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. am tUllURIAL NU'E) - or rether our present aystem, is in
the main the best that can be af-
forded on Prince Edward Island for
the present generation, and per-|
haps for stveral succeeding gen-
erations; that is of course allowing
Jor the gradual evolution of the

¥
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PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open ¢o
the , discussion by corra-
A of "

of.
interest. The Charlottetown

Unhappy lies the head that wears a crown,
or runs a government.

* *

A traveller friend called our ate
tenticn recently to the difficulty
he experienced in many

The government of Alberta is sponsoring a
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Department, Ottawa.
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“The Strongest Memory is Weaker Than
the Weakest Ink.”
MONDAY, MARCH 3, 1017

Premier Jones vs. The Auditor-General

In his political address before the Can-
adian Lcgion last week, Premier Jonas maintain-
ed that the Dominion Government was con-
ducting Canada’s atfairs “economically.” He
offered no proof of this statement, which in-
deed would be hard to produce. No less an
authority than the Auditor-General  supports
the majority of taxpayers in their conviction that
they could spend their own money far more effi-
ciently than the King administration is spend-
ing it.

The Auditor-Gzneral’s statis is that of an
independznt official responsible only to Parlia-
ment.  He toblcs annually in the House of Com-
mons a report upon the way the Government
handles th2 spending of public monies. Thie
session’s document arrived the other day, and
parliamentarians who have perused it are talk-
ing about little else. It literally bristles with
cases of extravagances, inefficiencies and wastes.

For example:

The Labor Gazette, published by the De-
partment of Labor, used to employ correspond-
ents in many localities to furnish it with cost-of-
living information. Then the Bureau of Sta-
tistics took over the function of furnishing this
dato from its own facilities. That was back in
1943. But the Labor Gazette correspondents
have still b2zn gztting their pay envelopes.
Somebody simply forgot to tell them that their
services were no longer required. The sum they
were paid last fiscal year—for nothing—was
$6,418.18.

Here is another case:

It had been the Government's practise to
pay a fee of $160.00 for an architect’s drawing.
This payment gave the Government the right to
use the design 16 times. |If used oftener, an ad-
ditional fee of $10 wos paid per time. This
was a fair enough arrangement for normal
departmental  cperations.  Unfortunately, the
Government forgot all about how it would work
out in any mass building project. It was re-
minded when it set out to build a block of 2,-
200 houses for veterans from only seven de-
signs,—and received and had to pay a bill of
$14,370 from the architects. Thereafter the ar-
rangement was made that the initial fee paid
any architect for drafting a plan should cover
its use in any mass building scheme.

Another case of bad judgment at the tax-
payer’'s expense which the Auditor-General cites
is also concerned with houses for veterans. It
happened at Boucherville, Quebec, in connec-
tion with a project for building nine ex-service
men’s homes. The Government rejected firm
bids ranging frem. $45,884 to $70,200 as ex-
cessive, and commissioned a contractor to do
the work at cost, plus a fee of $175 per house.
So far, $87,018 has been paid out under this
deal, and another $103,820 still is being claim-
ed by the contractor.

Continuing in the same vein: Up in Daw-
son Creek, British Columbia, the Department of
Veterans Affairs negotiated for the purchase
of a hospital for the R. C. A. F. Then the R.
C. A. F. decided that it didn’t need ond didn't
want a hospital thare. The Department of
Veterans Affairs went through with the deal
regardless, paid the $68,000,—and turned the
property over to the War Assets Corporation to
be sold for whatever it would bring. It wasn't
used as a hospital for even a day.

Even in the field of family allowances the
Auditor-Ganeral finds serious irregularities for
which the public is footing the bill. He notes
that the legislation itself provides that no pay-
ments should be made to “any person who is in
Canada contrary to the provisions of the Im-
migration Act.” Daspite this regulation, the
Auditor-Genzrel estimates that  “child allow-
anczs are ia pavrent with respect to over 4,000
children who on entry into Canada were not re-
corded in accordance with the provisions of the
Immigration Act.”

