children and now that desire
lie the desire for a home, = a-
bout  to be fulfilled. At least in
part. I shall have my first one.
And  eventually I shall . have
others. I would not be sincere in
saying that I am wholly
here unless I believed that, for
children are not only precious in
themselves but for what
pres2nt You must
that, Dexter,
the complete
s0 much yourself. 5
to explain its necessity to you as
It to exrain it to Rhoda. I do
not have to tell you how horribly
I. have Jerome in that

as in every other.”
Alix, you' don't.”” Dexter
said in a low voice.”

“I was sure you would under-
stand. I was. overwhelmed by
love at first, Dexter. But be-
fore Jerome left I had become like
Eve—my desire was to my hus-
band, that he should rule over
me d e has kept getting
5 and stronger. And llc
en gone so long already.
Alix, I know.”

Letters from Jerome

Again a fork ‘of lightning quiv-
ered tlirough the glocm. When it
was gone, $he daikness was more
compete than before

“If T aid not know it was hard
for Jerome too, I would not mind
so much.” Alix went on, “Bgt
every time he writes he. tells me.

Letters from Jerome had been
coming through for over two
months now. The first one, ar-
riving after a cable sent from
Karachl, contained a vivid ac-
count of his long trip around the
Cape of Good Hope; since then

had drifted in irregularly,
describing his first experiences in
India. Alix had read aloud from
all these, and Dexter had listened
to them with Daniel and Serena.

The interest he had shown in
them had been genuine, though it
had been tinged with envy. Some
times Alix read trivial, thomely
items aloud too; Jerome
]

ng a hard time sewing on his
own buttons and checking his
own laundry.

But he was also getting accus-
tomed to eight-course dinners,
with a corresponding number of
wines, served at 9.30 in the even-
ing by barefoot native bearers
all dressed up in white, even to
white gloves, and red turbans and
sashes ' Apparently the British
of¥icers entertained the
young Americans at their mess
did so with eonsiderable style.

Jerome haId closed olxlle!1 ‘lietter
by saying, “I guess you’ nd me
a}good dea] changed, darling, when
I finally get home. This world
travelling is a great experience for
anyone.”

It would have been a great ex-
perience  for Dexter, one from
which  he
knowledge as
af he could have had such an ex
yerience, perhaps he would have
changed too. He would not al-
vays have been e plodding farm-

going .on with a ceaseless
round of drudgery, unvaried ex-
cept by season, and so dulled by
weariness that he lacked the ini-
tiative to observe the nicettles of
life

With release and incentive, he

have N a man whom
women would have loved, as Alix
loved Jerome and as

iled to love him. He would glad-

have given ten years of his
life if Judith had ever ken as
‘Alix had been speaking en that
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While the sullen German
war to end, one way or another,
and other isles of enemy resistance

garrison at Dunkerque waits for tf\o
Canadians continue to pound this,
along the French coast, They have

settled down to the routine static warfare in the deep winter mud. Here

are Gnr. W. T, Jesso, North Sydney,
man, N. B, and Cpl- N, 8, Kennedy,
powring water into a captured German

(Canadian Army Overseas Photo),

forioed Yghtning quivered
through the darkness.

The thunder still rumbled inter-
mittwatly in the distance, but the
dalftness ~ was unillumined now,
and  under cloak of it Alix
Wwag talking again, telling about
the parts of Jerome's letters
which she had skipped before,
course he had always known the
must contain such' parts, but that
was different from hearing them.

“He says he's living for the
time when his ship sails into the
home port and he finds me wait-
ing on the dock for him. He says
he keeps wondering what we'll
say to each other first. Of coux'se|
we won't say anything at first,
because we'll” be in each other's
arms. He says he misses me more
than I will ever know. Zut I do
know because I miss him the,
same way.” .

“He says he feels I'm so far
off. Of course I feel that he is.
He says he wants to come home.
Oh, dear lord, how I want to

He says to keep my
chin up, to say -'a little prayer
for him when I go to Church! As
if T weren’t praying for him every
hour of the day every hour of the
night when I'm awake. But want.
ing him, too. And I don't know
whether I can keep my chin up
always, Dexter— wh thex'—‘;t v

ge

ef
“Alix, don’t—don’t 1let
you down like this now. You
have kent your chin up. You have
done everything just as Jerome
would have wanted it done. You've
been brave and faithful and
patlent—everything & man would
want his wife to be. Not just
Jerome, any man.

