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york Auction Company's
::Start‘lz: mink ' sale held late last
week. It was one of the major
rises ‘of the current raw  fur
season when - Bilverblu mink prices
which have been easing off for
sine weeks staged a sharp come-
, back. The firming up of Silverblu
was not expected by the majority
of the trade amd many in the sales
room admitted they had come to
secure bargains l_)ut with all ele-
ments of the industry participat.
ing in the bidding prices were es-
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while most of the trade was
surprised at the turnabout in de-
mend for the article the re-action
of maeny was favorable to the
strength shown, This they ex-
plaied 1s because Silverblu . was
felt to be st a point where it was
“too cheap” and having a depresy-
ing effect on mink items, Average
size males were noted bringing
$20, to $25, females werg  bringing
$16. to $17., some In the neighbor-
hood of $20. About 60 to 70 per
cent of the 46 to 50 thousand skins
oftered were sold, Aleutian Blue
Mink offered for the first time
brought good demand from the
trade and a top pric» of $381, Al-
though about omly 2,000 skins were
offered, keen bidding and wide
interest was shown In them,

A falrly large offering of about
14000 skins of Royal Pastel mink
was reported 90¥ sold at 10%
higher prices. Regarding Aleutian,
most of the males ranged between
¢37. and $55. and femmales in the
630, to $35. bracket, As In the case
of standard mink at recent sales
females showed a little more
strergth than many had expected
prior to the sale. The best price
for a lot of female Aleutian was
$50. In the Breath of Spring Aleu.
tian known as Arctics, 601 skins
were all sold with a $70. male top
price and a $41 top for females.
In Royal Pastels there was a $50
top for males amd $32.50° for fe-
males. Breath of Spring Pastels
showed $41. as the best male
price, $20. for females, For fairly
good quality Pastels males and

females mixed prices averaged be-
tween $28. to $36.

-sented to thy salesroom at the

tives, Top price first quality mink
brought $25.,. average price males
$11., females $14, Silver Fox firsts,
top price $36., average $30.; sec-
onds averaged $24, ‘and thirds $19.
Platinum “White Face and Blue
Fox were held for higher prices
than the customers would pay so
were not sold,

Women's Wear Dalily, New York,
commenting on the recent auction
in Montreal has the following,

silver fox and reduction in the
available supply for 1040 was pre-

opening of Camadlan Pur Auction
Bales Co,  (Quebec) Ltd, two-day
silver fox salg today. Disposing of
4 widely circulated rumour that
there existed a carry-over of 100,
000 skins, Arthuy C. Prentice, gen-
eral manager and auctioneer, an-
nounced that. he had received
authoritative information to the
effect that the available supply,
inclusive of nearly 25,000 pelts to
be marked at the curremt sale,
amounts to only 90,000 skins of all
categories of silver and mutation
fox. This means that, apart from
this sale, thy net supply is cnly
about 65,000 skins, compared with
200,000 skins a year ago.

Mr, Prentice made the announce-
ment during the marketing of the
first section of platinum fox, This
consisted of 2510 skins and
brought encouraging bidding, re-
sulting Iy the sale of approxim-
ately 65 per cent of the catalog at
an advance of 10 per cent over
Jamuary sale in the opinion of
tradg observers. Top price was
$26, paid for medium “A” grade
and also Yor large, light select,
Other lots of medium “A”. Many
good average skins ranged between
$13 and $18,

Inferlor platinum numbering
1,409 skins, was also figured as 65
per cent sold but unchanged from
January, with a range between $6
and’ $20, and many from ¢9 to $14.
Most pronounced activity was iIn
white marked skins of which 2,710

148, But there is over twice the
amount of table stock on hand,
Figures from the Marketing Ser-
vice Report of the Dominion De-
partment of Agriculture show the
following  comparisions with last
year. o
Total storage figures for all Can-
ada show 281,233 tons on March 1,
1049 as compared to 265446 in 1948;
361677 in 1947; 161,302 in 1946;
197,016 in 1945; 184,504 in 1944,

timated this article to be selling| 1948

on a basls of 85 to 80 per cent sold,

lots $13 to $16.50, Most sales were
imade to Camadian and European
dealers, Whits marked skins con-
tinued to sell in the late after-
noon on the same basis "as earlier.

