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| CONCERNING OLD POSTAGE®
STAMPS .

" who asked for
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By AGRICOLA

At rare intervals one sees an
wdvertisement in the newspapers,
enquiring for old stamps used or
gnused, Generally a date is men-
tioned and the stamps required
must be on the “far side” of it.
There is not likely to be much re-
!ponse nowadays for the old
sland stamps, have beem pretty
well combed out!

Previous to Confederation
Prince Edward Island had its own
stamps. The date of the first issue
was 1861, and in all, sixteen maj-
or varieties of stamps appeared,
till in 1873 the stamps of the Do-
minion superseded the Island is-

sues. (Here it may be remarked
that the first Canadian stamps
appeared circa 1850.)

me of the major varieties
have minor variations.  Some
were not perforated, and
had to be snipped off the sheet;

some were perforated by means
of a toothed wheel called, a rou-
lette; while there were several
different varietles of paper em-
ployed in the printing of the is-
sues. To make a complete collect-
ion of Island stamps with all their
variations, weuld be rather a cost-
ly affair, as will be seen later on.

As a‘further variation the old
postage stamps were “bisect-
ed”, that s cut down to accom-
modate a lower charge, A  post-
master would sell one-half of a
two-penny stamp to a
a penny
These bisected stamps are
valuable, but can easily be forged;
therefore they must be on the
original envelope to show their
genuineness.

As stated, the first
stamps were issued in 1861,
the last in 1872, There was also
an Issue in 1870: three altogether.
All of course bore a portrait of
Queen Victoria, but ~while the
first two issues bore the denomin-
ation in the British currency, the

customer
stamp.
very

aad

last issue was priced in Jdollars
and cents. The second ser=-
ies of stamps was remark-

able also in that it carried the
price both in “sterling” and “cur-
rency"—the latter being the cur-
rent value of the coin circulating
in the Island. For instance, the
‘“old Island brown” (with a full-
face portrait of the Queen) is
priced “sterling 3 pence, currency
4 pence halfpeany.” (Should you
wish to buy an old Island brown,
it will cost you two or three dol-

lars, perhaps more; if you have
one for sale you won't get any-
thing like that!)

e best of all the issues was
the 1861 “two-penny rose”; its

?r&war price ran to ten dollars.
t was not as artistic as the four-

pence-halfpenny brown, but bore
only the Queen’'s profile, enclosed
in a circular band inscribed

“Prince Edward Island Postage.”
THE AMERICAN GOLDFINCH

As I looked out of the window
on rising the other myrning, a
small bird sped st. ere was
Qo doubt of its identity, for its,
yellow body and black wings in-
:Lnntly'rgroclaimed it a male Gold-
finch. is bright little bird is al-
so _known as the Canary, from its
color; the Thistlebird, from its
favorite diet of thistle seeds; while
some writers refer to it as the
black-winged yellow-bird, a very
distinctive title indeed, since it is

the only yellow bird that has
black wiags.
Eastern Goldfinch A.O.U. 529,

Summer resident, fairly common.
Summer plumage. Male, bright can-
ary yellow, crown, wingsand tail,
black. Wing bars and inner webs of
tadl-feathers, white, Upper tall-cov-
erts gray;lesser wing-coverts yel-
low. 'emale much duller, yellowish-
brown above, dull yellow below.
Orown scarcely darkened, wings
and tall blackish; wing coverts
olive green or gray. Winter plnm-
age: both adult and immature
birds resemble the female in pen-
eral, but the adult male retains
the yellow lesser wing-coverts,
I's 525; wing 2.9; spread
about 8.0; tail 2.0; all in inches.
The Goldfinch, says Dr. Tavern-
er. 1s “a bird of no bad habits
and many good cnes,” alluding to
its eating the seeds of Canada
thistle, dandelion,and other weeds
They rarely eat grain but are fond
of sunflower seeds “which are a
never-failing attraction.” Wwild
berries are taken, but no complaint
has yet beemi made of ,damage to

Islandeschool where I first

cultivated fruit, Insects are eaten
more or less, but not to any ex-

tent, says ,C. W. Nash. However,
their capacity for consuming
weed-seeds, fully atones for any

failure in this respect,
All authorities comment on the

Goldfinch’s unduylating wavy
manner of flight and its habit,
whilst flying, of llngln{ a repeat-
ed “per-chic-o-peel” t is  also
credited with a song—*“sweet-

sweet-chewit - chewit-chewit"—as
it occuples some lone elevation. I
have seen the bird a good many
times in the past but never heard
it sing; it was always too intent
on gathering food.