Than there is the. case of John Grierson,
former Wartime Information Board and National
Film Board hzad to whom, incidentally, the F-
B. |. have refused a bill of health to enable him
to obtain a visa to live in the United States.
Grierson lcft the public payroll on October 31,
1945. But on January 24, 1946, the London
office of the Nctioncl Film Board paid his air
possage to Canada at a cost of eighty-five
pounds si2rling (about $375).

Many other instences are cited by the
Auditor-Ganeral, indicating pretty clearly that
Premier Jones was drawing a long bow when he
boasted before the Legion of the King Govern-
ment’s “economy.”

-

M. L. A. For Indians?

In- Victorio, B. C., it has been suggested
that the Provincial Government might add a
seat to the Legislatyre for a native Indian. Such
an M. L. A, apparently would only concern him-
self with the native tribes %of British Columbia.
He would be unable to have his. say in general

* law-making of the Province.

The Voncouver News-Herald says that while
it is wholly in favor of the native Indians—those
who can read and write, at any rate—having
the franchise. But it does not think native
Indians should have their own special repre-
seritatives in the House. If an Indian is elected
by o-majority of all the people in his constitu-
ency; well and good. 'To have the Indians name
their own member would only lead to further
Wivision among the races.

Yet it seems to bz the practice in New Zeal-
and, where .thete \are special legislative seats

for Maori representatives.

.

\

$1,000 cooking contest, the object of which is

to develop a full-course tourist meal for which

Alberta will become famous.
* * * *

Honeymoons are not always what they are
cracked up to be.
who marricd Mary Churchill, daughter of the
wartime Prime Minister, two weeks ago, was
taken seriously ill on ‘their honeymoon in Swit-
zerland.

.

W *

Chief McLeese, of Saint John, points out
that contrary to a great deal of publicity given
recently about an increase in crime with re-
gard to returned service men, he found no in-
dication of this being a fact in his territory.

*

Forgotten or overlooked wealth for whom
it may concern. A nest-egg of about $1,500,000
has piled up in Canadian banks awaiting claim-
ants who left their money gathering dust—and
compound interest—in their vaults. Unclaimed
balances and other dormant funds had accumu-
lated to that amount at the end of 1946.

Mrs. MacKinnon, formerly of Grand River,
who now resides with Mrs. O'Brien at Elmsdale,
must be proud of her granddaughter, Mary
Knowles who has just been crowned Queen of
Edmonton at the Winter Fair there. Miss
Knowles, or ““Miss Edmonton of 1947, polled
135,000 votes. Her mother, the former Laura
MacKinnon, hailed from Grand River. Mary
was crowned by Mayor Arnley of Edmonton. -

* * * *

Tragedy has entered into the Barbara Ann
Scott world champion figure skate réjoicings.
Nadine Adair Phillips, 19-year-old runner-up for
the Canadian women’s figure-skating champion-
ship in January, died in a Toronto hospital a
weck ago. She was to have skated in Ottawa
this month as a member of the Canadian team
competing for the North American figure-skat-
ing championships. Miss Phillips was at one time
Canadian junior lgdies’ champion skater.

* * *

A synthetic bar of soap which is as good as
the “real thing” is to be produced by an Eng-
lish firm in Manchester. The formula, perfect-
ed by Mr. Fraser Johnson, excludes the oils and
fats commonly used in the manufacture of soap.
Stringent tests have proved that the new pro-
duct is equal to soap for most purposes for
which it is generally used. It is also a quick re-

mover of ink-stains.
»

w

John Wesley, founder of Methodism, died
this date 1791 -at the age of eighty-eight. He
travelled extensively as an evangelist, and his
preaching, zeal and popular appeal were enor-
mous. There are no Methodists now in Can-
ado, but the last world census showed thare
were 54,475 ministers, 98,733 local preachers,
10,110,677 members aond probationars, 95,566
Sunday Schools, 961,728 teachers and officers,
9,209,300 scholars, and 100,113 Churches and

halls for services.
*

*  x

Displaced persons are bzginning to real-
ize they are not to be allowed to eat the bread
of idleness. A system of compulsory work for
displaced persons in the British zone of Ger-
many is announced by Air Marshal Sir Sholto
Douglas. The British commander-in-chief said
the 234,000 displaced persons left in the Brit-
ish zone, of which 157,000 are employable, will
be obliged immediately to register for work.
The announcement followed months of negotia-
tion to meet objections of UNRRA officials. Air
Marshal Douglas said displaced persons who re-
fuse to register or to accept “reasonable offers
of employment” will be liable to prosecution, as,
for example, by being put on fatigue duty in dis-
placed persgns’ camps, or, if necessary, by im-
prisonment. .