Both selected full silver and
regular full silver maintained the
strength shown by the platinum
and white marked catalog. Eada
was reported by salesroom experts
as about 80 per cent sold at an ap-
}zroxlmate advance of 10 per cent.
Selected full silver (1,374) ranged
from $14 to $23, with average lots
mostly $17 to $19, Regular full
silver (2.236) sold between $11.50
and $17 with, many around $13.50
to $16.50. Americans, Canadians
and European dealers bought both
selected and regular fulls,
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A branch of the English firm of
C. W. Martin & Sons, Ltd. are
getting ready to process Alaska
sealskins in Toronto. The firm will
be known as Martin-Schnaufer
Ltd., Fur Dressers and Dyers. They
hope to begin operations by the
end of the year. The process of
dying and dressing sealsking {s an
extremely complicated one, de-
manding - great skill on the part of
the operators. To function properly
it will be necessary for the new
firm to have transferred to them
certain key workers from England
50 as to train Canadian workers in
the various opsvations as well as
to bring over some machinery
from England, Canadian sealskins
have been processed by the Martins
in London for years and they will
probably continue to process a con-
siderable number of them, lkely

were offered, The salesroom es-

the largest part, until the new

In Nova Scotia, seed: figures this
year are 4535 tons
4274 last year. But there  1is also
twice the amount of table stocx
held this year with 4290 tons
against 2,048 last year.

The tonnage on March 1 this yéar
on hand in New Brunswick shows
for seed 52,401 against 43,243 last
year and for table 66,295 compared
to 44,910,

The Maritime total this year is
214443 tons compared to 199,217 in

compared to

Qﬁabec sghows an increase this

against 2,459 in eastern and 30,860
against 30,653 western.

Prairies have less on hand this
year with 694 tons compared to 1.
343 in 1948,

British Columbia has some 5,000
tons less with 12,5 in storage this
year against 17,430 last.

firm gets tioroughly acquainted
with ‘the technique.
. . ®

The compiled statistics on fur
production of Scandinavian coun-
tries shows that during’ 1947 Sweden
and Norway produced about 219,-
000 silver fox, 177,300 Blue fox and
289,000 mink. The total world pro-
duction was estimated to be about
700,000 silver fox, 190,000 blue fox
and 2,350,000 mink. On the basis of
these statistics the Scandinavian
countries contributed about one-
third of ‘the silver fox production,
over 90% of the blue fox and about
12% of the mink. The United States
was the largest producer of ranch-
ed silver fox and mink, accounting
for 253,000 silver fox and 1,526,-
000 mink, Canada was second with
185,000 silver fox and 500,000 mink.
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While we have no method of
judging total production of silver
and mutation fox in Canada and
the United States in 1948 we think
a fair guess would be 150,000 silver
fox in the United States and 125,-
000 in Canada. Our guess is the
production of silver fox in the
United States in 1949 will not ex-
ceed 50000 pelts and in Canada
ditto. Our Canadian estimates is
based on letters we have recelved
from every Province in Canada
from foxmen who know the situat-
fon in their respective parts pretty
thoroughly. It is a pleasiyg sign
and a most encouraging one that
the percentage sold at auctidns
this year is good, which means that
pelts are moving freely and we
trust ere Decémber 1949 rolls a-
round all the stocks on hand will
be disposed  of in Canada. In the
Unijted States it is a different
story because we cannot find out
what quantities of silver fox
Fromm Bros., largest producers in
the world, are holding in cold
storage, or their cousins the Nies
man’s. We think those held by
other ranchers would not possibly
be more than 26 to 35 thousand
over and above the 1948 product-

fon.

LI
Three years ago we remember a

rancher friend who formerly rais-
ed some foxes in this Province,
holding out for Migher prices. He
was still holding out the spring of
19047 — poor fellow, no doubt he
met with a severe loss as by that

xl\ss no other particulars, It is
said to be a rare winter visitor. in
N. B. (Moore: “Birds of N.B.”,
1928), and it also appears in a
list of N.S. birds, this time with-
out any further information. Dr.
Taverner considered it the rarest
Canadian owl, and refers to it as
the Arctic Saw-whet Owl.