Speechless Il

Suddenly he could not say any
more, even comfort Alix. He
did not dare to touch her. He
heard the thunder rumbling a-
gain, more loudly now, and felt
the first big drops of rain splash-
ing down on his face. Still he did
not  stir, use he could not.
But © Alix put out her hand and
felt for his shoulder. It had
50 very dark that she could not
see him, thougn they were so close
to each other} and she needed
support in order to rise. She mov-
ed with difficulty, but his shoul-

steadied her; she leaned on it
heavily and gratefully.

“It has done me good to talk
to_you like this” she said softly.
“There is no.one but you to whom
I could have said all this, er
But in these last months you and
I have suffered In the same way
and that h p.

ing to you any longer.
ginning to rain. But I want you
to know how much you have com-
forted me.

“You have comforted me more
often Ithan you know,” he

“So
did not say

she had comforted him that night.

but if she notit;et}t this lack, she

ave no sign of it.
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stopped doing

Cohen would

80, “I am sure David
be delighted to get
her at the junction on his way
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as to do it
very eauly. It might be a good
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way for ‘him and Judith. to meet,
There would not be any awk-
wardness in that way. And
konw it is important that you
should stay late in the big field,
Dexter, Only I do not like to have
you give that as a reason for not
meeting Judith, when it is not
the real one. T like to have you
truthful in thought ang speech
both. T am trying to achieve that
sort of truth, It will help me if
you do it too.”

“Good night, Alix. And thanks
for everything' rll get in touch
with David and find out if it
would be convenient for him to
meet Judith because I am needed
In the fields. But youre right.
That ~ wasn't the real reason I
didn’t want to meet her. And I
will tell you the truth in the first
place the next time.”

(Continued Tomorrow)-
—

ROSE VALLEY W.MS,
The regular monthly meeting of

y | the Rose Valley W.M.S. met at the

home of Mrs, Angus R. MacDonald
on Monday evening, Feb, 12,

The president, Mrs, Henry Chow-
an presided. Mrs. James McIntosh
was devotional leader, Meeting
opened with hymn, “What a Friend
We Have in  Jesus,” followed by
scripture reading John 14th chap-
ter.. The Lord’s Prayer was re-
peated in unison. Hymn, “Draw
Me Nearer” was sung. The lesson
from the Missionary Monthly was
carried out and the "devotiona) per=-
iod was closed b singing  hymn,
“Jesus Saviour Pllot Me.”

The minutes of the last meetin,
were read and approved. The roll
call was answered by seven mem-
bers repeating a verse of scrip-
ture. There were two visitors pre-
sent. Mrs. Beecher Graham  in-
vited the members to her home
for the next meeting. Mrs, Beecher
Graham was appointed devotional
leader. Collection for the even-
ing-amounted to $1.20. Four me;
bers paid their dues and one mel

ber paid for missionary monthly.

Mrs, H. Chowan presented a read-| concert X‘ Rustico H.

ing on Prohibition:
was offered for our
sionary. Mrs. A. . MacDonald
asked that Miss Bessie Halliwell's
name be adopted as a prayer mis-
slonary along with Miss Alma In-
man,

Silent prayer
Prayer Mis-

an,

The meeting
God Save th
benediction.
the hostess.

This War—Four
Years Ago

MARCH 1, 1941—Admiralty an-
nounced  sinkin of  destroyer
Itallan merchant shlg:

and four others scuttled
capture of Chisimaio, Kiel Canal
reported closed to all but smallest

closed by singin,
e King and Mll‘zgpng
Lunch was served by

I
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For the folks in Charlottelown,
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posed for this picture to

£

P, E. 1, Sgt. Axel Madsen, 143
prove he was once in the

tropics just in case he can't produce any other evidence such as parti

pating in the sinking of a submarine, Axel is
watching the giant motors
ing boat as it drones over the Indian Ocean,

squadron crew in Ceylon,

squadron based in Ceylon,
under-sea marauders for almost
have not had the good fortune to

flight engineer in a Tusker
of a Catalina fly-
The Tuskers, only RCAF.
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attack one.—~(RCAF Photo).
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