In only three cases out of the 64 death
claims filed with the Saskatchewan Government
Insurance Office could the circumstances have
given rise to a claim being made under the
standard policy of public liability coverage, rec-
ently released insurance office figures indicate.
Over 95 per cent of the dependents of people
killed in Saskatchewan automobile accidents
during 1946 would have been unable to collect
insurance benefits if the Saskatchewan plan had
been a standard public liability one. A test
analysis showed that in 25 cases out of 200 per-
sonal injury claims there was negligence that
would allow, the injured pacty to file a claim
under - public liability coverage of a standard
policy. The analysis therefore indicated that
the percentage of those not protected was 87.5
per cent, and since the total number of in-
juries sustainéd in accidents up to January 15,
1947, was 1,338, it indicates that in only about
167 of the 1,338 cases could the i"il:?d per-
sons have collected under the liability’ cover-
age of a standard policy.

» * *

Labour Govetnment in Australia is ot log-
gerheads with its followers, just as is the Attlee
Government in London. Differences between
Prime Minister Joseph B. Chifley, with his Cab-
inet supporters, and the trades union execu-
tive have grown with strikes of railwaymen,
tram and bus employees, gasworkers, foundry
workers, waferfront workers and shipyard em-
ployees. At the moment most of these employ-
ees are on the job under agreements that they
work while the arbitration court decides their
claims for higher pay, reduced hours and other
items of improvement. The Government's con-
tention is that their claims might have been re-
ferred to the court in the first place without re-
sort to strike and it supposedly blames the Aus-
tralian Council of Trade Unions for failing to
keep the. men at work when increased produc-
tion is needed to relieve shortages. Relations
between political and industrial leaders of labor
are said to have been strained further by the
Government’s appointment of g special com-
mittee of the political branch—the Australian

* * W

Capt. Christopher Soames,+|

municipalities of finding street
names and, house numbers, This
is a common complaint and one
which need not exist, because
councils of urban mumicipalities
are specifically empowered to pass
bylaws “for affixing the names at
street corners on public or private
property” and “for numbering the
buildings and lots along the high-
ways and®for affixing numbers to
the buildings and for charging thé
owner or occupant with the expense
incident to the'numbering of his
buildings or lot.” Most municipal-
itles have street names and house
numbers but the fault lies In not
having the names end numbers pro-
perly located for guidance by night
as well as by caey. —Municipal
World. -

Britain’s strength is in her pesple.
They scem to endure more, and
endure it better than any other
people known #o history; they whine
less when the going is hard, and
boast less when the going is easy,
than the great nations of the earth
are wont to do. There are many
Unamswerable arguments as to why
they should not emerge from their
present difficulties with new prestige
and new stremgth, but the greater
argument of histery disposes of
them. Britain will manage, some-
how. Her greatest tescurce is her
people, and they have rot been
;’.:mlunted. —Peterborough Exam-
er.

Faith Baldwin, one of America's
most prolific woman novelists, has
written 55 novels in something
like 50 years. She goes to Florida
for the winter seasow, if that is
what her next heroine is supposed
to do, or she spends time at Palm
Springs, Calif., if she intends to
place her mnext leading character
there, or she goes to Washington
for the same reason, says The
Christian Science Monitor. In that
‘way she gets the feeling of the
life she describes, and being an
observant person, she comes away
with sharply defined impressicns
which ‘she sets'down on paper with
equal clarity.