Though nowhere abundant, it is
found in northern Canada up to the
limit of trees, from the MacKenzie
River to the Maritimes. It winters
south “to the edge of the U.S.A.”"—
Peterson.

feathers; ear-tufts none; facial discs
framed ywith black; eyes yellow; bill
yellowish. Upper parts generally,
grayish-brown; back and wing co-
verts spotted white; tall with 4 or
5 imperfect white bars. Underparts
white, vaguely streaked with gray-
ish brown. Legs and feet heavily
feathered whitish, barred with gray-
ish-brown. Immature birds: Upper
parts cinnamon-brown with a few
more or less concealed white spots.
Breast like back; belly buffy; tail
a; above. ,Length of adult 10 in-
ches.

The-Planet Saturn (2)

The unique set of appendages
which we know as “Saturn’s Rings”,
has given rise to several conjec-
tures; some of which, though back-
ed by famous names, are rather far-
fetched.. It was in the year 1859
that the physicist Maxwell publish-
ed the views that were recalled
in these Notes last week: i.e., that
the rings are composed of an im-
mense number of relatively small
bodies which revolve round the
planet. This theory still finds fa-
vor among astranomers, The Ger-
man astronomer Struve, however,
has made computations of the total
mass of the rings, and states, as a
result, that they seem composed
solely of “immaterial light,” of “a
film of dust only”, or of “a cloud
of fog.” Later, a Professor Bernard
was inclined to adopt the idea that
the rings were self-luminous; while
Prof. Birkeland says that thg§ lum-
inosity of the rings is due td elgc-
tric radiation, the planet being con-
sidered as a magnet. .
However, the Astronomer Royal is
of opinion that Maxwell was
right, and that the rings were pro-
duced by a satellite that came too
near Saturn and was disrupted into
a number of fragments. These, col-
liding with one another, “were still
further broken up, until at length
the fragments were scattered in a
ring all round Saturn.”” The dis-
ruption of the satellite, he ex-
plains, is produced by a “tidal
force” exerted by the planet. In
taking leave of the rings it must
be remarked that they render Sa-
turn the most beautiful object seen
by the telescope.

Saturn {8 well provided with
satellites. It has nine moons,
which are all provided with classi-
cal names—Mimas, Enceladus, Tet-
hys, Dione, Rhea, Titan, Hyperion,
Iapetus and Phoebe; the last was
only discovered in 1898. If we could
visit Saturn (and stand the cold)
we, should be rewarded by a mag-
nificent pageant: the nine moons
of different sizes circling the sky
at different speeds, while the rings
threw a silvery arch from horizon
to horizon., Our Sun would be seen
as a distant pin-point star.

There is, however, a circum-

time his pelts had declined about

7 per cent.

Fox and mink ranchers are hold-
ing meetings in all parts of the
U. S. A. where ranching is carri-
ed on and they are taking the
most determined means to have
the 20% excess tax on fur gar-
ments at retail reduced or
abolished.  They claim this tax is
deterrent to sales as the merchant
quotes a price to e buyer  and
then has to say, plus tax 20%.
That kills the sale, In- Canada the

government taxes are more subtly
concealed but just the same they
are there and they fhave the ef-
fect of making it necessary for a
merchant in order to profitably
sell a fox pelt to mark it up
from two to three times the price
the skins brought - the rancher at
auction. We fiope and trust the
Hon. Abbott in his new budget
will remove the sales tax and pro-
cessing tax and give the fox and
mink ranchers of Canada a chance

to survive.

There is also a slight admixture of
ammonia—which does not improve
it!