MUSIC IN THE RURAL
SCHOOLS

With a great deal of pleasure I
note that Institutes have asked
for music to be placed on the
school curriculum. Singing is good
for the young folk—body, soul,
and spirit!

There has of course always been
a little singing at the examinat-
ion before the school closes for
vacation, and at the “Christmas
concert,” but thechoruses (as they

were termed) were learned by
imitation and were necessarily
because mere imitations con-

tains but little element of ro-
gress and takes up too much time.
What is needed a system or
method by which the scholar will
ultimately gain sufficient muskcal
knowledge as to be able to sing
the tune himself, or herself as the
case may be.

8uch a system is the Tonic Solfa,
which has won its way even into
the pages of the Musical Times;
no small feat! In the one-room
received in-
struction, we each had our little
sixpenny (12ct). songbooks vrint-
ed in the Solfa Notation; and the
singing lesson was a great success.
There is no better system for
teaching singing, and it s equally
effective for solo instruments;
but it is scarcely suitable for
chord instruments like the piano
or organ. That explains why so
few teachers of these instruments
have studied the system.

When as a boy I joined the
choir at the parish church, I
found that all the music was print-
ed in the staff motation. It was
not long till I learned to translate
the notes into the Solfa signs as
I sang! which appears difficult
but is actually easy. Also I found
that some of the men in the choir
who knew the Solfa, could hear a
new tune and immediately, wr:te
down the treble of it in the Solfa
notation. There was nothing in
that, they told me; any competent
solfaist could do the same.

In my eyes (I recall) the trans-
cendent merit of the Solfa system
was that it enabled me instantly
to sing any interval correctly. For
example I might be required to
jump from F sharp to D sharp
above it. That looked “hard” till I
redollected that the  Modulator
(Solfa chart) gave this interval
as from C to A In another key,
That is, each pair embraces the
same number of semitones, ~ad if
you can sing one you can sing the
other. This movable key-note s
Bolfa’s great contribution to the
art of singing and has cut months
from the time of study.

John Curwen and 8oc:is, Music
Publishers, London, Eng., have for
three quarters of a century spec-|
ialized in 8olfa music, and thelr
Dual Notation Course is specially
designed for schocl use. The
course uses both staff and Solfa
notation and the books are most
inexpensive,

JUST A FEW WORDS

In potato-planting time I heard
the eyeless stem-end of a tato
called a “gawk,” and rejected.
That reminded me that we used

|

RACING
DRIVER.

By
Alexander Campbell

‘They set to work. It was a long,
back-breaking job,
not had the opportunity to bring
&roper implements with them,

nally, however, the pit was
clear of water, The rock was cov-
ered by thin layer of mud. There
was a long crack in the stone, and
Ithrouzh this the water was seep-

ng :

They filled the crack with rub-
ble, and laid a covering of bushes
and pieces of wood.

Rupert had gone to the back of
the cave, and he came back with
some objects wrapped 1n sacking.
He carried them very delicately.

“Flints and bones,” he explain-
ed. He smiled at Frank's aston-
ished look. “It doesn’'t sound much
Carter, but to the schentific world
they may prove more preclous
than radium! With these we may
be able to re-ccnstruct a  whole
lost age of the world’s pre-his-

ory.

“I don't want to leave them
here,” he continued, “in case the
worst comes-to the worst and the
place collapses. We'll put them in
the knapsacks.” He cheerfully
abandoned the flask of brandy
and the sandwiches which he had
put into his knapsack and placed
the wrapped objects in their stead.

“I'll share you fellows’ grub.
But I don’t think we'll need it.
We've done all we can here to-
night, I think we'd better get
back to the hostel. The girls will
be worried.”

“Better have some of this be-
fore we go.” rumbled the professor
waving his brandy flask. “I rather
imagine we've earned it.”

spirit, then left the cave.
It was as dark as ever, and
there was a threat of -further rain

CRY IN THE NIGHT

He led the way back to the path,
and they began the descent.
They had got about half-way
down when Rngrt halted.

“More snakes?” asked Frank,
with a grimace.

“No listen.”

They stood stil and strained
their ears.

“Do you hear it?”
ert sharply.

They shook their heads.

“My ears are keener than yours
because I've spent more time in
the hills,” said Rugpert slowly. “Of
course I heard a cry.”