Remember when— they taught
children table manners; they asked
grace before meals; they made the
kids say ‘sir’ to the old man; they
sent them to bed at 9:30; they had
to be in by 11:30 if they went to
a dance; they had e barrel stave
hanging in the woodshed—and used
it; they believed in political
leaders; they enjoyed peace, plenty
and low-priced tobacco and .liquor;
they had no income tax; they had
not yet endured two world wars;
they had one swell time In Can-
ada? —Londen Free Press.

At the end of the rakabow ‘is
the tax slip. The rainbdw is a
beautiful thing to look .at — until
you come to the end of it. There
you find “Government” which is
‘‘other people” and more import-
ant, ycurself. Juggling between
Peter and Paul does not add to
the wealth of either. In the end
it hits everybody. Who was the
old duffer who :mid that the best
security of all isea prosperous and
aggressive country? Or what does
“seourity” mean? Who was it who
said that hal? a loaf is less than
a whole loaf no matter how you
cut it up? —Hamilton .Spectator.

Mprs men are wearing plain
knit ties, we learn from a press
report. This brings up the quest-
icn, why wear ties at all? One of
the mest foolish customs is that
of men who bind their necks almost
to the strangling point with various
kinds of fabrics. Some of the gaudy
ties that one sees are almost as
ridiculous a3 the women'’s hats that
strike your eyes in the Faster par-
ade. Men who laugh at the things
women are pleased to caH hats
might do well to take a second
look at their tles. —Chatham News.

I read somewhere lately that
27,000 public clocks in this coun-
try <were put out of commission
by enemy actlon during the war.
It seems to me that this figure
must include practically all those
that ever catch my eye—they are
nearly always wrong. The horologic-
al societies have wanted for a long
time to have it made ‘unlawful
to exhibit a clock which is not right
by officlal time, but at present
a public clock can give what time
it likes; and most of them do. —
London New Statesman.

The newspaper is still . and w'll
long remain the leading purveyo:r
of news and information, includ-
ing advertising information, The
radio has its place; £o have the
other media. Taken logether Lhey
are, in the main, complementary
rather than competitive. And free-
ly operated, as they are in this
country and in the United States,
they afford the people an unex-
celled example of ‘freedom of news,
of speech and of expression.
Brantford Expositor.

Excuses tendered by manufac-
turers will not increase the number
of chirts on the market; should
prefer to hear what steps they have
taken to ensure inoreased supplies
In six menths, Their reasofls are
not unlike those c{*American manu.
facturers to whom Charles Luckman:
president of Lgver Brothers replied:
“Since the faults cf business were
the fertile grounds upon which
grow many of the vices of organe
ized labor, so will  the reformation
of business have to 'precede the
reformation of labor” His advice
applies to shortages whether tHey
consist of workmen. fabrics or
machinery. Accordingly, cur manu-
facturers need to reform before we
will have mote shirts, and they
might begin by actions which will
end the shoriages. terborough
Examiner.

erecting,
maintaining one single composite
high school
alone be sufficient cause to make
over-optimistic
and think realistically
‘to the financial aspect when they
propoce
composite high schools throughout
Prince Edward Island.

Guardian does not

Uy endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

SAem e

TALKING ABOUT MOGULS

Sir,—Now that the farmers have
learned according to Premier
Jones, first “that they should pick
a. wife as they would a heifer”
as they ‘would thien serve better
as producers of cheap labour;
second, that farmers who loaned
their money to the ‘Government
when the dollars were so urg-
ently needed for furthering the
war effort, were nqthing better
than “three ' per ceht moguls”;
third, that any farmer’s son who
wishes to make his living in.an-
othier class of labour shall be de-
nied the right to assure himself
of a fair price for his labour by
organizing. Are they as happy
with their farmer Premier as
their Premier seems to be in
believing himself “The Great
Mogul.”

I am, Sir, ctc.