For the physical and orbital ele-
ments of Saturn, the reader is re-
ferred to that excellent little publi-
cation, the Observer’s Handbook;
merely quoting the diameter of the
planet as 72,000 tniles, and its mean
distance.from the Sun as 886 mil-
lions of miles,

A Proportional Compass

Sometimes, in making a copy of s

necessary to represent a right-
angled triangle whose sides are
6, 8 and 10 inches, on a sheet of
paper only 6 inches square. With a
desire to leave a border for ex-
planation, etc., the triangle must be
reduced to one-third of its size.
This can be done by arithmetical
calculation, by the use of a scale,
or quickest of all, by a proportional
compass. Such a compass is easily
made, and as for endurance, I've
had mine for 30 years or more!

I selected a strip of good even-
grained wood, 34.5 inches long,
half an inch wide, and one-quar-
ter'of an inch thick. This was sawn
into two pleces, each 17 and one-
quarter of an inch long. With a
fine plane, and beginning at 10 in-
ches from one end, each piece was
neatly tapered to that end, so that
it was only one-quarter inch across.
The other end was. treated in the
same manner, but the tapered part
was only 3 and one-half inches long,
A hole was now drilled through the
rods 4 and one-quarter inches from
the shorter tapered ends. This was
done to permit the insertion of a
small brass bolt which acted as a
hinge for the two rods that it uni-
ted. Common stick-pins were' be-
headed and driven into the ends of
the rods for compass-points: they
projected about one-eighth of an
inch,

When the compass was “opened”
so that the pins on the longer arms
were 12 inches apart, the pins on
the shorter arms were found to be
3 and three-quarter inches apart.
That is roughly one-third of the
first measurement. The 10 inches
of that triangle would be repre-
sented by a line about 3 and three-
twentieths of an inch long, leaving
a good margin on the 6-inch paper.

The proportional compass is here
described in its rough state. It was
afterwards smoothed with sand-
paper and otherwise made to look
more finished. Besides reducing,
it could be used in enlarging draw-
ings.

Leading Causes of Death

The Boston Sunday Advertiser re-

cently gave the statistics of the six
leading causes of death in the U.
S. A, for the year 1948, They are
as follows: Heart diseases claimed
626,176 victims; cancer, 189,811; ac-
cidents, 99,579; nephritis (kidneys),
80,288; pneumonia, 61,836; and last-
ly, tuberculosis, 48,064,
This list I find, covers 1,105,754
deaths, and the reader can easily
see that heart disease is responsible
for more deaths than all remaining
five causes put together. The
thought comes: is this alarming
state of affairs in any way related
to the inordinate use of tobacco
in the form of cigarettes? Young
and old, men and women, are vic-
tims of the tobacco habit and this
is bound to thave an effect on the
race in the long run.

Does Standard Pronunclation
atter?

A recent letter in the Publie

years

ience of more customers.

stone, which have given such definite results over the past

As previously announced

J. J. LECLERC & SONS LTD.

Now supply this product in 100 Ib. bags, for the conven-

to all progressive farmers.

$2.65 per ton in Bulk, $4.00 per ton in Bags, landed at
your station in P. E. I.

ORDER NOW

AVOID DELAYS BY SENDING YOUR ORDERS AT ONCE TO

J. J. LECLERC & SONS LTD.

P. O. Drapeau, Cty. Bonaventure, P. Que.

FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE

FARMERS:

HAVE YOU JOINED THE FEDERATION YET?
IF NOT, WHY NOT?

We would appreciate knowing any objections you- may have -

to the Federation program. We would also like to receive con«
structive criticisms or suggestions. Drop us a line. Let us know. W4 ..
want @ sound democratic set-up and to do this we need your help -
and' support. This is your chance to establish an unquestionablg -

voice for Agriculture in the Province.

now.

For.as little as $1.00 you may become a member. Talk W

The future of the orgonization depends upon your responsq

over with your neighbours.

For further information or to pay your membership fee, cone

tact your School Secretary before March 22nd.