Carter thought of the  black
cave which they had just vacated,
and recalled his fanciful vision of
the figure of the man-beast
crouching there. with club uprais-|
ed, as assuredly the ancestors of]
men had crouched in that very !
spot thousands of years ago.

The night pressed down on them
like a stifling blanket. The black
bulk of the mountain seemed to
be silently watching and eticom-
passing them, .

Had the primitive folk come out
of the past to revenge the desecra-
tion of their bones?

He shook his head impatiently.
One must not give way to foolish
fancles.

Rupert had spent months here .
alone, by day and by night. He
had been unharmed.

“Well, let's get on,” said Rupert
He shrugged his shoulders. “It
must have been my imagination,
after all.”

They were about to resume the
downward journey when Profas-
sor Ellington held up a hand.

“Watt! I heard it.'

another tobacco of a coarse text-
ure, called canaster, but this was

asked Rup-

the term “apple-gowk” for the
core of that frult, in Northum-
berland. In Scotland the word
does not seem to be used in that
fashion, a gowk being a stupid
person,

Looking over the dictionary

lately I came across the term
“fusee,” which was defined as “a
kind of match used by tobacco
smokers.” There was
than that. The head of the match
was large, about the size of 2 pea,
and was composed of a  black,
slow-burning composition. To
keep it on the matchstick two very
fine wires ran through it and were
woven round the stick net-fashion
Finally the striking-tip was ap-
plied to the head and the fusce
was complete. When struck the
fusee did not flame, it glowed and
fizzled, and as the wind could not
extinguish it, most outdoor work-
ers who were fond of the pipe
carried a boxful. Later the manu-
facturers mixed some kind of in-
cense amongst the ingredients of
the head. Fusees were a great
boom to sailors, but rather ex-
pensive. They seem to have drop-
ped out of use over half a century
ago. .

There was, in the good old days,
an evil-smelling kind of tobacco,
called mundungus. Sir Walter
Scott is one of the writers who
mention it. Its quality may be
gauged from the fact that the
name is derived from mondongo.

Spanish for “tripe.” There was

not as well-known as the mun-
dungus.
A USEFUL FLY
I am indebted to Mr. James
MacCallum of Brackley Reach,
who has sent a fine specimen of
Megarhyssa lunator, for naming

and as an addition to my collect-
ion, This is one of the Ichneumon

more to it| flies and #s readily ' distinguished in Bureit Point, the guests of Mrs.

by its long (4.5 inch) ovipositor.

This organ — often mistaken for
a “stinger”—resembles a long
black horsehair projecting from

the rear of the fly whose 1.6 inch
body is rather slender, and dark
brown to black in color.

This “Long-tailed Ichtieumon-{ly”
as it has been called is a most
useful rinsect, though, I fancy,
rather scarce. There are certain
flies and beetles, which in the
grub stage, bore into trees, and
make tunnels in the wood. The
Megarhyssa is very clever atfind-
ing the entrance to the tunnel
and thrusting in her long ovipos-
itor (“egg-placer”) lays an egg on
the grub. When the egg hatches
the borer's days are numbered,
for the Ichneumon grub proceeds
to devour it,

Older writers call this
Thalessa lunator, amd some
treatises still carry the name.
There is a good picture of the fly
in the “Hymenoptera of Con-
necticut,” a copy of which may be
g.;{uulted at the Public Library,

Y.

insect

WITHSTANDS
TIME anp WEATHER

"

- @ Forty years of satisfactory ser.
wice in our varied climate proves
‘the quality of Brantford Roofing.
By using the finest materials,
skilled craftsmen have combined
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for they had'

They each draak a little of the!

in the air. Lightning quivered
faintly on the horizon.

“I think we'd better hurry,"l
said Rupert.

‘| Comeau, Quebec

They \stood still again.
time .t,hey all heard it—a faiat cry '
which seemed to float up from
neath them. , "

“That was a woman's voicel”
'Carter's face was tense.

He gl his torch and his
b?‘mdod past Rupert.

“Come onl"

They tore recklessly dova the !

th.

Prank rounded a sharp bend and'
. halted abruptly.

A figure was struggling upwards
towards his—and a moment later
slflemwast hml .hla arms.

“Dorothy!”