DISFRANCHISED SOLDIER

—_—
OUR SYSTEM OF EDUCATION

Sir, — Those of the present gen-
eration cn Prince Edward Island
who are interested in our public
schools, including especially the
parents of school children, and o?
course the teachers as well, must
surely be familiar enough with the
lamentations of certain persons
and groups of persons who incess-
antly bewail and bemoan our pres-
ent school system, end incessantly
demand a new one. These persons
are beyond, doubt generally well-
meaning, and.in some cases well-
educated, and yet one may well
doubt if they don't do more harm
than good to the cause which they
have at heart.

In the first place, no matter what
the system might be, the continual
belittling of it in public and priv-
ate would tend to degrade it in
the minds of the public. In the
case of our Island system, it would
tend to weaken a favorable attitude
on the part of the parents toward
the school, causing them to doubt
the wisdom of compelling or per-
suading their younger children to
pursue the full course in all -the
grades of the public school, and it
would tend also to cause the ad-
vanced pupils to doubt the value
cf pursuing the course that leads 1o
P.W.C. entrance examinations in
order 1o enter the teaching profes-
sion. On the part of the teachers,
it would tend to demoralize and
discourage. them, and to create in
their minds a low conception of
their calling and a desire to escape
from it as soon as possible. That
these unfavorable attitudes exist
all too largely today in the minds
of parents, pupils and teachers
can hardly be denied.

But some c! your readers may
rejoin, “Supposing the present sys-
tem to be a wholly bad one, how
else can it be discarded except by
creating in the minds of the public
an unfavorable opinion of it, so
that in keeping with our theory of
democracy, the old system may be
changed for the new cne with the
consent of the ‘people”? To this I
reply that the present system |is
not a wholly bad one, and further-
more, the prospect of the new pro-
posed one is far from satisfactory.
The grand idea of totalitarian or
composite high schools combined
perhaps with art and craft centres
that has so captured the minds of
certain modern educationists has
in itself the danger of breaking
away from time-honored and well-
charted bearings, and -drifting out
to sea in courses that lead every-
where, and yet nowhere. That fs,
in our own province, providing the
money is available for the mere
material equipment for the grand
expedition; and -the recent sober
discussion in Charlottetown by
F.W. Hyndman on the cost of
equipping, staffing and
in this city should
promoters  pause
in regard

to establish 20 or more

And even if the money were av-
ailable to provide such a system
of schools, the people cf Prince
Edward Island, as I have already
suggested, are by no means in pos-
seesion of enough evidence to prove
that composite high schools are
everywhere by every educator con-
sidered to be the ideal ones. There
are of course enthusiasts among
us who dogmatically declare that
they are the ideal ones. But one
has only to read quotations in the
daily press to learn that there are
eminent educators who just as dog-
matically alfirm that they are not.

And yet agaln, supposing that
the composite schools are the ideal
ones, 30 of them are far from suf-
ficlent to allow of easy access to

attend them, For be it remembered
that all pupils above grade 8- of
the public- school would ' be sup-
posed to attend the composite high
school, and a little examination of
the geography of Prince Edward
Island, along with a little caloula-
tion in respect to distances and
number of common schools, will
soon reveal to all concermed that
over one-hal! of these grade 9 and
10 pupils would have to travel from
5 to perhaps 8 miles in order to
reach their alloted high schools;— &
most serious consideration for par-
ents whose children have been ac-
customed to receive grade 9 and
10 courses almost at the doors of
their homes, ,
Let none of your readers now
tfat because I take this

LONDON--(C P)—Licences are

Labor Party—to advise it on trade union prob-

lems, the role normally performed by the A. C.

» V.

no er required for the manue '
hctlv.:: or sale ‘of asbestos cement -

products,

presume
critical view of ' the proposed new
&chool ' system, that I advecate a

|
|

them by all the pupils supposed to| ¥y

as this letter is already @ fairly
long one, I will ack permission to
discuss in further detail in your
next issue the changes that I think
might be made in our present sys-
tem .to make it more satisfactory
than it is at present.
I am, Sir, etc..
M. McKENZIE.