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Charlottetown, P.E.I,"

Forum quoted an opinion that “cor-
rect pronunciation does not matter
provided *we understand one an-
other”. That is plausible, but in th¢
long run it fails to work. The Ro-
mans had an adverb which they
spelt “nunc”, and pronouncec
noonk. The ancient Germans, wha
aped the Romans in many things,

CLEARING

STOCK

took the word and turned it into ¢

“nun” (pronounced noon). We can

imagine the Teutones telling the
Romans that it did not matter “pro-
vided it was understood.” Then a
later generation, the descendants
of the Teutones, called the Saxons,
crossed to Britain, where the ine '

Want Eggs, or' Meat

lmgl!antcs] dropped the“em'i' let!er,
or Both? e e 2 . N MAKES
. Scottish people did the su;ne. The HOMES
HIGH T.D.N. IS THE SECRET! lsto ‘;;‘:?5:0?5, t::dwfr:dl;ir;drto‘;:w& ' HEALTHFUL
nterested in producing - egg, @@ Pewitry W | is enshrined in the English langu and

age. Now, at each step it might be
urged that it didn’t matter, since
both parties understood, but the
final result was that neither the
Roman nor the German understood
the Briton! That of course is but
one instance, but most of our com-
mon words may be traced to other
languages, with a little trouble, I
have heard it argued that such
changes must take place in a living
language, I prefer to think of them
as degenerations leading to the
death of the language! Anyway,
that is what happened to the Ro-
man language (Latin), and it bes
hooves us to be careful of our owa.
Here are a few words, picked up
here and there, that need correct |
ing. They are: prelate, dynnwi n

regime, gesture, and infamous.
A VARIETY OF COLORS

mﬂmﬁh? No matter which — it pays to choose chicks that
are “built for the job”, and start them as early as you possibly
can. Remember the prices for big eggs in late summer and early
fall, and for early meaty broilers and roasters! Aim for the right
market with the right chicks! )

“‘The Bray Chick does the Trick’

Bray Chicks have been “designed and built” for the high
vigor, high livability, fast growth and full development which will
help you make most money from elther layers or meat birds.
They have behind them many generations of careful, consistent
selection for, both meat type and high egg production. That makes
a difference! Order Bray Chicks — and do it mow!

Fred W. BRAY, Limited — 120 Jolin §t, N, Hamilton, Ont.

There's @ reason, of course, for this ouk
standing success and that reason is the high
T.D.N. content of SHUR-GAIN Chick Starter,
High T.D.N. means faster growth and more
vigorous trouble-free chicks,
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SHUR-GAIN Chick Starter May Be Obtained At Any Of The
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@ "THE MASTER DECORATOR"

For Walls and Ceilings

CHARLES E. WORTH, c-o Riggs and Harper (Barber Shop)

Queen Street, Phone 25971, . heard them as PREE-late, DIE~

nasty, re-JIME, GUEST-sher, and

Robert J. Shaw, Bloomfield 0. ©. Johnson, North Tryon in-FAME-us. I was taught to call
d 1

 Following SHUR-GAIN.Mills On P. E. I Claronce F. s, Boertld g, A ey, O'leary I i Including White
; ’ 4 L T / R p Elmer Waugh, Wilmet Valley Charles 8, MacKay, us, Now, ger(\ltl:e :e:ghe;-, "toﬂ):;‘?! .
bocto 6 MUENRL G Hrb VOO BB i b G TR TR T R Kenstngton [§[dictionary, and oo who b v 5 Ib. package ........ 50¢
E . MacDougall. ... 1ovvicoso Verion | Clork Foed Sarvice...... Mot Stevert | | M Geriude Domet, M O MG, QLN (00 TG 22 Ib. package . ...... 25¢
Kencington Feed sénko.‘...-..'.l(mington D. A. MacRae.............. Heatherdale Mra. Aribur 3. Biman, Garth Mactasn, Lot 16, L “3;\‘-?:‘1:: II:h:h:mFPr‘enZYl s | :
P L Morris Feed Service. . <o Kinkers Northam Feed Service. .. sec1. - Northam y ," st aTiabta, o’ tn' 016 word The ROGERS “ARDWARE
McSuigtn & Boyle'.........Huntet River |  Vernon River Mills..........Vernon River |1 £RED W. BRAY, Limited — 120 John St. N., Hamilton, Ont. ™™ —

COMPANY LIMITED

The tower of Babel, one of the
‘'seven wonders of the anclent world,
has completely disappeared.
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