She lifted her face to his. Her
breath was coming in great gu’l:gu

“Frank! Hax;e you seen her? Did
she meet you

“Who?" he asked sharply.
“Florence! I saw her leave the
ostel. She had got a coat and a
at and a stick from somewhere,

ou. 1
take

h
hi
and she was going' after
saw her cross the bridge an
the path up the mountain.

“I follawed her. I kept calliag,
but she didn’'t answer. I xept
climbing and climbing, but there
was no sign of her. Then I oegan
to get scared. I was too afraid to
turn back, so I carried on, noping
I would meet you.

“But didn't you see her? Didn't
she tind you?”

Frank shook his head. He was
thnkln{z of the treacherous turns
and twists In the path—and of the
snake which they had encounter-

ed, [

“Look here, Rupert!'" Professor
Ellington's voice was rough. “Is
there any other path up this
m;buntlkn?" ki tonily. H had

upert oke stonily. He
not pr:ove? since Dorothy had

run into them. PFrank noticed in:
the light of the torches that the
knuckles of the hand  which

gripped the stick were white,
“Then,” said Professor Ellington
slowly, “if she came straight up,
she should have met us. Unless—.
He left the sentence unfinished.
“We must organize a §o;rch
party.” Rupert spoke with his us-
ual cold efficiepcy—but the curt
note tn his voicé deceived no one.
(To be continued) o

Georgetown Al
Vicinity
Peter ;.l-e? of Montrell,’

motored to Georgetown and
‘Rev))

Mr.

ue.,
S visiting his sister, Mrs,

G. R. Hartnman.

Mr. George Stewart, son of M.
and Mrs. A. H, Stewart and a vet-
eran of the last war, is tnklu? a
course in plumbing in Charlotte-
town, '

Derek MacKinnon, a discharged
member of the R. C. Navy is
spending his vacatica in Gebdrge-
town and fis uccum;lng the bun{g-
alow, owned by s father, M.
Alex MacKinnon.

Master Elmer Paquet of Char-
lottetown is enjoying a vacation
here, the guest of his auat, Mrs,
Richard Dougan,

accoutitant
Hali-

Mr. Hutton Dalzlel,
in the Bank of Commerce,

fax, N. S, and Mrs. Dalziel are
visitors here, the guests of Mr.
Dalziel's mother, Mrs. John Dal-

ziel, Water BStreet.,

Rev. 8. J. Boyce, B.A, of 8t
Dayid's U

niteg Church, George-
town, motored to Valleyfield on
Thursday night, where he held
preparatory service.
Miss Belitrice MacKinnon, of
Charlottetown Is  visiting Miss
Miannie Owen.

Workmen are busy on the roaas
in Burnt Point where a Depart-
ment cf Public Works road ma-
chine will be in operation fo: the
next few days.

Mr. F. J. DeLory is_operating
a motor boat between Georgetown
and Lower Montague, for foot-
passengers, during the absence o't

tour ferry boat.

l Frances Hennesse&‘ Lois Hen-
!nessey and Joyce cCarville all
of Charlottetown are vacationing

Ella McKinnon.

Mr. John McCrae is having his
home painted. The work is being
done by Mr. Joseph Johnson and
his staff. 5

Mrs. Hubert Fraser and daugh-
ter Bernice, of Charlottetown are
visiting here the guests .of Mrs.
Fraser's sister, Mrs. Lemuel Mc-
Cormick.

| Congratulations are being
|tended to Rev. and Mrs. G. R.
',Hartman. on the birth of a daugh-

ter.
|

ex-

Miss Faany DeLory, has peturn-
fv[[i home from a visit to Boston,
ass.

Alton McKenzie and Waldron

Georgetown on Sunday.

Mrs. George MacDonald »nd
two children of Charlottetown are
visiting relatives' here.

Bernice DeLory, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. F. J. DeLory, is vise
fting her aunt, Mrs. James Pen-
dergast of Kensington.

Mr. John Batchilder of the C.
G, 8. Brant, was a ‘recent visitor
to his home in Georgetown.

Mrs. Earl Walsh and daughter
of Burnt Point, were recent visi-
tors to Charlottetown,

Howard Gotell and Leo Victor,
are visiting friends in Pictou, N8.

Mrs. Alec MacKinnon 6f Bale
Province 15 at
greunt visiting her former hcme
ere.