New Haven, P.E.L
REPLY TO PREMIER JONES

Sir,—Evidently something is dis-
turbing Premier Jones with regard
to labour unions. At a meeting of
the Canadian Legion Feb. 27th he
showed strong anti-Union senti-
ment by threatening to outlaw
Unions om Prince Eqgward Island.
Did Premier Jones mean all Un-
ions such as Fishermen’s Unions,
Farmers’ Unions, Milkmen's Un-
ions, electrical workers, or was it
only the Laborers Protective Un-
fon he was hitting at? If so, why?
What have we done to deserve 1t?
Last year our working agree-
ment was signed by the War Lakt-

member of the Jones Government,
is chairman of this Board. The
Board of Trade also has a member
on this Board as well as Labor.
Our wages and working hours
were accepted by all including our
steamship agents. There was no
kick anywhere, our standard work-
ing hours are eight by day and
three by night, and if necessary to
speed departure of steamers, work
will proceed until loading is com-
pleted.

Premier Jones says he could
load those boats without Union
men. I wonder if he thinks our
members and laborers now un-
employed in Charlottetown would
stand by and watch outside labor
load steamers in this port?

We intend in the near future to
invite Premier Jones. Hon. T.W.L.
Prowse, Hon. Dr. W.JP. MacMil-
lan, R. R. Bell and others whe
have the interest of the people at
heart to a meeting in our hall.
Then Premier Jones can explain
his attack and the unreasonahle
charges he made behind our backs
at the Legion meeting. We hnere-
by afford him “safe conduct”.
Hitler did away with Unions in
Germany and what good did it do
him? Is Premier Jones trying to
Hitlerize P.E. Island? If so he is
making a grave mistake. He picked
a nice spot, o preach Hitlerismi—
the Canadian Legion, and he pick-
ed a fine Union, the Labourers
Protective Union, which in over
forty four years has never had a
strike; a Undon with a war record
second to none in this or any other
Province.

All our members who were phy-
sically fit went into the Armed
Forces; the remainder went'to war
plonts and shipyards.

With our members serving our
country 100 per cent, our officers
with permission left their jobs to
superviss the -unloading -and load-
ing of steamers so that our ship-
pers and agents would be sure their
cargoes were properly handied
and stowed. We have always had
the goodwill of the public and !n
common with all organized labor
unions we feel and rightly claim
we have done more for the work-
ing people of this Province than
any other group.

Does Premier Jones believe for
one minute that public opinicn
will allow him to become a dic-
tator? He will find the difference
when in the coming ‘provincial
election Labor will stand solidly
egainst him. We don’t forget very
easy, Mr. Premier, and we won’t
forget.

Premier Jones’ statement regard-
ing Labor Unions was received
across Canada .with amazement.
We wonder what the other Prov-
inces think qf us, with a Premier
who compirts our women with
cattle, refuses to enact any social
legislation, and i now  threaten-
ing to outlaw all Unions on P. E.
Island.

Now, who does he think he is?
‘The Labourers Protective Union is
not worrying because we don't be-
lieve he will be in office long en-
ough to do any thing. He will
find out that some 60 per cent of
all service personnel are labourers.
It Premier Jones ia looking for the
veterans’ vote he is sure taking
the wrong bus.

Does our Premier expect our
men who are 2-3 Leghonaires to
work 12 to 16 hours a day and for
the wages he pays his farm heip?
Didn't our ex-service membeis
fight hours enough and long en-
ou, at $1.50 a day so he could
run his farm his way?

+ We never at any time told h:m
(Premier Jones) how to run his
farm or what price to ask for his
prize bulls, We Fept wur nse sut
of hie business, so let him keep his
out of ours, We have been cocm-
mended time after time by cace
tains of ships on our prompt des-
patch of cargoes to and from their
ships, also on our efficient hand-
ling and stowage. The principal
shippers from our ports have had
the full co-operation of our Union
men, :

Mr. George Buntain, our steam-
ship agent, can substantiate this
statement. If Premier Jones'thinks
he can break our Union, let him
it. We accept his\ challenge.
He will find out that Labour also
has a voice in the affairs of this
Province.

The Labourers’ Protective Un-
fon does not intend to revert back
to slave labor and low wages for
Premier Jones or anyone  else,
We feel grateful to our Govein-
ment for obtaining the potato
market in England, but while they
were at it why didn’'t they see to
it that all Island potatoes .weie
loaded at Island ports? Some 1000
cars will be loaded at 8t. John, N.
B, at $140 per ton or more, leav-
ing some $80,000 to $80,000 to long-
shoremen and stevedores at that
port, If he would do something to
have our ports opened here early
by having fce breakers brought
down here gand obtaining the west
shed from the Porter Constructioh
Company at the Railway Wharf
for storing - potatoes, - instead of

system, eliminating something here,
and something there; and
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or Board. Hon, Hcrice Wrigh!, aif
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Of the Second District
Legion - Hall, Charlottetown,

of Queen’s will be held in the
on Tuesday, March 4th, ot 1

P. M., for-the purpose of nominating two Candidates. Each
Poll is entitled to send five accredited delegates.

FRANK CASS,
RAY BAGNALL,

Conveners.

Of the First District of Kings
Souris, on Tuesday, March 11

Progressive Conservative Convention !

b
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will be held in St. Mary's Hall,
th, at 2 P.M. to nominate two

candidates to contest the next General Provincial election.
Each poll is requested to send five accredited delegates.

HENRY MALLARD,
CLIFFORD TOWNSEND,
Convenors.
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him go ahead and try it. He can
claim credit for the new car ferry
and our diesel engines. I wondey if
he knows Labor Unions built
them? He (Premier Jones) also
tells the men who fought for tnis
country, if they don’'t intend ts
work around the clock to get nut
of this Province. Well there is an
answer to that but it wouldn't
read nice in print. So Premier
Jones you started something iet’s
see you finish it. Thanking you Mr.
Editor for your valuable space.
I am, Sir etc.
LEMUEL T. RUSH,
Business Agent L.P.U.

TEACHERS’ SALARIES

Sir, ~ As I read from day to day
of all. that is taking place in the
way of changes in our educatiomal
system, I wonder what has hap-
pened.and what is going to hap-
pen. Our schools are in a deplor-
able condition viz. inexperienced
teachers, pupils taken from Grade
mwot  old enough to know
how to hendle themselves, let alone
pupils, upwards of 20 or 30 in
numbers; teachers who have no
personality; elderly women who
have lost contact, who do not even
know the King’s English are placed
in charge of the youth cf our land.
(serious situation). We have cor-
respondence * courses inducing our
children to remain at home, often-
times because they do not like their
teacher or because of lacadasical
parents who will not put forth the
effort to get them to school. We
hear much these days of travel or
international relationships as part
cf our education. True it is...and
so is school life for children who
are somewhat isolated.

Therefore, why give them the

choice of remeining at home or

making an effort to get thelr edu-

catiom.

What is worth learning is worth
putting forth an effort to get —

they hand them out everything on

a silver platter. I contend we are

making people Jess responsible ev-

ery day even to this children’s al-
lowance which Is omly for “school

attendance” as planned; something

to be gained by the parents I sup-
pose as the children are at home
to help with the work and- also get
their allowance.

We hear much of teacher short-
age and what is being done to re-
medy the situation.. Although I
am not a teachen I have always
been interested in the youth of our
land and education in particular.
It seems to me that teachers have
lost sight of the value of real
teaching and placed the emphasis
‘“‘money”. If one attends a
teachers’ convention, the clarion
“more money”. To my
mind a teacher (same as a preach-
er), should not have to ask for
money. Surely our children are of
more value to the country than
bank accounts,

Not only is this true of the ev-
ery-day teacher but of those who
travel the roads all the year round
for little or nothing, Even many
of the rural teachers today are
getting greater remuneration than
sers who have to have
cars in this(day cf travel. He or she
starts out with his own car and
a small expense is allowed for
yevelling and it wid take a vum-
ber of years of careful saving to
even pay the first installment on a
new car at the price of them today.
If one takes the trouble to look in
our year book or report of educa-
tion, they will find out the salary of
a supervisor, although I would be
ashamed to put it on paper myself,
and T am sure our Minister of Bd-'
ucation would blush for shame if
he were to compare his own salary
and that of the poor supervisor.
But apart from all this, the great-
est hindrance to the raising of
educational standards is that every
year when the House meets (or be-
fore), the teacher is placed in the
{ame category as the poor miners
who have to get down on their
knees and beg for a mere pittapce,
handed out to them as a peacdof-
fering or as crumbs from the mas-
ter's table.