The Georgetown-Lower Mon-
tague ferry boat and the Georg: -
town-Newport ferry boat, th
salled early Wednesday morning
for Pictou, N, 8, where they will
0 on the slip for annual over-
auling and * repairs;

Inadvertently omitted In 'the
ohituary of the late John art
of Georgetown whose death occur-
red on 14th, was the name

of his =daughter, gacet,
datghter | " and Mrs, Howard

Pte. J, wm&. ul‘o.g (’1!
) 8 5
B e e, ol
e v
Pte, Wn:l'il‘ saw service In’North
West: lu?u and  was badly
vaounM ut 18 now fully recover
.l.me. l. 3 ROASC,
Canadian m the week-
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end with his mother,
Yorston and his sister, Mrs Laura

your home! We’ve a
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TABLES !

Give Your Rooms

Moderately

SUMMERSIDE

Interest and Charm

Carefully placed tables will add
that certain charm and grace to

selection of new

tables in lovely design and fin-’

priced and

ready for your inspection — See
them now while they’re still avail-

& LAMP TABLES!
+ END TABLES!
¢ COFFEE TABLES!

Moderately Priced A?

_ARANTEED SATISFACTION SINCE 1857

CHARLOTTETOWN

Mrs. Mary

Mair, Georgetown. Lieut, Yorston,
has been stationed in Newfound-
land for the past few years, has
finished his duties there and is
now at M. D. No. 6 Depot await-
ing his discharge.

Mrs. Michael Burke, has re-
tvrned home from a six months’
visit to relatives in the U. 8. A.
While there she was the guest of
her daughters, Mrs, Henry De-
Veaux and s. Patrick Lawsure,
both of West Springfield, Mass,,
and also spent some time with old
friends in Malden. Mr. Burke had
many interesting motor trips to
points in the Eastern States, in-
cluding, Hartford, Ccanecticut and
Providence, R. 1. -

For Foot Ailments

CONSULT
H. J. A BROWN. D}

Orthopedic

CHIROPODIST

143 Great George Street
CHARLOTTETOWN. PE.L

STITCH IN TIME
SAVES MONEY

Reinforce new clothes at seams
hems, plackets, pockets and neck-
lines before they're worn, and you
can usually save yourself the chore
of tedious mending later on and
give maday garments a much ong-
er iife,

For that reason, clothing
clalists suggest overcasting raw
edges of seams.. Or better  still,
machine stitching near the edges
before overcasting. This advance
stitching, the experts point out,
saves seams that have been cut ton
close from fraying or loming
apart.

Tape applied underneath those
Pa-lms of a garment which come
n for special strain—end of a
placket or top of a pocket, for ex-
ample—is also suggested. Another
reminder is that necklines and
collars not cut on the straight of
the goods can be prevented from
stretchjng or tearing by sewiny
tape on the underside of the outer
edge or by ripping open the facing
to reinforce with tape, sewed
next to,the edge, and re-stitching.

A stitch In time suggested for
carelessly made buttonholes, which
never look the same after " they
tear, is a simple reworked blanket
stitch used before the button goes
e'n.

spe-

.
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DOROTHY DIX SAYS—

Continued From Page %

One girl writes that hér father shadows her wherever she goes. If
she goes to the movies with a boy "he trails her to the door, and when
she looks around he is in a back seat with his eyes glued on her. H:
even pops in at the office in which she is employed to sce if she is at
her desk.

Probably these parents who deny their daughters every vestige of
personal liberty think that they are protecting them, but, in.reality,
they are himply throwing them to he wolves, They are making them
marry the first man who asks them, no matter whether they love him
or not just to get out from under Mother's and Father’s thumbs. Or
¢lse they are turning them into liars and sneaks who pick up boys cn
the street and have drug store affairs, and go ‘to God knows where
with God knows whom because they were not permitted to step out
with the nice boy -next «door, :

Surely parents have little sense if they do fiot recognize that youth
will be served; that it is bound to have its fling, and that if they do
not let their daughters have the pleasures that belong to their timg
of life freely and do not co-operate with them in having good times
that they will take them in the ways that are dark and devious and
lead r}x trouhle, | g

d gurely every mother should have gumption enough to know
that in these days when practically all girls work side ‘§§ side with
men all day, it is silly to think that she can protect them by locking
them in at night. Sally and Mamie are their own chaperones now.

and they need no other if Mother has given them Uberty and taught
them how to use fit. S freo

And she best does this by making them happy, for happy girls
are good girls. They den't have to jum 1 ood times.
They have them at home. 50 COETTIRLLD good “

h

Roper of Bouris, were visitors to |
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