Our teaching profession should
remain as a profession—teachers,
supervisors, or any such, should
not have to engage in a strike or
be continuously - begging for their
dally lving.

No body of teachers or any one

to go every year before a Govern
ment to beg for an increase. To
me, it is one of the most humil-
lating acts in the educational sys-
tem, Then again they are, maybe,
told repeatedly “no money”, then

attacking Labor Unions, he would
be doing this Province some good,

whog& “laissez faire” attitude to
the one. But I do positively af-
firm my bellef that the old system,

.

But ne, Premier Jones wantsl to do
away with all Unions. Well let

’

Intide of a year a new man on a
new joh getting maybe $2,500 or

(Continved on Page 6)

engaged in like wotk should have |

- v
Old° Charlottetown
(And P.EL)

FLOURISHING DAIRY FARMS

“Dairying is the principal agri-
cultural industry of the Island, as
may Le inferred from the existence
of thirty-four cheese factories and
five creameries, the latter cperat-
ing the year round, and one-half
of the cheese factories making Lut-
ter in winter; and nowhere cn our
travels have we seen so large a
percentage of high-class dairy cows.
These are principally well-bred
grades of the Ayrshire, Jersey,
Guernsey and Holstein breeds, while
excellent herds of pure-bred amim-
als of all these breeds are found
in the hands of enterprising breed-
ers; the last three named breeds
being well represented on the fine
dairy farm of Mr. B. Heartz. Eighty
registered cows were being milked
on this farm, and we can safely
say it is without exception the
best herd of dairy cows we have
ever seen on one farm. The Prov-
incial Government maintaing
400-acre farm here, on which are
kept high-class herds of Ajyrshires
and Shorthorns, the surplus stock
being distributed among the coun-
try agricultural societles. Mr. Will-
iam Miller, who is inspector of the
Government farm, has a large milk
business in the city, and a beauti-
ful farm of 105 acres some {hree
miles distant. A fine herd of re-
gistered Ayrshires Is maintained
on the farm, headed by the hand-
some and richly-bred young bulls,
Pure Gold by Golden Guinea, and
Jock Marshfield, by Jock Morton,
a well-known prize winner in the
West. Mr. E R. Brow's fine herd
of Guernseys, fresh home from their
victory In the International and
Provinelal exhibitions, were seen
grazing at ‘Eastview’, his rich and
pretty farm just outside the city
limits. A restful night was spent
at the pleasant country home of
Senator Ferguson, and a 15-mile
drive across country to Pownall
gave us glimpses of some of the
most charming rural scenery it
has ever been our lot to look upon.
A brief stay at the homes of Albert
Boswell and Henry Lane, hear
Pownal, and a hasty look through
their limited but meritorious herds
of Shorthorn cattle and flocks of
Leicester and Shropshire  sheep,
completed our visit.” —Farmers
Advocate, December, 1898.

Foets (orner
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LATER, THE EARTH

Come in; there is nothing left:
the last frai] petals

Drift on the wind; the lilac bush
is bare;

Over the garden a blanket of sfi-
ence settles—
The last of the birds is gone;
there is nothing there.
Comig in. cyme in, cut of the cold
thin rain, I

Away from the broken stalks and
the frosted grass;

There is nothing here, there 1s ™
use to remain;

A garden . . . A dream . . . thest
are things that pass.

Come in, to a hearth that is warm.
the fire 1it;
- weauty  within, though
perhaps of a different kind.
The gasws were lovely, the roses
were exquisite

They will bloom again in the green:
house of the mind.

Sit for a while by the dancing
flame of the hearth.

There is time for all. Later, the
good green earth . . .

—Mae Winkler Goodman in th?
Montreal Gazette.

Ther.




